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Latimer Announces Opening of Runway 
16/34 at Westchester County Airport

Standing on the newly 
rehabilitated runway at West-
chester County Airport, Coun-
ty Executive George Latimer 
announced that Runway 16/34 
will reopen full length and 
width for aircraft operations on 
Thursday, May 21 at 8 a.m. The 
main runway closed for reha-
bilitation on April 27 during an 
extreme downturn in aviation 
activity at the Airport, with the 
goal of completing the project 
with little to no impact on flight 
activity once Airport opera-
tions returned to normal. By 
completing the Runway 16/34 
Rehabilitation Project during 
this time frame, paving oper-
ations were shortened from 
three months to three weeks, 
with as much as 6,000 tons of 
asphalt placed in one day.   

 “We are here to announce 
the completion of a major cap-
ital project that we were able 
to do faster and for less cost 
than planned. We knew that 
we were going to have a major 
drop in air travel due to the 
coronavirus outbreak and the 
ability to move this project and 
get it done in a directed period 
of time has saved the County 
money and some distribution 
for those that live in the area,” 
Latimer said.

 Airport Manager Peter 
Scherrer added,  “As a result 

of the extreme downturn in 
flight activities worldwide, we 
have taken the opportunity 
to advance the construction 
schedule of the Runway 16/34 
Rehabilitation Project. This ef-
forts significantly reduces the 
overall construction schedule 
and improves the quality of the 
final pavement surface, which 
ultimately extends the service 
life of the runway.”

 Commissioner of the 
Westchester County De-
partment of Public Works 
and  Transportation Hugh 
Greechan said, “The deci-
sion to move up the Runway 
16/34 Rehabilitation Project 
enabled us to shorten paving 
operations from three months 
into a three week time frame. 
By completing the repaving 

during the Airport’s closure, 
the need for the installation 
and removal of temporary run-
way pavement during normal 
airport operations has been 
eliminated.”

Runway 16/34 and the in-
tersection that connects the 
runways were both closed for 
construction and repaving. 
The construction had origi-
nally been scheduled for later 
this fall, but the decision to 
move up the project was made 
to reduce any impact on flight 
activity during normal Airport 
operations. Any remaining 
construction that needs to 
be completed will take place 
during overnight hours, and 
the final completion date of 
October 10 has been moved up 
to mid-August.   

Decline in Existing-Home Sales  Brought on 
by Coronavirus

Existing-home sales 
dropped in April, continuing 
what is now a two-month skid 
in sales brought on by the coro-
navirus pandemic, according 
to the National Association of 
Realtors{NAR}. Each of the 
four major regions experi-
enced a decline in month-over-
month and year-over-year 
sales, with the West seeing the 
greatest dip in both categories.

Total existing-home 
sales,[i] https://www.nar.re-
altor/existing-home-sales, 
completed transactions that 
include single-family homes, 
townhomes, condominiums 
and co-ops, dropped 17.8% 
from March to a seasonally-ad-
justed annual rate of 4.33 mil-
lion in April. Overall, sales de-
creased year-over-year, down 
17.2% from a year ago (5.23 mil-

lion in April 2019).
“The economic lock-

downs – occurring from mid-
March through April in most 
states – have temporarily dis-
rupted home sales,” said Law-
rence Yun, NAR’s chief econo-
mist. “But the listings that are 
on the market are still attract-
ing buyers and boosting home 
prices.”

April’s existing-home 
sales are the lowest level of 
sales since July 2010 (3.45 mil-
lion) and the largest month-
over-month drop since July 
2010 (-22.5%).[ii]

The median exist-
ing-home price[iii] for all 
housing types in April was 
$286,800, up 7.4% from April 
2019 ($267,000), as prices in-
creased in every region. April’s 
national price increase marks 

98 straight months of year-
over-year gains.

“Record-low mortgage 
rates are likely to remain in 
place for the rest of the year, 
and will be the key factor driv-
ing housing demand as state 
economies steadily reopen,” 
Yun said. “Still, more listings 
and increased home construc-
tion will be needed to tame 
price growth.”

