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Since the first issue of Haiti Solidarity, a number 
of significant anniversaries have transpired   On 
Monday, September 30, thousands of demonstra-

tors commemorated the twenty-second anniversary of 
the ouster of then-President Jean-Bertrand Aristide as 
well as to protest the violations of their rights by the 
current Martelly administration   After the 1991 mili-
tary coup, the Haitian Army killed innumerable people 
and came down with a heavy fist on many more   It was 
during the following four-year period that the number 
of Haitian refugees—those seeking asylum from the 
persistent dregs of Duvalierism—proliferated 

Later on, a psychologist named Lovinsky Pierre-
Antoine, a courageous proponent of justice and de-
mocracy for his people, co-founded Fondasyon 30 
Septamn (September 30th Foundation)   The grassroots 
organization advocated for victims of the 1991 coup 
and, long afterward, has continued to fight against for-
eign interference in Haiti 

On August 12, 2007, days after leading a protest 
in front of the United Nations headquarters in Port-
au-Prince, Lovinsky was kidnapped   Haiti was then 
in the midst of a three-year-old UN/US occupation, 
and President Aristide was still in involuntary exile 
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to not keep silent
Nia Imara

Front page: Emory Douglas’ “Troubled Water” brings home the suffering and injustices of the United Nations occupation of Haiti 
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in South Africa   Many in Haiti, as well as solidarity 
organizations abroad such as Haiti Action Commit-
tee, reasonably believe that the kidnapping occurred 
because Lovinsky relentlessly exposed the crimes 
committed against the Haitian people by the United 
Nations, the United States, and homegrown coup-sup-
porters   The Fondasyon 30 Septamn demonstration he 
led during the summer of 2007 was on another signifi-
cant anniversary, both in Haitian and US history: the 
first US takeover of Haiti in 1915   Under the command 
of President Woodrow Wilson, the Marines invaded 
Port-au-Prince on July 28, 1915   From the potential 
resurrection of the Haitian Army, (see “Ten Steps to 
Dictatorship” in this issue), to the continued exploita-
tion of the people, (see “Turning Back the Clock”), the 
repercussions of the nineteen-year-old occupation are 
still impacting people’s lives today   

In an interview last month, a Haitian woman who 
runs a school for 650 children—significantly beyond the 
school’s capacity of 500 children—said they are concur-
rently fighting on two fronts: the political and the social   

Politically, the school directors and teachers regu-
larly participate in actions and demonstrations aimed 
at pressuring those in power   With around half of 
school-aged children not in school because their 
families cannot afford school fees or other associated 
costs, Michel Martelly’s electoral campaign promise 
of an education plan was mere propaganda   Thus, the 
teachers can frequently be found demonstrating at the 
Ministry of Social Affairs, demanding accountability 
for the sake of their students’ futures 

Socially, the staff faces the daily struggle of finding 
the money to provide the children with one hot meal 
each day   The students come from the poorest neigh-
borhoods—Site Soley, Delma, Site Okay—and many of 
them find their only reliable meal at school   

“In addition to providing the children with the 
best education possible,” the teacher said, “we have 
to tend to their physical needs ”  Hunger is their big-
gest challenge, and her biggest worry is that they won’t 
be able to provide the kids with a plate of food each 
day   So they struggle on, on many fronts, because the 
alternative—to keep quiet in the face of injustice—is 
impossible   We have to say “no” when we see abuses 
being committed, she said; otherwise, in keeping our 
silence—as the Pharisees were once admonished —
“the stones will cry out ”  i

Considering donating to Haiti action committee?

All donations go toward supporting the grassroots efforts 
of the committee and to Haitian grassroots organizations.

Checks can be made out and sent to: 
Haiti action committee

PO Box 2040
Berkeley, CA 94702

The annual School of the Americas Watch vigil 
will take place at Fort Benning, Georgia on 
November 22 – 24 to protest the US training 

of Latin American military personnel   Haiti Action 
Committee encourages readers to attend and sup-
port this event 

 The first 41 troops for a new Haitian army 
returned to Haiti in September from a ten-month 
training in Ecuador   Brazil and Ecuador have 
committed to train 1,500 more Haitian troops   
These two countries, along with Argentina, Bolivia, 
Chile, El Salvador, Guatemala, Paraguay, Peru, and 
Uruguay, participate in the United Nations (MI-
NUSTAH) force that has occupied Haiti since the 
February 29, 2004 coup against Haitian President 
Jean-Bertrand Aristide   Aristide disbanded the 
army in 1995, due to its corruption and brutality 
against the Haitian majority   Most Haitians do not 
want a new army 

 This new army project of President Michel 
Martelly has received no legislative approval from 
the Parliament or from the government budget pro-
cess   This unknown source of funding indicates the 
likelihood of a private, presidential militia, consis-
tent with Martelly’s rewriting of the constitution, his 
welcoming of Baby Doc Duvalier back to Haiti, the 
inclusion of Duvalierists in his administration, and 
his subservience to transnational business interests 
accompanied by massive repression against grass-
roots movements 

SOA Watch Alert: 
Ecuador and Brazil

training new Haitian Army
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1. Who is Michel Martelly?

