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HAITI ACTION COMMITTEE STUDY GROUP
 

We invite you to be apart of our monthly study group. We use films, texts, and speakers to explore Haiti’s history, 
current political situation, and make connections to parallel struggles throughout the US and around the world. 

 
Come to our monthly meetings!

For details about each study group OR to suggest a topic, 
contact us & ask to be added to our mailing list!

Email us at action haiti@gmail com, visit our Facebook page,  or Tweet us!

Past & future topics include:
The resistance movement; attacking the people’s movement; Haiti and Ferguson: making connections; 
the return to dictatorship; mass incarceration and political prisoners; sweatshops and privatization; the 

ongoing pillaging of Haiti’s resources; labor activism; COINTELPRO tactics in Haiti and the US; racism; 
parallel struggles in Latin America; and many more 

Inside on page 8:
Interview with First Lady 

Mildred Aristide
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On January 1, 2015 Haitians once again demonstrated 
in the streets in large numbers, to commemorate 
211 years of independence and the end of slav-

ery, and to demand the resignation of yet another corrupt 
government imposed by outside forces  This fraudulent 
president is named Michel Martelly  Since he was illegally 
(s)elected in 2011, Martelly has manipulated the constitu-
tion, manipulated judgeships, refused to call elections, and 
his enemies die under mysterious circumstances, like Judge 
Jean Serge Joseph, who tried to 
bring Martelly’s wife and son to 
trial on corruption charges 

 Corruption, including 
bribes, illegal surcharges, and 
outrageous per diem travel 
allowances, provide Martelly 
and his associates a luxurious 
lifestyle, as hundreds of thou-
sands of Haitians remain home-
less from the 2010 earthquake  
When they protest, police fire on 
them with tear gas and live bul-
lets and arrest their leaders, or 
simply have them killed by death 
squads, as in the case of po-
tential Port-au-Prince mayoral 
candididate Paul Ambroise, aka 
Ti Koton, and Michael Benoit on 
October 8 as they were leaving a soccer match  They were 
killed in cold-blooded fashion by agents of the Martelly-
appointed mayor of Port-au-Prince, Pierre Rigaud Duplan, 
who was on the scene and pointed out the two to their assas-
sins  No arrests have been made  

 The people of Haiti have been demonstrating almost 
daily for months  They forced Martelly to fire his corrupt 
prime minister, Laurent Lamothe, but their greater demands 
are for the dissolution of the entire government, including 
his new illegally appointed prime minister Evans Paul, the 
end of the US/UN occupation, and new elections with all 
parties participating, including the largest and most popular 
party, the Fanmi Lavalas Party of twice overthrown for-
mer president Jean-Bertrand Aristide, which has not been 
allowed to participate in any election since the 2004 over-
throw of Aristide in a coup d’ etat organized by the United 
States, France and Canada 

 Haitians held a two-day general strike on Monday and 

Tuesday, February 9 and 10, as part of ongoing popular mo-
bilizations throughout the country  They also successfully 
struck the week before on February 2  

On Saturday, February 7, police and other Martelly 
agents broke up large demonstration in Port-au-Prince with 
tear gas, water laced with skin irritants, batons and rubber 
bullets – which has become standard operating procedure  
Then members of a militarized police unit known for their 
brutality followed a group of demonstrators to the home of 

well known journalist and activ-
ist Ronald Fareau, and attacked 
them in his courtyard  They shot 
Rony Timothé, often at the fore-
front of the protests, in the face, 
wounded 2 others, and made 
death threats against Mr  Fareau 

 The February 2, 9, and 10 
general strikes paralyzed Port-
au-Prince and many other cities 
in Haiti  These la vi chè, or “high 
cost of living” strikes, have unit-
ed many sectors of Haiti’s trade 
unions and popular movements  
Teachers have been striking for 
weeks for not being paid, al-
though the Martelly government 
imposes a surcharge, supposedly 
for education, on every money 

transaction and phone call that goes into Haiti  Transporta-
tion workers are striking because Haiti’s Venezuelan-sub-
sidized gasoline still costs over $5 per gallon, as gas prices 
plummet all over the world  They demand that the price of 
gasoline be reduced to 100 gourdes/gallon (US $2 17) 

 Haiti faces a constitutional and profound political 
crisis  Martelly has refused to call elections since his (s)elec-
tion as president four years ago  On January 12, the terms 
of all members of the Chamber of Deputies and all but 
ten senators expired, meaning that neither chamber has a 
quorum to do business  The constitution doesn’t provide for 
a government without a functioning parliament, so Martelly 
has taken it upon himself to appoint a de facto government  
On January 17 he appointed Evans Paul, former mayor of 
Port-au-Prince, to be prime minister, and the next day he 
appointed a whole new cabinet 

 A virulent opponent of former president Jean-Bertrand 
Aristide and the 

evolution of a revolution
Charles Hinton

After this second coup d’état,
Aristide brought Haiti’s history 

full circle by invoking famed 
revolutionary leader Toussaint 
Louverture, “In overthrowing 

me, you have done no morethan 
cut down the trunk of the tree of 
black liberty in St-Domingue—

it will spring back from the roots, 
for they are numerous and deep.”

