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Our daughter recently posted a card picturing 
some beautiful fall foliage and the words, “Trees 
are about to show, How lovely it is to let things 
go.”  It’s a pleasant thought, but I wonder how 
much of that can be translated to other areas of 
life.  For most of us, letting go of things, is not a 
lovely thing, but a struggle filled with a sneaking 
suspicion that we ourselves are in some way fall-
ing away.  This comes from a life-time of acquir-
ing things to feel good about ourselves.  The 
year and model of our machines supposedly 
says something about us.  If an item is of enough 
quality so as to draw attention to us, why not 
five more?  But there gradually comes a tipping 
point, when things once valuable become real 
burdens.  Like a traveler on a tour with a mam-
moth suitcase packed with necessities for a vari-
ety of needs.  Lugging it from hotel to hotel, in 
and out of vehicles which have no space to store 
it, the traveler becomes exhausted just in man-
handling it.   Traveling light makes sense, but it 
takes a certain amount of faith.  Faith that our 
needs will be met along the way, and faith that 
we are defined by things more significant than 
possessions. 
 
The topic of trimming down generated enough 
interest in our community that a couple of 
churches co-sponsored a morning’s seminar on 
it and drew over 50 people.  Ginny and I were 
asked to serve on a little panel at the end of the 
session, supposedly sharing tidbits of wisdom 
from our first-hand experience.     My bit of wis-
dom was that I wished we were more experi-
enced than we are, since we still have more 
things than we use.   I wish it were as simple as 
nature’s inner process in which things simply fall 
away.    With us it is more often the case, that  

 
 
when something breaks, as with a much used 
sauce pot whose handle fell off after 55 years; 
that we keep the pot and only throw away the 
handle.   A part of the difficulty for us is that 
much of the stuff tells our story, or that of our 
ancestors.  The clock was my grandparents, who 
lost farm and possessions in the dust-bowl be-
fore moving to Washington.  The doilies were 
made by Ginny’s grandmother.   The art piece 
depicting a pastor’s stole was from an artist 
member when I retired.  Are these things neces-
sary in order for us to remember these people?  
No, but they do bring them to mind more often 
along with the pleasure of remembering. 
 
  Beneath the pleasant associations is however 
the fact that it is hard to let go of things in our 
life, because it is a rehearsal of our death.   
Throughout our life, including our spiritual life, 
the goal has been to expand, preserve and en-
hance life.  So that living with those little re-
minders of how we are slipping in the opposite 
direction is something we seek to avoid.   But in 
fact going with the flow of life, even when it 
means letting go, can be a lovely and positive 
experience.   In a recent article in Christian Cen-
tury magazine the author shared another per-
son’s retreat experience, in which participants 
were told that their date of death was at the 
end of the retreat.   They then explored in the 
time of the retreat how they would prepare for 
it.  For this person one of the hardest things to 
contemplate was the effect his leaving would 
have on those he loved.  It filled him with a 
range of emotion from fear to deep sadness.  
But at the end of the retreat he said, something 
opened up in him.  “It’s all more of a mystery  
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now, what happens after we die.  But most of all 
I keep coming back to the profound feeling of 
love, and compassion and forgiveness.”  Perhaps 
this man was sensing the mystery of what Jesus 
said to Nicodemus that we must be “born 
anew.” Or as St. Paul writes, “What will separate 
us from the love of Christ?”  Nothing, not death, 

nor life.  Maybe there is a loveliness in letting 
go, if it reminds us of that basic love of God that 
will not let us go. 

 

Pastor Eilers 
.

 

 

President’s Corner  

 

At our last Church Council meeting, we discussed a 
financial and benefit package for Joel Schuldheisz. 
The package includes: medical, salary, education, 
and moving. What does each section include? 

First: Medical – we currently use Concordia Health 
Plans. We are on option B for medical, plus 
disability and retirement benefits. 

Second: Salary – We have offered $48,000 as an 
annual salary for full time work. 

