GREAT FUTURES START… with great people

Youth Spotlight- Ava
I began coming to the Club’s summer program in 1st grade. This was my
first year at the Club for afterschool. The school year was weird, I did my
best. On the bus ride to the Club, I like visiting with my friends and I usually
have a drawing pad with me so I can be creative. The best thing about
coming to the Club is being with other kids. I am an only child (my siblings
are my four cats and my dog).
I really enjoy the sewing Club. The Club machines are newer than my
grandma’s, with technology that makes them really cool. I enjoy sewing
the produce bags, they are a good idea for the environment.
When I tell other kids about the Club (I am trying to get my best friend to
come here), I tell them the Club is fun, we do lots of different things and
the staff including Jerad, Ximena, & Tana are really nice. I am glad the
Club is open this summer, since my parents are both back to work.

Ava, 4th Grade
*Favorite Color: Midnight
Blue

If you are new to watching cartoons, I suggest you watch Gumball. The
*Favorite Bday Treat: Vanilla
funny stories are about a family that is not perfect. I like to draw from what
Cake with Ice Cream
I see around me, and I watch a lot of cartoons to learn how to recreate
cartoon characters so I can keep getting better at cartoon-ing.”

*Aspires to: Be a cartoonist

May Stats
• 20 Hours of
Using Tech to Collaborate
Technology is always a
popular activity at the
Club. With the addition of
Chrome books, lessons
extend beyond the tech
lab for teens engaged in
researching Colorado
animals and edible
plants.

In preparation for summer programming, Club staff participated in several intensive
training sessions from First Aid/CPR to Behavior Management. Among them, Royce
Tranum, Behavioral Health Coordinator for San Juan BOCES (Board of Cooperative
Educational Services). Royce guided staff in a deeper understanding of group and
behavior management with a focus on how adverse childhood experiences (ACE’s),
environment, and conditioning, effect behavior in youth. Royce provided insight into
why and how kids behavior can be triggered and how staff may be able to minimize
those triggers as a key to behavior management. With input from the staff, Royce
used Club-based scenarios to provide training on how to help staff recognize and
redirect or de-escalate rather than react and discipline. Providing proactive tools,
Royce guided staff to be able to assist Club members to develop and engage their
individual self-regulation skills

Academic Success
Programs

• 44 Youth
participating in
Academic Success
Programs

May Stats
• 20 Hours of
June 21-25 is
National Boys & Girls Club Week!
Club teen, Celia, and her younger sister,
Ruby joined Club board members at the
La Plata County Commissioners June
Meeting. Celia was asked to speak based
on her involvement in Club leadership
groups and as a role-model. One way she
built leadership and public speaking
skills was during her time as a peerleader in SMART Girls.

Be Somebody May Value:

HONOR
“You don’t have to be a superhero to be honorable. Everyone
has the ability to be an honorable person.”
Ana, 7th grade Club member

Character &
Citizenship
Programs &
Activities

• 44 Youth
participating in
Character &
Citizenship
Programs

May Stats
• 40 Hours of
Healthy Lifestyle
Programs

• 44 Youth
Tosh Black, Community Educator,
Durango Fire Protection District provided
Basic First Aid training to Club members.
With Club members participating, the
lessons were fun and interactive. At the
conclusion, each Club member received
a First Aid Kit!

“I have been a Club member since 2nd grade.
Online school was hard. I missed coming to the
Club last summer, I stayed home alone or went to
work with my dad, he works outside. This summer I
am glad to be back at the Club where I know the
staff care about me. I love it when we go swimming
(which is a treat for me) or I get to play basketball
in the gym. Having the Club open is really helpful to
my dad.”
Jarika, 6th gr Club Member

participating in
Healthy Lifestyles
Programs &
Activities

• 20 Youth
participated in
Basic First Aid
training

GREAT FUTURES START… with great people
Staff Spotlight: Deb Kimmel, Program Assistant
Originally from Denver, Deb has been a Durango resident since 1980.
Having trained and practiced as a paramedic in Denver, Deb earned
her teaching license, which led to a 23-year career in education, at
Durango Early Learning Center and in the Durango 9R School District,
most recently as a 5th gr teacher at Sunnyside Elementary. Deb has
been providing invaluable afterschool homework help to Club
members. She is especially happy teaching kids math games as a way
of making math fun.
While studying education at FLC, Deb and her (then) young children
lived in Mexico for three months, immersed in the language and
culture, while she taught English as a second language. She continues
to share her language skills as a community volunteer.
When Deb’s (now adult) son was in 8th grade, the two of them hiked
the Colorado Trail from Denver to Molas Pass. An avid gardener, Deb
enjoys knitting, and most especially family time. Deb’s dogs Hatti and
Cricket keep her busy with herding sports.

“I love what the Club does for
kids, promoting the best in each
of them, and caring about them
beyond the Club. I loved when a
4th gr Club member received a
bike, helmet and lock, this young
person had never ridden a bike
and the gift signaled just how
much the Club believed in them”

GREAT FUTURES START… with great people

Guest Spotlight: YPOD Social
Young Professionals of Durango (Durango
Chamber of Commerce) hosted their May
Business Tour & Networking social at the
Club.
Enjoying refreshments, YPOD members
enjoyed the social rec games including the
pool tables and air hockey, and the Club
sewing machines (following Club member
directions to upcycle thrift store drapes into
reusable produce bags.)

