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Stories of faith seems to be on my mind recently 
for a couple of reasons.   First is my study of the 
Sunday readings from Hebrews, which has a long 
list of heroes of faith and their stories.  There are 
so many the writer can’t fit them into his 
document, so he focuses on the story of Jesus.  
The second is the invitation from the planning 
committee of my seminary class to serve as 
preacher at our reunion next May.  The theme 
they’ve chosen is “Stories from the Journey.”  
 

This has got me thinking about the stories we 
hear and tell each other.  I’ve been hearing some 
of your stories, as I make home visits or sit in 
conversation with you.  One of the advantages of 
the first months of a pastor’s ministry in the 
congregation is how easy and appropriate it is for 
me to invite you to “tell me about yourself.”   
Initially many people will defer with the reply, 
“Well there’s not much to tell,” lest they should 
give the impression of being overly caught up 
with themselves.  But once they learn that 
someone is truly interested in hearing more 
about their life, they gradually become 
comfortable in sharing their stories.  Do not think 
of these as stories with clear plots, character 
development and action.  Instead think of small 
snippets from our lives, the work we did or do, 
the death of a loved one, the pleasures we take 
from life.  They may only be a sentence or two 
long.  Sometimes they are an expression of grief, 
sometimes a rant, and sometimes bordering on a 
joke, but stories even hesitantly told are 
powerful.   We don’t often verbally reflect upon 
our life, but when someone asks, we often find 
we have more to say than we thought.  Telling 
our story has a way of expanding our memory as 
we tell it.    

Another thing about story is how hearing a story can 
awaken stories in the listeners.  Someone tells a 
story about their mother and as I hear it, my mind is 
already dipping into that treasure troves of stories 
about my mother.   Here’s an example:   Heidi 
Neumark served for several years as pastor of a 
Lutheran church in the South Bronx, in one of the 
poorest neighborhoods in the New York area.  The 
leaders of her congregation included former addicts 
and undocumented aliens, the unemployed and 
recently homeless.  One Lent they decided to put on 
a passion play, acting out the story of Jesus’ 
suffering, death and resurrection.  The script they 
had written called for three members of the cast to 
stand up at the end and give testimony to the truth 
of the resurrection.  Each one began “I know that he 
is alive because...”  The first was Angie who told her 
story, of childhood abuse, alcoholism and HIV.  But 
she had received an invitation from the church, and 
as she came, and worshiped and was welcomed, bit 
by bit she rose from the grave of her life.  Two other 
witnesses stood in turn each reciting from the script, 
“I know he is alive.”  It was then time to move on, 
but to their surprise others in the sanctuary began to 
rise spontaneously.  “I know he is alive, because he is 
alive in me.”  They would not be stopped, they also 
had a story to tell.  
 

It makes me wonder if we should intentionally give 
people opportunities to tell their stories.  Could we 
pause in a Bible study to listen to someone tell a 
story from their life, and not be concerned about 
finishing the lesson.  What would it be like if 
someone had a story, and we gave time in the 
worship service for them to share with us all?  Would 
it spark other stories and reflection, and would they 
awaken us to the fact that God’s Word has a lot of 
stories 

Pastor Eilers.
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President’s Corner  

 

September has arrived. School is starting, the 
Washington State Fair has begun, football season 
has started, fall is close and the weather will get 
cooler in weeks to come. 

None of these things are as important as the 
decision the congregation made August 25th at our 
last Voters Meeting. During the Voters Meeting, we 
voted to change direction in our search for a 
pastor. With an unprecedented 89%, the 
congregation voted to go through the SMP (Specific 
Ministry Pastor) process with Joel Schuldheisz. If 
you are interested in more information regarding 
the SMP process, read the article on the next page.  