Martelly grew up during the 27-
year dictatorship of Francois “Papa 
Doc” Duvalier and his son, Jean 
Claude “Baby Doc ” He joined the 
Duvalierist death squad, the Tonton 
Macoutes, at the age of 15 and later 
attended Haiti’s military academy  
Under Baby Doc, Martelly, a popular 
musician, ran the Garage, a nightclub 
patronized by army officers and mem-
bers of Haiti’s tiny ruling class 

After Baby Doc’s fall in February 
1986, a mass democratic movement, 
long repressed by the Duvaliers, burst 
forth and became known as Lavalas 
(“flood”), from which emerged Jean-
Bertrand Aristide, a popular libera-
tion theology Catholic priest, who 
was elected president in 1990 with 67 
percent of the vote in the first free and 
fair election in Haiti’s history 

Martelly quickly became a bitter 
opponent of Lavalas, attacking the 
popular movement in his songs played 
widely on Haitian radio   Martelly “was 

closely identified with sympathizers 
of the 1991 military coup that ousted 
former President Jean-Bertrand Aris-
tide,” the Miami Herald observed in 
1996, and ran with members of the vi-
cious FRAPH death squad from that 
period, infamous for gang rapes and 
killing with impunity 

On the day of Aristide’s return 
to Haiti in 2011, after eight years of 
forced exile in South Africa and two 
days before the “run-off ” election, 
Martelly was caught in a video on 
YouTube insulting Aristide and La-
valas: “The Lavalas are so ugly  They 
smell like s***  F*** you, Lavalas  F*** 
you, Jean-Bertrand Aristide ”

2. Fraudulent presidential
election of 2010-2011

In the presidential election cycle 
of 2010-2011, the Electoral Council 
ruled that Aristide’s Fanmi Lavalas 
Party could not participate, which de-
legitimized the whole corrupt process  
Voter turnout was less than 25 percent 
in the primaries and less than 20 per-
cent in the “run-off ”

The top two candidates announced 
after the primaries were the wife of a 
former pro-Duvalier president and the 
son-in-law of Rene Preval, the presi-
dent at the time  Martelly was declared 
third, but his supporters demonstrated 
violently, and an OAS “investigation” 

of the elections ruled that, in fact, Mar-
telly had finished second 

Secretary of State Hilary Clin-
ton flew to Port-au-Prince in January 
2011, at the height of the Egyptian 
revolution, to reinforce this decision  
Martelly received $6 million from an 
anonymous donor in Florida to hire a 
PR firm that had worked on the cam-
paigns of Felipe Calderón in Mexico 
and John McCain in the US 

3. Corruption

Corruption scandals have fol-
lowed Martelly since he refused to 
divulge who funded his campaign for 
president 

Bribes – Award-winning Domini-
can Republic journalist Nuria Piera 
broke the story in April 2012 (later 
reported in Time) that Martelly was 
alleged to have accepted $2 6 million 
in bribes during and after the 2010 
election to ensure that a Dominican 
construction company would receive 
contracts under his presidency  In ad-
dition, the vote to make Laurent La-
mothe the prime minister is known in 
Haiti as the “tout moun jwenn vote” 
(“everyone got their cut” vote) 

Surcharge on international calls 
and money transfers for “education” 
– Questionable new taxes have also 
fed controversy  A $1 50 tax on money 
transfers and a five cent per minute 
tax on phone calls to Haiti are alleged 
by Martelly to support education, but 
the poor majority continue to face un-
affordable school fees, and critics say 
no money from this tax has gone to 

     Ten Steps to
Dictatorship
by Charlie Hinton

graphic by nia
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schools   Moreover, Haitian teachers 
have been marching to demand back 
pay   Martelly’s new taxes were not 
ratified by or presented to Haiti’s Par-
liament, making them illegal 

Travel expenses – When travel-
ing, which he does often, Martelly’s 
entourage receives an outrageous per 
diem from the Haitian government   
According to Senator Moïse Jean-
Charles, Martelly gets $20,000 a day, 
his wife $10,000 a day, his children 
$7,500, and others in his inner circle 
get $4,000 daily 

A plan to establish an illegal par-
allel customs system to circumvent 
legislative control – This allegedly 
involved the selling of a membership 
card and gun to anyone who wanted 
to be part of the Martelly gang   The 
membership privileges included tax-
exempt status at customs   The pro-
gram had to be scratched when the US 
Drug Enforcement Administration 
complained about members facilitat-
ing drug transport on the strength of 
their membership 

