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From the Pastor 
 

The story goes that there was a group of novices 
who sought out a monk known for his spiritual 
wisdom to become his disciples. After patiently 
hearing what they wanted, the monk invited 
them to tea. As he poured the tea, filling it to 
the rim of the cup he kept on pouring with the 
tea spilling over into the saucer then the table 
and onto the floor. The would-be disciples cried 
out for the master to stop, which he did. But 
then he posed a question to them. “How can I 
add to your wisdom, when your cups are 
already full?” Jesus put it this way, “I have 
spoken to you of earthly things and you do not 
believe; how then will you believe if I speak of 
heavenly things?”  

This year for our Midweek Advent meditations 
we will look at Luke’s first chapter which sets 
the stage for what we call the Christmas story of 
the second chapter. Three people are featured 
in that first chapter: Zechariah, Elizabeth and 
Mary. The angel Gabriel appears to Zechariah 
and Mary with a message so out of their world 
of experience that they have to partially empty 
their cups to make room for it. For aged 
Zechariah serving his last term as a priest, it 
meant making room for a new role as father. 
For young Mary, day dreaming about someday 
marrying and having children, it meant making 
room for pregnancy before knowing a man, and 
believing her child to be special beyond human 
measure. It wasn’t easy for any of them to 
receive the new and wondrous word. Each time 
they asked a question to understand it 
according to their frame of knowledge, it  

seemed the answer blew apart that frame as too 
limiting.  

I think of our confirmation students, who are just 
beginning to move to a second phase of 
understanding a story; not just what happens in the 
story, but what does it mean. They naturally have 
many questions, like, “If God made everything who 
made God?” I’ve often tried to give an answer to 
such questions according to their understanding of 
things and usually found it a fruitless effort. I 
imagine Gabriel knew that however he answered 
Zechariah and Mary’s earthly questions with down-
to-earth details, it would only raise more questions. 
So, he simply put it, “Nothing is impossible with 
God.”  

As we come to know, the spiritual life is a two-fold 
process which repeats itself continuously: one of 
emptying and the other of being filled. Whether it’s 
what we know or what we want, this emptying 
process seems to go against our human nature, 
almost as a type of death. We might do it in search 
of the truth, but that only goes so far. It is the filling 
which pushes out some of the old thinking and 
willing. Like those novices watching the monk pour, 
we often cry out, “Stop.” Like Zechariah, Elizabeth 
and Mary we need time to ponder and think, letting 
the message gestate within us. The season of Advent 
is only three weeks, but the work of Advent is a life-
long process. 

Pastor Eilers 
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Reflections from Vicar Schuldheisz 

When my wife and I first moved to Washington, we 
lived with our son, Samuel, and his family in the 
parsonage right next door to Beautiful Savior 
Lutheran Church in Milton. We soon noticed a 
phrase that people were using in their 
conversations at the stores or in describing some 
events of their lives; the expression was, “IT IS 
WHAT IT IS!” This vernacular saying does not 
appear to be unique to Milton; we soon noticed it 
being said all over the South Puget Sound.  

“It is what it is” is a seemingly harmless local 
phrase that indicates the undeniable truth about a 
circumstance or situation. When gophers burrow 
their way through the garden and eat all the 
vegetable roots, “It is what it is!” When the fog 
rolls in off the Puget Sound and visibility is limited, 
“It is what it is!” More often than not, this fateful 
statement is associated with something negative or 
adverse to our lives, like the impact of COVID on 
our lives, “It is what it is!”  

Rather than disappointingly or passively sit by and 
watch, I would offer what the Apostle Paul shared 
in his letter to the Corinthians (1Cor. 12:12), “You 

are who you are by the Spirit for the common 
good!” as a more appropriate response. God has 
given each of us free will and has also blessed us 
with gifts (serving, teaching, preaching, giving, 
leading, encouraging, etc.) to positively impact our 
families, neighbors and those in our communities. 
By the power of the Holy Spirit we are given the 
courage, strength and opportunities to use our 
gifts. Rather than throw up our hands in despair or 
despondently admit that “It is what it is!”, may we 
with confidence and zeal step forward and share 
the Good News of Jesus birth and life with those in 
need.  