Third: Education – We will include Joel in our 
mission offerings to be shared with pastor Shauen 
Trump. We will also pay for his travels to St. Louis 
in the summer for a few weeks at the Seminary. 
We will also cover traveling expenses for Pastor 
Eilers, who is Joel’s advisor. We will increase the 
amount paid toward Joel’s education as our budget 
allows. 

Fourth: Moving – While the distance between 
Portland and Tacoma isn’t a great distance, we will 
pay up to 50% of his moving costs. He has indicated 
that he would be bringing some items up in his 
monthly or semi-monthly trip leaving the bigger, 
heavier items for last. 

Since the SMP program is new for both us and Joel, 
we are working through all the questions and 
quirks that continue to come up. Each of these has 
its own challenges and we are finding each 
challenge interesting. 

Please remember, if you have questions, we are 
here to answer them. Please ask. Your question 
may be someone else’s question. 

May God bless us all! 

See you in you. 
 

Joe Morton, President 
 

Do You Know Who Your Elder Is? 
 

Zone Elder Names 

1 Norm Gerken (253-845-1521) Alber – Classen 

2 Joe Morton (253-473-5649) Cunningham – Jaech 

3 Wayne Boudreau (253-405-4904) Jindra – McMichael 

4 Julian Doyle (253-584-7244) Michelotti – Scott 

5 Tony Huset (253-753-3764) See - Zmuda 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday Sermon Recordings 

 are available for you to listen, share, and enjoy on our website @ 

www.goodshepherdluth.com 

http://www.goodshepherdluth.com/


 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesdays:  
Bible Study (9:15 am) 
Quilting (10 am) 

Mites–Sunday, October 13 
Seafarers Auxiliary-Tuesday, October 22 

 
 

Dear Lutheran Sisters, 

 

You are invited to the Rainier Zone Fall Rally on 

Saturday, October 19th from 9 am – 1:30 pm at The 

Lutheran Church of St. Paul in Graham (22419 108th 

Ave. East) Registration is $5. Ingathering of items for 

homeless teens in Bethel School District including 

young men and women: socks, underpants, and food 

items for weekend packs. Also very gently  used or 

new young women or women’s jeans. This a way we 

apply Matthew 25:35-36. 
 

You are always welcome to join us Tuesdays for Bible 

Study and Quilting. 

 

Tacoma Seafarers Auxiliary also invites you on the 4th 

Tuesdays at 12 noon. Also, Tacoma Seafarers Center 

would like to have more volunteers as greeters, etc. 

This is an easy way to be involved in mission work. 

 

Remember Mites and Seafarers Christmas Boxes 

 

Pray, Praise, and Give Thanks! 

Jane Oberg 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Preschool and Congregational Families 

 

Sunday, October 13th at 2:30 pm  in the Fellowship Hall. 
 

Please join us for some fun with fellowship! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Women in Mission / Women’s Ministry 

 

THE LUTHERAN HOUR MINISTRIES RADIO PROGRAM AND RESOURCES: 
The recordings of radio broadcasts are available on their website www.lhm.org. 

Lutheran Hour Ministries offers Daily Devotions, Video 
Based Bible Studies, Media Programs, and other 

opportunities to serve, through their website. 

 

Men’s Bible Studies in October 

Saturday, October 5
th

 – 8 am-in Chapel Annex Kitchen 

“He Came to Camp Out” – John 1:1-18 

 

Saturday, October 19
th

 – 8 am 

“Christ’s Humble Messenger – John 1:19-51 

 
 

http://www.lhm.org/


 
 

 

 

 

       Preschool News  www.littlelambstacoma.com 

Sharing Christ, Feeding Lambs 
 

ol. 
 

Our preschool is off to an awesome start for its 15th 

year. We are hoping to top 30 students this year. 

Please keep the preschool program and all the 

people involved in your prayers. 

 

Our annual Sunday Sundaes is on Sunday, October 
13, from 2:30-3:30 pm.  Please join us for this fun 
hour of ice cream and fellowship.  We will provide 
the ice cream and toppings – you may provide 
yourselves. 
 

2020 calendar photos are being requested now until 

October 15th. Please submit your Northwest Scenery 

Photograph(s) with Bible verse to Valerie no later 

than October 15th. Calendars will be for sale during 

the month of November. This is a fundraiser for the 

preschool to assist in the cost of a few upgrades and 

repairs we need during this accreditation year. 

