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From the Pastor 
 

The big apple tree on the west lawn of the 
church, which last year produced an abundant 
crop, has not a single apple this year.  This is a 
disappointment, as I was counting on its fruit to 
make apple sauce.  Yet I also know that such 
occurrences are not unusual for apple trees.  
They seem to go fallow every third or fourth 
year.  I don’t know the reason for this with apple 
trees, but I do know that allowing a piece of land 
to go fallow for a year improves the health of the 
soil.  It allows the soil to build up nutrients which 
have been depleted over time by constant 
production of crops. It also seems to diminish the 
amount of weed seed in the soil.   Do apple trees 
by such behavior give evidence of the need for 
rest and rejuvenation in all of nature, including 
humans? 
    As we continue to live with the COVID 19 
restrictions, might a helpful way of interpreting 
our limited circumstances be to see them as our 
being in a fallow season?   Like the tree putting 
out new leaves in the spring, much of our lives 
remain the same.   It’s just that, for all outward 
appearances, we aren’t producing fruit.  Instead 
of feeling guilty about that, could we appreciate 
this as a time of rejuvenation?   That like our 
apple tree, we are building up the inner spiritual 
resources needed to once again become 
productive.   

Dietrich Bonhoeffer who struggled under the 
adverse conditions of the Nazi state, to lead an 
underground seminary, wrote a little book for 
that community called Life Together.  In it, he 
spelled out the basic needs to be alone and to be 
in community.    Whoever cannot be alone, 
should beware of community.   And the reverse, 
which is equally true. Whoever cannot stand 
being in community should beware of being  

alone.  He points out that quite often people who 
cannot be alone with themselves look to the church 
to fill that need, and more often than not they are 
disappointed.  In reality they are not seeking genuine 
community, but only a way to forget their isolation.   
“Alone you stood before God when God called you. 
Alone you had to obey God’s voice.  Alone you had to 
take up your cross, struggle and pray.   You cannot 
avoid yourself, for it is precisely God who has singled 
you out.”     But the reverse is equally true.  “You are 
called into the community of faith; the call was not 
meant for you alone. You carry your cross, you 
struggle, and you pray in the community of faith, 
those who are also called.  You are not alone even 
when you die, and on the day of judgment you will 
be only one member of the great community of faith 
in Jesus Christ.  If you neglect the community of other 
Christians, you reject the call of Jesus Christ.”  
   Our Lord Jesus lived with the two sides of 
community.   From the very beginning of their life 
together with him, the disciples knew how important 
was his time alone.  In Mark’s Gospel after an action-
packed first day of ministry, with people literally 
pressing at the door to see him well into the night, 
the disciples cannot find him the next morning.  
Finally, after a long search they find him in a lonely 
place.  They want him to return to the site of his 
successful ministry, but he has set his sights on other 
towns.  His mission was not merely to be a local 
physician, on call to the people in one place, but in a 
larger sense to be a physician to the world. This was 
the result of his being alone.  His being for people in 
a truly helpful way came from his being alone with 
himself.    
   As we come back together, I’m looking forward to 
the wisdom and rebalance which many of you have 
received in your time of being fallow. 

 

 

GOOD SHEPHERD NEWS 

Pastor Eilers 



 
 

 
 
Reflections from Vicar Schuldheisz 
 

Many of you know that I used to coach football and 
basketball at the high school and college level. 
While athletics involves many outstanding qualities 
and the development of positive traits like 
teamwork, the pursuit of excellence, achieving 
goals, healthy competition, and persistence 
through adversity, there are often negative 
outcomes of sports as well. By its nature, sports 
may involve conflict, loss of emotional control, 
anger and even bench clearing brawls. Because 
most sports use a scoreboard, there is a huge focus 
on winning and losing; Henry Russell Sanders, UCLA 
Bruins football coach in 1950, is attributed to 
saying, “Winning isn’t everything; it’s the only 
thing!” 
 
Speaking of losing…what year did Russell Wilson 
(quarterback for the Seattle Seahawks) throw that 
interception that cost them a Super Bowl victory? 
Or, when was the last time the Mariner’s won the 
World Series? Or, what about those Seattle Super 
Sonics? 
 
