
From the Director’s Desk 
 
 
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion or prohibiting the free 
exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people 
peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances. 

 The First Amendment, Constitution of the United States of America 
 
Lately, it seems, the intent of one of our most fundamental rights is being distorted, twisted, 
changed. It raises serious concern for many of us – but in particular innovators who depend on 
science and facts to lead us forward. Among the misconceptions I see are people who think the 
First Amendment means they can say anything they want to say with no consequences. 
Another is the idea that if someone says something enough times, it must be true. Also, the 
idea that social media is the free press.  
 
This presents a grave danger to all of us but is significant for entrepreneurs in that 
communication – free speech – is a critical element of an innovative ecosystem. The first steps 
of brainstorming, having that initial idea and sharing it with others to query, probe, question, 
expand, understand and explore as a community is basic to our process. We must have the 
opportunity to engage to find new solutions to old problems or solve something that isn’t 
viewed as a problem, but simply makes it better. 
 
The purpose of a laboratory of ideas is that we all come from different walks of life, different 
experiences and backgrounds. Some of our great innovations at the beginning of the novel 
coronavirus occurred because engineers and biologists engaged in brainstorming sessions 
together. Creative solutions occur when industry, researchers, entrepreneurs, and interns -- 
with their fresh approach to things – join forces.  
 
Recently, I was stunned to learn that young people using the social media platform TikTok have 
questioned the existence of Helen Keller. Newsweek tackled the topic in its January 6, 2021 
edition saying, “There are dozens, if not hundreds, of videos questioning Keller's existence or 
mocking her deafness and blindness on TikTok. The hashtag #helenkeller has more than 70 
million views, #helenkellerisfake has 3.7 million views and #helenkellerhateclub has 2 million 
views. The TikTok conspiracy theory has caused outrage, as Twitter users discuss the impact of 
disinformation circulated on social media.” 
 
We have to do something about this type of misinformation. Being part of a collaborative 
ecosystem calls on us to foster a commitment to listen to each other, to learn from each other, 
to challenge preconceived notions in new and different ways.  
 
     Stay healthy and safe, Tommy! 
 
 
Click here to return to the newsletter. 
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