4. Rewriting & undermining
Haiti’s Constitution

The overthrow of Baby Doc in 
1986 led to the creation of a new dem-
ocratic Constitution in 1987, ratified 
in a referendum by an overwhelming 
majority of Haitians   It recognized 
Haitian Kreyol as an official language, 
along with French, and legalized Vo-
dun, the spiritual practice of the ma-
jority of Haitians   It provided for 
grassroots participation in national 
decision-making, decentralized the 
nation’s finances and political struc-
ture, and provided for protection of 
human rights 

On June 12, 2012, Martelly an-
nounced new amendments, which 
concentrate executive power and her-
ald the return of Duvalier-style dic-

tatorship  The new, illegally amended 
Constitution, written by non-legisla-
tors and never seen nor voted on by 
the Parliament prior to its publication, 
creates a top down method of choos-
ing a Permanent Electoral Council to 
run elections, undermining grassroots 
participation and centralizing control 
from above 

It allows the president to appoint 
the prime minister after merely “con-
sulting” the heads of the two cham-
bers of Parliament instead of requir-
ing Parliamentary ratification   In 
cases of “presidential vacancy,” the 
new amendments make the prime 
minister the provisional president, 
so presidents can resign, appoint the 
prime minister to succeed them, and 
thereby maintain perpetual control 

New amendments provide that 
a “general budget” and a “general ex-
penditures report” can replace line 
item annual budgets, thus limiting 
parliamentary oversight of the budget 
New amendments return Duvalier era 
and other retrograde laws, including:

• A 1935 law on “superstitious 
beliefs,” which would ban Vodun 
once again 
• A 1977 law establishing the 
Court of State Security to increase 
state surveillance and repression 
• A 1969 law that condemns all 
“imported doctrines,” thereby at-
tacking freedom of thought and 
freedom of association  Violation 
of this new law can result in the 
death penalty   The 1987 Haitian 
Constitution had eliminated the 
death penalty 

5. Restoring the army

In one of the most popular moves 
of his administration, President Aris-
tide disbanded the hated Haitian army 
in 2005  Since the coup that overthrew 

Aristide for the second time in 2004, 
U N  troops and police, currently 
numbering 8,754 uniformed person-
nel, have occupied Haiti   One of Mar-
telly’s campaign promises was to re-
store the Haitian Army, and now new 
Haitian troops are being trained by 
Ecuador and Brazil   In addition, well-
armed former military and paramili-
tary personnel supported by Martelly 
have occupied militia camps since 
early 2012 

6. Return of the death squads 

Martelly has issued pink identity 
cards with a photo for $30 to selected 
supporters, promising many benefits 
to those who hold them, like jobs and 
impunity from prosecution  During 
the Duvalier period, every Tonton 
Macoute received a card providing 
many privileges, like free merchandise 
from any store entered, entitlement to 
coerced sex, and fear and respect from 
people in general 

Senator John Joel Joseph has 
identified senators that he claims are 
marked for assassination   He identi-
fied the people who have been paying 
the “hit squads” on behalf of Mar-
telly   He denounced one of the men 
as an escaped criminal who had been 
caught red handed with a “near death” 
victim behind his vehicle   Said victim 
sent the police to a house where two 
more victims could be found 

Senator Joseph identified the lead-
er of the death squad and his vehicle, 
denouncing the group as the one 
which recently assassinated a grass-
roots militant   He accused the presi-
dent and his wife of pressuring the 
chief of police to remove the senators’ 
security detail, in order to facilitate 
their assassinations  He denounced a 
previous instance when Martelly tried 

(continued on page 10)
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Turning
           Back 

the Clock

Going to Haiti now is different, harder, and more ardu-
ous   Certainly, being an adult means that my lens has 
changed, but Haiti is becoming a place that I’d only heard 
about from my father and others who remember the 
Duvaliers’ dictatorships: a place of economic exploitation 
and brutal repression of the poor and a place of opulence 
and gaiety for the wealthy and foreign   And now, as an 
adult and high school teacher, it is part of my job to take 
high school students to Haiti and help them contextualize 
the poverty they see  In June 2013, I and other teachers 
in San Francisco took students to Haiti, where they were 
exposed to all of these harsh realities   They were exposed 
to the massive tourism and propaganda campaigns dedi-
cated to covering up these realities, and to the fight that 
Haitians continue to wage against the forces that would 
oppress them   