I’m not trying to insult you Seattle sports fans, but I 
am trying to make a point. Often we get so 
wrapped up in the “losses” that we face in life that 
we forget about the ultimate victory. Paul says in I 
Corinthians 15:55-57… 
 “O death, where is your victory? The sting 
of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But 
thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through 
our Lord Jesus Christ.”  
 
In Matthew chapter 16 verse 18, shortly after Peter 
confesses that Jesus is the Christ, the promised 

Messiah; Jesus uses some interesting imagery 
when He says, “the gates of hell shall not prevail 
against it.” At first glance, it appears that the gates 
of hell are attacking or are in the “offensive” mode. 
When looking closer at the text we see that gates 
were the main defensive mechanisms found in 
ancient cities and gates are often were the weakest 
points that enemies would attack to pillage the 
city.  
 
Another name for hell frequently used in the Old 
Testament was “Sheol; literally, the “place of 
death”. When a person says they have had a “hell 
of a day, week or month” they’re saying they went 
through Sheol (death). Jesus says that the gates of 
death can’t stand against the power of the 
resurrection. Christ has won the victory and ripped 
the gates of death off their hinges. Because we are 
joined to Christ through baptism, and Christ lives in 
us, we can be assured that nothing can separate us 
from Him or overcome us! 
 
Rather than dwelling on COVID’s gloomy impact on 
our schedules, jobs and lives or moaning about the 
secular world’s influence on our society, we must 
remember and celebrate the ultimate victory over 
death. As humans it is easy to get discouraged and 
feel like we’ve lost the “game”. We have had a 
“Sheol of a time” recently, our hopes and dreams 
have been shattered or at the least readjusted; but 
thanks be to God that Christ has won the victory 
over death assuring us that we have the hope of 
eternal life. 

Vicar Joel 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
Specific Ministry Program (SMP) Update 

Starting September 14th Vicar Joel will be starting on-line classes through Concordia Theological Seminary in 
St. Louis, Missouri. Fun fact, both Vicar Joel’s father and Mary’s (Joel’s wife) father graduated from Concordia 
Seminary in St. Louis. The first course that Vicar Joel will be taking is called: Practical Theology 411 - 
Introduction to Pastoral Ministry. This course provides an overview of the pastoral ministry and will explore 
issues related to the foundation of the pastoral office, nature of the pastoral ministry and relationship with 
the “priesthood of baptized”. Some of the readings for the course include chapters from the following 
textbooks: 

• Church & Ministry – The Role of Church, Pastor, and People from Martin Luther to CFW Walther, by 
Eugene F.A. Klug 

• Grace upon Grace – Spirituality for Today, by John W. Kleinig 
• Pastoral Theology, by Norbert H. Mueller 
• The Book of Concord – Confessions of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, Edited by Robert Kolb &B 

Timothy J. Wengert 

 

 
 

Suggested Readings for September 2020 
 

Season Date Festival First Reading Epistle Gospel 

 Sept. 6 
(Proper 18) 

Fourteenth S. a. 
Pentecost Exodus 12:1-14 Rom. 13:1–10  Matt. 18:1–20 

 Sept. 13 
(Proper 19) Fifteenth S. a. Pentecost Exodus 13:1-10 Rom. 14:1–12 Matt. 18:21–35 

 Sept. 20 
(Proper 20) Sixteenth S. a. Pentecost Isa. 55:6–9 Phil. 1:12–14, 

19–30 Matt. 20:1–16 

 Sept. 27 
(Proper 21) 

Seventeenth S. a. 
Pentecost 

Ezek. 18:1–4,  
25–32 

Phil. 2:1–4  
(5–13) 14–18 Matt. 21:23–27 (28–32) 

 

 
 
Do You Know Who Your Elder Is? 
 