(continued on page 14)
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Tavis: Five years ago today, Haiti was hit by a catastrophic 
earthquake which killed hundreds of thousands of citi-
zens and left countless others wounded and homeless  The 
aftershocks of the devastation are still being felt five years 
later   Tonight, I’m pleased to be joined by Pierre Labossiere, 
co-founder of the Haiti Action Committee  He is one of the 
most respected progressive voices on Haitian politics and a 
long-time social justice advocate  And Pierre Labossiere, I’m 
honored to have you on this program 

Pierre Labossiere: With pleasure  Thank you 

Tavis: Let me go right at it  What do you make of Haiti? 
What is to be made of Haiti five years after this massive 
earthquake?

Pierre: You know, it’s a very terrible situation  And partic-
ularly, people as we speak now on the streets of Haiti dem-
onstrating  They were demonstrating this morning  They 
were demonstrating their anger at the fact that so much that 
could have been done for the people has not been done 

And many people on the streets, many people still don’t 
have decent shelter and conditions of the country, the eco-
nomic conditions, have worsened terribly  The earthquake 
is a terrible natural disaster  However, what has happened to 

compound the problem has been manmade and there is no 
excuse for that situation 

Tavis: We’ll come to the manmade problems that have 
compounded the result of the earthquake, as you men-
tioned, in a moment  And I suspect many watching are 
trying to juxtapose what the protests are about five years 
later with all of the money that was pledged five years ago   I 
mean, I don’t remember what the number was  I’m sure you 
will tell me  But it was a massive amount of money that was 
pledged toward Haiti after that earthquake 

Pierre: Precisely   And I’ve heard figures of $11 billion  

Tavis: Eleven billion dollars 

Pierre: Eleven billion dollars  And people have said that 
there have been reports that $6 billion dollars actually 
made it into the country, but these are figures that are being 
thrown about  But then when you look at the situation on 
the ground among the population, people are saying where 
is that money? Where did it go? Who did it help? And so 
many of our people are still on the streets and the conditions 
are so bad  That’s the big question 

And right now, you have actually two Haitian attorneys 

Interview with
Pierre Labossiere
on the
Tavis Smiley Show

Pierre Labossiere, cofounder of the Haiti Action Committe, was interviewed on air by Tavis 
Smiley on January 12, 2015, five years after the devastating earthquake in Haiti.

To watch the interview or listen to the podcast, visit
http://www.pbs.org/wnet/tavissmiley/interviews/activist-pierre-labossiere/
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who have filed a case demanding to fight out regarding the 
interim commission for the reconstruction of Haiti  And the 
chairman of that commission is former president Bill Clin-
ton  And they are demanding to know some transparency in 
terms of what has happened with that money 

Tavis:  So we all recall former president Clinton was in 
charge of this project  

Pierre: That’s correct 

Tavis:  So if $11 billion was pledged and $6 billion, if the 
numbers are accurate, made it into the country, we don’t 
have any assessment of where that money might have gone? 
My question is, five years later, we don’t see anything we can 
point to that would suggest that some of that money was 
well spent?

Pierre: Well, there have been things… 

Tavis: Things like   ? 

Pierre: There have been certain things  For example, there 
was money spent on building an industrial park, but people 
were saying, look, that money should have been for the 
people, for the people who have lost their homes  There have 
been some other accounts based on what you read in the 
press   But overall, when you look at the situation of those 
who have lost their homes, people who have been displaced, 
and the situation in terms of reconstruction, not much has 
been done  And this is quoting from various newspapers, 
various publications and various reports about it 

Tavis: Five years later, the cholera outbreak that happened 
after that earthquake, contained? Better? Same? What do we 
make of the health conditions?

Pierre: It’s a terrible situation again  It’s a terrible situation 
because the cholera outbreak, that was completely neglect 
by the United Nations who brought their forces  People were 
infected with cholera and they actually, if I may say that 
word, did their business, you know, in the water, the main 
river in Haiti  And people downstream were drinking that 
water and that’s how the cholera spread 

So instead of focusing resources to deal with that, they were 
so busy trying to do damage control claiming they had noth-
ing to do with it when all the evidence was pointing that they 
were responsible for it   And now there are various figures 
out there about 850,000 people infected  Some figures are 
lower, but about 10,000 killed, dead, as a result of that cholera 
epidemic  So at different times, it flares up again 

And you see massive amounts of money  For example, the 
UN forces that are occupying Haiti, there is a lot of money 
being spent on the UN forces on their presence, but Haiti 
has so many problems of infrastructure, of healthcare, of 
schooling, education for our people, that this money could 
have been better used for our people 

Tavis:  You said a couple of things about the UN that I want 
to go back and pick up right quick  

Pierre: Sure 

Tavis: Number one, as unintentional as it might have been 
that UN workers were doing their business in the river and 
folk upstream were drinking that water, five years later, did 
the UN ever make any–was there any recompense for that? 
Any remuneration there? What happened? Did the UN ever 
step up with anything?

