
Youth Spotlight- Santi

GREAT FUTURES START… with great people

4th grade Santiago (he goes by Santi) has been a Club member since 1st 

grade. He attended the Club’s summer programs until this year when he 

was eligible to attend after school. The youngest of five boys, Santi likes 

coming to the Club “because you get to be with your friends and meet new 

friends too! The pool table is a great way to meet someone new while you 

learn to share and cheer for each other.”

Santi’s favorite family trip is their annual adventure to the Albuquerque 

Zoo. He especially likes the tigers “did you know a tiger’s strips are not just 

their fur, their skin is striped too, amazing!”

Santi loves history. He is eager to visit a Native American Cliff Dwelling, to 

learn more about the Ancient Ones. 

Santi enjoys playing soccer at the Club, “I like learning how to move my 

feet to be good and I like dodgeball, learning to aim the ball so you don’t 

hurt the person, but you get them out.”

Santi aspires “to build houses. I want to give homeless people a place to 

live. I want them to feel happy, to have a nice family, to be warm and 

always have water to wash their hands and take a shower.”

Santi, 4th Grade

*Favorite Subject: History

*Favorite Family Trip: 

Albuquerque Zoo

*Aspires to: build homes 

for the homeless



April Stats

• 34 Hours of 

Academic Success 

Programs

• 39 Youth 

participating in 

Academic Success 

Programs

• 6 unique tee-shirts 

designed and 

printed for youth 

who learned new 

Digital Arts skills

• 6 dedicated Sewing 

Club members who 

create upcycled 

produce bags for 

donors and the 

community. 

Our Digital Arts participants finished up 

their tee-shirt designs this month and 

were proud to wear their creations. Cass, 

put his love of “Minecraft Style” into his 

design (left).  Celia made use of bright 

colors in her design (right).

Lemon Volcanos: 
A Lesson in Chemical Reactions

Club members explored the properties 

of Baking Soda (NaHCO3), a base and 

citric acid and how they react together. 

STEM lessons on Tuesdays are a great 

way for members to learn by 

participating in engaging, hands-on 

activities. 



April Stats

• 25 Hours of 

Character & 

Citizenship 

Programs & 

Activities

• 39 Youth 

participating in 

Character & 

Citizenship 

Programs

• 4 Be Somebody 

activities taught 

that focused on the 

April value of 

Optimism. 

· Courage

· Optimism
· Self-Reliance
· Authenticity

Tissue Toss

Goal: To work as a group to catch a falling tissue. 

When the tissue hits the floor it gets ripped in half 

and the game becomes more challenging.

Discussion: 

The circle represents our group, a unified team. We 

are all here to lean on each other.  Sometimes we 

may need to “catch” someone when they have 

“dropped the ball.”

• RESPECT & COMMUNITY: How does this game

represent the values of Respect &

Community?

· Honor
· Duty
· Heart



April Stats

• 34 Hours of 

Healthy Lifestyle 

Programs

• 39 Youth 

participating in 

Healthy Lifestyles 

Programs & 

Activities

Club Staff, Jerad has been focusing on 

using each minute in the gym or outside 

as an opportunity to get kids and teens 

moving. 

One of the Club members favorite new 

games is called “Speedy Ball.” 
Focusing on attacking a goal, defending 

a goal and maintaining possession of a 

ball, this game challenges youth to be 

quick on their feet and with their 

minds. 

It is played with basketball hoops or 

cones as a goal, but the ball is played in 

passing (no dribbling) unless it hits the 

floor, then it is played as soccer.

It is games like these that “mash-up” a 

couple of sports that Club members 

really enjoy. We think it channels their 

creativity to create their own games too!



GREAT FUTURES START… with great people

Staff Spotlight:  Tana Kelly

Tana is a Durango native, who loves the southwest Colorado lifestyle. 
Together with her husband, a law enforcement officer, and their 
infant son, Tana enjoys camping. An animal person by nature, Tana’s 
extended family includes three dogs and two cats. Tana is a Disney 
superfan, she considers Disney Parks to be her happy place, she is 
eager to share the Disney experience with her son. Tana is an avid 
baker and cake decorator. 

Tana honors her Club staff role as a trusted adult role model, knowing 
first-hand, from her own adolescence experience, the impact of a role 
model.

At the Club, Tana loves the funny stories the kids share as they 
describe their school day or weekend. Club members look forward to 
STEM Tuesdays at the Club when Tana’s hands-on experiments 
engage their curiosity.  Tana also enjoys planning the Club’s arts & 
crafts activities, especially those that include creative sessions 
featuring international artist and Club volunteer Ilze Aviks.



GREAT FUTURES START… with great people

Volunteer Spotlight:  Keller Williams

At the heart of Keller Williams’ 
culture is their shared 

commitment to community 
engagement.  Each year, Keller 
Williams (KW) team members 

from across the U.S. and Canada 
set aside the second Thursday in 

May to renew, energize, and 
donate within the communities 

they serve.  Led by Club Site 
Coordinator Jerad Bussell and 

Club friend and KW Agent 
Samantha Gallant, a team from 

Keller Williams lent a helping 
hand to ready the Club inside 

and out, for summer fun! 


