
 

Pleasant Ridge Baptist Church 
704.434-6431 

pleasant.ridge@att.net 
Pleasant Ridge Bapt. Church 

Services are streamed live on Sunday mornings. 
“Loving God, Growing Together, Making a Difference!” 
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June 13, 2021 
Dr. J. Eric Davis………………………………………………………………………………………………Senior Pastor 
Mrs. Teresa Davis………………………………………………………………………….Interim Worship Leader 
Mr. Brian Arnold………………………………………………………………………………………Student Minister 
Mrs. Alice Kale………………………………………………………………………..Children’s Ministry Director 
Ms. Caroline Greene………………………………………………………………………………………………..Pianist 
Mr. Max Crawley…………………………………………………………………………..Administrative Assistant 

This Week’s Opportunities 
June 13th    

Sunday Small Groups-9—AM             Celebration Worship—10 AM 
 

June 16th  
Youth      Adults Praise Team 
All activities begin at 6:30 PM 

 

Our Deacons 
                  Charles Bridges, Faye Crowe, Adam Davis, Billy Fields, Tony Fraccola, Randall Greene,  

 Patrick Guerriero, Travis Horton,  Bobby Jones, Brandon Kale, Joe Kendrick, Pete McSwain, 
Michael Smith, Michael Wallace, Joe Ward, and Pat Whitley 

 

Deacon of the Week                                    AV Team 
     Pete McSwain                       Scott, Levi, Shelton, & Seth 
 

Visitors are always welcome at Pleasant Ridge Baptist 
Church. If it is your first visit here or if you are a returning 
visitor, please know that we are here for you! Please fill out a 
visitor’s card and place it in the offering plate. 
 

Please consider donating the following items: 
Peanut Butter  Canned Vegetables 

           Rice              Cereal 
      Soup & Crackers           Canned Fruits 
                     

 

13th Rodman Simmons  13th Ashtyn Smith 
13th Amber Bowen  14th Michael Smith 
14th Barry Hughes  15th Dede Guerriero 

 16th Isaac Hamrick  17th Joe Kendrick         
 17th Thomas Rabb  17th Tanner Heagan  
 17th Taylor Condrey       20th Kim Costner  
                      20th Natalia Yarulin                            
                  



  
Mark Your Calendars 

Coming Soon 

Vacation Bible School 

August 1st—5th  

Make Plans to Attend! 
 

June Nursery Workers 
June 13th: Babies—Brock & Breana Jones 
              Toddlers—Jonathon & Lindsey Darnell 
June 20th: Babies—Brandon & Alice Kale 
               Toddlers—Beth Blanton & Carson Kale 
June 27th: Babies—Joe & Paula Ward 
        Toddlers—Mischa, Makenna, & Marissa 
 

Attention Children & Adults 
 

We are planning a trip to The Schiele Museum in Gastonia. 
The date for the trip is July 7th. 

We plan to leave the church at 9 AM. 
The deadline to sign up is June 30th. 

Please contact Alice to sign up. 
 

A Message from the Personnel Committee 
 

If you would like to be considered for the recently vacated Sexton position, contact Louie 
Grigg, chairman of the personnel committee, at louiegrigg6@gmail.com by June 30th.  

Thank you for all that you do, and we especially thank you for who you are! 
This coming week our church will be celebrating anniversaries with Alice Kale, who serves as our Children 

and Families director and community engagement coordinator and Max Crawley, who serves as our 
Administrative Assistant. We are so blessed to have each of them on our staff at Pleasant Ridge and the 

work they do for the church is so valuable to all of us. 
Alice will be celebrating her anniversary on Monday, June 14 and Max will be celebrating his anniversary on 

Friday, June 18. God bless you and thank you for your years of ministry here at Pleasant Ridge! 

