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     One of the more uncomfortable tasks of 
this stay at home season, has been that I have 
to listen to myself.  I’m not referring to those 
inner dialogues of the mind, but to the fact of 
listening to myself preach in the recorded 
worship services which we are producing.  I 
find it extremely hard to listen without 
critiquing.  Years ago, I had gradually stopped 
listening to myself, mostly I think, so that I 
could retain some shred of confidence (maybe 
it was denial) to begin work on the next 
sermon.   Because it can be so self-defeating, 
self-examination is one of the more difficult 
tasks for anyone who preaches or teaches. For 
there is always plenty of reason for 
improvement.  Recently a colleague in a text-
study group was asking himself the question of 
whether his sermons were at all helpful, 
especially as he thought about the young 
woman in a wheel-chair with MS who intently 
listens to him every Sunday.   “You’d think,” he 
said, “that after 53 years of this I would be 
better at it.”  

      In my own case, I know I’m illustrating a 
basic human trait, which is that we flee from 
the truth about ourselves.  I’m joining Adam 
and Eve behind the bushes, grabbing at 
whatever is available to cover that part of 
ourselves of which we are ashamed.   For a 
brief moment we might actually believe that a 
cover-up works and that life can continue on 
as though nothing has happened.   But the 
truth is that our poor performance, stemming 
from our wrong thinking will not go away or be 
undone so easily.    Even though we are hiding 
from God, it is only when God, the one whose 
judgment we fear the most, finds us that we  

can be helped.  And the first part of that help is to 
see ourselves honestly, no matter how 
uncomfortable.   There is a sense of judgment to 
it, but judgment is simply allowing truth to have 
its way with us.   

       We as a people are like Adam and Eve, hiding 
and believing our cover-ups.  Then along comes 
something like this pandemic, which for people of 
faith sounds like the voice of God.   God calls out 
“Where are you?” and it has the feel of judgement 
to it.   No cover-up such as our sense of American 
exceptionalism that we are the wealthiest country 
with the best health system in the world, will hide 
the truth that there are gross inadequacies among 
us and money alone will not save us.  People of 
faith view the present events through a Biblical 
lens, which includes the words of the prophets 
who warned kings, priests and people of the 
injustices among them, and the dire consequences 
if they did not change.  This is a time of judgment, 
when things are revealed, and uncomfortable 
truths become evident.   

      But that same Biblical lens reveals another 

great truth.   God calls to Adam and Eve not to 

destroy them, but to save them from their 

misguided ways.  Will they own up to their being 

the reason for their sorry state of affairs?  The 

story shows that in spite of the hard evidence 

against them, they want to blame rather than 

confess.  We hear plenty of blame and denial 

flying around in this pandemic.  In my particular 

case, with no one to blame but myself, denial 

seemed the best option.  But in so doing, I made 

myself a slave to fear, afraid of the truth that 

would set me free.    The truth for me is that I am  
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a cracked vessel when it comes to conveying the 

refreshment of the Gospel.  I need not be afraid of 

it, for truth be told, God seems to prefer cracked 

vessels so that it is clearly evident where the 

refreshment comes from.  For my colleague with 

his doubts of adequacy for the young woman in a 

wheelchair who says she’s given up on this God  

 

 

 

business, but who still shows up looking for 

something, he might be most helpful to her when 

he is most honest about his own questions.  For us 

all, not only during this pandemic but always, can 

we take to heart the truths that are being 

revealed and see them as a diagnosis from the 

One who would heal us? 

Pastor Eilers 
 

President’s Corner 
 

 

Here we are, June is here and we are still in our 
homes under a “Stay in Place” order. If you are like 
me, you feel the need to get out and enjoy the 
great outdoors with family and friends. It will 
happen soon enough and then it will be all the 
more sweet for each of us. 
 

As Tempers flare around us, we need to remember 
everyone is in the same predicament we are in. A 
recent “Dear Abby” column reminds us that 
treating others as we want to be treated goes a 
long way. It had to do with a short course in 
courtesy. I’m going to share that with you now: 
 

The six most important words: “I admit I made a 
mistake.” The five most important words: “You did 
a good job.” The four most important words: 
“What is your opinion?” The three most important 
words: “If you please.” The two most important 
words: “Thank you.” The one most important 
word: “We.” The least most important word: “I.” 
 

We should remember, it’s not about me but about 
everyone. Jesus made that perfectly clear when He 
said, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, 
soul and mind; and love your neighbor as yourself.” 
We don’t do enough of that and I feel it shows. We 
try but we fail. We jut need to pick ourselves up 
and try again. 
 

We have tallied the returned ballots. Here are the 
results:  
 

Item 1.  The constitution amendment of changing 
Concordia Lutheran School and Mount Rainier 
Lutheran High School to their combined name of 
Concordia Christian Academy: 

Passed by a margin of 97%. 

