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Dear TMS Alumni and Friends of TMS,  

With our best wishes to you and your families, your Board is pleased to send you this Board Update on TMS 
and the Board’s activities. The delay of our periodic update is primarily due to the positive decision we were 
hoping to hear from the Addis Ababa City Administration (AACA) regarding our long-standing request for the 
restoration of the TMS name, explained below. Our optimism was partially due to AACA’s unexpected and 
welcome decision to change the name of our sister school, renamed Yekatit 12 by the Dergue, back to its 
original name of ‘Etege Menen Girl’s Boarding School’. We are hopeful the TMS name will also be restored 
soon.  
 
TMSAANA’s Heartfelt Condolences:  
We extend our condolences to the families and friends of TMS Alumni who passed away in 2021 since our last 
update. The ones we are aware of include, Ato Tesfaye Gola, Class of 1957, who played a major role in the 
establishment of the Tafari Makonnen School Alumni Charity Association (TMSACA), Dr Sahle Michael Zerfu, 
Ato Takele Tadese, Engineer Tadesse Haile Selassie (in 2020) and Major Berhanu Wolde Tensse and Ato 
Dagnachew Tessema (in 2022), all five 1960 TMS graduates, Ato Getaneh G. Mariam, Class of 1969 and Ms. 
Berhane Worku, Class of 1971.  May they Rest In Eternal Peace. 
 
Restoration of the TMS Name:  
Active follow-up is ongoing through various channels regarding the TMS name change. The primary one is led 
by Artist Debebe Eshetu, who had positive discussions with the Mayor of Addis Ababa. The Mayor and the 
AACA officials are informed of the assistance TMS alumni have been providing to the Entoto Polytechnic 
College since 2011 as well as the provision of food basket, on three separate occasions, to disadvantaged city 
residents near the College due to the Covid pandemic. In addition, in 2020 teachers and students of the 

http://www.tmsaana.com/
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College had unanimously voted and submitted a signed request for the restoration of the TMS name. We 
remain confident these measures will result in the restoration of the TMS name soon.  
 
Name Change of Tafari Makonnen School Alumni Association in North America (TMSAANA) to Tafari 
Makonnen School Alumni Association (TMSAA): 
While in Addis Ababa in September 2021, I visited the Ethiopian Agency for Civil Society Organization (ACSO) 
to enquire the status of registration of our partner Tafari Makonnen School Alumni Charity 
Association (TMSACA). I was informed that TMSACA’s 2015 registration license has been revoked for over two 
years due to non-compliance of reporting and re-registration requirements. A meeting was then held with 
TMSCA members, along with TMSAANA members who were in Addis, and it was proposed to take advantage 
of the registration cancellation and unify the TMS alumni association world-wide instead of seeking to re-
register TMSACA as a separate association. The Director General of ACSO confirmed that TMSAANA, as a 
foreign NGO, can be registered by ACSO with a representative office in Addis Ababa if it has legitimate 
operations in Ethiopia, gets a letter of recommendation from the Ethiopian Embassy in Washington DC and 
fulfils other ACSO requirements.  
 
On 14 October 2021, the TMSAANA Board held a joint meeting with the TMSAANA founding Board and it was 
unanimously agreed to rename Tafari Makonnen School Alumni Association in North America (TMSAANA) 
to Tafari Makonnen School Alumni Association (TMSAA) with membership open to world-wide alumni of TMS 
and its successors (‘Entoto Comprehensive Academic and Vocational School (ECAVS)’, ‘Entoto Technical and 
Vocational Training College (ETVTC)’ and ‘Entoto Polytechnic College (EPC)’.  This will be most welcome by  
TMSAANA members residing in Europe and Africa who have often asked why they are treated as ‘step-
children’ by naming only North America in the TMS Alumni Association though they equally pay alumni 
membership fee. 

With the joint approval of the current and former Board and expecting all TMSAANA alumni would welcome 
the decision, we have gone ahead and amended the TMSAANA Bylaw. We have also registered and received 
from the Government of the District of Columbia a Certificate of Incorporation for Tafari Makonnen School 
Alumni Association (TMSAA). The revised TMSAA Bylaw is attached to this update and highlights in red the 
changes made. In accordance with Article VII Section 1 of the Bylaw, the Bylaw can be altered or amended by 
a simple majority vote of regular members constituting the TMSAANA General Assembly.  As a result and for 
the official record, eligible alumni are requested to send approval or non-approval of the Board’s decision of 
changing TMSAANA to TMSAA, as of 14 October 2021. If no response is received by 15 April 2022, the Board 
will record TMSAA as approved by the General Assembly as of 14 October 2021.  