Tithes……………………………………………………..June 4th –June 10th .….....……….……...……...…...…….$  10,923.00               
YTD Tithes &Offerings…………………………………………………………………………………………………………$345,186.89 
Amount Required to meet Budget………………………………………………………………………………………$325,734.80 
YTD Tithes & Offerings Variance………………………………………………………………………………………….$ 19,452.09 
Weekly Tithes Required to meet Budget……………………………………………………………………$   8,143.37 
 

mailto:louiegrigg6@gmail.com


Dear Pleasant Ridge Church Family, 
 What makes you happy… I mean, really happy. Sometimes when I ask that question, people I’m 
talking with have to pause and ponder before they answer. In fact, many times I have to restate the 
question before I get a response. Either people don’t get asked that question often or they just don’t 
know what makes them happy. Typically, I will get a response like, “I am happy when I am with my 
spouse or my family” or “I am happy when I am reading or working or building or doing a craft.” Some 
folks will respond that they are happy when they are at the beach or in the mountains or sitting with 
their favorite cat or hiking or driving. Others will answer that they are happy when they are able to catch 
up on sleep or they have all of the chores done around the house or when they are planning an event. 
Happiness looks different to almost everyone you ask.  

Over the summer, our family (my wife, our sons, our daughters-in-love, our 3 grandsons, and I) 
will be taking a trip to Disney World. Usually when we go there, it is hot, rushed, crowded, expensive, 
and this year, with all of the restrictions and changes that have taken place with COVID protocols, it will 
be confusing. But Disney World has been our family’s “Laughin’ Place” for well over 30 years. Sometimes 
just the memories of our trips have given us much happiness. The family will, on occasion, sit around 
the dinner table and have those moments of reminiscing… “Remember when the boys were little and 
we asked what their favorite ride was and their answer was, ‘the bus’?” We’ll recount the time we went 
when Teresa was pregnant with our youngest son and she spent most of the trip losing what she had 
previously eaten… she would lose it on the rides, on the Disney transportation boat, in the theaters and 
on the way back home (longest trip back ever!). We’ll talk about the time when 2 ½ -year-old Alex sang, 
“Jingle Bells” ALL the way down to Florida (in the middle of the summer).  We’ll talk about building the 
trip up so much when the boys were young and then driving for 10½ hours just to discover that all they 
wanted to do was hang out at the pool. We’ll talk about the trip we made when the only place we would 
stop to eat were the Waffle Houses along the way. We’ll talk about the time when Disney had just 
finished building the “Tower of Terror” ride and Tyler was the only son who wanted to ride it… so Teresa 
and I had to take turns “sitting it out” with Alex. We’ll laugh about the one time we invited 3 other 
families to go with us, and most of those families had daughters (it took forever to get into the parks 
each day because the girls had to get ready). We’ll remember all of the great places we have eaten at 
Disney and off Disney property (Perkins!). We joke about the time when Teresa was sitting near the 
Test Track attraction and a bird kindly left a “sizable deposit” on her head. We all recall the time when 
the six of us (pre-grandson days) were selected to be the Grand Marshalls of the “3 o’clock Parade” and 
we got to go behind the scenes to meet the Disney Characters. We’ll talk about our favorite places 
we’ve stayed and also the places we want to stay in the future. There have been a lot of happy times 
for our family at Disney… and this year we are beginning a new tradition of being at the “Happiest Place 
on Earth” with our 3 grandsons… “Boo”, “Monkey” and “Scooter” (my names for them).  

I would guess that for most every person there is a “Laughin’ Place”… a place where mentally, 
physically, emotionally, or spiritually there is happiness and contentment. We all need something in our 
lives that will bring us happiness. Especially in these days, when the world has become so serious; we 
are afraid to laugh or be ourselves around others out of a fear that we will be “cancelled” or called out. 



There is nothing wrong with being able to have a “Laughin’ Place” where we can relax and enjoy just 
being us!  