During Advent we prepare our hearts and minds 
for the revealing of Christ. May we join the Psalmist 
and “declare the steadfast love of the Lord” and 
“make known your faithfulness to all generations 
(Psalm 89:1).” We can draw on the strength that 
God revealed through the angels that first 
Christmas night in the fields outside of Bethlehem 
and joyfully share the good news of Jesus with 
those in need of this life-changing message!  

Vicar Joel 

 

Specific Ministry Program (SMP) Update 

Recently, Vicar Joel completed the first course in 
Concordia Seminary’s SMP program; the class was 
called, “Introduction to Pastoral Ministry.” In 
addition to learning about some of the biblical and 
historical foundations of the pastoral ministry, 
Vicar Joel had the opportunity to practice and hone 
skills in active listening, reflecting and developing 
greater awareness of members’ needs and feelings. 
Pastor Eilers, who serves as mentor, coach and 
supervisor, had the opportunity to meet weekly 

with Vicar Joel. Not only would they discuss the 
class readings from the week, but they would 
practice skills and provide feedback for 
development and growth. The seminary uses the 
word “formation” rather than training; while there 
are specific skills to develop, this process involves 
allowing the Holy Spirit to help mold, refine, form 
and shape our Vicar into the person God has called 
him to be. Thank you for your support, prayers and 
patience in this process!  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Updating the Church Directory

Angela Doyle and Valerie Rice have been working 
tirelessly to update the picture directory for the 
congregation. The “new” photo directory will be 
produced “in house”, in our church office so we 
have the capability of updating a couple of times a 
year when we have additional members to include. 
The goal is to have this directory ready for the 
beginning of the new year. Many of you have had 
your pictures taken in late October and early  

 

November, however, we still have several more 
people who haven’t been able to get their picture 
taken. We are requesting your cooperation in 
getting your picture taken on Sunday December 
6th, after either service or after congregational 
meeting. If you’re not able to attend church that 
day you can submit a picture to Valerie Rice or 
Vicar Joel Schuldheisz would be happy to schedule 
a time to come to your home to take a picture. 

 

President’s Corner 
 

 

In this months article I'm going to address my 
decision regarding the annual voters meeting. 
 

Earlier in the month of November, Governor Inslee, 
imposed restrictions to help curb the corona-
virus.  As our numbers rise and as Pierce County 
continues to see rising numbers, I felt it prudent to 
keep things as simple as possible.  We are 
currently  allowed to have 64 in the building at any 
one time.  This is 25% of our total capacity.  Each 
service is below that number but with a voters 
meeting held between services, the number would 
surely rise.  We would also be over that number 
were we to have only one service and then hold the 
voters meeting.  Since our congregational population 
is elderly (mostly), and a lot have preexisting 
conditions, I felt to be on the safe side, we should 
minimize exposure as much as possible. Here were 
the proposals presented: 
 

 Have one service with a voters meeting right 
afterward with Zoom (web-based video 
conferencing) if possible 

 Have two services with a voters meeting held 
between services.  This would put late service 
at about 11:00 to 11:15 and use Zoom if 
possible 

 Have a virtual voters meeting 

 Have two services at the usual times and a 
voters meeting after late service with Zoom if 
possible. 

 Have a voters meeting by mail with no 
questions and wait for results until all the 
votes are in. 

 

The one that seemed most feasible to me was to 
have two services at the usual times and a voters 
meeting after the second service (starting at 
approximately 11:30 am). 
 
We are hoping to provide the option of joining the 
meeting via Zoom, however, we may not have the 
technology details worked out until December 2nd or 
3rd.  Our numbers support this option better than 
the others.  We will still be under state guidelines for 
each service, and probably be under for the voters 
meeting.  I will apologize now for any inconvenience 
or hardship this may  cause.  We will comply with 
current guidelines as outlined.  This may not be 
popular but it is the correct thing to do.   
 
I wish to thank everyone who had input on this 
matter.  It was most helpful and encouraged me to 
make a decision that was best for the church, not for 
any one individual.   
 
