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   ORDER OF WORSHIP    
 

Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost August 15, 2021 
 9:15 a.m. 
 

  PREPARATION   
 
OPENING HYMN “Thy Strong Word” 
 (sts. 1, 5, 6) LSB 578 
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Tune: Public domain 

Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House.  
Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002469 

 
INVOCATION 
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 
GREETING AND OPENING PRAYER 
Pastor: Let us pray . . .  

 
People: Amen. 
 

CONFESSION AND  
GOD’S PROMISE OF FORGIVENESS 
Pastor: Please join me in this prayer to confess our sin and ask God for 

forgiveness 
 I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and 

iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly 
deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am 
heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray 
You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 
innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, 
Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful 
being. 

 

Pastor: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and 
ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all 
of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus 
Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 
the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
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People: Amen 
 

  WORD   
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING  Joshua 24:1–18 (ESV) 
 
Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem and summoned the 

elders, the heads, the judges, and the officers of Israel. And they presented 
themselves before God. 2 And Joshua said to all the people, “Thus says the 
Lord, the God of Israel, ‘Long ago, your fathers lived beyond the 
Euphrates, Terah, the father of Abraham and of Nahor; and they served 
other gods.  

14 “Now therefore fear the Lord and serve him in sincerity and in 
faithfulness. Put away the gods that your fathers served beyond the River 
and in Egypt, and serve the Lord. 15 And if it is evil in your eyes to serve the 
Lord, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your fathers 
served in the region beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites in 
whose land you dwell. But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.”  

16 Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we should forsake the 
Lord to serve other gods, 17 for it is the Lord our God who brought us and 
our fathers up from the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, and who 
did those great signs in our sight and preserved us in all the way that we 
went, and among all the peoples through whom we passed. 18 And the Lord 
drove out before us all the peoples, the Amorites who lived in the land. 
Therefore we also will serve the Lord, for he is our God.”  
 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
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HYMN “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” 
 LSB 657 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002469 

Tune: Public domain 
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HOLY GOSPEL John 6:51–69 (ESV) 
 
51 I am the living bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this 

bread, he will live forever. And the bread that I will give for the life of the 
world is my flesh.”  

52 The Jews then disputed among themselves, saying, “How can this man 
give us his flesh to eat?” 53 So Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, 
unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no 
life in you. 54 Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, 
and I will raise him up on the last day. 55 For my flesh is true food, and my 
blood is true drink. 56 Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood abides 
in me, and I in him. 57 As the living Father sent me, and I live because of the 
Father, so whoever feeds on me, he also will live because of me. 58 This is the 
bread that came down from heaven, not like the bread the fathers ate, and 
died. Whoever feeds on this bread will live forever.” 59 Jesus said these things 
in the synagogue, as he taught at Capernaum.  

60 When many of his disciples heard it, they said, “This is a hard saying; who 
can listen to it?” 61 But Jesus, knowing in himself that his disciples were 
grumbling about this, said to them, “Do you take offense at this? 62 Then what 
if you were to see the Son of Man ascending to where he was before? 63 It is 
the Spirit who gives life; the flesh is no help at all. The words that I have 
spoken to you are spirit and life. 64 But there are some of you who do not 
believe.” (For Jesus knew from the beginning who those were who did not 
believe, and who it was who would betray him.) 65 And he said, “This is why I 
told you that no one can come to me unless it is granted him by the Father.”  

66 After this many of his disciples turned back and no longer walked with 
him. 67 So Jesus said to the twelve, “Do you want to go away as well?” 
68 Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the 
words of eternal life, 69 and we have believed, and have come to know, that 
you are the Holy One of God.” 

 
Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ.  
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SERMON  “Do You Find Jesus’ Teachings a Challenge?” 
 John 6:51-59 
 
THE NICENE CREED  

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of 
all things visible and invisible. 
 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His 
Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, 
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all 
things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from 
heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made 
man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was 
buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and 
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will 
come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom 
will have no end. 
 
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from 
the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is 
worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy 
Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission 
of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life  of the world to 
come. Amen. 

 
MINISTRY MINUTE 

Text-to-give:  810-285-7861 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
LORD'S PRAYER 
People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 

kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
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Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 
and ever. Amen. 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
RECEPTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
Pastor: Let us pray. 

 
Holy Father, we ask You now, by this blessed food and drink, to 
deliver Your Church from every evil, to teach it to love You 
perfectly, and make it truly one, even as this bread was made from 
many grains of wheat to become the carrier of the body of our 
Savior Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, forever and ever. 

People: Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION 
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine 

upon you and be gracious unto you. The Lord look upon you with 
His favor and grant you His peace.  

People: Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN “Thy Word Is a Lamp” 
 LSB 973 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: © 1984 Meadowgreen Music Company, admin. EMI.  

Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002469 