A CONTEXT OF EXPLOITATION

As we traveled to Haiti, the students got to witness 
firsthand the extent of Haiti’s manmade poverty: 
the devastation that still remains from the earth-

quake, the thousands that are still displaced, the squalor 
people are forced to live in, rampant cholera, and the lack 
of access to healthcare and potable water   They got to 
hear firsthand accounts from Haitians about the context 
of all of this unnatural poverty: the lack of aid from the 
government and international community in most areas, 
the overabundance and disorganization of many NGOs, 

the exploitation of Haitians in factories and sweatshops, 
and the political repression  They got to visit organiza-
tions and meet activists who are working tirelessly to 
make up for the lack of support  

It was shocking for all of us to learn that at a time of 
so much injustice, and as people struggle hourly to feed 
themselves, millions of dollars in earthquake relief money 
have been spent on building at least seven luxury hotels 
and promoting tourism 

TOURISM

Let’s examine the facts: the Royal Oasis Hotel, the 
Clinton-Bush Fund’s shining star, received $2 mil-
lion in start-up costs for a project that rivals many 

US five-star hotels  It boasts major restaurants, luxurious 
views, air conditioning, and an art gallery  It literally sits 
in the midst of a sea of poverty, towering over shanty-
towns around it 1 

The Red Cross, well known for its seemingly benevo-
lent work, also broke into Haiti’s luxury hotel market with 
a $10 5 million property purchase with the intention of 
building a hotel 2   A Best Western hotel was also built 
with a projected $150,000 in earthquake money for guest 
room construction alone 3   And in one of the biggest 
hotel projects, Marriott and media giant Digicel have 
pooled their money to build a $45 million luxury hotel   
All together, Haiti’s hotel projects total more than $100 
million of relief money that is not going to relief 4  

by Ayana Labossiere
photography by Myra Quadros

I will never forget my first trip to Haiti. In 1990, at five years old, I went to Haiti with my dad to visit family.  I 
spent my days chasing goats and chickens on farms, enjoying the beach with my family, playing with kids in 
the street, and learning my very first Creole curse words.  I had an amazing experience and have long since 

given credit for these experiences to my family, without contextualizing them.  Haiti in 1990 and in 2001 (when I 
was there for a trip at the age of sixteen) was a place of poverty but also of hope.  I never realized how fortunate 
I was to experience Haiti at the height of Lavalas organizing and during Jean-Bertrand Aristide’s presidency; the 
country was being run by a movement created by, for, and devoted to the grassroots and the poorest of the poor.  
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WHY IS THE TOURISM ISSUE SO IMPORTANT? 

For many, talking about tourism as a tool of exploita-
tion is paradoxical and confusing   We’d all like to 
luxuriate on Haiti’s beautiful beaches, and if we can 

help Haitians in the process by “jumpstarting the econ-
omy” and “providing jobs” to the destitute, then what’s 
the problem? Tourism feels innocuous to the privileged 
because it appears to be based in partnership, but in so-
called “Third World” countries, it is not 

A lot of money is being directed away from the vital, 
life-or-death needs of Haiti’s mass population: healthcare, 
housing, and education  Today, in Haiti, despite decades 
of supposed “aid”, there continues to be only two doctors 
for every 10,000 people 5   Instead, critical resources are 
being spent on creating luxury and opulence for those 
who can afford it   After more than three years, hundreds 
of thousands of people displaced by the earthquake 
continue to live in tents, but luxury hotels have sprung up 
and have been completed almost immediately  PHOTO of 
shanty towns 

While foreign “generosity” is touted as the reason why 
governments like the US, France, and Canada (and their 
corporations) take such a keen interest in directing relief 
money into tourism, this is untrue  “Benevolent” CEOs 
spin fairytales of the job opportunities and economic 
development their ventures will spark, and though it all 
sounds great in theory, it leaves out one major point: they 
are private entities making very private profits   And all 
of these private hotels (that exist because of relief money) 
have excellent returns for their home countries  As Global 
Research points out, numerous reconstruction contracts 
have been awarded to companies and the funds come 
right back to benefit the company’s country of origin:

“According to US government figures, 1,537 con-
tracts had been awarded [to U S  Companies] for a 
total of $204,604,670, as of last fall [2011]  Only 23 
of the contracts went to Haitian companies, totaling 
$4,841,426 ”6   

These tactics are not new   Haiti has a history of being 
a tourist playground for the wealthy   Tourism was espe-
cially prominent during Jean-Claude “Baby Doc” Duva-
lier’s dictatorship   Baby Doc Duvalier, following in his 
father’s footsteps, continued a legacy of brutality and re-
pression that resulted in the deaths of thousands of people 
and people fleeing the country in the hundreds of thou-
sands 7   Part of maintaining this control meant receiving 
millions of dollars in “aid” from the US and other Western 
governments, and allowing foreign corporations and gov-
ernments to have free economic reign in Haiti   Tourism 
allowed the privileged in Haiti to experience a diversion 
from what was really going on, while untold human rights 
violations were being overlooked and/or ignored 

Today’s Royal Oasis is eerily reminiscent of the luxury 
tourist hotel Habitation LeClerc, a favorite hangout of 

How Tourism and 
Propaganda are 
Taking Haiti Back to 
Dictatorship

A shantytown in Port-Au-Prince.

