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Keynote Speaker: Patricia Longley Cochran  
 
Patricia Cochran was born and raised in Nome, Alaska.  Ms. 
Cochran serves as Executive Director of the Alaska Native 
Science Commission, an organization that brings together 
research and science in partnership with Alaska Native 
communities.  Ms. Cochran also served as Chair of the 2009 
Indigenous Peoples’ Global Summit on Climate Change and is Co-
Chair of the Indigenous Peoples’ Global Network on Climate 
Change.  She is the past Chair of the Inuit Circumpolar Council, an international organization 
representing 160,000 Inuit of Alaska, Canada, Russia and Greenland; former Chair of the 
Indigenous Peoples’ Secretariat to the eight-nation Arctic Council; and former Arctic 
Representative to the United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues.  Ms. Cochran has 
extensive knowledge of key issues impacting Arctic communities and has spoken at forums 
worldwide.  She has written numerous articles and publications, and appeared internationally 
on programs reporting on climate change and indigenous issues. She currently serves as Co-
Chair of the Indigenous Peoples’ Global Network on Climate Change, Treasurer of the American 
Indian/Alaska Native/Native Hawaiian Caucus of the American Public Health Association, 
President of the Arctic Health Foundation, Steering Committee Member of the Northern 
Research Forum, Advisory Board Member of the Arctic Circle, Steering Committee Member of 
the Arctic Alliance, Board Member of the Alaska Forum on the Environment, and a Chapter 
Author of the National Climate Assessment. 
 
 
Gary Chittim 
 
Gary Chittim joined PLANLED as VP of Marketing & 
Communications in May of 2015. He helped organize and hosted 
the first ever Human Centric Lighting Society Conference later 
that year. He has interviewed top lighting researchers and given 
several presentations on the effects of light on human biology. He 
is a former award-winning environmental journalist who reported 
for the NBC affiliates in Portland and Seattle. He is now using his 
research and storytelling skills to increase public understanding 
and awareness of the importance of light to overall well-being. 

 



Holly Davies 
 
Holly Davies is a senior toxicologist with the Washington State 
Department of Ecology and coordinates the agency’s policy on 
toxic substances. Her work involves protecting human health and 
the environment from harmful chemicals, especially persistent, bio 
accumulative, and toxic chemicals (PBTs). Before joining the 
Washington Department of Ecology her experience was in 
academic teaching and research in genetics and developmental 
biology. Holly received a B.S. in Biology from Cornell University in 
Ithaca, NY in 1993 and a Ph.D. in Genetics from the University of 
Washington in Seattle, WA in 2000. 
 
 
Bill Dewey  
 
Since receiving his degree in shellfish biology from the University 
of Washington in 1981, Bill Dewey has worked as a shellfish farmer 
in Washington State.  He is Director of Public Affairs for Taylor 
Shellfish Farms, the largest producer of farmed shellfish in the 
United States and owns and operates his own clam farm in Samish 
Bay.  He serves on a number of boards and committees locally and 
nationally including the Board of Directors of the National 
Aquaculture Association and the Pacific Shellfish Institute.  He 
served on Washington State’s Ocean Acidification Blue Ribbon 
Panel in 2011 and currently serves on the Washington Marine 
Resources Advisory Council (MRAC).  MRAC advises Washington’s current Governor Jay Inslee 
and the Legislature on the state’s response to ocean acidification. Internationally he participates 
on the Ocean Acidification International Reference User Group. In 2006 the National 
Shellfisheries Association honored Bill with the David H. Wallace award in recognition of his 
service in promoting research, understanding and cooperation among shellfisheries scientists, 
culturists, managers, producers and regulators. In 2008 NOAA presented Bill with their 
Environmental Hero award in recognition of his work to help develop and implement public 
policy that protects water quality, marine resources and supports sustainable aquaculture. In 
2014 the National Aquaculture Association presented Bill with the Joseph P. McCraren Award 
for Outstanding Contributions to the Aquaculture Industry. 
 
