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In a recent devotional piece which Ginny and I 
use, we came across the word prevenient.  She 
asked if I knew what it meant.  All I could 
remember is that there is an important 
theological concept called “Prevenient Grace.”   
So not remembering precisely, I punted; and 
referred to the Latin roots of pre, meaning 
before, and venus meaning a way or venue.  
That didn’t help us much, so I looked it up.  I was 
on the right track as it does come from the Latin, 
and it means anticipatory.  Our dictionary even 
made note of the theological concept saying it 
referred to those actions of God done before we 
believe which enable us to come to faith.   An 
example might be the story of baby Moses 
which I and the pre-kindergarten class discussed 
this morning.  With a death sentence on all 
newborn Hebrew baby boys, saying they should 
be cast into the Nile river, Moses is set afloat on 
the Nile but rescued by an Egyptian princess.  
There is a whole lot of prevenient grace here, as 
he grows up with an outlook totally opposite 
that of a slave, and educated in the best 
organizational models of the Egyptian empire.  
All this equipping him for the later task of 
leading the people of Israel out of bondage.   
 
       I would guess that people who have gone 
through a life-changing experience of coming to 
faith, after years of not knowing, or even 
vehemently resisting the ways of God, are more 
acutely aware of prevenient grace.  In hindsight 
they may see it in the dedication of parent or 
grandparent in bringing them to church, or the 
fact that they survived a wild youth, or even  
 

 
 
when they learned the hard way that there are 
boundaries in life and consequences when you 
ignore them.   The apostle Paul would be a 
prime example of prevenient grace when he 
says, “…though formerly I was a blasphemer, 
persecutor, and insolent opponent.  But I 
received mercy…and the grace of our Lord 
overflowed for me…” I Timothy 1: 13,14.   
 
     But for many of us, it takes a concerted 
effort, such as the celebration of Thanksgiving to 
become aware that we swim in an ocean of 
grace, most of which we scarcely acknowledge.   
Going back to the story of Moses’ childhood, we 
(the pre-kindergarteners and me) talked about 
the many people who took care of us when we 
were infants.  Most of them had siblings, just as 
Moses had an older sister Miriam, who watched 
over him as he floated on the Nile, and had the 
wits about her to suggest that the princess 
might need a wet-nurse to help care for the 
baby she had just found.   More often than not, 
it is only when we ourselves have children, that 
we appreciate what was done for us.     Similarly 
it is when nature shows us its face of striking 
beauty, that we stop to appreciate what has 
always been there.   It is as we ponder this 
beauty and the intricacy of the earth’s systems, 
such as its tilt which brings us the changing 
seasons, that we realize this is all prevenient.  It 
is before we existed, or before we could effect 
it.  It is anticipatory of something, and that 
something from beginning to end is  grace. 

 

Pastor Eilers 
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President’s Corner  

 

On October 13, 2019, we held a Congregational 
Meeting for information and direction regarding 
our SMP candidate, Joel Schuldheisz. This meeting 
was to help the Church Council (your 
representatives) to better understand the will of 
the congregation. 

There was much discussion about the salary and 
benefit package proposed and a counter proposal 
by Joel. Many questions were asked and answered 
in this forum. We originally proposed a salary of 
$48,000; educational expenses of $4000; Concordia 
Health Plan B, Concordia Medical, Retirement, 
Disability; expenses in moving his family to 
Tacoma; 2 week vacation; travel to and from St. 
Louis for the SMP process in the summer; travel for 
Pastor Eilers (his advisor); and a mentor 
compensation. Our discussion centered around the 
salary and education benefit. A counter proposal of 
a salary of $55,000 and an educational benefit of 
$10,000 had been received. 

An advisory vote from the congregation showed 
the congregation supported the $55,000 salary but 
felt half the education benefit was more realistic 

for Good Shepherd to meet. All other benefits in 
the package were kept the same. A Church Council 
meeting directly after the Congregational Meeting 
agreed and we have counter proposed an offer 
stating what the congregation wishes.  

November events will include an All Saints Service 
on November 1 at Prince of Peace in Lakewood. 
This will start at 7 pm with refreshments following. 
Our holiday schedule will include a Thanksgiving 
Eve Service at 6:30 pm and NO service Thanksgiving 
day. Midweek advent services will start after that, 
preceded by a soup supper. 

As usual, your input is important to us. If you have 
a question or comment, take it to a church leader 
and we will get you an answer. We don’t read 
minds and if it’s on your mind, it’s on someone 
else’s mind. 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. 

See you in church. 

Joe Morton, President 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do You Know Who Your Elder Is? 
 

Zone Elder Names 

1 Norm Gerken (253-845-1521) Alber – Classen 

2 Joe Morton (253-473-5649) Cunningham – Jaech 

3 Wayne Boudreau (253-405-4904) Jindra – McMichael 

4 Julian Doyle (253-584-7244) Michelotti – Scott 

5 Tony Huset (253-753-3764) See - Zmuda 
 

 

 

 

*Update regarding Joel Schuldheisz and his salary and benefit package: 

 

The Vicarage Agreement for Joel Schuldheisz has been revised, signed, and sent to Joel on 
Tuesday, October 22, 2019.   