Joel is currently a Professor of Exercise and Sport 
Science, and Department Chair at Concordia 
University in Portland, Oregon. While his resume is 
impressive with what he has accomplished as an 
educator, we would like to focus on his future as 
our pastor. He is available to serve on a part time 
basis starting in February (Pastor Eilers will also be 
part-time during this transition). Joel will move to 
full time starting in June. Prior to his starting to 

serve us, we will get to know him and his wife, 
Mary, while she does some work for Concordia 
Christian Academy. 

Joel is no stranger to the LCMS. He grew up as a 
pastor’s son, his own son is pastor at Beautiful 
Savior in Milton, and he has spent the last 40 years 
in Lutheran Education from grade school to the 
college level. 

We look forward to welcoming both he and Mary, 
getting to know them as they get to know us, and 
sharing the love of Christ to everyone with them. 

We thank God for this direction and look with 
renewed anticipation what God has in store for us. 

 

Praise God from whom all blessings Flow!  

 

See you in church on Sunday. 
 

Joe Morton, President 

 

 

 

Do You Know Who Your Elder Is? 
 

Zone Elder Names 

1 Norm Gerken (253-845-1521) Alber – Classen 

2 Joe Morton (253-473-5649) Cunningham – Jaech 

3 Wayne Boudreau (253-405-4904) Jindra – McMichael 

4 Julian Doyle (253-584-7244) Michelotti – Scott 

5 Tony Huset (253-753-3764) See - Zmuda 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday Sermon Recordings 

 are available for you to listen, share, and enjoy on our website @ 

www.goodshepherdluth.com 

http://www.goodshepherdluth.com/


 
 

 

Specific Ministry Pastor (SMP) Description  

 

Background: Throughout its history, our church 
body, Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod, has had 
to adapt its training programs in order to provide 
trained workers for the wide variety of conditions 
which the Church finds itself. The early founders, 
who themselves were university trained clergy 
from Germany, saw the need for schools in the 
United States to train clergy and school teachers. 
Reflecting that background it established 
seminaries for the training of pastors and colleges 
for the training of teachers. In addition it founded a 
system of junior colleges around the country to 
give foundational courses for pastor and teacher 
students. Later, recognizing the need for better 
trained clergy, a senior college was added so that 
pre-sem students would come to the seminary with 
a bachelor’s degree. 

Alongside the need for pastors and teachers there 
have always been an awareness of the need for 
other categories of workers such as deacons and 
deaconesses. Deaconesses especially have a long 
and well-established history of serving the church 
in a variety of ministries. In recent times as the 
church came to know of small and widely scattered 
pockets of believers it was a natural step to train 
lay people as deacons to serve them. Thus in places 
like Alaska, and increasingly in rural areas of the 
continental U.S. the Licensed Deacon Program 
blossomed and grew. After years of affirming such 
ministries, the Synod in convention (2016) took a 
more restrictive role, calling for licensed deacons 
whose work is over 50% in word and sacrament to 
seed ordination. Recognizing also the hardship this 
would entail for many of them, it developed a track 
leading to ordination which is midway between the 
traditional academic track and the License Deacon 
training. This is the Specific Ministry Pastor 
program. 

The founding assumption of this program is that a 
worker is in a place of ministry that is dependent 
upon his remaining in that place. The assumption is 
that he would continue his ministry in that place at 
the same time as he works through the program. 
His serving word and sacrament ministry in that 
place is at the discretion of the District President. 
Regarding a parish setting, the congregation in 
which he is serving would affirm his desire to seek 
ordination with an official action of support. This 
would not commit the congregation to any 
financial responsibility to pay for his additional 
education, although a congregation may decide to 
pay a portion. If the person is under employment 
to the congregation the salary, benefits, and 
working arrangements would remain in place. The 
basic outline of the program is that the bulk of the 
classwork would be done through long-distance 
learning using electronic classrooms. In addition a 
two week intensive course at the seminary would 
be required each summer. This course of study 
would take 3 years. During this time he would need 
a pastor mentor in the area in which he lives to 
give support and guidance. At the end of the 
second year, the candidate is ordained, with the 
understanding that he will complete the third year. 
Once he is ordained he is fully accepted by the 
Synod as a rostered pastor. On the local scene he 
functions fully as a pastor. The assumption is that 
he will continue to serve as pastor in that 
congregation and is not available to receive a call 
to another. In the larger synodical scene, he is still 
coupled with a mentor for assistance, and he 
cannot serve in an official leadership role. 

