
Youth Spotlight- Maya

GREAT FUTURES START… with great people

Maya has been a Club member since 3rd grade. With three younger brothers 

she understands the importance and responsibilities associated with being a 

role model. Maya enjoys the gym, with the variety of activities. She understands 

why kids and adults like to win when they are playing sports but says “for me, it 

is not as much about winning as it is about the experience. To be part of a 

team, to learn new skills, and to do our best is what matters to me.”

Maya can’t wait for the afterschool program. “I love to sew and want to be part 

of the sewing Club. I know how to hand-stitch, I made a phone case, a tote bag 

and two pillows (one for my dog) and am excited to learn how to use the Club’s 

machines to create more things.”

Maya, 5th Grade

*Favorite Subject: 

Reading, learning cursive

*Favorite meal: Mom’s 

empanadas

*Favorite Color: Violet

*Wants to visit: 

Minnesota & Mexico

Maya is considering career options in law 

enforcement. When Officer O’Toole recently visited 

the Club for career week, she learned that women 

are under-represented in the police dept. “I am 

interested in learning more about how I can help 

the community through law enforcement, maybe I

could be a bi-lingual, female school resource officer?” Maya was especially 

interested when Officers Martindale, Martinez and O’Toole told the kids “we use 

our voices first when we address a situation, our weapons are necessary for 

safety. Our voices are bigger than our weapons.”



July Stats

• 208 Hours of 

Academic Success 

Programs & 

Activities

• 186 Youth 

participating in 

Academic Success 

Programs

• 44 Youth 

participated in 

enrichment back to 

school activities led 

by Club Staff as well 

as other local 

community 

organizations.

Career Week provided insights into different career paths.  

Guest speakers included members of the Durango Police 

Dept, the La Plata County Sheriff’s Canine Unit, Firefighters 

and staff from Pueblo Community College who highlighted 

a variety of vocational careers. 

Animal building kits proved especially popular 

this summer, with Club members of all ages 

working individually or as pairs, following 

instructions, learning to communicate and 

celebrating the completed projects.

At a visit to the Powerhouse Science Museum, Club 

members learned about the science of cycling with 

the museums GEAR UP: The Science of Bikes. While 

at the museum, youth also challenged themselves 

to assemble a skeleton of the human body and 

made sure to say hello to the museum’s snake. 



July Stats

• 240 Hours of 

Character & 

Citizenship 

Programs & 

Activities

• 186 Youth 

participating in 

Character & 

Citizenship 

ProgramsMural Club: 

Lessons in Collaboration & Compromise
Ben, a Club summer AmeriCorps volunteer, is a creative and in 

addition to the many programs he runs for our Club members this 

summer, he wanted to introduce the kids to mural art.  With a 

group of 25+ 3rd-9th grade Club members, one wall inside the 

Club was transformed into a Colorado mural.  Members of mural 

club learned about murals as public art, and worked with Ben to 

create the overall design. Each added their individual inspiration 

pieces to the design. Important lessons in communication, 

collaboration and compromise were the focus of this group as 

their many creative minds were all buzzing!



July Stats

• 230 Hours of 

Healthy Lifestyle 

Programs & 

Activities

• 186 Youth 

participating in 

Healthy Lifestyles 

Programs & 

Activities

• 16 Club members 

participated in 

weekly yoga 

sessions

• 73 Club members 

participated in 

weekly swimming 

sessions at the 

Durango 

Recreation Center.  

Club teens continued to learn how to cook during 

weekly sessions of Brunch Bunch. Recipes this 

past month included making homemade 

cinnamon rolls, and making apricot fruit spread 

from locally harvested fruit. Learning what is in the 

food they eat is another way Club members can 

take charge of their healthy lifestyles!

The Olympic torch arrived at the Club to kick-off 

Olympic Week activities and competitions. Club 

alumni and current Americorp volunteer, Kegan, 

took a large part in planning our annual Camp 

Olympic competitions and celebrations because it 

was his favorite memory from when he was a Club 

member!



GREAT FUTURES START… with great people

Staff Spotlight:  Nicole, Program Assistant

A native of Colorado, Nicole is a 2021 graduate of Fort Lewis College. With degrees in sociology 
and psychology, Nicole is focused on a career “helping kids.” Her personal experiences, internship 
training and work background inform her desire to work in the non-profit sector, where equity 
ensures kids of all backgrounds have access to opportunities that help them grow as people and 
be the best version of themselves.

“I have several friends who were Club kids, each of them, in different ways credit Clubs as 
changing their lives.” Nicole joined the Club team in the Spring and has been an important 
member of the summer program squad. Nicole has just accepted an AmeriCorps appointment 
with placement to continue working at the Club for the coming year.

“Recently one of our 3rd grade Club members needed to complete a reading assignment, she 
read to me for about 20 minutes. When she would pronounce a new word correctly, she would 
look me in the eyes, then continue on with the assurance she was doing great!”

“At Fort Lewis and working in the community during College, I learned I am more of a leader than 
I thought, I don’t need to second guess myself. I hope I can share that important life lesson as I 
interact with Club members.” Nicole is especially impactful working with kids in small groups 
where her keen listening skills are an asset in serving as a trusted adult role model.

A student of dance (jazz and Hip Hop), Nicole enjoys hiking, jewelry making and other creative 
pursuits. Nicole shared “while my voice may be stage worthy, I love to sing.” In the coming years 
Nicole’s plans include traveling as part of Birthright Israel, a young adult program that explores 
Jewish culture and identity.

“I wake up in the morning 
and say I don’t have to go 

to work, I get to go to 
work. I realize how 

important the smallest 
things can be in making a 

difference in the life of 
kids.”


