
From the Director’s Desk 
 
 In this month’s newsletter, we feature an update on the great 2020 achievement of 
TechPort UAS Business Incubator and Community Innovation Hub – the development of a heat-
sanitization box to provide health care workers with clean personal protective equipment (PPE) 
and drastically reduce the waste of single use gear. The hot boxes are currently being produced 
and sold with the goal of spreading this simple but outstanding medical advancement to other 
states and countries.  
 
 We got an assist with the promotion of our Hot Box this month by being the cover story 
of the trade magazine Fuel Oil News, with a print and digital circulation of more than 13,000 
and an estimated readership of more than 50,000. Locally, Bay Weekly also featured the 
accomplishments of the Hot Box and the nonprofit Southern Maryland Loves You (SoMDLY) 
that spun out of TechPort. Bay Weekly estimates it reaches some 60,000 readers with a 
circulation of 25,000 from Severna Park and Annapolis to Southern Anne Arundel County and 
Calvert County. Word is spreading about the great work being done here at TechPort. 
 
 As the pandemic and in-person restrictions continue, we realized we needed a way to 
show people who can’t make it here in person our great technological advances. Working with 
SoMDLY and Hopflyt we developed a 3-D tour of TechPort and the Hot Box. William B. J. Hall, 
president of St. Mary’s County NAACP and founder of Reach Back and Lift 1 (RB&L1), also 
featured in this month’s newsletter, saw the 3-D tour and was intrigued. He wants to use the 
technology to do tours of historically black monuments in St. Mary’s County. This is how 
community collaboration and innovation works. We share our ideas and we help promote each 
other. 
  Stay healthy and safe, Tommy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Click here to return to the newsletter. 

https://www.somdlovesyou.org/
http://hopflyt.com/
https://techportsomd.org/newsletter-display/