I really think that when we have confidence in our relationship with the Lord, we recognize our 
uniqueness and our purpose. When we gain the trust that God has created us for the purpose of 
glorifying Him, we no longer have to focus our attention on trying to make an impression on people 
who are caught up in this world! Sure, we all want to be accepted and liked (or loved), but I really don’t 
think that we should count on our affirmations coming from worldly people. The National Science 
Foundation conducted a study in 2005 and concluded that the average person will have between 
12,000 to 60,000 thoughts each day. Out of those thoughts, 80% are negative and 95% are the 
same thing we play over and over and over again. With Social Media being such a driving force 
(farce) these days, the negative impact is even greater! 

Our affirmations need to come from our Creator; we place way too much emphasis on finding 
happiness in the world. The world will want to destroy you… 1 John 5:19 says, “We know that we are 
children of God, and that the whole world is under the control of the evil one. (NIV). John 3:20 reminds 
us, “Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come into the light for fear that their deeds 
will be exposed.” (NIV) John 10:10 puts it this way, “The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I 
have come that they may have life and have it to the full.” (NIV) So Jesus comes to destroy the destroyer! 
Our love, our happiness, and our joy all thrive in the Truth of Jesus Christ. The Truth that this world is a 
temporary stop over and that there is an eternal life awaiting is a reassurance that there is a better 
place to come! I often think of it this way… when our family has gone to Disney World, we have always 
driven. After a 10-hour drive, we usually stay in a random motel located just outside of Disney property 
because it’s cheaper for a one night’s stay than Disney. When we get to those motels, we don’t expect 
much and in the back of our minds, we know the best is coming soon. Over the years, we have stayed 
in several “roach motels” with very few amenities, but we know that the next day we’ll be in “paradise”. 
Sometimes, the places we stay at may even have a pool or a TV that works and that’s good, but it’s not 
the best. The Best is what we came for… it’s what we worked for… it’s what we’ve invested in… it’s what 
we’ve talked about… it’s what we have been excited about. We didn’t come all the way to Lake Buena 
Vista, Florida to stay in the roach motel! We came to be in our “Laughin’ Place!” Our lives are like that… 
Right now, many people think that this world, as it is, is the best that things could ever be, but there’s 
something better coming! That place is worth working for… investing in…talking about… and getting 
excited about! That is an eternal place where we are in the presence of the LORD! 

The truth of the matter is this: Happiness is a choice. God gives us something even better than 
happiness alone. He gives us JOY! When we have “Joy”, we understand that even in the toughest days 
of our lives, God stands with us… He holds us and He will never let us go! I want to encourage you to 
find your “Laughin’ Place”… and remember that if you are a child of God, you will find even more! The 
Psalter put it this way, “Taste and see that the LORD is good; blessed (happy) is the one who takes refuge 
in him. Psalm 34:8 (NIV) 

 God bless you my friend! Remember that God’s Greatest Work in your life is still ahead! 

Love Always, Dr. J. Eric Davis 



Today’s Message 
“Jump into the Living Water” 

Today’s Scripture 
Matthew 4:18-25 

 

18 As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon called Peter and his brother 
Andrew. They were casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen. 19 “Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I 
will send you out to fish for people.” 20 At once they left their nets and followed him. 
21 Going on from there, he saw two other brothers, James, son of Zebedee and his brother John. They were in 
a boat with their father Zebedee, preparing their nets. Jesus called them, 22 and immediately they left the boat 
and their father and followed him. 23 Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming 
the good news of the kingdom, and healing every disease and sickness among the people. 24 News about him 
spread all over Syria, and people brought to him all who were ill with various diseases, those suffering severe 
pain, the demon-possessed, those having seizures, and the paralyzed; and he healed them. 25 Large crowds 
from Galilee, the Decapolis,[a] Jerusalem, Judea and the region across the Jordan followed him. 

 

Sermon Notes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+4%3A18-25&version=NIV#fen-NIV-23235a


2021 Coastal Women's Retreat #2 at Fort Caswell 
Frazzled Female/Mighty God 

Resurrection Power for Daily Living – (Mark 6:31) 
September 17-19, 2021 

Coastal Women's Retreats exist to bring women of all ages together to focus on the Word of God and 
grow in fellowship with one another. 