Photos may be emailed to Valerie at 

valerie@goodshepherdluth.com 

 

Our preschool board is still looking for two board 

positions; one is for the treasurer position and the 

other is for a member-at-large position. Please 

consider what you might do to help us. 

 

Finally, our scholarship program is being stretched as 

we are getting more requests for scholarship dollars. 

Are you willing to donate to our scholarship fund or 

sponsor a child? You may do so anonymously by 

putting a check in the preschool envelope and 

putting “preschool scholarship fund” in the “for” 

section, or you may speak directly to me for more 

information. Thank you! 

 

As always, thank you for your continued prayer 

support. It is much appreciated and a wonderful 

blessing. 

 

Serving our Savior, 
 

Bonnie Huset 
Director / Teacher 

 
 
 

 

 

Pacific Northwest Scenery Pics Needed 

For 2020 Preschool Fundraiser Calendar 

 for the 2020 preschool calendar are now being accepted. Please submit your digital 
pictures(s) with an accompanying Bible verses by October 15. Please submit no more than 4 
photographs/person. Submissions should be sent to Valerie in the office This is a fundraiser for the 

preschool to assist in the cost of a few upgrades and repairs we need during this accreditation year. 
e-mail to valerie@goodshepherdluth.com 

http://www.littlelambstacoma.com/
mailto:valerie@goodshepherdluth.com


 
 

 

 

“Faith Like a Mustard Seed” is the theme for LWML Sunday 2019, based on Jesus’ words in Luke 
17:6 that faith as small as a mustard seed can move a mulberry tree. We may long for a greater 
and more heroic faith, but what about the faith we have right now? LWML Sunday 2019 cele-
brates the power of a daily walk with Jesus to transform lives and multiply disciples. Little faith or 
great, there are mulberry trees to be moved!  Join us Sunday, October 6th for LWML Sunday! 



 
 

 

 

 

Fun Fall Activities 

Fall is a beautiful time of year. After all, what’s not to like? The weather cools down, Halloween begins ap-
proaching and people start baking pumpkin-flavored treats. The following fun fall activities for seniors offer 
some great ways for you to spend time together with your loved one this autumn. 

Enjoy the Crisp Air with Walks 
Fall is the perfect time to take regular walks. De-
pending on the area, you should be able to see 
plenty of fall colors in the trees and bushes along 
walking paths. Not only are fall walks full of beauti-
ful scenery as the leaves change colors, but they’re 
also good for the body.  

Make a Fall Craft 
A popular craft for the fall is an autumn 
wreath that features everything from fall leaves 
and tiny pumpkins to pine cones and small ears of 
corn. 

Bake Some Sweet Fall Treats 
One of the sweetest fun fall activities involves bak-
ing. Try making some tasty fall-inspired breakfast 
options, such as pumpkin pancakes, pumpkin 
bread, or cinnamon rolls.  

 

Visit a Local Pumpkin Patch 
Visiting a local pumpkin patch is a great day trip. 
Most pumpkin patches have a variety of activities, 
such as petting zoos, pumpkin decorating stations, 
and hayrides. They also sometimes feature onsite 
bakeries that use fresh pumpkins, apples and other 
locally grown produce in all their recipes. 

Play football 
It's the sport of the season, but instead of watching 
the professionals on your TV, get out and throw 
the ball with some friends. It's a fun way to pass 
the time and get your heart pumping. 

Go for a hike. 
Enjoy the gorgeous weather and admire the beauti-
ful leaves with a colorful forest trail. Invite friends 
to go with you, listen to some music, or just enjoy 
the sights and sounds. 

Rake leaves. 
This isn't necessarily the most enjoyable activity, 
but it's a great way to get active and cross some-
thing off your to-do list. reward yourself with some 
hot chai tea when you're finished! 

 

 

https://www.goodhousekeeping.com/home/craft-ideas/how-to/g859/fall-wreaths/
https://www.goodhousekeeping.com/home/craft-ideas/how-to/g859/fall-wreaths/