Pierre: No  That’s a big issue  No, they haven’t done any-
thing because they are saying they have immunity  They 
spent many years saying that they had nothing to do with it, 
but then they are saying right now that they have immunity 

Tavis: We didn’t do it, but if we did do it, we have immu-
nity  That’s their position  

Pierre: “We have immunity ”  Exactly, exactly 

Tavis: The second thing about the UN—you made the 
comment a moment ago that the UN is occupying Haiti  
Whenever you use the word occupy, that’s a loaded term  
I assume, being the learned man that you are, you use that 
word deliberately and unapologetically 

Pierre: Definitely 

Tavis: So when you say the UN is “occupying” Haiti, what 
do you mean by that, Pierre?

Pierre: What I mean is that Haiti had a stable govern-
ment  We had a democratic government, the government of 
President Jean-Bertrand Aristide, and he was elected over-
whelmingly by the people  [In] 2004, there was a kidnapping 
coup where US forces, French and Canadian, came and 
kidnapped President Aristide 

And it wasn’t just with the President Aristide  It was a coup 
in the masses of the Haitian people because almost every 
elected official was dismissed summarily  And this is why I 
want to present this idea of the problems that Haiti is expe-
riencing now have (continued on page 7)
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The Malcolm X Grassroots Move-
ment published a study docu-
menting that in 2012 there were 

313 extrajudicial killings of black men, 
women, and children in the United 
States by police, security guards, and 
vigilantes * That was one life for every 
twenty-eight hours of that year  Only 
20 percent of those killed were armed  
In 47 percent of the cases the shoot-
ings were “justified” by the claim that 
the perpetrators “felt threatened ” Any 
reasonable person should consider this 
situation genocide  Genocide is the 
systematic killing of a racial, ethnic, or 
religious group  

The killing of so many people, across 
the United States—at such a frequency—
demonstrates the source of this crisis is 
not because of a “few bad cops” but due 
to system of oppression  This system 
does not value our humanity or human 
rights  Policies, such as the so-called 
“drug war,” that target black communi-
ties to be occupied by militarized soldier 
cops are examples of the institutional-
ization of the oppression of our people  
Another factor is the representation of 
black people in the media and popular 
culture, which reinforce criminalized 
images of our youth  The failure to get 
indictments against Darren Wilson or 
the officers who killed another unarmed 
black man, Eric Garner, in New York, or 
the acquittal of a vigilante like George 

Zimmerman in the killing of Trayvon 
Martin, reminds us that the system does 
not work for the oppressed black nation   

The US empire was founded on 
white supremacy, with the occupa-
tion, removal, and extermination of the 
indigenous population and enslavement 
of African people  From enslavement 
to apartheid (segregation), lynching, 
and disenfranchisement, to our current 
situation—all reflect a history of oppres-
sion  The killing of our people in such 
large numbers and frequency during the 
administration of an African-American 
President further demonstrates that the 
problem is rooted in the system and 
cannot be resolved without a revolu-
tion—a fundamental and radical change 
of political and economic power   

In spite of the severity of the op-
pression, we must recognize that the 
sustained resistance and protests of 
black people and activists in Ferguson 
and across the empire—months after 
the death of Michael Brown—may 
signal a new stage of the Black Libera-
tion Struggle and the development of 
a new movement  The emergence of a 
new generation of freedom fighters lets 
us know that the struggle continues  We 
must organize a fighting movement that 
is intergenerational, gender-balanced, 
grassroots, and democratic  Our focus 
must be pro-black, pro-self-determi-
nation, and for social and economic 

justice   We must be in solidarity with 
other social movements inside the em-
pire and expect reciprocal support  We 
must show active support for the fights 
for self-determination and democracy 
in Palestine and Haiti  We must demand 
reparations, not only for the centuries of 
enslavement, lynching, and segregation, 
but also for the contemporary situation 
of extrajudicial killing, redlining and 
housing discrimination, mass incarcera-
tion, and racist educational policies  
We must also demand freedom for our 
political prisoners, prisoner of war, 
and the return of political exiles from 
the Civil Rights Movement and who 
were targeted by the US Government’s 
COINTELPRO counterinsurgency ef-
forts  

The new movement signals hope 
that we are not defeated as a people  The 
recent demonstrations and civil disobe-
dience of a new generation of activists 
is an inspiration, and they revitalize the 
Black Liberation Struggle  The persis-
tence of insurgent activism requires us 
all to decide: Do we stand for justice, 
or collaborate with oppression? Let us 
encourage and support the developing 
movement in our own ways to end op-
pression and build a better world   i

*This 2012 report can be found at https://
mxgm org/operation-ghetto-storm-
2012-annual-report-on-the-extrajudicial-
killing-of-313-black-people/ 

Akinyele Omowale Umoja is a founding member of both the New Afrikan People’s Organization and 
the Malcolm X Grassroots Movement. An educator and scholar-activist, he is an associate professor and 
chair of the department of African-American studies at Georgia State University, and he is the author of 

We Will Shoot Back: Armed Resistance in the Mississippi Freedom Movement (NYU Press, 2013).  

