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It goes without saying, but sometimes we need to 
remind ourselves that we are living through a piv-
otal point in history.  Many are the experts who 
say what we are experiencing has not happened 
since the Great Depression, or the Flu Pandemic of 
1918.  While for the majority of us the effect is 
mostly one of inconvenience we all know people 
who have gotten sick with the virus and we cer-
tainly know people whose financial security has 
been threatened.  But for all of us the question is 
what will be our lasting legacy from this.    

I recently listened to David McCullough one of our 
nation’s premier historians, talk about the place of 
history for a person.  He said reading history is im-
portant for a person because it gives us perspec-
tive.  Few of us have the range of life experiences 
to truly understand the course of events impacting 
us, to say nothing of how our own life is shaped by 
them.  But reading history broadens our life, so 
that we can see these events in comparison to 
other fearful events in history.  As McCullough 
said, “We will get through this.” 

In 1527 the bubonic plague returned to the city of 
Wittenberg, Germany.  It was a recurrence of the 
scourge that had killed more than 25% of Europe’s 
population in the 14th century.  As a religious 
leader Martin Luther counseled the government to 
establish centralized hospitals to avoid contami-
nating homes and to move the cemeteries outside 
the city.  In words that sound familiar to us, he 
wrote,  

“Then I shall fumigate, help purify the air, administer 
medicine, and take it.  I shall avoid places and persons 
where my presence is not needed in order not to be-
come contaminated and thus perchance infect and pol-
lute others.”  Plague clarifies the obligation to one’s 
neighbor.  

Another historian, reflecting on the Flu Pandemic of 
1918, which in today’s population numbers took well 
over a million people, was puzzled that she could not 
find more reflective pieces from people at that time.  
Even within her own family, she never remembered her 
grandparents ever mentioning it, even though they had 
lost family members to it.  She guessed at various rea-
sons, but one possibility stuck with me, that they felt 
guilt over what they did or did not do during that time.  

What will be the lessons learned, both nationally and 
personally, from the Covid 19 Pandemic?  Will we re-
member the fragility of the securities in which we trust?   
Will we value more highly our health care systems?  Will 
we see how interconnected we are with each other?  
Will we see the value for the common good of individ-
ual acts of kindness? Will we have a new appreciation 
for our faith communities and their gathering?   Will we 
personally remember the fears which plagued us, and 
the trust in God which nourished us? 

Pastor Eilers 
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President’s Corner 
 
 

 

Where has the time gone? It’s May already and it 
seems the year has flown by so fast. This spring has 
been very different from those past. The shelter in 
place order has most of us going stir-crazy looking 
at the same four walls every day. Although the 
world has changed, the church is still here for all. 
We have continued to bring the good news of Jesus 
Christ to you even though it’s not in person. 

A few happenings for your information. First: We 
will hold a Voters Meeting the week after we are 
back worshiping together. We have three (3) items 
to vote on. Two have to do with the Constitution 
and the third has to do with the SMP. Please let me 
explain. 

The constitutional items have to do with signature 
rights on the church checking account and 
combining Concordia and Mount Rainier Lutheran 
High School into one entity, Concordia Christian 
Academy. We currently only have one person 
authorized to sign checks for the church. It is the 
Church Treasurer. We do not have an Assistant 
Treasurer at this point. It has been proposed to add 
the Vice-President of the Congregation as a 
signature for the church. AS for combining 
Concordia and Mount Rainier, this is merely a 
formality we need to do since neither exist 
separately and combined as Concordia Christian 
Academy. 

Now the SMP. The Call Committee / Church Council 
voted to suspend talks with Patrick Moore (from 
Colorado). It was felt that we could not afford him 
and further negotiations would be ineffective. We 
are therefore reconsidering Joel Schuldheisz for the 
position. The conflict he had before is no longer in 
play since Concordia University in Portland has 
closed. There are three changes to be made. 1. He 

has asked to lower the salary to $50,000. 2. He has 
asked to have us pay for his SMP education (this is 
over a longer period of time vs. his salary, it will 
cost us less per year than before), and 3. He asked 
for a 3-week vacation vs. 2-week we previously 
offered. These are all acceptable to the Church 
Council and will come to your attention at the 
Voters Meeting once we are back meeting again. I 
have been in contact with Joel and he is aware we 
cannot move forward until the voters approve the 
package.  

As long as the shelter in place order is in effect, we 
will continue to provide weekly recordings of 
church services for you. A huge thank you to those 
involved doing the recordings. It’s a blessing to 
everyone in the church to hear God’s Word on a 
regular basis. 