(continued on page 8)
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wealthy foreigners in the 1970s   This hotel gets its sinister 
name from the sister of Haiti’s former oppressor, Napo-
leon Bonaparte   It was also created using “aid” money 
and with the promise of helping Haiti   Former CBS 
anchor Harry Reasoner created an exposé on the tourism 
industry in Haiti, and his on-the-ground reporter noted 
that Habitation LeClerc “looks down literally and figura-
tively on the people ”8 

Most people born during or after this time don’t 
know about Haiti’s ongoing popularity with tourists and 
companies in search of cheap labor  There are many, how-
ever, who do remember that time  Bill Clinton—former 
President, current US Special Envoy to Haiti, and often 
treated as the Second Coming—credits this time in Haiti 
as the time he and his wife fell in love with the country  
The Haiti he fell in love with was a time when the people 
were exploited and repressed, and the wealthy had free 
reign  His presidential policies and actions since have 
reflected his desire to keep Haiti in a state of economic 
dependence on the US and on foreign influence  His now 
notorious economic policies ensured that subsidies to the 
US rice industry would make US rice so cheap in Haiti 
that it would completely undercut and destroy Haiti’s own 
rice industry  Haiti now imports 80% of its rice from the 
US 9  

The Haiti that Bill Clinton fell in love with was also 
one of immense racial and class disparities  Tourism, by 
definition, is an industry that depends on the foreigner 
being served by the locals   It is a paradigm based on 
servitude, where the servers (the locals) live in poverty 
and the served (tourists, foreign aid workers, and Haitian 
elites) live well   Racial dynamics heighten this exploit-
ative class dynamic   As Wendi Muse writes about tour-
ism and race relations in Brazil, “tourism, as a business, 
relies heavily on stereotypes in order to function ”10  These 
stereotypes often become the main attraction for many 
tourists  In Jamaica, for instance, a large part of the tour-
ism is based on the stereotypes surrounding marijuana 
(which, despite the hype, is actually illegal there)   

These racial and class dynamics between locals and 
tourists/foreign workers is palpable today in Haiti, from 
the time you step off the plane   Black Haitians rush to 
help you—the privileged foreigner—with your bags, com-
peting with each other for tips (potentially a sole source 
of income)   Everywhere we went, black Haitians were 
chauffeuring white foreigners in SUVs, guarding luxuri-

ous private businesses with rifles, and protecting opulence 
from the poor masses  Giant Supermarket, a store that 
rivals the most expensive US stores, is a private piece of 
luxury that average Haitians cannot access, unless they are 
in a position of servitude and accompanying a wealthy/
foreign patron   Visiting the store immediately brings a 
sense of unease to watch Jim Crow-esque racial dynamics 
play out so transparently 

As a black nation, Haiti has been the victim of ste-
reotypes and prejudice in the Western world and within 
its own borders  Today, Haitians are treated with a mix 
of fear, contempt, and pity   Even for the most well-inten-
tioned foreign “aid” workers, the power dynamic is inher-
ently unbalanced   With these complex racial and class 
narratives playing out daily, I can’t help but be reminded 
of Paula Deen’s fantasy wedding: the happy black slave 
whose mission in life is to please the benevolent white 
superiors, by performing for them and serving them  
Tourism, as it exists today in Haiti, magnifies the imbal-
ance in Haiti’s race and class structure  

Labadee is one of the most poignant examples of this   
Royal Caribbean Cruise Line has its own port and penin-
sula in Haiti, Labadee, whose sole purpose is to provide 
tourists with all the trappings of any typical Caribbean 
tourist attraction: white sandy beaches, clear water, hair-
braiders, black locals to wine and dine them   It is mar-
keted as a “private, secret, and exclusive” location   It is so 
“secret” in fact, that the company tells travelers that they 
are in Hispaniola (the name Christopher Columbus gave 

A security guard outside of Giant Supermarket.

Turning Back the Clock
(continued from page 7)
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the entire island of which Haiti is a part), and not Haiti  
Royal Caribbean admits that most people don’t know 
where they are and they use that as part of their “market-
ing strategy ”  Privileged tourists can come to Haiti, be 
spoiled by its amenities, waited on by its locals, without 
them ever having to know that they are in Haiti! 