Please remember to let a leader of the church know 
of concerns as we do not read minds.  Your concern 
might be on someone’s mind and an  answer 
necessary for all.   
 

Blessing to all 
In His Service 

Joe Morton



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Suggested Readings for December 2020 

 

Season Date Festival First Reading Psalm Epistle Gospel 

ADVENT Dec. 6 Second S. in Advent Is. 40:1–11 Psalm 85 2 Peter 3:8–14 Mark 1:1–8 

 Dec. 13 Third S. in Advent Is. 61:1–4, 8–11 Psalm 126 1 Thess. 5:16–24 

John 1:6–8,  

19–28 

 Dec. 20 Fourth S. in Advent 2 Sam. 7:1–11, 16 
Psalm 89:1–5 
(19–29) 

Rom. 16:25–27 Luke 1:26–38 

 Dec. 27 
First Sunday a. 
Christmas 

Is. 61:10—62:3 Psalm 111 Gal. 4:4–7 Luke 2:22–40 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Project 

Christmas 

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED  
ON DECEMBER 14TH  
at 12 NOON  

 
 TO HELP 

               FILL FOOD BAGS!  
Talk to  

Kathy Popplewell  
for further details. 



 
 

 
 

 

 

    Preschool News  www.littlelambstacoma.com 

Sharing Christ, Feeding Lambs 
 

ol. 

 
 

 

For the month of December our preschool will be 
focusing on the preparation and birth of Jesus our 
Lord and Savior. We are working on a special 
Christmas video to share with all the preschool and 
congregational families later in December in lieu of a 
live presentation. Our accreditation team will be 
finishing its self-study paperwork at the end of 
December. Our site visit is scheduled for March. We 
ask for God’s guidance and blessings as we finish our 
tasks and prepare for the visit. Many thanks to our 
accreditation team members: Vicar Joel & Mary 
Schuldheisz, Joe & Jean Morton, Angela Doyle, 
Tammy Boudreau, Melika Mindemann, Pastor Eilers, 
and myself. It is truly appreciated to have such a 
supportive and dedicated team. 

Thank you for all your prayers, love, and support to 
the preschool students, families, staff, and board 
members. During the difficult time it is such a 
blessing to have immeasurable support. We offer 
our prayers for you and ask God’s blessings on you 
this Christmas season. 
 

Serving our Savior,  

Bonnie Huset 

 
P.S. Thank you to everyone who purchased a 2021 
calendar. We appreciate it! Calendars are still 
available for $10.00 each. Please contact the church 
office. Thank you! 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sisters in Christ 
This strange year of 2020 is finally ending 
but our JOY is increasing! Jesus is real and 
here for you – rejoice always.  
 

Saturday, December 5 at 11 am we will fill 
and wrap 150 Christmas Boxes to be given 
by Tacoma Seafarers’ Center to seamen 
who come into the Port of Tacoma. Last 
year TSC gave out about 1,800 Christmas 
boxes with each having a message about 
Salvation, giving Christ to the nations. 
 

Let Us All With Gladsome Voice – Hymn 97 TLH 
1. Let us all with gladsome voice 

Praise the God of heaven. 
Who, to bid our hearts rejoice,  
His own Son hath given. 
 
 

 
2. To this vale of tears He comes,  

Here to serve in sadness, 
That with Him in heav’ns fair homes 
We may reign in gladness 
 

3. We are rich, for He was poor;  
Is not this a wonder?  
Therefore praise God evermore 
Here on earth and yonder. 
 

4. O Lord Christ, our Savior dear, 
Be Thou ever near us. 
Grant us now a glad new year. 
Amen, Jesus, hear us! 
 

Blessings to all, 

Jane 

Women in Mission / Women’s Ministry 

 

http://www.littlelambstacoma.com/


 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

May God grant you these gifts this Advent and 
Christmas! 

 
 

 
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church Staff: 
Front Row: Melika Mindemann, Bonnie Huset  

Back Row: Denes Van Parys, Vicar Joel Schuldheisz, Valerie Rice, Pastor Keith Eilers  