 
Item 2.  The constitution amendment to allow the 
Vice President as a signer for the church bank 
accounts: 

Passed by a margin of 92%. 
 

Item 3.  The vote to accept the Vicar Agreement 
with Joel Schuldheisz to be our SMP Candidate and 
future Pastor after graduation and ordination: 

Passed by a margin of 74%. 
We will offer the Vicar Agreement to Joel. 

 

We also applied for the Paycheck Protection Plan 
from the federal government. We were approved 
and as yet still haven’t received word of 
disbursement of funds. This will help pay for our 
staff salaries during the down time. 
 

I wish to thank all the faithful people who have 
sent their offerings into the office. Your 
thoughtfulness and generosity have allowed us to 
keep the doors open and the lights on. Thank you 
to all. 
 

When we do get back to worship together, there 
are going to be some changes. We might not be 
able to sit by those we were accustomed sitting 
near, we might have to skip a row of pews for 
social distancing, and we will probably have to limit 
the number in a pew. It will be a work in progress, 
but we will let you know what’s happening when 
we are able to do it.  
 

Our thoughts and prayers go out to everyone 
during this time. Should you need something, don’t 
hesitate to ask. We will see what we can do. 

Joe Morton, President 



 
 

 
 

 

Dear fellow members of Good Shepherd,  
 

I was totally surprised at the outpouring of sentiments and gifts that you forwarded to me for serving as 
Visitation Pastor and preaching for Good Shepherd. When Pastor Dan first approached me about doing this, I 
was wary because I had been enjoying my retirement and wasn't sure how this would affect my time. But it 
became a joy to me, and the people I visited became kind of "my congregation." It was rewarding for me to 
hear their stories and to be able to bring them the comfort of God's Word and the Lord's Supper. It was also 
hard to see them being taken home by our Lord, but knowing the goal of their faith was met. So I will 
definitely miss this. My move is slated now for May 27th. It will take me a few days to get to North Branch, 
Minnesota, where my son and daughter-in-law and soon-to-be granddaughter are. (My address there will be 
4811 384th Trail, North Branch, 55056.) Meanwhile, God keep all of you safe in His care.  
 
Blessings in Christ,  

Pastor David Schmidt 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Washington / Alaska District LWML 
Convention  

September 25 – 27, 2020  
in Grand Mound, Washington  

 

“But if we walk in the light, as he is in the 

light, we have fellowship with one another, 
and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us 

from all sin.” 1 John 1:7 

 

Women in Mission / Women’s Ministry 

 



 
 

 

 

 

       Preschool News  www.littlelambstacoma.com 

Sharing Christ, Feeding Lambs 
 

ol. 

 
 

      Congratulations to all our preschool children for completing the 2019-2020 school year! 
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http://www.littlelambstacoma.com/


 
 

 
2019-2020 Church Year Calendar—Series A 

June 7 - 28 
 

Season Date Festival First Reading Psalm Epistle Gospel 

 
June 7 The Holy Trinity  Gen. 1:1—2:4a   Psalm 8  

Acts 2:14a, 22–
36 

Matt. 28:16–20 

 
June 14 
(Proper 6) 

Second S. a. Pente-
cost 

Ex. 19:2–8 Psalm 100 Rom. 5:6–15 
Matt. 9:35—10:8 
(9–20) 

 
June 21 
(Proper 7) 

Third S. a. Pente-
cost 

Jer. 20:7–13 
Psalm 91:1–10 
(11–16)  

Rom. 6:12–23 
Matt. 10:5a,  
21–33 

 
June 28 
(Proper 8) 

Fourth S. a. Pente-
cost 

Jer. 28:5–9 
Psalm 119:153–
160 

Rom. 7:1–13 Matt. 10:34–42 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do You Know Who Your Elder Is? 
 

Zone Elder Names 

1 Norm Gerken (253-845-1521) Alber – Classen 

2 Joe Morton (253-473-5649) Cunningham – Jaech 

3 Wayne Boudreau (253-405-4904) Jindra – McMichael 

4 Julian Doyle (253-584-7244) Michelotti – Scott 

5 Tony Huset (253-753-3764) See - Zmuda 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday Sermon Recordings 

 are available for you to listen, share, and enjoy on our website @ 

www.goodshepherdluth.com 

THE LUTHERAN HOUR MINISTRIES RADIO PROGRAM AND RESOURCES: 
The recordings of radio broadcasts are available on their website www.lhm.org. 

Lutheran Hour Ministries offers Daily Devotions, Video 
Based Bible Studies, Media Programs, and other 

opportunities to serve, through their website. 

http://www.goodshepherdluth.com/
http://www.lhm.org/