PROPAGANDA

What makes this brand of tourism even more 
sinister is that is that it serves as a mask, 
hiding all of the deliberate exploitation and 

repression underneath it   Many come to Haiti and stay 
for months, without ever fully grasping the political situa-
tion and just how the population is being exploited by the 
Duvalierist government and its international allies   After 
all, can you really criticize a president who just wants 
you to have a Mai Tai and relax?  In this way, tourism 
becomes an effective type of propaganda in which the 
privileged visitors are only exposed to selective portions 
of the country: the fun, relaxing, happy side of the island   
And everywhere you go in Haiti, you see the beaming 
face of President-select, Michel Martelly, reminding you 

that “Haiti is advancing ”
Martelly’s résumé reads like a character 

from a soap opera   A former musician who 
made a career out of misogynistic lyrics and 
shocking performances (i e , pants dropping 
on stage, etcetera), Michel “Sweet Mickey” 
Martelly got his nickname from a notorious 
leader in the Duvaliers’ personal militia, the 
dreaded Tonton Macoutes   He is an admit-
ted member of the Macoutes himself, along 
with other organizations responsible for the 
deaths of at least 35,000 people   To this day, he 
openly supports Jean-Claude Duvalier  

He took center stage internationally as 
President in 2011 amidst fraud and the exclu-
sion of major political parties (including Haiti’s 
majority party, Lavalas)   Despite campaigning 
himself as a progressive who can join the ranks 
of Angela Davis and Dr  King, he was backed 
by the same conservative public relations firm 
as John McCain in the US and Felipe Calde-
rón in Mexico   He even provides propaganda 
for President Obama and French President 
Sarkozy, who he links with “peace” and “prog-
ress” respectively, (himself with “love”), despite 
serious track records of war and exploitation    

Upon President Aristide’s return to Haiti 
in 2011 and a month after being President, Martelly pub-
licly called Lavalas supporters and Aristide “ugly, dirty, 
and they smell like s** ” He continued by saying that they 
should all “f** off ”  He has intimidated officials in his 
own government who disagree with him and is currently 
embroiled in financial and murder scandals  This is the 
man that Hillary Clinton called the hope of the country   
Obama’s government has not only given him its blessing, 
but has sung his praises   This dynamic is nothing new   
Since 1915, the US has politically and financially support-
ed preferred candidates in Haiti, with US geopolitical and 
corporate interests at heart 11  Martelly’s administration 
follows this long tradition of puppet governments  

One has to wonder how Haiti is “advancing” when 
Haitians are continuing to suffer in substandard living 
conditions (camps like Canaan), when the population is 
being threatened by a return of Duvalierist brutality and 
repression, when the US and other superpowers have a 
stranglehold over Haiti’s economy, and when corpora-
tions are in charge of the destiny of the people   

(continued on page 10)
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CONCLUSION

Not much is said in the mainstream media about 
the real and harsh conditions in Haiti   Even less 
is said about the ways in which the clock is being 

turned backwards in Haiti, to a time of dictatorship and 
cover-ups   Being in Haiti is a wake up call and a harsh 
one   Going there forces us to be uncomfortable and to 
ask difficult questions  

And while there were many aspects of the trip that 
were hard and difficult, there was much that inspired   
Forcing ourselves and our students to see these things 
firsthand means that we all learn and grow   It also means 
that where there is injustice, there is opportunity for com-
munity building, resistance, and collective mobilizing   It 
is the people’s consistent resilience that makes our work in 
solidarity possible  For every hole in the education sys-
tem, there are community organizers building their own 
schools   For every hole in healthcare, there are communi-
ties taking care of each other and doing their best to help 
each other with food and water  As solidarity workers, we 
must support the grassroots, and our voices must help 
magnify the truth to our communities abroad   i

FOOTNOTES 
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earthquake-victims-used-to-build-five-star-hotels/31646  
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haitian-capital/  
        http://www ezilidanto com/zili/2012/03/haiti-red-cross-mis-

use-quake-monies/ 
3      http://www sfexaminer com/sanfrancisco/best-western-to-

open-hotel-in-haiti-this-year/Content?oid=2193155 
4      http://www globalresearch ca/haiti-humanitarian-aid-for-

earthquake-victims-used-to-build-five-star-hotels/31646 
5      http://haitianproject org/updates/2012/11/drain-remains  
6      http://www globalresearch ca/haiti-humanitarian-aid-for-

earthquake-victims-used-to-build-five-star-hotels/31646  
7      http://www thenational ae/news/world/americas/haiti-terror-

victim-recalls-hell-of-baby-docs-jails  
8      Harry Reasoner report via Youtube  
9      The Huffington Post, “With Cheap Food Imports, Haiti Can’t 

Feed Itself ” by Jonathan Katz
10     http://www racialicious com/2007/07/19/globalization-or-

zoo-like-exploitation-slum-tours-on-the-rise/  
11     Bitter Cane (film) 

