
Spectrum 2020-21 FAQ for New Families 

 
What is the first day of school? Tuesday, September 1. The Academic and Year at a Glance 
calendars can be found on our website under the Student Life tab.  
 
What times does school start and end? All school morning drop off begins at 8:10am. The 
school day starts at 8:30am. Morning only preschool pick up is at 11:30. Afternoon pick up is 
staggered as follows: 2:50  Middle School and Preschool, 2:55 Early, 3:00 Intermediate  
 
Where do I drop off and pick up my child? Preschool parents park in the lower lot. Follow 
health protocols for temperature check at door. AM only preschoolers 11:30 pick up on the 
playground or outside of the main office. Early and Intermediate drop off and pick up at the 
upper driving circle. Middle School gets picked up at the middle-level lot.  
 
What about lunch? Children should bring healthy snacks, lunches, and beverages daily. 
Children will eat in their classrooms.  
  
What if my child needs to take medication at school? Please talk to Gloria and see the 
Spectrum School Handbook.  
 
Who do I contact if I have a family emergency? Please call the main office and inform the 
staff. They will inform teachers and support necessary actions.  
 
Who do I contact if I have a question or concern about my child’s progress? The teacher 
team is always the first point of contact. 
 
Who do I contact with any tuition or fee questions?  Marci Hallgren, Director of Finance.  
 
How does the school communicate with parents? Email blasts, website, Facebook, 
classroom Facebook groups, Wednesday folders, email from teachers 
 
What is my child’s schedule? Teachers will provide class schedules early in the school year.  
 
How can I find out more about the curriculum? Please see information and videos on our 
website. Schedule a meeting with Mary Beth. Talk to a member of the Education Committee. 
We can share contact information on request.  
 
How do you announce Emergency closures? We will send emergency notifications to cell 
phones via Bright Arrow, post on Facebook.send an email blast, post on the front page of our 
website (under bulletin board), and announce through the news media as early as we can.  
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Is there any before or after school care? Yes, and we are working to keep children grouped 
by classroom cohorts under COVID guidelines. Morning Compass begins at 7:00am and 
includes morning supervision and breakfast or snack. Cost is $5 per day. After school Compass 
begins at 3:00. $8 is charged for afternoon care from 3:00-4:30pm, and an additional $6 for 
extended care from 4:30pm - 5:30pm. At times, we may offer programs from external providers 
which may incur additional fees.  Compass offers supervised play and scheduled enrichment 
activities. Full day Compass is offered on days when there is no school due to staff 
development or conferences.  
 
Is there a Parent Teacher Organization? Yes, but activity will be greatly limited under COVID 
guidelines. The parents who lead and participate in the PTO enrich our school to no end. Please 
get involved. Our PTO helps with funding enrichment, providing social interaction, supporting 
teachers, and building school culture, connections, and community.  
 
How do I get more involved? We will keep you posted.  
 
Can I chaperone field trips? We will keep you posted.  
 
What about celebrations? activity will be greatly limited under COVID guidelines.  
 
What does “progressive school” really mean? At Spectrum, progressive approaches are 
grounded in a deep knowledge and understanding of each individual as a whole person and as 
a learner. This requires designing a program of inquiry and learning that authentically engages 
students, cultivates student ownership of learning and work, and nurtures a love of learning. 
Content is integrated by themes, and processes matter as much as product. Strategic thinking is 
core, that is teaching students how to think and helping them develop strategies to understand 
text, address challenges, solve problems, and design solutions. There is no lock-step scope and 
sequence. The curriculum is responsive, and students have a voice in how they demonstrate 
what they are learning. Creativity, curiosity, collaboration, and caring for others and the planet 
are core. Classes are taught in teams with low student-teacher ratios. Students learn by doing, 
making sense of and articulating their experiences to connect concepts. 
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