Zone Elder Names 
1 Norm Gerken (253-845-1521) Alber – Classen 
2 Joe Morton (253-473-5649) Cunningham – Jaech 
3 Wayne Boudreau (253-405-4904) Jindra – McMichael 
4 Julian Doyle (253-584-7244) Michelotti – Scott 
5 Tony Huset (253-753-3764) See - Zmuda 



 
 

 

Vicar Joel Attends Continuing Education Session For 
Pastors 
For the past 30 summers Mary and Joel have 
traveled to Trinity Lutheran Camp in Bigfork, 
Montana (northwest Montana 3 hours north of 
Missoula) to serve and spend some family vacation 
time. Once again this summer, Vicar Joel had the 
opportunity to co-direct a basketball camp for 5th – 
9th graders with 57 participants and 20 
coaches/counselors. It was exciting to see the 
participants grow in their basketball skills at the gym 
and faith around the campfire and bible study time. 
One of the coaches was Good Shepherd’s own, Jacob 
Huset, who joined the staff for the first time this 
summer. Jacob also stayed another week and 
participated in the high school camp. 

For the past 6 years Mary has served as cook for the 
pastor’s continuing education week at Trinity 
Lutheran Camp; this year there were 30 pastors and 
their families attending. That meant that Mary, 
Mary’s sister Paula from Missouri, Vicar Joel and four 
other college students cooked and did dishes for the 
week of August 3rd – 7th for over 100 people. Vicar 
Joel was also able to attend the continuing 
education sessions for the pastors.  

The week-long seminar explored more closely what 
Luther actually taught and practiced with regard to 
the “doctrine of the two kingdoms”. Dr. Joel 
Biermann, Systematics Professor from Concordia 
Seminary in St. Louis, Missouri, presented that this is 
commonly understood in the United States as a 
“wall of separation” between church and state. 
Based on Luther’s original writings, examination of 
scripture and the Augsburg Confession, Biermann 
shared that this distinct “separation between church 
and state” is a decidedly non-Lutheran approach.  

In Professor Biermann’s book, “Wholly Citizens – 
God’s Two Realms and Christian Engagement with 
the World” (2017), he discusses that the temporal 
realm (also known as the left hand of God) and the 
spiritual realm (right hand of God) are both created 

by God. According to Luther, the temporal or 
governmental realm is to: 1) “help the poor, the 
orphans, and widows to justice and further their 
cause”, 2) “make and preserve just laws”, and 3) 
“they protect and guard against violence and 
force”(Luther’s Works, Commentary on Psalm 82, p. 
54-57). 

Throughout the week, during the lectures that took 
place in the Chapel of the Pines at Trinity Lutheran 
Camp, Professor Biermann further explained how 
the temporal realm uses the law and the “sword” 
while the Spiritual realm focuses on the word of God 
and uses the gospel. The temporal realm aims to 
protect the citizens, seek justice, and work towards 
peace while the Spiritual realm is interested in the 
means of grace, redeeming, restoring and aiming at 
justification and delivering peace. The common “wall 
of separation” should be, according to Biermann, 
more porous and permeable; there should be 
“distinction without divorce and cooperation 
without confusion (Biermann, 2017, p. 110).” 

Rich and engaging discussions throughout the week 
centered on the role of the Christian, the church, 
and her pastor in relation to the wider culture, 
including the government. Biermann urged a humble 
and yet passionate involvement in our communities; 
the solution, he noted, was “not to capitulate, but to 
proclaim and to practice God’s story. The way 
forward for the church’s people to work with 
deliberate diligence to inculcate God’s story into the 
very fabric of the lives of those entrusted to their 
care (Biermann, 2017, p. 193).” 

As we move forward into the fall election season and 
continued dialogue on other issues it is important 
that we speak in truth, love and humility. As Peter 
admonishes to, “always being prepared to make a 
defense to anyone who ask you for a reason for the 
hope that is in you; yet do so with gentleness and 
respect (I Peter 3:15).” 

 



 
 

 
President’s Corner 
 

 

During the month of August, Pastor Eilers talked 
about the Patriarchs of the Bible. He spoke about 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. These were ordinary 
men used by God to produce a nation to bring the 
Good News of Jesus to the world. 

I would like to take this opportunity to recognize 
three of the Patriarchs in our congregation. These 
men have pretty much done it all. They have 
cleaned, taught Sunday School, been on committees 
and boards, held church offices, made visits, cooked, 
and who knows what else. Who are these three? 
They are Harold Lawrence (age 97), Myron Schmidt 
(age 91), and Bill Retzloff (age 84). They are common 
ordinary people who heard the calling of God and 
followed that calling to a life of service to our Savior 
Jesus Christ. When you see these people, please 
thank them for their faithfulness and dedication. Our 
church would not be where it is today without these 
loyal and dedicated men. Thank you, gentlemen, for 
all you have done. 