By Akinyele Omowale Umoja

combat genocide:
the current situation and challenge
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been so compound-
ed by the manmade 
disaster of that coup 

That coup really destroyed a lot of the infrastructure of the 
country  Things that were being done in terms of healthcare 
for the people, hospitals being built, wood construction, 
clean drinking water for the population, having a good sani-
tation system, all of that was destroyed and it was done by 
an economic sabotage of the country   And the US blocked 
funds that were supposed to go and help put this infrastruc-
ture into place  So what happened was, when this natural 
disaster, the earthquake and the hurricanes, when they hit 
Haiti, then there was nothing there really to be of support to 
the population 

So the UN forces that are there, they are there to maintain 
the status quo  They’ve been there for the past ten years and, 
in ten years, Haiti has been under the control of the inter-
national community, so-called “Friends of Haiti ”  And right 
now, the situation, the economy conditions for the popula-
tion of Haiti are worse than they were when Haiti was being 
ruled by Haitians 

Tavis: Former president, Jean-Bertrand Aristide, is now, of 
course, living back in Haiti  

Pierre: That’s correct 

Tavis: But I remember what you referred to a moment ago 
as a US-led coup of Aristide  I remember this well because at 
the time—Randall Robinson, founder of TransAfrica, wrote 
about this in a book, so it’s in this text and my name is all in 
this particular chapter–because Randall knew because I had 
been talking to him on the phone 

I was in Miami about to board a private plane to go to Haiti 
to interview President Aristide at the presidential palace  
He’d granted me an interview because all this stuff was about 
to go down   Aristide grants me an interview, I’m about to 
hop on this plane to head to Haiti, Port-Au-Prince, to inter-
view him and I got a message from Secretary of State Colin 
Powell that that might not be a good idea 

I knew Secretary Powell and—these are my words—he was 
at least concerned enough or kind enough to let me know, 
Tavis, this is not where you want to be right now ’cause 
something’s about to go down 

I didn’t get any heads up on what was about to go down, 
but just from Mr  Powell’s office, Tavis, don’t do this  So the 
plane never took off, I never left  I’m watching CNN a few 

minutes later, you know, an hour or so later, I see Aristide is 
being whisked out of the country by US forces 

The story then and all these years later, as the US govern-
ment will tell it, is that they did that to save Aristide  That if 
Aristide had not done that, had he not gone on that plane 
with the US military forces, he would have been assassi-
nated, killed 

So the US government says we did it to save Aristide and, 
quite frankly, to save anarchy in the country  Your view and 
Randall’s view and others’ view all these years later is that it 
was a US-led coup  Tell me why you feel that way 

Pierre: Yes, because we, the Haiti Action Committee, I was 
in Haiti when President Aristide’s inaugural in 2001 and I 
remember on the way back reading an article from one of 
the US papers in print quoting a former state department 
official saying that it will take a coups to get rid of Aristide 

I knew right away something was going to happen  And 
everything else that was occurring at that time led us, my 
organization and other people, to see that there would be 
these preparations for a coup   So we were very active in 
trying to stop this from happening, working very closely 
with a number of the members of the black caucus to try to 
prevent that, marching, demonstrating in the area against 
it   So when it happened, we knew that it wasn’t something 
that was–they had Haitian faces in the front, but it was really 
something that was organized by these so-called interna-
tional communities 

Tavis: So this leads to my exit question, then  Five years 
after the earthquake with all that we’ve talked about tonight, 
what is the political situation in Haiti?  How stable politically 
is the country now, for whatever is going to happen, to put 
this country where it needs to be, on stable ground, on strong 
footing? What’s the political situation in Haiti five years later?

Pierre: Five years later, what we have is still a continua-
tion of the coups  We have a current President Martelly who 
was put in there by—several people have said—Secretary of 
State Hillary Clinton   And Martelly is there and he is quite 
a dictator  He tried to bring the country back to the days of 
the Duvalier era by   

Tavis: And Baby Doc—was that last year? He died last 
year—2014? 

Pierre: Yeah, a couple of months ago  [   ] But what brings 
us hope is the fact that the Haitian people are in the streets  
They are protesting  

Pierre Labossiere
(continued from page 5)

(continued on page 13)
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HAITI SOLIDARITY:  First of all, thank you so much for 
your time. It is an honor for us at Haiti Solidarity to be con-
ducting this interview.  Looking back four years ago, to March 
18, 2011, the date of your family’s return from exile in South 
Africa, what do you remember about that moment?

MILDRED ARISTIDE: Without a doubt, our accompani-
ment home from the airport to the front door of the house—
where we sat in the car for 15 minutes until a passage could be 
cleared through the crowd to get inside!  It is a moment and a 
feeling that I’ll never forget   The four of us like to refer to it as 
a “tsunami of love ”

HS: Why was reopening UNIFA the central priority of Presi-
dent Aristide’s work upon your return to Haiti? Why is UNIFA 
so essential to the movement for real democracy in Haiti? 