 

  

 

 

 

For everything there is a season,  
and a time for every matter under heaven. 

Ecclesiastes 3:1 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesdays:  
Bible Study (9:15 am)                   

Quilting (10 am) 
Mites–Sunday, September 8 

 
 

Dear Sisters in Christ, 

 

We invite you to join us any Tuesday for Bible Study 

and / or quilting. Stop in and visit! 
 

Tacoma Seafarers is in need of drivers. This is possi-

bly something you can do or know of someone who 

would be willing to be a driver.  

 

 

Christmas boxes to be given out by Tacoma Seafar-

ers Center will, Lord willing, be packed on November 

23rd. More information to follow. 

 

Pray, Praise, and Give Thanks! 

Jane Oberg 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Women in Mission / Women’s Ministry 

 

THE LUTHERAN HOUR MINISTRIES RADIO PROGRAM AND RESOURCES: 
The recordings of radio broadcasts are available on their website www.lhm.org. 

Lutheran Hour Ministries offers Daily Devotions, Video 
Based Bible Studies, Media Programs, and other 

opportunities to serve, through their website. 

 

 

Due to Scheduling Problems: 

There will be NO 

Saturday Men’s Bible Studies  

in September.  

We will resume in October. 
 

 

http://www.lhm.org/


 
 

 

 

 

       Preschool News  www.littlelambstacoma.com 

Sharing Christ, Feeding Lambs 
 

ol. 
 

We praise and thank God for our 15th year of 

preschool! This is a year of change and growth for 

us. Thank you to the food bank people for allowing 

us to use their old space as our new storage space. 

We have put it to good use! See pictures below. 

 

Another change for us is that we have added a Jr. 

Kindergarten program that will meet 5 mornings 

each week. Melika Mindemann will be returning to 

our school as our JR. Kindergarten teacher. Tammy 

Boudreau is also stepping into a teaching roll as will 

be our toddler teacher on Tuesday mornings. 

 

 

Siri Johnson is another new addition to our staff and 

will be a teacher assistant in the 3 and 4 year old 

classes. We welcome all three of our new staff with 

open arms. 
 

This will be an exciting year as we also go through 

the re-accreditation process. We sincerely thank 

this-our congregation, for the continued prayer 

support. Please keep praying for God’s will to be 

done; that we follow His guidance, and that this 

preschool and church are blessed by the preschool 

endeavors. Thank you. 
 

Serving our Savior, 
 

Bonnie Huset 
Director / Teacher 

 

            Cleaning our new storage space. Storage space organized and  
  ready for the new school year! 

http://www.littlelambstacoma.com/


 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH 
140 East 56th Street, Tacoma  

Saturday, October 5, 2019 
9 am – 2 pm 

Join us for a multiple vendor holiday sale! 
 

                                                  
 
 
 

 
Booth Rentals, Lunch, Bake Sale, and Raffle proceeds will be added to the Endow-
ment Fund to assist member families who have their children in Christian schools.   
                      
 
 

AVON Products  
SHAKLEE Products 

Handmade Items from Creative Folks 
Scrapbooking Items by Homestead Unlimited 

Fabric Sale by My Quilty Pleasure 

Custom Painted Coffee and Water Cups by D3 Research 
 
 
 

Free craft for kids! by Little Lambs Preschool 
 

…and much more!! 
Contact us at 253-473-4848 if you would like to be a vendor. Booths are $30 - $60. 

RAFFLE 

Items donated  

by our vendors! 
Lunch! 

Bake Sale 