I also want to recognize another person who has 
worked behind the scenes for the past 20 years. He 
has been our custodian the last five years and also 
our live in security person during his time here. The 
person I speak of is Jerry Baker. Jerry has cleaned, 
vacuumed, dusted, washed, trimmed bushes, 
cleaned parking lots, and much more for the past 20 

years. Jerry has stepped down from being the 
custodian but will continue as our on site security 
person. When you see Jerry, give him a big thank 
you for a job well done. He will be missed by us all as 
we look for someone to cover his duties. 

A big thank you to all who have continued to be 
active and help during our closure.  Thank you to 
Pastor Eilers, Vicar Joel, Denes Van Parys, Renata 
Jaech, and Joe Morton for their faithfulness during 
the recordings. Thank you to Kathy Popplewell, Bob 
Putts and others for continuing our free mean 
program during the shut-down. And thank you to 
Dukar Doyle for doing the lawn during the summer. 

As we reopen, some things will be the same, some 
things will be a little different. Please bear with us as 
we work through these difficult time. Everything is a 
work in progress and things will change. 

As always, if you have a question, please ask. We will 
get you an answer. We don’t read minds and if it’s 
on your mind, it’s probably also on someone else’s 
mind. 

See you in church! 
God’s Blesssings,  

Joe Morton

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Bible Study for Fall 
As you have read in an earlier letter and email to the congregation, starting September 6th, we will be 
returning to two services on Sunday mornings at 8:30 and 10:00am. At this time, due to state guidelines, we 
are not able to resume Sunday morning Bible Study or Sunday School classes. When we are able to reconvene 
for classes on Sunday morning, Pastor Eilers and Vicar Joel are planning to have one Adult Bible Class for a 
short period of time to create some unity, excitement and building up of the congregation. More details about 
the timing, topic and other logistics will be shared as we get closer to that opportunity.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rejoice always! We are beloved by the Lord so rejoice. We will be preparing 150 Christmas Boxes to be 
given out by Tacoma Seafarers Center. Please gather wrapped bars of soap, men’s socks, deodorant, 

toothbrushes, toothpaste, chap stick for the 150 boxes! 
 
 

Pray, 
 Praise, 

and Give, 

 Jane 
 

 
 

THE LUTHERAN HOUR MINISTRIES RADIO PROGRAM AND RESOURCES: 
The recordings of radio broadcasts are available on their website www.lhm.org. 

Lutheran Hour Ministries offers Daily Devotions, Video 
Based Bible Studies, Media Programs, and other 

opportunities to serve, through their website. 

Women in Mission / Women’s Ministry 
 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

    Preschool News  www.littlelambstacoma.com 

Sharing Christ, Feeding Lambs 
 

ol. 

 
 

 
Thank you for your prayers for our preschool. We 
will be opening in person with safety protocols in 
place. Please continue to pray for our students, 
families, staff, and board members. 

At this time our staff includes Melika Mindemann 
and myself. We will work together to provide for our 
limited number of students of 3, 4, and 5 year olds. If 
you know of someone looking for a preschool, we do 
have some spaces we can fill. We will not operate 
our 2 year old class but will reassess in December 
and possibly open in January. Depending on the 
health climate of our area, we may wait until the 
next school year to offer this class. 

Our board has prayerfully considered our options 
and we have agreed that for the sake of our church, 
preschool, and all the families involved, this is our 
best option. 

Our preschool still intends to have our calendars 
available for sale during the month of November. All 
Northwest nature photographers, please submit 
your 3 or less photos and corresponding Bible verse 
to Valerie by October 15th. Thank you in advance for 
your submissions. 

 
Serving our Savior,  
 

Bonnie Huset 
  
 
 
 
 

STAYING CONNECTED WITH OUR GOOD SHEPHERD FAMILY 
 
 
 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!         HAPPY ANNIVERSARY! 
 

