
From the Director’s Desk: 
 
October is manufacturing month, highlighting the work of manufacturers and focusing 
attention on the industry in the hopes of attracting tomorrow’s skilled workers to the field. 
Here at TechPort, we are surrounded by innovators designing, developing and creating the next 
products for manufacturing. We thought this month we would use a portion of this space to 
salute all those manufacturers who toil for the betterment of all of us.  
 
At the forefront of our thoughts is the heat sanitation “Hot Box” designed and developed here 
at TechPort, by our offshoot nonprofit Southern Maryland Loves You, at the start of the novel 
coronavirus lockdown in March. Featured in our May newsletter, the 16-feet long, 8-feet wide 
and 8-feet high unit was designed, engineered and built within one week. It’s currently in use at 
the University of Maryland Charles Regional Medical Center. With all testing completed, we are 
awaiting final authorization by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) before mass 
manufacturing begins. 
  
I talked to Bill Dotson, owner of Charles County business, Modern Door, and supporter of the 
medical center, and he was so intrigued by the hot box he wanted to see it in action. Dotson, an 
entrepreneur himself, is dedicated to promoting Southern Maryland initiatives and new 
innovations like this one. He recognizes the difficulty in starting something new and different 
and is there to support us in any way he can. After we met up at the hospital for a 
demonstration of the hot box, he made some calls including to the White House Office of Trade 
and Manufacturing Policy to help raise awareness about this powerful new tool to assist during 
the pandemic. It is this type of support that can help boost this unit to its manufacturing stage. 
 
The other manufacturer that immediately pops to mind is Brian Jordan of Jordan Research & 
Development. Brian, who was featured in our July newsletter, has been involved with small 
scale manufacturing for a long time. Recently, he toured J.F. Taylor, Inc. in Lexington Park, and 
assisted us as we create a three-part video series for our technical high schools. In our virtual 
setting, it’s impossible for these students to tour the manufacturing facilities of potential future 
employers in person. These videos, produced by TechPort, will help provide insight for these 
students. At J.F. Taylor, they are manufacturing tanks used to train soldiers how to drive and 
parts for airplanes and helicopters. We’ll also be creating videos at CTSi and Triton Defense in 
the next two weeks. We so greatly appreciate our TechPort clients, Brian Jordan and Tracy 
Barkhimer of TABAS Co, featured in our June newsletter, for pitching in to help us introduce 
manufacturing to a new generation of future manufacturers. We salute you all. Keep up the 
excellent work.  
 
Stay healthy and safe, Tommy 
 
 
Click here to return to the newsletter. 

http://www.somdlovesyou.org/
https://u4r.cc9.myftpupload.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/FEATURE_ARTICLE_-052120.pdf
https://www.jordanrd.com/
https://www.jordanrd.com/
https://u4r.cc9.myftpupload.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Jordan_ClientoftheMonth_July2020.pdf
https://u4r.cc9.myftpupload.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/TABAS_Co_05122020.pdf
https://techportsomd.org/newsletter-display/