MA: Let me start with some background   Titide created the 
Aristide Foundation University (UNIFA) in 2001   It was 
an extension of the Haiti-Cuba cooperation in health care   
Instead of sending Haitian students to med school in Cuba 
we would train more doctors and health professionals in the 
country   We broke ground on the campus in 2002   By 2003 
the first phase of construction was completed; approximately 
247 medical students began classes   Early February 2004, 
the university teaching hospital, Hopital Universitaire de la 
Paix, opened   Then there was the coup d’état   While Titide 

Mildred Aristide is the former First 
Lady of Haiti.  Her husband, President 

Jean-Bertrand Aristide, was twice 
elected to office by the overwhelming 

majority of the Haitian people.  In this 
new interview with Haiti Solidarity, 

she discusses the University of Aristide 
Foundation.
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and I were forced from our home and the country, UNIFA 
students were forced from the campus   University classrooms 
and dorm rooms were transformed into military barracks by 
soldiers of the multi-national force deployed to Haiti   Re-
markably, most of the students made their way to Cuba and 
completed their training   When the earthquake struck on 
January 12, 2010, some of these young doctors staffed emer-
gency clinics at the Foundation auditorium; two are part of 
our staff at UNIFA 

In the month before we returned to Haiti, Titide wrote: “A 
year on [from the earthquake], young people and students 
look to the Foundation’s University to return to its educa-
tional vocation and help fill the gaping national hole left on 

the day the earth shook in Haiti … I will return to Haiti to the 
field I know best and love: education ”  Education has always 
been at the center of his life work—as teacher/priest, creating 
Lafanmi Selavi (center for street children), his writings, social 
justice activism, tenure as Haiti’s first democratically elected 
president, his scholarship in South Africa   And today, he 
brings all of that to UNIFA     

Right now, in the moment that Haiti is living, the university is 
essential   Haiti vitally needs a safe space where young people 
can come together, think country and construct a future un-
der very difficult circumstances   A place where they can learn 
from and interact with national and international profession-
als   An institution (continued on page 10)
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that will address 
national issues and 
seek viable solutions 

to national problems   Dreams of working, prospering and 
changing Haiti – not chasing after a foreign visa or a job with 
a foreign NGO   This is UNIFA’s commitment  

HS: Could you describe the growth of UNIFA over the past four 
years, and the impact it has made in Haiti in this period?

MA: UNIFA’s first admissions exam in 2011, drew over 1,000 
applicants—when we could only accept 126 students for that 
first class!  One hundred and twenty six is a tiny fraction of 
the approximately 50,000 students who complete high school 
every year in Haiti; it speaks to the urgent need for access to 
quality university education in Haiti   Last year it was report-
ed that there are about 30,000 Haitians attending university in 
the Dominican Republic at a cost of $80 to $90 million a year   
So an immediate —albeit limited—impact that UNIFA has 
had is to offer Haitian parents more options in the education 
of their daughters and sons  

Every year, we work to expand those options   Since begin-
ning with the medical school, we have added a school of nurs-
ing, law and this past September, in partnership with Stony 
Brook University in NY, Haiti’s first school of physical ther-
apy   Our student population stands at approximately 1,200   
We grew from a handful of instructors to over 65 instructors 
across the four different schools   Our Haitian instructors are 
complemented by a visiting instructors’ program   Ameri-
can and Haitian-American professionals who spend up to a 
week teaching on campus   Last year we had the privilege of 
welcoming Jeffrey Brand, former dean of the University of 

San Francisco Law School   As well as Dr  Henri Ford, Hai-
tian-American chief of pediatric orthopedics at LA Children’s 
Hospital   Our third- and fourth-year medical students are 
enrolled in clinical training at area hospitals, plus the Mirb-
alais Hospital established by Partners in Health   Third year 
nursing students as well 

In terms of student services, we now have a fully function-
ing cafeteria for students and staff, we have increased the 
our broad band width—although it’s still not enough—and 
are actively working with our partners at Rosalind Franklin 
University of Medical Sciences (Illinois) to have access to 
their online library and human anatomy program   The par-
tial renovation of the residential campus has meant that we 
have been able to lodge visiting instructors   And this year 10 

Mildred Aristide
(continued from page 9)

I like to tell visitors that they are 
standing on sacred ground.  This is 
not hyperbole.  The stakes and the 

country’s needs are too high.  UNIFA 
cannot be a pawn in political fighting.  

There should be no attempt to use 
or manipulate our students to serve 
political ends. UNIFA is a national 

project that is slowly revealing itself to 
be a national institution in the 

service of the country. 
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students are residing on campus 

HS: Can you discuss the health care issues facing Haiti right 
now—and UNIFA’s role in helping to meet those challenges?