Dave & Jacquie Owens  09/02/1971 49 
 

 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY!           HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 

Kathy Popplewell 9/2 
Evvin Deaderick 9/3 
Jean Morton 9/5 
Brigitte Boudreau 9/6 
Jeanie Singler 9/8 
Sylvia Whitman 9/8 
Daniel Munoz 9/11 
Tylar Farnsworth 9/12 
Martha Suarez 9/13 

Carol Mahaffie 9/15 
Zephra Brehmer 9/22 
Rose Speer  9/23 
Gayle Schular 9/25 
Anita Huntsman 9/26 
Jessica Baughman 9/27 
Tom Chontofalsky 9/29 

 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 

In Christ, for the Church and the World 
 
 
 
 

SEPTEMBER 2020 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY  SATURDAY 

  1   
9:15 am Ladies Bible 

Study 
10 am Quilting 
 
6:00 pm Free Meal  
6:30 pm Elders 

2 
 

12:00  pm Bulletin  
  Announcements  
  Deadline 
 
5:45 pm Preschool Bd 

3  
10 am Preschool 

Orientation 
 

6:30 pm Preschool 
Orientation 

4  5 
 

9 am Trustees 

6   14th SUNDAY IN 
PENTECOST 

 

       8:30 am WORSHIP 
     10:00 AM WORSHIP 

 

7 
Labor Day— 
OFFICE CLOSED 

8   
8:30 am Jr. Kind. 
8:45 am Preschool 
 
9:15 am Ladies Bible 

Study 
10 am Quilting 
 
 
6:00 pm Free Meal  

9 
8:30 am Jr. Kind. 
8:45 am Preschool 

 

12:00  pm Bulletin  
  Announcements  
  Deadline 

 

10  
8:30 am Jr. Kind. 
8:45 am Preschool 

 
 
 
 

 

11  
8:30 am       

Jr. Kind. 
 

 
Office Closes 
 at 12 noon 

 

12 
 

 

13  15th SUNDAY IN 
PENTECOST 

 
 

Mites & Missions Offering 
       8:30 am WORSHIP 
     10:00 AM WORSHIP 

 

14  
8:30 am Jr. Kind. 
8:45 am Preschool 

15 
8:30 am Jr. Kind. 
8:45 am Preschool 

   
9:15 am Ladies Bible 

Study 
10 am Quilting 
 
 
6:00  pm Free Meal 

16  

  8:30 am Jr. Kind. 
  8:45 am Preschool 

 
 

 
12:00  pm Bulletin  
  Announcements  
  Deadline 
 

17  
  8:30 am Jr. Kind. 
  8:45 am Preschool 

 
 

 
 

18  
  8:30 am          

Jr. Kind. 
 

Office Closes 
 at 12 noon 

 

19 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

20  16th SUNDAY IN 
PENTECOST 

 

       8:30 am WORSHIP 
     10:00 AM WORSHIP 
 

12:00 pm Church Council 
 

21  
8:30 am Jr. Kind. 
8:45 am Preschool 

22   
8:30 am Jr. Kind. 
8:45 am Preschool 

 
9:15 am Ladies Bible 

Study 
10 am Quilting 

 
NEWSLETTER 

ARTICLES 
DEADLINE 

 
6:00  pm Free Meal 

23 
8:30 am Jr. Kind. 
8:45 am Preschool 
 

 
 

12:00  pm Bulletin  
  Announcements  
  Deadline 

24  
8:30 am Jr. Kind. 
8:45 am Preschool 
 
 
 

 

25  
  8:30 am          

Jr. Kind. 
. 

 
 

Office Closes 
 at 12 noon 

 

26 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

27 17th SUNDAY IN 
PENTECOST 

 

       8:30 am WORSHIP 
     10:00 AM WORSHIP 

 

28  
8:30 am Jr. Kind. 
8:45 am Preschool 

29  
8:30 am Jr. Kind. 
8:45 am Preschool 

 
9:15 am Ladies Bible 

Study 
10 am Quilting 
 
 
6:00 pm Free Meal 

30  

8:30 am Jr. Kind. 
8:45 am Preschool 

 
 
 

12:00 pm Bulletin  
  Announcements  
  Deadline 
 

   

 

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH 


