
From the Director’s Desk: 
 
At TechPort we’re all about connections and helping out. We are in the business of helping 
dreams become reality. 

 
In this newsletter, you’ll read about how we helped Florida Tech successfully host a class in our 
airport hangar. Additionally, I want to focus today on another connection and ways we need 
your help. 

 
I recently ran into some young men I’d met while emceeing a College of Southern Maryland 
(CSM) robotics competition a few years ago. While catching up, they mentioned they had 
nowhere to study now that schools were closed and classes were online. I invited them to use 
some TechPort space. They took me up on it. During one conversation, it was revealed that 
their dream was to build a Battle Bot. If you’re not familiar, these creatively designed and 
engineered remote control, heavy armor, robot-like creations fight each other in competitions. 
A television series called Battle Bots has aired since 2000. I learned more about their dream and 
suggested: “Let’s do it.” 

 
The team consists of Michael Balazs, Paul Goldsmith, Chris Isom and Andrew Saverese. All are 
alumni, or in the case of Isom, currently studying at CSM. Balazs and Goldsmith are now at the 
University of Maryland, College Park, where Saverese is a graduate and currently works at Naval 
Air Systems Command (NAVAIR). Our TechPort interns will be helping, as well. 

 
Work has begun on all the parts that don’t cost money. The team designed it to look like a crab 
and has created the computer-aided design (CAD) file. Now, the work begins to galvanize local 
support, both financially and with the donation of supplies to help offset the cost, which could 
run about $10,000. Some things may be laying around your shop or workspace and could be 
put to use and help save the team money. They need all kinds of weird plastics and metals, 
cable and gears. Can you help out? Whatever you can donate to support these young 
entrepreneurs will be so helpful. Drop me an email at info@techportsomd.org if you have 
supplies that might be useful or want to contribute financially. Let’s make the TechPort Battle 
Bot the best ever. 

 
Please continue to join us virtually until we can meet in person again. Stay healthy and safe, 
Tommy 
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