MA: Of course cholera remains a very serious public health 
crisis   At the end of 2014, several reports indicated spikes in 
the number of infections and deaths attributable to cholera 
across different parts of the country   I wouldn’t be surprised 
if we passed 9,000 deaths already   That, added to chronic 
infectious diseases like AIDS and TB makes for a very dif-
ficult health outlook   All this against the backdrop of a hugely 
insufficient number of physicians for the population   Existing 
and new hospitals built since the earthquake, function well 
below 100 percent levels because of staff shortage   The clini-
cal support that responded to the earthquake has left   Haiti 
counts only a handful of trained physical therapists, when the 
need for therapy skyrocketed after the earthquake   The capi-
tal’s General Hospital does not have a properly functioning 
morgue   There is an urgent need for Haitian trained health 
care providers, nurses, technicians, pharmacists, administra-
tors—at every levels   Education and training in the health 
sciences must be a priority in any viable national health plan       

When UNIFA opened in 2001, government support allowed 
us to be tuition free   When we reopened in September 2011 
(without government financial support) it was clear that we 
would not be able to survive without a tuition   The current 
tuition at UNIFA  (less than 1,500 USD a year) is less then 
what other private universities charge   So that is already 
broadening access    Still we know that for Haiti, in these 
most difficult economic times, that tuition is still a lot   And 
the solution may be making more need-based scholarships 
available; to do that we have to raise more money     Beyond 
the economic factor, there is a psychological and social bar-
rier that UNIFA is committed to overcoming: The notion 
that only some people can be doctors or can go to university   
And in fact the student body at UNIFA is representative of 
a broader spectrum of Haitian society than you might see at 
other Haitian Universities    Students and their families know 
that UNIFA’s doors are open to all    Both the Foundation 
and UNIFA are built on this guiding principle: “Tout moun se 
moun ”  Every person is a human being   Every young person 
should be able to go to university, every person has the right 
to health care    #BlackLivesMatter  

(continued on page 12)
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 HS: One of the 
impressive features 
of the University is 

its gender balance.  Each of the schools – law, medical, nursing 
and physical therapy—has at least 50 percent women students. 
Could you discuss the significance of this for Haiti and how this 
has been achieved?
 
MA: Another social barrier to tear down: That the university 
is the domain of men   We start the year with a 50-50 gender 
balance (except in nursing where the pool of applicants is 
overwhelming feminine) and we have no difficulty finding 
qualified female candidates    One thing we have seen though 
is that there is a certain amount of attrition along the way, 
and attrition among female students is slightly higher, which 
means that the balance is not always maintained   So here is 
something we are looking at, asking what additional barriers 
to completing their studies do female students face?  How can 
we as a University address that?   Our commitment is always 
for gender parity 

HS: In the past period, there has been a growth in repressive 
measures against political expression in Haiti, including threats 
to arrest President Aristide. How has this impacted you and 
your family? How has it impacted UNIFA?   

MA: Unsettling, but not surprising   Sadly, the absence of the 

rule of law means that anything is possible; anything can be 
said   Human rights are routinely violated, like what happened 
to Titide   There is a Creole expression: The dogs bark, the 
caravan rolls by   In August, as the political machine spewed 
its lies, here is what he was doing: Preparing for a fourth 
year at UNIFA; registering students; overseeing construction 
of the school of physical therapy (which is now 95 percent 
complete); working with the new dean of the medical school; 
assessing completion of the second three-week international 
social medicine summer class   Committed as he has been all 
his life to working with the people of Haiti 

There are people that are visibly surprised when they visit our 
campus   They see students in white lab coats bustling to and 
from class   They stare at these young women and men sitting 
on benches, studying, eating lunch, hanging out, checking 
their email   An eyebrow is raised when they see a well-
known practicing physician or lawyer step into class   Normal, 
everyday events for us, yet UNIFA has to push back against 
false perceptions   The wheel is turning   I like to tell visitors 
that they are standing on sacred ground   This is not hyperbo-
le   The stakes and the country’s needs are too high   UNIFA 
cannot be a pawn in political fighting   There should be no 
attempt to use or manipulate our students to serve political 
ends  UNIFA is a national project that is slowly revealing itself 
to be a national institution in the service of the country  

Mildred Aristide
(continued from page 11)

(continued on page 13)
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We have three goals: (1) to prepare 
doctors to care for the poorest of the 
poor; (2) to increase the number 
of doctors practicing in rural 
areas; and (3) to break down 
long tradition of exclusion of 
the poor majority in Haiti from 
access to higher education       

HS: What are some of UNIFA’s 
goals for the next few years? 
How would you like to see the 
University’s reach expand?

MA: There are no lesser priori-
ties, but in my book, these are five 
top priorities:  First, UNIFA’s own 
teaching hospital  Second, a sizeable 
endowment that can allow us to lower 
or better yet eliminate tuition   Third, 
a school of science (biology, chemistry, 
math and engineering)   Fourth, complete 
renovation of the residential campus so that we can 
accommodate students from all across the country   And fifth, 
a stand-alone library   

HS: We know that UNIFA has done all of this work with such 
limited resources. What are the ways in which people and 

organizations outside of Haiti can help further 
UNIFA’s work? How can people with ties 

to universities and medical institutions 
help? 