 
Mark Frost 
 
Mark Frost is the Executive Director, Clean Technology Trade 
Alliance, and is an Agent of Coordination. Frost has the privilege of 
working every day at a job that he loves, doing meaningful work 
with people he is honored to call friends. Mark has been many 
things in his life, top sales executive, a managed systems specialist, 
a business analyst, and a logistics and operations specialist. All of 
these things, have laid the foundation for the work he is doing today, building the Clean 
Technology Trade Alliance. “We are living and working at a crucial tipping point where our 



history and our present will determine our future. We desperately need both Agents of Change 
and Agents of Coordination to pave the way. Innovation provides us with the tools we need to 
change our present and create our future. History informs us of both our successes and our 
mistakes, and shows us the patterns, and the paths we have walked as individuals and as a 
culture,” said Frost.  Those who do not remember the past are destined to repeat it ~ George 
Santayana 
 

Michelle Gaither 

Michelle Gaither has worked in the field of environmental technical 
assistance for fifteen years, helping industry, government, and 
institutions reduce waste, pollution, toxics, and resource 
consumption. 

Michelle has an M.S. in Environmental Science and a B.S. in 
industrial engineering, and career experience in both areas. The two 
disciplines complement each other in addressing environmental 
issues and solutions. Currently, at PPRC, projects include Integrating lean manufacturing and 
environmental methods for synergistic results, systematically evaluating safer chemical 
alternatives, and general research, writing, and sleuthing solutions for PPRC’s rapid response 
inquiries around toxics and waste reduction. 

 
Carolyn Gangmark 
 
Recently retired from a 37 year career with the U.S. EPA, Carolyn 
Gangmark served as Region 10's Pollution Prevention (P2) 
coordinator for 26 years.  In that position, she advocated for state 
P2 program flexibility, a robust P2 National Information Network 
and a decentralized model of program delivery - tailored to meet 
the information needs of regional businesses. Notable achievements 
include the co-development of EPA's first climate strategies, use of 
the Pollution Pollution Act to advance GHG prevention and the first 
purchase of a Renewable Energy Certificate—a financial instrument 
that ultimately spurred renewable energy deployment and offered 
all Americans the opportunity to purchase green power. 
 
 
Carey Gersten 
 
Carey Gersten, Director of Market Development at Distributed 
Energy Management, is a sustainable building advisor with expertise 
in commercial building utility solutions. As solutions architect, he 
manages cross-functional teams and engages internal and external 
stakeholders in appropriate utility strategies and financing to 
achieve client outcomes. Carey brings over 30 years of experience 



managing innovative solutions with businesses ranging from Fortune 100 companies to startups. 
Education: BA, Colgate; MBA, Boston University; Applied Computer Technology, Wesleyan 
University. 
 
 
Ray Hawksley  
 
Ray Hawksley is the Senior Industrial Technical Manager for Energy Trust of Oregon and has 
both an electrical and mechanical engineering background with additional certifications in 
Energy Management and Project Management. Ray is a committee member on both the Gas 
Efficiency committee and the Water/Wastewater committee for the Consortium for Energy 
Efficiency (CEE), a member of the Association of Energy Engineers, a member of the American 
Council for an Energy-Efficient Economy, and actively participates with the Oregon Association 
of Clean Water Agencies. Prior to joining Energy Trust at the start of 2010, Ray spent more than 
2 decades directly performing engineering work - initially in the aerospace industry doing 
research and development of space-flight satellite systems then as an engineering manager in 
the semiconductor industry. 
 
 
Lauren Heine 
 
Dr. Lauren Heine, Executive Director of Northwest Green Chemistry, 
applies green chemistry, green engineering and multi-stakeholder 
collaboration to the development of products and processes.  
Lauren led development of both GreenScreen® for Safer Chemicals, 
a method for chemical hazard assessment increasingly used 
worldwide and CleanGredients™, a web-based information platform 
for identifying greener chemicals in cleaning products. Lauren 
serves on the Apple Green Chemistry Advisory Board, which is tasked with helping to integrate 
green chemistry into Apple’s products and supply chain. For the OECD, she drafted Policy 
Principles for Sustainable Materials Management.   Lauren served on the California Green 
Ribbon Science Panel.  For the US EPA, she helped develop criteria for the Design for the 
Environment (DfE) Safer Choice and Alternatives Assessment Programs. Lauren was technical 
advisor to the development of the Interstate Chemicals Clearinghouse Alternatives Assessment 
Guide and the WA Alternatives Assessment Guide. Lauren earned her doctorate in Civil and 
Environmental Engineering from Duke University. She was a Fellow with the American 
Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS) in the Green Chemistry Program at the US 
Environmental Protection Agency and is currently adjunct faculty at Gonzaga University. 
 
