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The weather has begun to get warmer and recess is getting more eventful, we
continue  to play tag, capture the flag, octopus, and a couple  walks  in the prairie.
Douglas and Marybeth have shown us many fun experiments involving
predictions and hands-on experiences. Aubrey even showed us strategies to
cheat through a long boring textbook. We’ve also caught news that a Rockford
University and Spectrum field day is coming up on april 9th. We divided ourselves
into teams with creative names and representative colors. The teams are The
OrangeTraffic Cones, and The Purple Cabbage Bagels. We’re even tie-dying
t-shirts in our team colors. Novella and Lily designed the logo that would go on
the t-shirts.  We’ve gotten further in the book Animal Farm and discovered the
political allegory that is a clear delineation of Nazi Germnay in 1934. Some of the
newspaper articles this week include an article about international women's day,
the six doctor seuss books that aren’t being printed anymore, and sea slugs that
chop off their own heads! I hope you enjoy it!



Opinions

Opinion pieces focus on each student's area of
expertise. Enjoy both weekly standards and to
have unexpected moments of humor.

Calum
History of Diamonds
This week Calum went over the
history of diamonds, going through
how the prices for the precious
stones have risen and fallen
throughout the years.

Jude

World Record Tiny Cars!
This week Jude looked at some of
the smallest cars in the world.

Isaac

Assets Vs. Dollars
Do assets have a better future
than the dollar?



Calum
History of Diamonds
Diamonds are one of the

most expensive gemstones money
can buy.  The price is built on the
illusion they are rare but what if I
told you they really aren't that rare.

Diamonds were first
discovered in India during the 4th
century and for a long time had
been used as a way to show
wealth and power due to their
supposed rarity with only around a
pound being produced a year in
early times.

Things changed in 1866
when  a huge amount of diamonds
were discovered in Kimberly,
South Africa. Noticing that this
would drop the market value  of
diamonds, by a drastic amount,
due to the fact that the market for
diamonds depended on the fact of
their scarcity.  The company De
Beers,  formed one large company
with all of the smaller mine owners
whose mines were  finding
diamonds and created a
monopoly over the diamond
production industry. Diamonds are
being sold at high prices and only
small amounts creating more
demand for less supply creating
artificial scarcity. This was done
with small subsidiary groups to
give the illusion that the diamonds

were sold by different companies
operating independently.

By 1902 De Beers owned 90
percent of the world's diamond
production. This tactic was
working incredibly well for De
Beers until 1938 when the
diamond industry was again in
decline due to the discovery of
mines in Western Africa, Australia,
and Australia along with the great
depression reducing sales. So to
solve the problem with the market,
De Beers partnered with the major
ad agency N.W.Ayer to create a
major newspaper, magazine,
movie, and even high school
lecture ad campaign using
famous US movie actors to target
the highly untapped American
market for diamonds. This
campaign created the idea that
diamonds meant love and with
that the more expensive the
diamond the more love and
creating their famous slogan ¨A
diamond is forever¨ and all these
tactics worked raising the sale of
diamonds by 55 percent by 1944.

Instead of precious and
valuable, rock diamonds are more
or less a shiny market invention
made of carbon atoms.



Jude
World Record Tiny Cars!

When I think of world record cars, I
usually think of the worlds fastest
or the world largest, but what
about the smallest or shortest? I
put together a list of world record
small cars.

The car that currently holds the
record for the world’s shortest
roadworthy car is called Mirai, and
was built by a group of students
and teachers in an Automobile
Engineering Course in Asakuchi,
Japan’s High School. The tallest
point on this short car measures at
just under 18 inches (45 CM) and it
was made in late 2010

The next car holds two world
records. One for the smallest car,
and one for the lightest car. That
car is the Peel P50 designed and
manufactured by the Peel
Engineering company, located on
the Isle of Man. This car has 3
wheels and only weighs 123
pounds. The Peel P50 is 54 inches
(137 CM) tall and 39 inches (99 CM)
wide.

Isaac
Assets Vs. Dollars

Silver and Gold dropped. Both
dropped from increased treasury
yield and a “stronger dollar”.
Question: Does the dollar look
strong in this chart? People say
the dollar is strong if it goes up
.50% and people sell silver. Already
silver has recovered a dollar. Big
shoker yields have dropped right
down because expensive debt
hurts stocks and cripples the
economy. The feds yield is right
around 0 and now the economy is
addicted to cheap debt and takes
away some of our power to control
inflation. If the fed funds rate
would be raised to 10 we would go
into economic depression. So
don't bet on the dollar to be strong
anytime soon with another 1.9
trillion dollar stimulus package.
This is a graph of the US money
supply. The graph shows that the
supply has boomed in recent time.
Silver, gold and assets have a
grand future and the dollar has an
inflated future.