MA: Well, the most straightfor-
ward cooperation is financial   
While a portion of the budget 
comes from student tuition, we 
depend on international and 
national support for the rest   
We also encourage donations/
contributions of teaching ma-
terial, like anatomical models 
and charts, laboratory equip-
ment, etc   I recently came 
across an article online titled 
“Learning surgery in Haiti ”  

A group of surgeons and two 
American med students came 

“to Haiti” (no hospital or medical 
school is mentioned) for five days 

and performed 46 surgeries   This was 
a wonderful and most likely life-saving 

event for the 46 patients treated   According 
to the article, the students had “opportunities 

unavailable to them back home ”  To perform the 
surgeries, “the team shipped 18, 50-pound boxes of instru-
ments and materials ”  Now, imagine if that group had gone 
one step further and partnered with a Haitian medical school 
to train Haitian students too  That is the kind of engaged co-
operation and support that UNIFA seeks to strengthen  i

They are demanding 
their right to vote  
They are saying we 

need to sit around the table  What brings us hope is to see that 
Haitians can do for self 

For example, we look at UniFA, the University of the Aris-
tide Foundation medical school where President Aristide 
came back from exile and he reopened the school within six 
months   And the school is now a medical school, there is 
a nursing school, a law school and the first school of physi-
cal therapy churning out good people who Haiti needs as 
opposed to the United Nations forces that have been killing 
our people, conducting rape, bringing cholera to the coun-
try   So when you contrast the ten years of democratic inter-
lude in Haiti from 1994 to 2002, you compare that to the ten 
years of 2004 to 2014 during which Haiti has been under the 

occupation of those forces, the US, Haiti has received much 
money during that span of time   And the situation is very 
clear  The people are not getting a better life  As a matter of 
fact, things are worse for our people 

Tavis: I love the people of Haiti  They are resilient more 
than anybody I can think of on the globe and yet these 
political and economic and social questions that remain five 
years after this massive earthquake is why we come back to 
Haiti as often as we can on this program  Pierre Labossiere, 
thank you for coming on 

Pierre: Thank you so much 

Tavis: And for giving us an update on what things in Haiti 
are like five years after this 7 0 earthquake hit the tiny island 
nation    i

Mildred Aristide
(continued from page 12)

Pierre Labossiere
(continued from page 7)

We 
have

three goals: 
(1) to prepare doctors 

to care for the poorest of 
the poor; (2) to increase the 

number of doctors practicing 
in rural areas; 

and (3) to break down long 
tradition of exclusion of the 

poor majority in Haiti 
from access to higher 

education.  
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Fanmi Lavalas Party 
he founded, Paul 
was a key part of 

the so-called Democratic Convergence, the political face 
of the destabilization campaign that led to the 2004 coup 
against Aristide  He was one of the politicians who boycot-
ted Haiti’s bicentennial celebration in 2004, and he gave 
support to death squad leader Guy Philippe  After the coup, 
Paul bragged, “We will need to work with Mr  Philippe and 
other sectors of the country that played an important role in 
the great insurrection that swept Mr  Aristide from power ” 
He called for the arrest of Fanmi Lavalas leaders, and then 
joined the coup government of Gerard LaTortue  

 Martelly has sabotaged the electoral process since 
assuming the presidency  He knows he has little popular 
support, so he’s tried to rig the electoral procedures in order 
to control the outcomes  He has appointed many mayors 
and local officials, a practice common during the Duvalier 

era, which is not only undemocratic, but important because 
local officials have significant influence in Haitian elections  
The people have resisted his maneuvers, and consequently 
he’s refused to call elections 

 US Ambassador Pamela White, along with the French 
and UN ambassadors, tried to strike a deal that would put 
in place Martelly’s rigged electoral project while allowing 
the Senate to continue to meet until new elections could be 
held, but the negotiations failed  The ruling powers may not 
want an election anyway  Two Quinnipiac polls have shown 
that the Fanmi Lavalas Party would win any election over-
whelmingly, despite the decades-long US campaign—and 
the presence of 7,213 United Nations occupation troops and 
police—to prevent this outcome 

 Haitians are still fighting for the goals and demands 
of those who rose up at the turn of the 19th century to win 
Haiti’s independence, abolish slavery, and expel the army of 
Napoleon, who once said, “My decision to destroy the au-

Revolution Evolution
(continued from page 3)

The photo was taken during a demonstration in Port-au-Prince in December 2014.  From top to bottom, the sign reads: “From 
New York to Haiti”; “We Can’t Breath”; “Same struggle”; and “Bill Clinton bring back the money for the rebuilding.”
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thority of the blacks 
in Saint Domingue 
(Haiti) is not so 

much based on considerations of commerce and money, as 
on the need to block forever the march of the blacks in the 
world ” 

 Neither the United States nor any European nation 
whose economies enriched themselves from slavery would 
recognize the world’s first and only country created by the 
formerly enslaved until 1826, when the French navy sailed 
into the Port-au-Prince harbor and threatened to blow up 
the city with cannon unless Haiti paid 100 million gold 
francs in “reparations” to the former slave “owners” for loss 
of their “property,” in exchange for diplomatic recognition 