Speaker: Cindi Wood offers a prescription to cure the worn-out and weary—promising them peace, 
sanity, and a deeper relationship with God.  Filled with her signature story and Scripture-driven narrative, 
Cindi packs in large doses of humor along with serious questions for further reflection. 
Cindi is the author of Lifeway’s best-selling Frazzled Female series. She is a sought-after speaker and 
Bible teacher, guiding women to deal with daily stress by experiencing a practical and deep relationship 
with Jesus Christ. Her Frazzled Female events have taken her across the United States and into other 
countries, sharing the Good News about Jesus with thousands of busy women who struggle with the 
many demands of 21st Century living.  
Music: Cindy Johnson returns to Fort Caswell to lead worship in song for this retreat. For over 17 
years, Cindy has been traveling the US and internationally as a worship leader and speaker with the 
organization she founded, Stage 2 Ministries. 
Cost: $200.00 (includes two nights of lodging, four meals, Saturday’s breakfast, lunch and dinner and 
Sunday’s breakfast, t-shirt, and a program fee.) Two to a room.  If you prefer a single room, please note 
on registration form.  $100.00 Deposit due by JUNE 15, 2021. Balance due by August 31, 2021.  

Detailed Schedule: TBA   Church will provide van transportation on Friday am. Contact Teresa 
Davis with any questions: 704-477-0002.  

 

Summer Day Camp Calendar 
June 2021 

Wednesday, June 16th: Swimming at The Hamrick’s 
Camp time: 8 AM—12 Noon—Bring bathing suit, towels, goggles, and life vest 

Wednesday, June 23rd: Altitude-Gastonia—Cost: $10.00 
Camp time: 8 AM—12 Noon, must bring socks and parents must sign waiver 

An additional charge of $2.00 if child does not bring socks  

Please send extra money if your child will want a drink or snack 
Our Jump Time will be 10:00 AM—11:00 AM 
Wednesday, June 30th—Parks & Pelicans 

Camp Time: 8 AM—12 Noon 
Everyone needs to sign up for the weeks they will attend. This will help with volunteers and transportation. Each 
Wednesday we will start off with the pledges, prayer, and a story before leaving for the trips. All ages and family 

members are welcome. If the child attending is younger than kindergarten age we are asking that a parent, 
grandparent, or summer  care taker plan to attend. 

 

https://frazzledfemale.com/
http://www.cindyjohnson.org/homepage


 
 

Pleasant Ridge Prayer Concerns 

PRAY FOR THESE DAILY 
Our Soldiers      First Responders   Nation  
President & Government Officials  Missionaries    Veterans  
Police Officers      Firefighters    Church 
Our Youth & Children    College Students            Deacons 
Doctors & Nurses     Medical Assistants            Sherriff’s Office 
 
REMEMBER OUR CHURCH FAMILY    
Delle Triplett      Mike Shires    Norma Mott    
Ken Jones      Dan Humphries   Wanda Ward 
Richard Strunk     Larry Bridges  Resa Moore   
Glenda Greene      Evelyn Sims   Addison Fraccola 
Sue Bridges 
         
REMEMBER OUR FAMILIES AND FRIENDS        
Rydell Brooks      Kay Piercy    Sarah Anthony  
Molly Gant       Pam Patterson   Brad Coley   
Mary Helen Palmer    Carolyn Lewis    Stephanie Robinson 
Clyde Bruns      Elaine Davis    Steven Sheppard 
David Justice     Larry Navey    Bud Conner 
Robert Melton     Becky Bostic   Wanda McSwain  
Abby Hamrick     Auralee Mull   Virginia Toney 
 
REMEMBER OUR BEREAVED FAMILY 
Please remember Gail Water’s Family, Gail’s mother passed away. 
 
 

“Loving God 
Growing Together  

Making a Difference!” 
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