TMSAA has an Office at TMS:  
TMSAA is grateful to Dean Semeneh Abesha, the College Dean until March 2022, for providing to TMSAA an 
Alumni Office, which in the 1960s use to be the “TMS Bank” managed by Mr. Marcel Gareau. A group of 
alumni participated in the Alumni Office acceptance event and pledged to fund the renovation and equipping 
of the Office, along with landscaping/painting of the center court in front of the Alumni Office.  Yitayew 
Neguisse, College Trainer and graduate of the College who has been the TMSAANA-Entoto College Liaison will 
be available at the Alumni Office on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday afternoons and can be reached at 
+251 910 012 259.  
 
The College’s Construction Department submitted a draft renovation proposal estimated to cost ETB 300,000, 
which was reviewed and approved by the Board and involved alumni. We hope to make the Alumni Office 
inspirational to the rest of the College so as to revitalize, modernize and make it further Eco-Friendly. 
Recognizing the funding of the renovation is a special activity, similar to the Covid19 Food Basket donation, a 
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separate Bank Account is opened at the Commercial Bank of Ethiopia (CBE), Acc. No 1000454259177, Sidist 
Kilo Branch in the name of Tsigereda Tafesse and/or Yitayew Neguisse and/or Bisrat Aklilu. It will be 
transferred to a new TMSAA Bank Account once TMSAA is legally registered in Ethiopia.  
 
So far, a total of ETB 310, 000 is deposited - ETB 50,000 each by Captain Kebede Woldetsadik, Tesfaye Aklilu, 
Petros Aklilu, Alem W/Hawariat, Garedew Atnafseged and Bisrat Aklilu – and ETB 10,000 by Tsigereda 
Tafesse. Alumni are encouraged to donate to this special renovation project, which will be used for this and 
related expenses such as purchase of office equipment, which you can deposit in the CBE Addis Ababa 
account. You can also send donations in US$ to TMSAA Treasurer, Merafe Seyoum, using the usual TMSAANA 
payment methods given on page 4 indicating its earmarking to the “TMS Alumni Office Project”.   
 
New Dean of the College, Teshome Feissa 
Dean Teshome Feissa, ex-Academic Vice-Dean, Tegbared Polytechnic College, took over as Dean of Entoto 
Polytechnic College in March 2022. TMSAA Board and alumni who have met him are very much impressed by 
his energy, can-do spirit and his commitment, as he says, to “reestablish TMS to its past glory”! He is already 
advocating in public media the restoration of the TMS name - watch beginning and end of interview. Dean 
Teshome is actively leading the Renovation project and sends us through a “TMS Board++” WhatsApp Group, 
established for only TMS related information, pictures and updates showing almost daily progress. Alumni 
wishing to be included in the WhatsApp Group can advise Board members and send their telephone number.   
 
Emahoye Tsegue-Maryam Guebrou Foundation (EMF) grant to TMS Music Section:  
In December 2021, the Board in coordination with the College, submitted a grant request to the EMF for 
purchase of musical instruments for the Music section. We are grateful to the EMF Board for approving a 
grant of $7,000 (ETB 335,000 at the time). The EMF Board also accepted our proposal for a longer-term 
partnership between EMF and the College Music section to fund students with potential music talents. The 
College has purchased the music instruments and submitted to the TMSAA Board the required information as 
well as the profile of talented music students for scholarship consideration, which will be submitted to the 
EMF Board. The College plans to organize in April a music instrument hand-over event and recognize the 
donation of the Emahoye Tsegue-Maryam Guebrou Foundation.  
 
During the Great Ethiopian Homecoming in January 2022, I invited Dr. Kebede Abebe, Associate Professor of 
Physics at North Carolina State University to visit TMS. He has for years arranging the shipment of academic 
books Universities throughout Ethiopia. Though our discussion was regarding possible provision of vocational 
and technical books to TMS, during his visit he donated to TMS an iOLab, a wireless handheld data-gathering 
device that helps students to understand the concepts of physics in action and gave a training session. He also 
surprised us when he gave a hands-on piano training to the music students.  You will enjoy the Kirar played by 
Dr. Abebe followed by ‘Endet Nesh’ and ‘Fano’ by Music Trainer of the College, Tesfamichael Yayeh Husein. As 
per Article IV Section 3. of TMSAA Bylaw, the Board has made Dr. Abebe Kebede a Distinguished TMS 
Member.  
 