 Haiti finished paying this onerous debt in 1947, add-
ing to the French economy more that $21 billion to aid in 
its industrialization and modernization, while driving Haiti 
into its euphemistic position as “the poorest country in the 
Americas ”

 The battle between Haiti and most of the Western world 
for sovereignty and independence continues to this day, as 
occupation armies, dictators, corrupt politicians, and the 
chicanery of international and domestic elites have fought 
Haitian uprising after uprising initiated to fulfill the promise 
of 1804 

 The United States Marines occupied Haiti from 1915 to 
1934, partly to put down peasant revolts in the north and in 
the south  The US government rewrote the Haitian constitu-
tion to allow for the foreign ownership of Haitian land, and 
exited with the creation of a national guard to perpetuate US 
influence in the country after the marines left 

 The United States supported the vicious Francois (Papa 
Doc) Duvalier dictatorship from 1957 to 1971, and allowed 
his son Jean-Claude (Baby Doc) to succeed him without 
elections, in exchange for free trade agreements  The Haitian 
majority rose up again and forced Baby Doc into exile in 
1986  Despite a succession of US supported military govern-
ments, Haiti adopted a new constitution in 1987, reversing 
many of the most draconian laws imposed by Duvalier’s 
1957 constitution 

 This uprising was strong enough to force the first free 
and fair elections in Haiti’s history in 1990, which over-
whelmingly elected the liberation theology priest, Jean-Ber-
trand Aristide, and representatives of Lavalas, (the Kreyol 
word for “flood”), the popular movement that had success-
fully forced the Duvalier dictatorship from power  Aristide 
set about developing literacy campaigns, building schools, 
parks, and health clinics, and raising the minimum wage, 
only to be overthrown by the Haitian military with US col-
laboration on September 29, 1991 

 Haitians again elected Aristide president in 2000, this 
time with more than 90 percent of the vote   In August 2003, 

he went on TV and demanded that France “restore” the $21 
billion extorted between 1826 and 1947, which only intensi-
fied the plot of France, Canada and the US to overthrow his 
government and destroy the Lavalas movement that brought 
him to power  France, Canada, and the US then undermined 
the 200th anniversary of independence celebration on Janu-
ary 1, 2004 and funded and armed a mercenary army that 
attacked northern Haiti, starting in late 2003 

 When that force proved incapable of taking over Port-
au-Prince, US government and military officials kidnapped 
Aristide and his family on February 29, 2004 and flew them 
into 7 years of forced exile  After this second coup d’état, 
Aristide brought Haiti’s history full circle by invoking famed 
revolutionary leader Toussaint Louverture, “In overthrow-
ing me, you have done no more than cut down the trunk 
of the tree of black liberty in St-Domingue—it will spring 
back from the roots, for they are numerous and deep ” The 
demonstrations of today prove him correct 

 To facilitate the 2004 coup, the United Nations autho-
rized an occupation army, composed first of US, French, 
and Canadian forces, and later replaced by the MINUSTAH 
army headed by Brazil, whose 7,213 military and police 
forces continue to occupy Haiti today, 11 years later at the 
current cost of more than $800 million a year  Nepalese 
troops in MINUSTAH introduced cholera into Haiti, which 
has killed more than 8,500 people and sickened hundreds of 
thousands, but the UN refuses to accept any responsibility 

 MINUSTAH forces serve only to protect the status quo, 
and they have engaged in numerous massacres, including 
those of July 6, 2005 and December 22, 2006 in Cite Soleil, 
one of the poorest neighborhoods in Port-au-Prince  And 
still Haitians rise up in protest, bravely risking their lives 
today, as they did during the revolution against the French 

 As long as these original revolutionary demands for 
freedom and self determination remain unfulfilled, as long as 
outside forces continue to force elitist, corrupt governments 
on Haitians that only perpetuate their suffering and exploita-
tion, their revolutionary movement will continue to evolve 

And Western powers will continue to try to halt it, 
because Haiti’s revolution challenges the legacy of colonial-
ism, racism, and white supremacy not only in Haiti, but 
also in Europe and North America  The demands for self 
determined government, restoration of stolen money and 
reparations for stolen labor, lives and cultures threaten the 
colonial and imperial powers even more, along with Haitian 
elites, and they will do whatever they feel they need to do to 
prevent this discussion from even taking place, as they dem-
onstrated in Haiti with the 2004 coup  They may not say so 
in such a direct manner as Napoleon, but their actions speak 
for themselves  And Haitians will continue to stand up and 
resist as their 211-year-old revolutionary movement evolves 
to meet the needs and demands of today    i

Revolution Evolution
(continued from page 14)
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Dechoukaj
 
The tree stump remains in the field
after the tree is cut.
Deeply its roots grasp the soil;
it is not dead.

From it will spring
a dozen shoots
filling the field
hindering the plow
choking the seedlings
stealing the harvest.

With machete and hoe
with strong back and arms
the farmer attacks the stump
digs below its roots
chops off its tendrils
hauls out the tangled knot
to be burned in the cooking fire.

The grain will fall on the fertile field
will sprout and grow.
The harvest will come.

© 1995 Carolyn S. Scarr
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