 
David Kunz  
 
David Kunz is Pollution Prevention Coordinator and senior Policy 
Analyst at Oregon Department of Environmental Quality. His work 
includes incorporating green chemistry into the Hazardous Waste 
Program. He has a Master’s degree from the University of 
Washington in Urban Design and significant education in 
chemistry. He also is adjunct faculty at University of Portland.   



 
 
Marjorie MartzEmerson 
 
Dr. Marjorie MartzEmerson, PPRC’s senior scientist for toxics 
exposure assessment and prevention, has more than 35 years of 
technical environmental assessment and regulatory analysis work. 
She recently retired from Hewlett-Packard (HP) where she provided 
environmental support and regulatory compliance assistance to 
product research, development, and manufacturing teams 
worldwide. Prior to HP, Marjorie had a wide range of experience 
with the University of California, Los Alamos National Laboratory, 
Idaho National Engineering Laboratory, the EPA Office of Research 
and Development, state government, and consulting. She has a 
Master’s degree in environmental health and a Doctor of Environmental Science and 
Engineering degree from UCLA. 
 
 
Brittany Price 
 
Brittany Price is a Senior Project Manager at the Northwest Energy 
Efficiency Council, a non-profit trade association of the energy 
efficiency industry.  She has managed the technical support for the 
City of Seattle Benchmarking ordinance for the past five years.  She 
also has experience with other NEEC projects including the Building 
Operator Certification Program as well as the Tool Lending Library 
run by the Smart Building’s Center. 
 
 
Jack Sipila 
 
Jack Sipila is an Energy Management Engineer with Puget Sound 
Energy serving Kitsap County, providing Energy Efficiency Grants and 
Rebates to Commercial and Industrial Customers. Sipila will 
present/discuss PSE’s energy efficiency grant and rebate programs, 
and have a few examples. 
 
 
Bret Turner 
 
Bret Turner is a project manager with Northwest Electric & Solar, a 
full-service commercial and residential electrical contractor that 
specializes in solar installations. NWE&S has been the solar 
contractor on Solarize Bellevue and Solarize Kirkland campaigns. 
Turner has been a project manager in the solar industry in California 
and Washington since 2005. He is an Edmonds, WA, native and a 
graduate of the University of Washington with a B.S. in 
Communications/Advertising. 



 
 
 
Paul Williams 
 
Paul Williams is the Shellfish Management Policy Advisor for the Suquamish Tribal Fisheries 
Department.  Williams has a MS degree from the University of Washington in Fisheries Science 
and was hired by the Suquamish Tribe in 1991.  Initially, he assisted in the efforts of Suquamish 
and other Puget Sound Tribes to regain their treaty-reserved rights to harvest shellfish.  
Following the 1994 US v Washington shellfish decision, Paul’s duties expanded to building a 
program to manage clam, crustacean, and echinoderm fisheries with the Washington 
Department of Fish and Wildlife and the other Treaty Tribes. Williams’ focus has gradually 
broadened to include research, protection, and restoration of shellfish and the ecosystems that 
support them.  In addition to management planning, he currently involved with automated 
zooplankton imaging, sea cucumber restoration, and several environmental and sustainability 
education efforts.  These include an on-line collection of educational materials on ocean 
acidification, serving on the E3 Washington board, climate change adaptation at Suquamish, and 
tribal youth engagement in climate and environmental issues. 
 
 
Rick Yoder 
 
Rick Yoder is the Sustainability Lead for University of Nebraska 
Omaha’s College of Business Administration and Director of the 
Pollution Prevention Regional Information Center, P2RIC, one of 
the eight centers of the USEPA-funded national information 
network known as the Pollution Prevention Resource Exchange, 
P2Rx. Yoder also serves as an Innovations consultant in the 
Nebraska Business Development Center Technology 
Commercialization program. He focuses on the links between 
prevention, sustainability, and business strategy. Yoder is a registered mechanical engineer 
specializing in HVAC, indoor air quality, energy efficiency, and water conservation, who has been 
working on energy efficiency and building systems since the mid-1980s. Yoder focuses on 
sustainable building operations and teaches an instructor-led version of the International Facility 
Managers Association (IFMA) Sustainability Facilities Professional (SFP) course and an instructor-
led version of the Building Owners and Managers Institute International (BOMI) High 
Performance Sustainable Buildings course. Yoder serves on the boards of Keep Cass County 
Beautiful (a Keep America Beautiful affiliate) and of the Missouri River Corridor (MINK) (a four-
state economic development group). Rick is a current candidate for the Omaha Public Power 
District board.  
 
 
 