Current Events

Current events will include dueling perspectives on current U.S. events, weekly game stats, and
understanding our present better by learning about the past.

Sam
The Bill That Changed COVID
A COVID relief bill was passed this
week, and Sams here to tell you all
about it

Niamh

Dr. Seuss Books that are no
Longer Being Published

Six Dr. Seuss books are being
recalled for racist and xenophobic
images. The publishing company has
decided to stop printing books
making fun of chinese people's
appearance and portraying africans
inappropriately.

Ava
Jokes in the Classroom
During the week. Our classroom
has quite a few laughs. Ava is
going over some of the biggest
jokes this week.

Lucas
International Women's Day has
Come!
This Monday was International
Women's Day, and Lucas covered
some interesting facts about
women's rights.



Sam
The Bill That Changed

COVID
The Democrats recently
proceeded in the Senate to pass
Biden’s 1.9 Trillion Covid Bill on
Saturday. The decision to pass the
bill lies with the House before it
can become law. The package
extends the $300 weekly
unemployment benefit through
Sept. 6, as well as extends a tax
break for $10,000. It seems like our
president is looking out for our
financial problems. $1,400
stimulus checks were passed
through the package on top of the
$600 payments passed in
December. Earlier this week, Biden
wanted to pass a new round of
$1,400 checks to please the
public, and it was successful as far
as we know. On Tuesday the final
version of the 1.9 trillion Covid bill
was passed, which was an
exciting victory for the Biden
Administration. The President will
give a primetime address
informing us that our country is
fighting the virus a year after the
World Health Organization
declared it a pandemic. This bill
just couldn’t get any better.

Niamh
Dr. Seuss Books That are no

Longer Being Published

Six books written by the popular
children's author Dr. Seuss are no
longer being published after
concerns have risen around racist
images throughout the books. The
publishing company Random
House Children's Book’s
responsible for making copies of
the authors' books have decided
to recall the books “And to Think I
saw it on Mulberry Street”, “On
Beyond Zebra!”, “If I Ran the Zoo”,
“McElligot's Pool”, “Scrambled
Eggs Super!”, and “The Cat's
Quizzer”. The images in the book
include portraying people from
Africa with monkey-like features ,
people from China wearing “their
eyes at slants”, and a character in
“And to Think I Saw it on Mulberry
Street'' depicted carrying a bowl of
rice with chopsticks and yellow
skin. Dr. Seuss’s birthday on March
2nd marks Read Across America
Day, President Joe Biden
deliberately left Dr. Seuss out of his
speech given by presidents every
year due to the author's tendency
to put racist and xenophopic
images in his books. Despite many
people's complaints, I believe it
was the right decision to stop the
printing of the inappropriate books



so behavior such as this is no
longer marked off as okay.

Ava
Jokes in the Classroom

Do you know what makes middle
school tolerable? Laughs.
Oftentimes in stressful situations a
really good classroom dynamic
emerges laughter. For example
this week we had a math class
where we were learning scientific
notation and for that, you have to
move the decimal a lot. So to help
people remember one of the
classmates said “ That decimals
should be french because they go
oui oui”. So now decimals will
always be french in our classroom.

Lucas
International Women’s Day

has Come!
It is the year 2021 the day has
come where women should feel
proud of themselves and not have
a hard time in life.

It was March 8 and its national day
is National Women's Day. I did a
National Sons Day so when I saw
National Women’s Day I thought it

would be fair if I did this. March 8th
brings international awareness to
gender parity. According to the
World Economic Forum, global
gender is estimated to be
achieved by 2133. Gender equality
is equal access to the same rights
and opportunities regardless of
gender.

These rights include healthcare,
education, employment, payment,
protection under the law, rights to
vote, and freedom from violence.
Just 100 years ago only 2% of
women were in the United States
Congress. In 1916 Montana
elected Jeannette Rankin as the
first Congresswoman to hold a
federal office. In 2020 (A horrible
year) women hold 23.7% of the U.S
Congress seats.

In many parts of the world, women
are less likely to own plots of land
or a business. Education is a
powerful tool leading to financial
independence for women.
According to the United Nations,
more than half of the world’s
poorest people are women.
International Women’s Day tries to
bring economic power to women
who are not allowed to work or pay
or work for low wages. How do you
celebrate International Women’s
Day?



People and Places

Pieces will focus on both answering questions for the youngest in our community as well as
profiling adult leaders in our community.

