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Summer 2022 Greetings, 

Things are never dull at the Middlesex Centre Archives. 

In our Summer Newsletter, we are reporting on some 

good news and some other news. As always, let’s start 

with the good news! There is lots of it too! 

Good News 

In May, the Middlesex Centre Archives received a grant 
for $28,500 from Library and Archives Canada’s 
Documentary Communities Heritage Program (DHCP). 
This grant will support the professional repair, cleaning 
and digitisation of early records and photographs from the 
businesses, industry and personal records of the Society 
of Friends (Quakers) and the Marsh Store (1862-1955). 
The original fragile records will be preserved meeting 
archival standards, and the digitised records will become 
accessible to the public. MCA is one of 11 recipients in 
Ontario under this year’s DHCP grants. 
 

 
Work has begun - digitising part of the Society of Friends’ 

(Quaker) records 

 
On May 27th, at the Annual meeting of the Archives 

Association of Ontario (AAO), the Middlesex Centre 

Archives was presented with the AAO Institutional 

Award. This award is given to an archival institution that 

has contributed significantly to the advancement of the 

archival field or community, or has demonstrated a 

significant level of innovation and imagination in the 

establishment of outstanding or model programs or 

services. AAO specifically recognised the detailed work 

and commitment of the volunteers who established the 

archives and continue with its work, outreach 

activities, successful fundraising and grant applications 

that ensure the continued, professional operation of the 

archives.   

 

Carol Small accepting Clan McEachren Family Reunion 

 donation from Sheila Lacroix 

 
On June 24, 2022, the Middlesex Centre Archives was 
honoured to receive a donation from the McEachren Clan  
Carol Small, MCA Chair, accepted the donation from 
Sheila (Strachan) Lacroix on behalf of the McEachren 
Clan. For several generations, the McEachren family met 
in Port Glasgow for a family reunion. It has been four 
years since the last reunion, and it was agreed the 
remaining funds would be divided between Elgin County 
Archives and Middlesex Centre Archives. A presentation 
was hosted at the Elgin County Heritage Centre, where 
members of the Clan assembled for a short presentation, 
along with volunteers and staff of both MCA and Elgin 
County Archives.  
 
On Canada Day 2022, Middlesex Centre Archives held 
the dedication of the Dr. Ken Veldhuis Reading Room. 
Ken, a dedicated historian, was instrumental in the 2013 
founding of the Middlesex Centre Archives and worked 
tirelessly as a volunteer until his death on February 10, 
2020. Present for the dedication were Diane, Caroline and 
Jill-Ann Veldhuis. Ken’s memory will fondly live on at 
the Middlesex Centre Archives. 
 



 
Dedication of the Dr. Ken Veldhuis Reading Room 

 

Middlesex Centre Archives is excited that we are able to 
participate in community events once again. On June 11th 
at the Poplar Hill Picnic, with a display in the log cabin, 
MCA helped celebrate the 100th anniversary of the Park. 
The display featured pictures and articles of the Opening 
of the Park, including a Poplar Hill Picnic programme  
from 1920.  
 

 
Programme from 1920 Poplar Hill Picnic 

 

After a two-year hiatus, Del-Ko-Brydges’ Canada Day 
celebrations were in Delaware. MCA opened its doors to 
the public. Many from near and far dropped by to check 
out the collections. Many promised to return. We look 
forward to that. 
 
We have loved your responses to our pleas for help 
identifying pictures on Facebook. One 1959 Dewar 
School picture of students was completely identified. The 
challenge now is to identify the people in the early 1950 
Medway High School picture. Check it out on Facebook! 
 

 
Medway early 1950s. Who do you recognise? 

 
Our Archivist Krista is also busy speaking to groups about 
Archives. She spoke to the London Newcomers’ Alumni 
and in August will be speaking to the Southern Area 
Women’s Institute Tweedsmuir Day. The Women’s 
Institutes (WI) began collecting and recording local 
history in the 1920s Tweedsmuir histories. To celebrate 
their 50th anniversary, WI members were encouraged to 
collect and record local history. In 1947, the collections 
were officially called The Tweedsmuir Village History 

Books. MCA is grateful that WI collected and saved local 
history. Their collections at MCA are most popular and 
informative resources.  
 

Upcoming events where MCA will be participating 
include the Irish Heritage Day celebration at Fanshawe 
Pioneer Village on August 7th.  On September 30 through 
October 2, drop in to see our displays at the Ilderton Fair.  
 
MCA is starting to plan for its tenth anniversary 
celebrations in 2023. MCA will keep you informed as 
plans develop! 
 
Many wonderful positive events have taken place in the 
past few months. MCA is proud and grateful. 
 
The Other News 

Like many non-profit organisations during Covid 
shutdowns, MCA struggled with finances. Government 
grants, the online auctions and your monetary donations 
helped. However, sales from visitors to the Archives etc. 
declined significantly. The good news from the Covid 
shutdowns - document donations increased greatly.  



 

 
Annex A on Longwoods Road 

 
Because of limited finances, the Board of Directors has 
decided to close Annex B. Operating out of three sites is 
inefficient financially and in the use of staff and volunteer 
time. Closing Annex B means everything must be moved 
to Annex A and/or stored off-site. There is no room for it 
in the Archives either! The Archives will remain open to 
the public in the Delaware Community Centre at the 
regular times.  
 
With the public’s help, MCA is highly successful. The 
incredible volume of documents that have become part of 
our collections is truly remarkable.   MCA wishes to 
continue to offer all the current services and if possible, 
even more, i.e., open more hours to the public. However, 
operating out of even two sites remains inefficient in staff 
and volunteer time. An Archives housed in one building 
with sufficient space meeting archival standards is the 
ideal goal.   

 
Something To Think About 

As a non-profit organization, the MCA has managed to 
provide housing and access to the collections.  Many local 
residents donate unlimited time and talent to MCA. The 
current set-up is not ideal. It is evident that change needs 
to be forthcoming.  
 
While attempts have been made to create a Middlesex 
County Archives, which would solve many of these 
issues, it is yet to come to fruition. In the meantime, MCA 
continues to grow and thrive. Managing the space needed 
for that growth is now our biggest challenge. 
 

 
 
Have a wonderful, safe Summer. 
Drop in to see us at the Archives.  
 
Carol Small 
Chair 
Board of Directors 
Middlesex Centre Archives 
     