Total housing invento-
ry[iv] at the end of April to-
taled 1.47 million units, down 
1.3% from March, and down 
19.7% from one year ago (1.83 
million). Unsold inventory sits 
at a 4.1-month supply at the 
current sales pace, up from 
3.4-months in March and 
down from the 4.2-month fig-
ure recorded in April 2019.
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Connecting Students with Remote Skill 
Based Internship Opportunities

BY H. POLLACK

During these unprec-
edented times, eager high 
school student volunteers are 
ready to help non profit orga-
nizations by providing techni-
cal support and other skilled 
based services. Some even are 
available for homework help 
and to  teach classes via Zoom.

These teens are part of 
Interns4Good.org,  a 501 c-3 
non profit,  led by CEO and 
founder,  Ellie Zimmerman of 
Purchase. Going into her se-
nior year at Rye Country Day 
School, she spends at least 5 
hours a day on this endeavor, 
reaching out to her 18 member 
leadership team.

Zimmerman envisioned 
the idea for  Interns4Good, 
18 months ago,  while she was 
hiking on a school trip. She 
reached out to everyone she 
knew to find participants for 
the program. Then, last sum-
mer she received a grant from 
Google, applied for non profit 
status and searched for com-
panies that would need teens 
for online internships.

"When our program was 
created, I got a bunch of in-
ternships lined up and want-
ed to assure the credibility. I 
rely on my leadership team, 
kids from all over the country. 
There's no overlap in territo-
ry and they reach out to their 
own communities. That's what 

makes the leadership team so 
cool," she explains.

"I have weekly meetings 
with the leadership team. 
They are all so hard working 
and help me. Through our 
site, we have signed up about 
one thousand students. Some 
tutor students in  K-12 grades 
and others are working for non 
profits as volunteers in intern-
ship programs. In addition, 
there are other volunteers that 
help parents with technology," 
she says.

"We created Interns-
4Good to connect high school 
students with virtual, skill 
based internship opportuni-
ties at non profit organizations 
that allow them to develop 
their professional skills while 
also giving back to worthy 

causes," states their mission.
Interns4Good is com-

mitted to empower students 
and teachers,  especially now 
during Covid 19. The orga-
nization is always looking to 
sign up more teens so they can 
gain real life experiences while 
building their teaching and 
communication skills and bol-
stering their resume.

Zimmerman also   gives 
her time and manages Insta-
gram and Facebook accounts 
for several non profits. She 
is slated to have a Fellowship 
this summer with Volunteer 
NY through Rye Country Day 
School.

"Our volunteers are 
ready, willing, and able to help 
non profits, " she mentions. " 
We receive around 30-40 new 
intern applications a day. In-
terns 4-Good is also planning 
on offering a virtual summer 
camp that can add structure 
to lower and middle schoolers’ 
days. The 'camp' would enrich 
the  students learning through 
our interactive lesson plans 
while also keeping the stu-
dents entertained and active in 
physical activities.

"I get a lot of satisfaction 
from seeing the impact my 
organization has on people's 
lives," Zimmerman concludes. 
"Helping non profits means so 
much to me."

To learn more, visit In-
terns4Good.org

Ellie Zimmerman

Westchester to Host Virtual 
Graduation Ceremony 

A High School Gradua-
tion ceremony is a rite of pas-
sage that occurs only once 
in a lifetime for students, 
as they close the chapter 
on their High School years 
and embark upon their col-
lege careers. It is a time of 
accomplishment, a time of 
reflection, a time of hope 
for a promising future – and 
a celebration for all who 
have worked so hard to earn 
their High School diploma. 
Although the COVID-19 
pandemic may have altered 
High School graduations as 

we know them, Westches-
ter County Government 
wants to make sure that all 
hopes are not dashed for a 
2020 graduation ceremony 
for Westchester County’s 
seniors. 

 They  are asking all 
community leaders, teach-
ers, parents, grandpar-
ents and siblings to record 
a short video on a smart 
phone to say congratula-
tions and best of luck to the 
High School Senior in your 
life. The video does not have 
to be long, and it is an easy 

way to get the entire com-
munity involved in a “virtu-
al” graduation ceremony. All  
High School seniors deserve 
to hear words of praise, and 
know people are proud of all 
they have achieved. 

 If you would like to 
participate, send your video 
to Communications@West-
chesterGov.com. Eventually, 
they will have a string of con-
gratulatory messages from 
citizens all over the Coun-
ty, in honor of Westchester 
County’s graduating class of 
2020. 