Turning Back the Clock
(continued from page 9)

to pressure former police chief Ma-
rio Andresol to integrate a hit-man 
into the police to assassinate Senator 
Moïse Jean Charles 

7. Death of a judge

Martelly set up his wife and son 
as head of governmental projects, 
but with no parliamentary oversight   

A Haitian citizen, Enold Florestal, 
filed suit with attorney Andre Mi-
chel before Judge Jean Serge Joseph, 
maintaining that the Martellys were 
siphoning off large amounts of state 
monies, which the Haitian Senate has 
no jurisdiction over 

Judge Joseph moved the case to 
the next judicial level, which required 
depositions from the Martellys and 
various governmental ministers   En-
raged, Martelly and Prime Minister 
Lamothe called two meetings with 

the judge – which they deny took 
place – to demand he kill the case, the 
second on July 11   The judge drank a 
beverage offered him at that meeting 

On July 12 Judge Joseph became 
violently ill and died on July 13  Hai-
tian police arrested Florestal on Au-
gust 16 after viciously beating him, 
and Haitian authorities have issued 
a warrant for the arrest of attorney 
Michel, who has gone into hiding   A 
commission of the Haitian Parliament 
is now calling for the impeachment 

Ten Steps to Dictatorship
(continued from page 5)
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of Martelly based on illegal meetings 
with the judge, interference in legal 
matters and threats to those involved 
in the case 

8. Corrupting the judiciary and 
Parliament

The Martelly regime is working 
to establish executive control over 
the judicial system through the use of 
“controlled” prosecutors and judges  
In violation of the Constitution, he 
appointed as Supreme Court chief 
justice, Anel Alexis Joseph, who is 72   
Haitian law says a judge must be 65 
or under to be named to this position 

The chief justice also leads the 
commission that regulates the entire 
judicial system, so Judge Anel Alexis 
Joseph is using his power to block 
an investigation into the death of 
Judge Jean Serge Joseph and to pro-
tect Martelly and his henchmen from 
all legal challenges, thereby granting 
impunity   Martelly has also corrupt-
ed the legislative branch that could 
bring charges against members of 
the executive   He ordered the arrest 
of Deputy Arnel Belizaire in spite of 
parliamentary immunity and his legal 
counsel’s advice 

He has so far failed to call elections 
for ten senate seats in January and is 
trying to force the ten senators whose 
terms he says are up – they say in 2015, 
not 2014 – to leave office   Since elec-
tions have still not been held for the 
ten additional seats, if these new ten 
seats are vacated, it would leave the 
thirty-member Senate without a quo-
rum, allowing Martelly to dissolve the 
Parliament and rule by decree 

9. Reactionary economic policy

Martelly enforces the Clinton-
Bush plan for economic “development” 
of Haiti through sweatshops, tourism, 

and the selling of oil and mining rights 
to transnational corporations   Under 
this plan, money donated for earth-
quake relief has been used to build a 
duty free export manufacturing zone 
in the north of Haiti, which was not af-
fected by the earthquake, and several 
luxury hotels in Port-au-Prince   

The Clinton-Bush Haiti Fund 
made a $2 million equity investment 
in a hotel called the Royal Oasis to give 
foreign tourists and investors an “oa-
sis” to escape the miserable conditions 
under which the majority of Haitians 
live  

At the same time, the Martelly re-
gime viciously represses the economic 
activities of the poor super majority   
The phone and money transfer taxes 
cut into their incomes   Taxes have 
been arbitrarily increased on imports, 
affecting small merchants  Thugs 
wearing masks have burnt markets 
in different cities, causing merchants 
to lose capital they had been accu-
mulating for years, forcing them to 
raise new capital through usury loans   
Street vendors are harassed and re-
moved forcefully, then, after hours, 
their stands are looted 

10. Duvalierism returns to Haiti

Martelly warmly welcomed the 
January 2011 return to Haiti of Jean 
Claude “Baby Doc” Duvalier, one of 
the most brutal dictators of the twen-
tieth century, after his decades of lux-
urious exile in France   Duvalier still 
has many supporters in Haiti, some of 
whom are armed and have a history 
of killing political opponents 

Martelly’s government is filled 
with Duvalierists: Hardline former 
Haitian army officer David Bazile is 
now interior minister   Magalie Ra-
cine, daughter of notorious former 
Tonton Macoute militia chief Ma-
dame Max Adolphe, is Martelly’s 

youth and sports minister   Public 
Works Secretary of State Philippe 
Cinéas is the son of longtime Duva-
lierist figure Alix Cinéas, who was a 
member of the original neo-Duva-
lierist National Council of Govern-
ment (CNG), which succeeded Duva-
lier after his fall in 1986   In addition, 
Duvalier’s son, Francois Nicolas Jean 
Claude Duvalier, is a close advisor to 
Martelly 