Fifth TMSAANA General Assembly (GA):  
The Fifth TMSAANA GA planned for May 2020 could not take place due to the Covid19 lockdown. At the GA, 
election of new Board members was to take place since a number of us the have been in office since 2014. 
Despite major effort by the Board Nominations Committee, alumni have not volunteered or nominated 
members for Board positions. The new TMSAA Bylaw calls for up to nine Board of Directors among regular 
members taking into consideration need for representation from North America, Ethiopia and other 
continents where TMSAA members reside. The Board will arrange a global TMSAA Zoom General Assembly in 
May 2022 to report on its activities and lead to the election of the new expanded TMSAA Board. We urge 

https://youtu.be/bFlJOJC39Zc
https://youtu.be/bFlJOJC39Zc
https://store.macmillanlearning.com/us/product/iOLab-Version-2.0/p/1464101469#:~:text=The%20iOLab%20device%20is%20a%20wireless%20unit%20that,of%20time%20you%20expect%20to%20need%20the%20device.
https://youtu.be/C-_zB7sCyeA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c0U_-fm9RvI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c0U_-fm9RvI
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alumni to volunteer or nominate Board candidates to ensure proper continuation of the many important 
initiatives that are underway.  
 
TMSAANA Third Donation to families in the TMS vicinity economically affected by COVID-19:  
To express TMS Alumni’s solidarity and support to families in the College’s vicinity affected by the economic 
hardship caused by Covid19, Vice-President Alem W/Hawarit led the third special fundraising drive in April 
2021 to which 35 Alumni generously donated $9,430 (ETB. 387,068.5). It resulted in the provision of a food 
basket to 217 families with each family getting of 25 KG wheat flour, 3 liters cooking oil, 5 kg macaroni, 5 
packet pasta and 4 surgical masks. The event reported by Board Secretary Garedew Atnafseged in this video 
“TMSAANA ውለታ መላሾች Fighting COVID-19 Third Food Donation”, is posted on the website.  
 
TMSAANA Scholarship Tuition and Financial Support:  
The support our association is providing to the College students has continued despite the closure of the 
College from time to time due to Covid19. For the current Ethiopian calendar 2014, up to 300 students will be 
assisted. The reduction in the number of assisted students is due to the College’s new entry requirement of 
completion of 12th grade but not able to get admission to a university. Students get a 3-4 years Vocational and 
Technical Training and earn a diploma on graduation. 

TMSAANA (which will be changed to TMSAA) website: 
We encourage alumni to visit the TMSAANA website and check out various postings including “Class or Group 
Photo” tab under the Photo Gallery where you will find your classmates and friends. If you have class or group 
photos from your TMS days, please send it to us for posting.  

2022 Annual Membership Contribution:  
While the Board recognizes it has not actively contacted you in 2021, you are kindly requested to send your 
2022 annual membership fee of $120. As per the new TMSAA Bylaw, for alumni in Ethiopia (not Ethiopian 
Diaspora!), membership fee in ETB will be decided by the Ethiopia Chapter that will be established once 
TMSAA is registered by ACSO. The Board salutes alumni who have paid their 2022 membership fee and more 
so those who have made sizable generous contributions and/or made multi-year annual membership 
payments.  
 
Please send your membership fee payable to TMSAANA through one of the following three options (with 
direct Bank Transfer as the most preferred option):  

1)  Bank Transfer: TMSAANA TD Bank Acct. No. 426-440-8216 (with copy to mseyoum84@gmail.com),  
2)  Check: TMSAANA c/o Ms. Merafe Seyoum, 34 Metropolitan Oval, #6H, Bronx, NY 10462,  
3)  PayPal: Available on www.tmsaana.com or alumni@tmsaana.com  

We welcome your feedback and comments. 

With our best regards and wishing you to stay safe.  

Bisrat Aklilu,  
President  
---------------------  
"ይህችንም የ ዕውቀት ምግብ ቀጥታ የምታሳድጋችሁን  ተማሪ  ቤት በጥበብ አድጋችሁ በአእምሮ በምትጐለምሱበት ጊዜ 
እግዚአብሔር  እንደየ ዕድላችሁ በሚሰጣችሁ ዕውቀት የ ሀገ ራችን  መሣሪያ  ናትና  እንዳትጠብ እንድትሰፋ እንዳትወድቅ 
እንድትበረታ እንድትረዱዋት እለምናችኋለሁ። "  
ልዑል  አልጋ  ወራሽ ተፈሪ  መኰንን , ሚያዝያ  ፲ ፱  ፲ ፱፻ ፲ ፯  የ ተፈሪ  መኰንን  ትምህርት ቤትን  ሲከፍቱ ካደረጉት ንግግር   

https://tmsaana.com/
https://tmsaana.com/
https://tmsaana.com/photo-gallery/


   5 

 
"This school is an instrument which will operate on our country's behalf through the knowledge which God gives to each 
of you according to your lot, once you have matured in wisdom and have become vigorous in intelligence. So, I beg of 
you to help the school which nurtures you, give you the food of knowledge: to see that it does not shrink but expands, 
that it does not fall but grows in strength.”  
From Regent Ras Tafari Makonnen’s April 27, 1925 Inaugural Speech of Tafari Makonnen School  

 
  


