
From the Director’s Desk: 
 
The news out of Southern Maryland last week that our three local newspapers, the Maryland 
Independent, The Enterprise and The Calvert Recorder will cease to exist as independent 
newspapers and will consolidate into one weekly publication is disheartening for all of us. At a 
time when we need more watchdogs to preserve our democracy, we will have less. You may 
not realize it, but this is devastating news for our local community. We count on these 
reporters and editors to question our elected officials, to report on happenings in our area, to 
inform us. Losing their voice is the same as losing our own. 
 
I have always tried to work well with our local reporters and have a positive relationship with 
our community papers. I always appreciated when they would come and cover stories. They 
don’t always print what I want them to print, but I have always respected their work and 
especially the role they play in our society. There is no way to replace the loss of three papers 
who each printed twice weekly. The new Southern Maryland News, a once a week publication 
for three counties will not be sufficient. So many interesting stories will no longer be covered. 
Developing and following ongoing stories – especially trying to be a watchdog over potential 
government malfeasance – will be extremely difficult.  
 
I was wondering about the direct impact and a quick google search (OfficialUSA.com) shows 
that the combined circulation of these three newspapers was 54,000. That’s a lot of 
households/businesses that will no longer be adequately served. Not to mention, the 
journalists who will be out of work as these operations consolidate. 
 
I don’t know the current fate of all of the great reporters and editors I’ve worked with over the 
years. Some of these folks have already been part of downsizing. But I do want to take a 
moment to personally thank these journalists in particular. I have always found them to be fair 
and respectful. Thank you for the work you’ve done on all of our behalf. Whether they will join 
Southern Maryland News or move on to other ventures, I just want to take a moment to 
especially let Madison Bateman, Jesse Yeatman, Darwin Wiegel, Joe Bowles, Lindsay Renner-
Wood and Paul Lagasse know how much we appreciate them. 
 
They do a lot of good.  
 
Please continue to join us virtually until we can meet in person again. Stay healthy and safe, 
Tommy 
 
 
 
 
Click here to return to the newsletter 

https://conta.cc/3eDB6AH