Conclusion

A major objective of the Duvalier 
dynasty was to institutionalize dicta-
torship through death squad brutali-
ty, supported by the United States and 
other powers  

Martelly is an example of their 
policies having come to fruition   He 
is restoring a government of impunity 
per the Duvalier era, building an ad-
ministration of right wing ideologues 
who believe in dictatorship and who 
collaborate to sidestep all legislative 
and judicial controls 

His goal is to implement extreme 
neo-liberal economic policies on be-
half of Haiti’s less than one percent 
with control over all natural resourc-
es  The people will be at their mercy 
for factory work and other “subser-
vient” positions, under the boot of a 
UN occupation force of 8,754 army 
and police personnel, the beginnings 
of a restored army, paramilitary train-
ing camps, death squads, gangs and 
mafias that use the cover of the cor-
rupted executive and judicial systems 
to operate  

The Haitian majority does not ac-
cept this return to the bad old days, 
however, and has been actively and 
massively protesting this repression 
for the past year   They deserve the 
support and solidarity of freedom 
loving people everywhere  i
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In 1995, President Aristide—with 
strong support from the 

Haitian people—dismantled the Haitian military   The 
military had been responsible for 32 coups d’état, and 
more than 5,000 deaths during the 1991– 1994 coup 
period   Eliminating the prime historic instrument of 
state repression allowed the Haitian people to enjoy a 
level of freedom of speech and assembly unprecedent-
ed in Haitian history  These freedoms have now been 
all but eliminated 

In 2000, the Haitian justice system 
convicted 16 former soldiers 

and paramilitaries for the 1994 massacre of residents 
in the Raboteau neighborhood of Gonaives   This trial 
was the most significant prosecution of human rights 
violators from the 1991–1994 coup period, and a blow 
against the traditional impunity for violators of human 
rights throughout the hemisphere 

At the time of the 2004 coup, 
government lawyers 

were working on a case against the former military for 
the use of rape as a political weapon during 1991–1994 

In 1995, the Haitian government 
opened a school for magis-

trates, which graduated 100 new judges and prosecu-
tors between 1996–2003  Courthouses and police 
stations were constructed and refurbished throughout 
the country 

In December 2003,  
a few short months before the coup, a magistrate is-
sued an Ordinance (which in Haitian law constitutes 
the final pretrial document, stating the charges against 
the accused) in relation to the 1990 Piatre massacre  
On March 12, 1990, agents of local landlords and Hai-
tian soldiers had attacked the village of Piatre, killing 
eleven people, razing 375 houses, destroying cultivated 
fields and killing farm animals  The attack aimed to 

thwart the Piatre farmers’ attempts to reclaim, through 
the courts, land that had been expropriated by wealthy 
landlords  The Piatre ordinance’s publication was a his-
toric achievement for the Haitian justice system, which 
had struggled with the case for over thirteen years  
Suspects in custody included General Prosper Avril, 
the former dictator accused of masterminding the 
massacre  He was released from prison as a result of 
the February 2004 coup d’état—along with 3,000 other 
criminals who were in prison at the time of the coup 

For the first time   
 

in Haiti’s history, the rights of the accused were re-
spected   Warrants were issued in French and Creole, 
and those arrested were generally brought before a 
judge for a formal hearing within 48 hours  Court 
proceedings were conducted in Creole, the language 
understood by all Haitians  Contrast this with the situ-
ation since the coup: hundreds of Haitians have been 
locked up in prison for months without being charged 
with any crime or being brought to trial 

By almost any measure, the period 
1994–2004 was a marked 

advance for human rights and peaceful resolution of 
conflict in Haiti  Pre-coup international media reports 
referred vaguely to human rights violations by the 
Aristide government   These reports were based on an 
extremely small number of human rights cases  There 
was no evidence of systematic state-sponsored support 
for political violence  Contrast this with the estimated 
50,000 people killed by Duvalier, 5,000 deaths at the 
hands of the military during the 1991–1994 coup peri-
od, and the thousands of Lavalas supporters who have 
been killed or disappeared since February 2004  The 
same media which so eagerly condemned the Aristide 
government last year remains largely silent in the face 
of spiraling violence and human rights violations com-
mitted by the coup regime   i

We Will Not Forget
The Achievements of Lavalas in Haiti

The following is an excerpt from We Will Not Forget, a pamphlet published by Haiti Action Committee in 2005 
and written by Laura Flynn and Robert Roth.  Given Michel Martelly’s human rights violations and his plans to 

reinstate the Haitian Army, it is an especially important time to remember the achievements of Lavalas.

from the

archives
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