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A recent family reunion of several generations 
on my father’s side prompted thoughts about 
distinct family values.  My father experienced 
the “Dirty 30’s,” that is, the double punch of the 
dust-bowl coupled with the Depression, in Kan-
sas where farms and livelihoods shriveled and 
died.   He along with his cousin and two other 
friends pooled what little money they had and 
headed West.   They made it as far as Idaho be-
fore their money ran out and they went to work 
in the orchards and fields to earn enough to get 
by.  Being good Lutheran boys they sought out 
worship in the nearest Lutheran church, which 
in this case was Immanuel in Twin Falls.   It was 
there that he eventually met my mother, the 
daughter of a German immigrant who had 
worked for the canal company digging the canal 
system which would divert the waters of the 
Snake river turning the sage brush of Twin Falls 
County into lush farmland.  The depression was 
still on but at least with water the farms could 
produce a harvest, and support jobs.  My father 
loved farming there and being an active member 
of that congregation, in part because like the 
Biblical Israel, he had been a nomad who found 
a home and a future in a new land. 
 

The place of faith still resonates in our family to 
the third generation as became evident at our 
recent family reunion where we celebrated a 
baptism, along with remembering those who 
have recently died.  Family members given a slot 
to share with the entire group would often refer 
to their church life, mission trips, and service 
projects which stemmed from their faith.  
Though some in the family take it with a casual-
ness my parents would find disturbing, it’s still a 
strong family value.   As we told the stories of 
grandpa leaving the desolation of dust-coated 

Kansas, and being thankful for work no matter 
how lowly, we hoped it would speak to other 
family members whose careers have dried up, or 
marriages have shriveled and died. Would they 
hear the echoes of faith in what was said, and 
look with new eyes on how churches can be 
places of refreshment and hope? 
 

    This comes to mind as I asked our leaders to 
take a second look at how the Good Shepherd 
church family is presenting itself to pastoral 
candidates, to say nothing of the surrounding 
neighbors.   It prompts us to ask questions about 
our every-day values?   Every-day values are not 
the doctrines we say we believe, they are the 
way we live with each other, our spirit or per-
sonality, the ventures we take, the stories we 
remember and retell.  This cannot be portrayed 
in the brief survey the District asks us to include 
with the call documents.  We need a variety of 
ways to help people who don’t know us, to be-
come acquainted with us, to catch a glimpse of 
our personality, our passions, our perspectives. 
 

One small way to accomplish this is through a 
survey from Natural Church Development. The 
Church Council recently decided we would do 
that.   A cross-section of our active and involved 
members will be asked to fill out a survey which 
addresses eight different congregational traits.  
Some of them are:  Empowering Leadership,  
Gift-based Ministry, Passionate Spirituality,  In-
spiring Worship, Loving Relationships.   Some-
times as family members we don’t see ourselves 
very clearly or those qualities which stand out. 
This is will an opportunity to see ourselves more 
clearly, celebrate what we are doing well and 
honestly address what we could do better.   
Look for results and further plans in another 
month.     

 

GOOD SHEPHERD NEWS 

Keith Eilers, Interim Pastor 



 
 

 

President’s Corner  

 

This month I would like to update you on what’s 
going on around the congregation. We will go by 
committee. 

Elders:   
a. We are in conversation with Dr. Paul Maier 

about returning next year for another seminar. A 
decision will be made at the end of the year and 
we’ll keep you informed. 

b. We continue to pursue the call process. Our 
Circuit Visitor, Mike Wenzel, will come and give 
us support and information about potential 
problems we face. There is more and I will 
address this at the end of the article. 

Trustees:   
a. They continue to keep our facility in working 

order. Currently we are working on fixing a 
fawcett, our reader board, and upgrading our 
security system. 

b. Our rental house continues to be upgraded with 
improvements needed for a long time. We have 
addressed a plumbing issue, lights, fences, leaks, 
drains, and garage issues. 

c. The Lawn mowers have been sold to 
accommodate a new tractor. This machine will 
be able to supply needed support for the church 
regardless of weather. 

d. We are also in the process of upgrading our 
fellowship hall lights. This will take a few months 
due to cost, but when done, there will be a 
noticeable difference. 

Education: 
 VBS is over. It was very successful again this 

year. We are currently working on a remodel of 
the preschool to include a Jr. Kindergarten. This 
is a big project and we ask for your prayers as 
we proceed. 

Fellowship / Stewardship: 
 We are now working on a bazaar to replace the 

Grow Auction and Dinner. It should be in the fall. 
More details to come soon. 

Now let me go back to the call process. We have 
been in contact with NW District concerning 
candidates. Our District President, Dr. Linnemann, 
has asked if we would consider a SMP (Specific 
Ministry Pastor). This is a person that we sponsor 
to become a pastor. The program is three years, 
during which he would serve our congregation. He 
would need special permission from NW District to 
perform the sacraments. This is a process we are 
exploring. No, we aren’t going to give up on 
accepting candidates or the call process. We are 
exploring all avenues in order to get the best 
person available to serve us. As we find out more, 
we will let you know what’s going on. 

 

As always, if you have a question, ask it. We aren’t 
mind readers.  If you are unsure about 
something, someone else is also. We all look 
forward to seeing you in church on Sunday. 
 

Joe Morton, President 
 

 

 

Do You Know Who Your Elder Is? 
 