Things continue to get done around the church, 
albeit slowly. We aren’t able to meet as a group, so 
individually people come in and volunteer to get 
stuff done. We continue to praise God for the 
faithfulness of our congregation in sending their 
offerings in. We are able to pay the bills and payroll 
through your generosity. Thank you to all. Those 
who have contributed to Pastor Schmidt’s leaving 
fund, thank you. We will get those funds to him 
before he leaves. He has been an important 
member of our team and will be deeply missed. 

Blessings to all. Let us know if we can be of help or 
if some other needs arise. We will be able to 
worship again as a congregation. When, I don’t 
know, but I pray it’s soon. 

 

Serving Our Risen Savior,  

Joe Morton, President 
 



 
 

 

2019-2020 Church Year Calendar—Series A 
May 3 – May 31 

 

Season Date Festival First Reading Psalm Epistle Gospel 

EASTER May 3 Fourth S. of Easter Acts 2:42–47 Psalm 23 1 Peter 2:19–25 John 10:1–10 

 May 10 Fifth S. of Easter Acts 6:1–9; 
7:2a, 51–60 Psalm 146 1 Peter 2:2–10 John 14:1–14 

 May 17 Sixth S. of Easter  Acts 17:16–31   Psalm 66:8–20 1 Peter 3:13–22   John 14:15–21 
 May 21 The Ascension of 

Our Lord Acts 1:1–11  Psalm 47  Eph. 1:15–23  Luke 24:44–53 

 May 24 Seventh S. of Easter     Acts 1:12–26  Psalm 68:1–10 1 Peter 4:12–19; 
5:6–11 John 17:1–11 

PENTECOST May 31 The Day of Pente-
cost Num. 11:24–30 Psalm 25:1–15 Acts 2:1–21  John 7:37–39 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Do You Know Who Your Elder Is? 
 

Zone Elder Names 
1 Norm Gerken (253-845-1521) Alber – Classen 
2 Joe Morton (253-473-5649) Cunningham – Jaech 
3 Wayne Boudreau (253-405-4904) Jindra – McMichael 
4 Julian Doyle (253-584-7244) Michelotti – Scott 
5 Tony Huset (253-753-3764) See - Zmuda 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Sunday Sermon Recordings 
 are available for you to listen, share, and enjoy on our website @ 

www.goodshepherdluth.com 

THE LUTHERAN HOUR MINISTRIES RADIO PROGRAM AND RESOURCES: 
The recordings of radio broadcasts are available on their website www.lhm.org. 

Lutheran Hour Ministries offers Daily Devotions, Video 
Based Bible Studies, Media Programs, and other 

opportunities to serve, through their website. 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Dear Ladies of Good Shepherd, 
 
Until we learn of further updates, the Washington / 
Alaska District Convention September 25 – 27, 2020 
in Grand Mound, Washington is still scheduled. If 
that changes, we will give you updates. The theme 
is: “Walk in the Light.”    The theme verse is 1 John 
1:7, “But if we walk in the light, as he is in the 
light, we have fellowship with one another, 

and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us 
from all sin.” 
 

Remember Mites! Help fill the mission goals! 

Pray, Praise, and Give Thanks! 

Jane 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

       Preschool News  www.littlelambstacoma.com 

Sharing Christ, Feeding Lambs 
 

ol. 
 

Our God is an awesome God. This statement is so 
true – every day. Even in this difficult time we can 
see that God has ultimate control. We can see his 
blessings in large and small ways. In today’s 
computer age people have ways of communicating 
with one another that weren’t available thirty years 
ago or even less. Teachers and students would be at 
a standstill as far as education strategies. Even today 
our preschool is able to keep in touch and send 
lessons home by the grace of God through computer 
technology. 

  

We continue to send home the Bible stories, prayers, 
and songs as well as lessons and projects. It is our 
hope that the families see God’s blessings in all of 
this.  

  

During this time we would have our flower 
fundraiser. Logistically that won’t happen this year. 
We would like to give a shout-out to Andy, the 
owner of Sunrise Nursery in Graham, who has 
graciously served our preschool and made a 
donation himself each year to our program. 

  

We continue to ask for your prayers as we continue 
to offer our praise and petitions to our Lord and 
Savior. 

  

Serving our Savior, 

Bonnie Huset 
Director / Teacher 

 

 
 
 

 

Women in Mission / Women’s Ministry 
 


