
NOTES ON MAUNDY THURSDAY    APRIL 9, 2020 

Matthew 26: 20-29;   Mark 14: 17-25;  Luke 22: 14-23;  I Corinthians 11: 23-29 

 

Comparing the Gospel accounts of this meal, we see that Matthew and Mark are nearly 

identical, Luke has the same essentials, but much more teaching.   Paul is writing, as he says, to 

pass on the tradition which had been handed down to him.  In the thirty years since the actual 

event it has been condensed into a formula which is repeated. 

When reading the Gospel accounts, we may note that there is as much verbiage about his 

betrayal as about the new meaning of the bread and wine. 

Why do you suppose Jesus chose this moment to bring up the subject of betrayal? 

What was the disciple’s frame of mind when they heard the words about his body and the new 

covenant in the shedding of his blood? 

What does it say to us that the “betrayal” is a prominent part of the condensed formula? 

 

Being a Passover meal, the bread and wine already had a religious significance.  The bread was 

to remind them of the “bread of affliction” which their ancestors ate before they were 

delivered.  The wine was “the blood of the lamb” smeared on their ancestors doorframes which 

was the sign that saved them from the angel of death.    

 

Even though Jesus speaks of this as a “new covenant” how is it related to and builds upon the 

“old covenant”? 

Why do you suppose that the observance of this meal has become so central to Christian 

Worship? 

According to Paul, how might this meal be abused? 

If we think of the “body” not only in terms of the body of Christ in the bread, but in the 

corporate gathering of the believers, how might that inform the importance of our eating 

together? 

 

We hear these readings in a different way this year because of the pandemic limitations.   The 

meditation seeks to see some good in our longing for this sacrament, as in “Absence makes the 

heart grow fonder.”     In Luke’s account Jesus tells the disciples that he has “earnestly desired 

to eat this meal with (them) before his suffers.”   Why do you suppose Jesus looked forward so 

longingly to this meal?   

 

Jesus also says that he “will not drink of the fruit of the vine, until that day when I drink it new 

with you in my Father’s kingdom.”     Jesus gives this meal a future hope.   

For what do we hope as we eat this meal? 

How does that hope translate into present behaviors and actions? 



   