Zone Elder Names 

1 Norm Gerken (253-845-1521) Alber – Classen 

2 Joe Morton (253-473-5649) Cunningham – Jaech 

3 Wayne Boudreau (253-405-4904) Jindra – McMichael 

4 Julian Doyle (253-584-7244) Michelotti – Scott 

5 Tony Huset (253-753-3764) See - Zmuda 
 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesdays:  
Bible Study (9:15 am)                   

Quilting (10 am) 
Mites–Sunday, August 11 

 
 

Dear Ladies of Good Shepherd, 
 

How blessed we all are every day. Have you looked 

at the Summer Quarterly? I was especially touched 

by, “Hope Unshaken” by Krisi Button. What was your 

favorite article? 

 

Our Evergreen Echoes informed us that the National 

Mite goal was met and exceeded another blessing. 
 

Remember to always pray, praise and give thanks! 

Jane Oberg 
 

P.S. Bible Study and Quilting all August Tuesdays. 

Seafarers Auxiliary is Tuesday, August 27th. 

 

 

Something Old Can Be New Again Chances are that when your parents 

prepared vegetables for you as a child, they imitated the cooking methods handed down from their parents — 
such as boiling them. As a result, you may have grown up disliking the taste of certain vegetables. Now that 
you’re grown-up, don’t hang onto those old impressions of flavorless, limp vegetables: Give them another 
chance! Check online recipes for different ways to prepare vegetables. Try new spices. Grill them. Roast them. 
You may find that a vegetable you have been ignoring all these years may be a new favorite. Here are a few 
suggestions to get you started:  
 

 Cut a sweet potato into slices and season with ol-
ive oil, cayenne pepper, a dash of salt and bake.  

 Steam green beans with chopped onion. Add a 
clove of garlic to the cooking water.  

 Stir-fry broccoli in olive oil and chopped garlic.  

 Roast whole red potatoes after tossing them in 
a mixture of olive oil, garlic and rosemary.  

 Take a peeled ear of corn, butter it and coat it 
in a mixture of oregano, pepper, onion, chili 
powder and salt. Wrap in aluminum foil and 
grill until tender. 

 

Sunday Sermon Recordings 

 are available for you to listen, share, and enjoy on our website @ 

www.goodshepherdluth.com 

Women in Mission / Women’s Ministry 

 

THE LUTHERAN HOUR MINISTRIES RADIO PROGRAM AND RESOURCES: 
The recordings of radio broadcasts are available on their website www.lhm.org. 

Lutheran Hour Ministries offers Daily Devotions, Video 
Based Bible Studies, Media Programs, and other 

opportunities to serve, through their website. 

http://www.goodshepherdluth.com/
http://www.lhm.org/


 
 

 

 
 

AUGUST LADIES LUNCHEON AT THE CABIN 

August 15
th

 at 11:30 a.m. 

 
All ladies are invited to come to Linda Schmidt's 

Spanaway Lake cabin for a potluck lunch! 
Details and sign-up sheet will be on a table in the narthex. 

 
 
 

Healthy Tidbit 

Did you know 
Bananas can help improve your mood. One banana can provide up to 33 percent of your 
daily recommended intake of vitamin B6 which helps the brain produce serotonin, regulat-
ing mood, appetite, sleep, and concentration. It also influences learning and memory. Oth-
er foods that boost your vitamin B6 are tuna, nuts, cauliflower, avocado, chicken breasts 
and potatoes. 
__________ 
Source: Healthline.com 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Men’s Bible Studies in August 

Saturday, August 3
rd

 – 8 am 

“Why Should God Care about Them … and Me?” – Luke 22, 23 

 

Saturday, August 17
th

 – 8 am 

“Time to Go to School” – Luke 25:50-56; 24 

 
 



 
 

 

 

 

       Preschool News  www.littlelambstacoma.com 

Sharing Christ, Feeding Lambs 
 

ol. 
 

 
Thank you for your continued prayer support. It is 

invaluable to this mission. 

 

During the 2019-2020 school year we will be going 

through the re-accreditation process. We will be re-

evaluating our program for its quality, safety, 

curriculum, and organization as well as its Christ 

centeredness. The National Lutheran Schools 

Accreditation (NLSA) is the program we will once  

 

 

again be using. At this time we are actively seeking 

volunteers to be part of our accreditation team. This 

is a 9-10 month commitment and we would be very 

appreciative for volunteers to step forward. Please 

be praying for our preschool and this endeavor. 

Thank you! 

 

Serving our Savior, 
 

Bonnie Huset 
Director / Teacher 

 

A Few Summer Activities! 

 Make soap boats and have races, using gutters and water. The kids can design their own sails for the 
boats before starting the race! 

 Hang up (and burst!) the water balloon pinatas --a fun way to play and cool down in the heat. 
 Go on a nature scavenger hunt. The kids can collect anything that catches their fancy, or they can put 

together a list ahead of time. 
 Drive toys cars and trucks through a chalk-painted maze. Lots of problem-solving fun for a summer day. 

 

 

 

 

Healthy Tidbit 

 
Walk Your Brain 
In clinical studies, people aged 65 and older who walked at least six to nine miles a week 
(roughly 1,700 to 2,600 steps per day) cut their risk of developing memory problems later in 
life compared with people who walked less. 

__________ 
Source: Consumer Reports on Health 
 

 

http://www.littlelambstacoma.com/
http://meaningfulmama.com/water-obstacle-course.html
https://handsonaswegrow.com/kids-nature-scavenger-hunt/
https://handsonaswegrow.com/preschooler-activity-a-big-maze/


 
 

 

 
 

   

    

 

 
 

VBS 2019 