Salem
Interview with Kelly Kalt
This week Salem interviewed Ava’s
mom Kelly. She asked her some
questions about her job and some
of her hobbies in this very
interesting interview this week.

Mady
Suns Gasses
Answering Liams question this
week, Mady goes through the
different gasses that make up our
sun.

Demi
Juicy Burgers
This week Demi looks at the
difference between veggie
burgers and normal burgers. She
covers some nutrition facts as well
as moral reasons behind choosing
a meat free burger instead of a
regular one.



Salem
Interview with Kelly Kalt

This week I interviewed Ava’s
mom Kelly. She is a counselor at
Edgebrook on the 4th floor. Ava
often talks about her therapy
mode when she’s at home. She
says it gets slightly annoying but I
bet it’s perfect for her profession.
So, I asked her: “Where did you go
to college?” Sadly I didn’t get to
call her because I timed it wrong.
Her exact words were,I graduated
with a Bachelor of Arts in Human
Relations from Rockford University
(it was called Rockford College
back then).  I then earned a
Masters Degree in Social Work
from the University of Illinois at
Urbana-Champaign.  I received
my clinical license in 2002.” That is
a lot of work. The second question
I asked was:” What are some of
your funny therapy stories?” “As a
therapist I have the privilege of
meeting with a variety of people
from many different walks of life.
Even though this type of work can
be sad and serious, we are all
human beings and with that
comes many times where humor
can be healing.  I have had the
good fortune of working with many
clients with great senses of humor.
Often it can be an expression or a
funny story that comes out in

therapy which gives the session
some lightness.  I cannot think of
any specific stories, but let's just
say humor is a very important part
of the human experience. and it is
not absent from the therapy
session.” (her exact words) I once
had counseling in quarantine, so I
can completely understand that
statement.

The third question I asked
was: “Do you like online sessions or
in person sessions?”
I must admit that I would never
have given online sessions a
second thought until the
pandemic arrived.  The pandemic
forced me to consider the online
option of working with people and
it has been a surprisingly smooth
transition.  I still prefer meeting
face to face, but I like the
convenience of online sessions, so
I guess it is a toss-up.” I also had
online sessions and I must say
they are not as fun because the
sessions end because of internet
problems. It also gives less closure
and reassurance. The fourth
question I asked was: “Why did
you become a therapist?” She
replied with: I became a social
worker because I always wanted
to help people.  I had the good
fortune of growing up in a loving
family and I wanted to help those
who maybe did not have the same
advantages that I did.  As my



career developed and I became a
therapist in private practice, I still
feel the same way. I just want to
help provide some relief to those
who are suffering. The fifth
question I asked was: “What is
your favorite activity with your
patients?”
“When I was first in private
practice I used to work with a lot of
young children.  I loved to make art
projects with them, do puzzles
while we talked and even play a
quick card game at the end of the
session.  I also became good at
Jenga.  Jenga is a good "ice
breaker" game.”

And my final question is
“What is your favorite hobby? “My
hobbies tend to be seasonal.  In
the winter months I love to read
fiction and in the summer months I
love to go boating, take Ava
golfing (I am a pretty good caddy)
and work in the yard.” Well I had a
great online interview with Kelly!
BYE!!!

Mady
Suns Gasses

This week I answered Liams
questions about the gasses of the
sun.

Liam has asked me “What are the
sun’s gasses called”.  Well the
sun’s gas is called hydrogen.
Hydrogen is 70% of the hot gas of
the sun.  And helium is about 28%
of the rest of the gas of the sun.
Carbon, nitrogen and oxygen
make up 1.5% and the other 0.5%
is made up of small amounts of
many other elements such as
neon, iron, silicon, magnesium and
sulfur.
The sun shines because it is
turning hydrogen into helium via
the process of nuclear fusion in its
extremely hot core. This means
that as time goes on, the sun has
less hydrogen and more helium.



Demi
Juicy Burgers

This week I will be comparing veggie
or vegan burgers compared to
normal burgers like cheeseburgers.
Burgers are very yummy but have
you ever tried veggie burgers? Well to
tell you the truth, veggie burgers are
very similar to regular burgers,  of
course the main difference is how it is
made. Hamburgers are made out of
cows and fat, and although
cheeseburgers have twenty grams of
protein I wouldn’t suggest it. Veggie
burgers are made from vegetables,
grains, and healthy vitamins. There
are many benefits to veggie burgers
and can be used to start a healthy
diet plan but burgers/ cheeseburgers
have little benefits. Some of the
downsides to regular burgers are
killing twenty-nine million cows per
year and still either gaining weight or
not helping your body with all of the
carbs. Now their appeal is not so
great but it is way more healthier and
has great benefits to your body. In

conclusion if you are ever wanting to
save cows or even change your diet
to a healthier one veggie burgers are
the way to go.



