
The “Puddle Garden” is a special 
type of flower garden that is 
designed to be beautiful and a home 
for wildlife. The most important 
ingredients in the puddle garden 
are native plants.

Native plants depend on native 
wildlife for pollination and seed 
dispersal, and many wildlife species 
depend on native plants for food 
and shelter. Many butterfly species 
are dependent on just one or a few 
native plant species for food when 
they are caterpillars.

The plants in The Puddle Garden are 
all species that grow in wet places in 

the wild. The “Puddle Garden” is 
a rain garden, and can be planted 
in a place where water naturally 
pools after rain events. Areas for 
rain gardens can also be created, 
by directing rainwater from storm 
gutters to pools that are dug to 
contain runoff. 

Learn more at

For native plants, visit us at 



Swamp Milkweed  Asclepias incarnata  Deer resistant, Monarch host
Marsh Marigold  Caltha palustris  Sun or shade
Fringed Sedge  Carex crinita   Showy grass-like species
Buttonbush   Cephalanthus occidentalis Shrub, grows well with “feet wet”
Turtlehead*   Chelone glabra  Late season blooms, Checkerspot host
Joe Pye Weed*  Eutrochium fistulosum Big plant, loved by butterflies
Boneset   Eupatorium perfoliatum Attracts a great diversity of pollinators
Swamp Rose Mallow Hibiscus moscheutos  Big plant, grows well with “feet wet”
Winterberry   Ilex verticillata  Shrub, Red berries in winter
Blue Flag Iris*  Iris versicolor   Stunning blue blooms
Blazing Star   Liatris spicata   Spikes of purple flowers
Spicebush   Lindera benzoin  Part shade; fruits are important bird food
Cardinal Flower*  Lobelia cardinalis  Hummingbird attractor
Great Blue Lobelia  Lobelia siphillitica  Vivid blue flowers
Bee Balm   Monarda didyma  Deer resistant, Butterfly attractor
Cinnamon Fern*  Osmunda cinnamomea Very large elegant fern
Golden Ragwort  Packera aurea   Deer resistant, early season blooms
Mountain Mint  Pycnanthemum muticum Deer resistant, great pollinator plant
Swamp Azalea  Rhododendron viscosum Wonderful aroma. Transplant carefully
Elderberry*   Sambucus canadensis  Big shrub, used for syrups and tea
Woolgrass   Scirpus cyperinus  A showy grass-like speces
Highbush Blueberry Vaccinium corymbosum Edible fruits and great fall color
New York Ironweed Vernonia noveboracensis Big plant, vivid purple blooms

*species in The Puddle Garden