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesdays:  
Bible Study (9:15 am) 
Quilting (10 am) 

Mites–Sunday, November 10 
Packing Christmas Boxes-Sat., November 23 
Seafarers Auxiliary-Tue., November 26 

 
 

Dear Sisters in Christ,  
 
Have you looked in the fall quarterly at the 
Convention Highlights that was in Mobile, Alabama 
in June? You are always welcome to attend LWML 
events! 
 
Next year 2020 will have our District Convention is 
September at the Great Wolf Lodge. Let’s try to have 
a bunch of Good Shepherd Ladies be there and enjoy 
the shared blessing of being with sisters in Christ. 
 

How do you pack and wrap 150 Christmas packages 
in a short amount of time? Come on Saturday, 
November 23 and find out. 
 
Pastor Eilers spoke of Mites on LWML Sunday 
October 6, but did you know that $5 bills have a 
purple “5” on the back? (Purple is the LWML color!). 
Mites are NOT just change, but bills and checks also! 
 

Serving the Lord, 
with gladness 
 

Jane Oberg 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday Sermon Recordings 

 are available for you to listen, share, and enjoy on our website @ 

www.goodshepherdluth.com 

Women in Mission / Women’s Ministry 

 

THE LUTHERAN HOUR MINISTRIES RADIO PROGRAM AND RESOURCES: 
The recordings of radio broadcasts are available on their website www.lhm.org. 

Lutheran Hour Ministries offers Daily Devotions, Video 
Based Bible Studies, Media Programs, and other 

opportunities to serve, through their website. 

 

Men’s Bible Studies in November 

Saturday, November 2
nd

 – 8 am 

“A New Focal Point”  John 2 

 

 

Saturday, November 16
th

 – 8 am 

“Look at Me”  John 3-5 
 

 
 

http://www.goodshepherdluth.com/
http://www.lhm.org/


 
 

 

 

 

       Preschool News  www.littlelambstacoma.com 

Sharing Christ, Feeding Lambs 
 

ol. 
 

Thank you to all who submitted photographs for our 

2020 calendar. We were blessed with an abundant 

amount of submissions this year. Calendars for 2020 

will be for sale during the month of November for 

$10 each. A sample will be available in the narthex. 

 

November 10th will also be the date for our cookie 

sale! We are asking for donations of cookies to be 

delivered Thursday or Friday during office hours or 

on Saturday between 9:30 – 10:30 am. We will be 

selling the cookies for $5 per box in the narthex 

following our 9:30 am worship service. (The calendar 

funds will support accreditation costs and the cookie 

sales will support our scholarship program.  

 

Thank you for your continued prayers for our 

preschool, the students, staff, and board members. 

We are grateful and encouraged by your prayer 

support. For this year we are also asking prayers for 

our accreditation team as we continue to work 

through the process to prepare for our site visit in 

May. Thank you to Tammy Boudreau who has 

stepped forward to become our board treasurer. If 

you are still interested in joining our board as a 

member-at-large, we have room. The position of 

secretary is also available. By the grace of God our / 

your preschool continues to thrive and grow. To God 

be the glory! 

 

Serving our Savior, 
 

Bonnie Huset 
Director / Teacher 

 
 
 

 

 

2020 CALENDAR SALES 

 
The preschool has 2020 calendars for sale at $10 each during November. 

The beautiful photographs that are featured are from members, friends, or family  
of Good Shepherd Lutheran Church and Preschool.  

The proceeds from the fundraiser will help with the accreditation costs. 
 

http://www.littlelambstacoma.com/


 
 

BOXES OF COOKIES SALE! 

Sunday, November 10th 

If you have cookies to donate, please deliver to the 
church office during office hours on Thursday and Friday,  

November 7-8, or on Saturday between 9:30 – 10:30 am.  
A box of cookies will again be only $5 per box following our 9:30 am worship service  

on November 10th. Proceeds from the cookie sales will go toward our scholarship program. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You are invited to our annual 

OPERATION THANKS-GIVING’S  

THANKSGIVING DINNER 

Tuesday, November 26th at 6 pm in the Fellowship Hall 
The sign-up sheets for food items will be available in the narthex.  
We appreciate your help!  Your donations should be brought to 
the church by November 24th. All are invited to attend!   
 
 

 

FELLOWSHIP MEAL 

Sunday, November 24th at 12 pm 
 

Monies gathered will be used to support the children and families that 
come to our Tuesday evening Operation Thanks-Giving free meal 

 for gifts and food Christmas. 

 

THANKSGIVING EVE WORSHIP SERVICE 

Wednesday, November 27th  

6:30 pm.  



 
 

 
All Saints Day Divine service 
Rev. Paul Zeigler Officiating / Rev. James Matthews Preaching 

Friday, November 1, 2019, 7:00pm 

Prince of Peace Lutheran Church 
10333 Bridgeport Way, S.W., Lakewood, WA 98499 

(near Lakewood Town Center) 

 

CONCORDIA CHRISTIAN ACADEMY 

BOOK FAIR 

Concordia Christian Academy would like to invite you to come to our 

“ARCTIC ADVENTURE” BOOK FAIR - Nov 4th – Nov. 8th from 8:10 am - 3:30 pm. 
We also have online shopping, by visiting 

https://bookfairs.scholastic.com/bf/ccatacoma . 

We will be featuring books from Scholastic Books, with a wide range 

of reading levels and topics.  Please come join us in the new location of the 
300 building and help us get books into the hands of the ones we love.  

All proceeds will benefit our school library and students.  

https://bookfairs.scholastic.com/bf/ccatacoma