The World Around You

Science, tech, travel, what do you like to spend your money on or interact with in the world around
you. Check out this span of pieces on the modern world around you.

Charlie
A Hike
This week Charlie writes about one of the best places to take a hike.

Braeden
Plastic Future
This week Braeden did some research on plastic pollution and is here to tell
you what he found.



Charlie
A Hike

This wonderland we will be
exploring is the chocolate hills of
the Philippines one of the most
beautiful and outstanding places
to explore. These grassy hills have
amazing tours with natural
animals, a floating restaurant with
a private room , and air traveling
through helicopters. We can see
all of the grassy lands while taking
a helicopter above the hills or
eating in the air restaurant.  Like
previously mentioned  These hills
are beautiful and I recommend
them for couples, familys, or for
anyone who wants an out of this
world experience. We are going to
start off by taking the Chicago
airport to the philippines airport.
The traveling process will be about
one day through flight or two days
if you take a layover. Meanwhile,
flight cost is about $1,000
depending on the time of the year
you go.  Upon arrival we will be
picking out a hotel or a private hut.
These little huts or hotels will cost
anywhere from $1,000- $2,000.

Braeden
Plastic Future

In 1907 we found something, it is
responsible for our society today
and why it is so easy to make
anything, this thing is
plastic.Plastic created a world
where most things can be mass
produced, where you can just go
to the store get your item walk out
use it throw it away and not think
of it. Sounds pretty good from a
consumer perspective and a
business perspective, but from a
health and environment
perspective it is very harmful. From
all the stories you know that
marine life hates it . but we can
control it, 1 just don't be lazy and
throw stuff into the ocean. 2 most
of the plastic pollution can come
from developing countries whose
trash industry cant keep up with
the amount of garbage produced.
So if we help these nations dispose
of their garbage then we could
majorly decrease our plastic
pollution, which is a very good
thing.



Health

Whether it is your mental health or your physical well being, we are here to keep you in tip top
shape. Send completed weekly puzzles back for prizes.

Toby
Sudoku
Toby found links for evil levels of Sudoku this week. Good Luck!

Toby
Evil Sudoku

https://www.websudoku.com

/?level=4

https://www.websudoku.com

/?level=1

https://www.websudoku.com/?level=4
https://www.websudoku.com/?level=4
https://www.websudoku.com/?level=1
https://www.websudoku.com/?level=1


Arts

What makes man, man? The production of arts is often pointed to as a critically unique feature
of our humanity and these pieces tap into our human spirit.

Novella
New Gummy Bears!
This week we can take a look at
Novellas new bear creations.

Lily
The Bickering Bears
Calum and Brady’s strange
friendship is the inspiration behind
this week's bears.

Kaycee
Self Decapitating Sea Slugs
Have you ever heard of this
interesting species? If you want to
know more, then Kaycee can tell
you.



Novella
New Gummy Bears!

Ava is a sporty bear and wanted to
be blue and wanted to hold a
football.

Niamh is Becky Bear and wanted
to be yellow and hold a cat.

Lily
The Bickering Bears

These odd friends are the
inspiration for this week's bear
pair.

This week I did Brady’s bear and
Calum’s bear or otherwise known
as  Cannibear because he loves to
eat gummy bears. Calum’s bear is
mint green, has glasses and a bag
of haribo gummy bears. Brady’s
bear is a dark teal/turquoise color
with a sky blue jacket and is
holding a solar system model.

Kaycee
Self-Decapitating Sea Slugs
You have heard of many other
animals re-growing limbs, but
have you heard of the
Self-decapitating sea slugs who
regenerate brand-new bodies?
Researchers discovered that two
species of Japanese sea slugs
can regrow hearts and whole new
bodies even after removing their
own heads.  The slug's head,



separated from the heart and
body, moved on its own
immediately after the separation,
the study shows. Within days, the
wound at the back of the head
closed. The heads of the young
slugs started to feed on algae
within hours. Then Mitoh and
aquatic ecology professor Yoichi
Yusa tried it themselves, cutting
the heads off 16 sea slugs. Six of
the creatures started
regeneration, and three
succeeded and survived. One of
the three even lost and regrew its
body twice.
Mitoh isn't sure how the sea slugs
manage the regeneration. But she
suspects there must be stem-like
cells at the cut end of the neck
that are capable of regenerating
the body.


