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Milford Borough Council Meeting and Conditional Use Minutes 4/20/21 

 

 

On Tuesday April 20, 2021 at 6:00 pm, the Milford Borough Council met via zoom for a regular council 

meeting. In attendance were Mayor Sean Strub, Council President Frank Tarquinio, Vice President 

Adriane Wendell, Council members Joseph Dooley, Peter Cooney, Rob Ciervo, Maria Farrell, George 

Lutfy, Treasurer Greg Myer, Solicitor Anthony Magnotta, and Borough Secretary Laurie DiGeso. The 

meeting was advertised and open to the public.  

President Frank Tarquinio called the meeting to order at 6:00pm followed by roll call and the Pledge 

of Allegiance. 

Motion to Adopt Agenda by Ciervo/Dooley. AIF. 

Conditional Use Hearing: Solicitor Magnotta explained the Property maintenance Ordinance and the 

conditional use application. Wendell explained that the property maintenance code establishes a 

regulation of minimum maintenance requirement for buildings and a quality of life standard for 

properties. Ticketing enforcement rather than citations would be used to maintain the code. Asking to 

adopt two ordinances, one for property maintenance and one to adopt a ticketing system to enforce the 

property maintenance ordinance. 

Public Comment: Fred Weber mentioned that he does not see a chat box for the public. Cannot be 

changed during meeting so Borough Secretary asked that any public comment be asked by raising 

hands.  

Bill Kiger asked if there is a minimum fine? Wendell- there is a graduated fine, the smallest being $50 for 

a first offense. Warnings first and if no response then a ticket. 

Fred Weber asked if once passed will it be zoning? Magnotta- no it will be Borough Code. Wendell- it will 

be a separate chapter under Borough code. 

Doug Manion- Will there be an appeals process? Bolles- Yes, the board of appeals will hear the appeal. 

Wendell- right now we have the zoning officer, building inspector and Police Department enforcing parts 

of the Borough code. This Ordinance allows us to simplify that enforcement. 

Bolles- there was a question about the difference between abandoned vehicles and articles, after re-

reading we might want to reconsider the time limit and reduce it to 15 days. Right now, it would allow 

30 days before we enforce having someone remove these items.  

Maria Farrell- when is it a second violation? For example, on yard sales?  Wendell- the next day after the 

initial warning would be a violation if done again. 
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Magnotta- if the first offense carries with it the effect that a violation ticket be issued- Shawn may want 

to weigh in because a warning is not a violation ticket. Bolles- first warning states the property owner is 

in violation or form will spell out if it is a violation with a ticket.  

Motion to close public hearing by Dooley/Ciervo AIF. 

Motion to adopt Ordinance for property maintenance code by Wendell/Dooley AIF. 

Motion to adopt Violation and Ticketing Ordinance with amendment to change ticketing time frame 

from 30 days to 15 days by Wendell/Dooley. AIF. 

Motion to Adopt Minutes by Ciervo/Dooley. AIF 

Public Comment on Agenda Items: David Weinberg- Regarding Mott Street for this summer- we already 

have everything we need to enforce legality on Mott Street. Fire hydrant, parking etc. on the other side 

of the bridge. There is a perfectly good road that is gated off. We could open to parking there instead. 

We have a relationship with Dingmans Township. I’m sure we could arrange to open the gate to allow 

for parking. Also asked if Mott Street is going to be paved. Tarquinio said that we have one bid so far 

and more to follow for paving. Wendell- if there is parking on both sides, does that block emergency 

vehicles form getting through? Weinberg- there are three lanes. They can fit. There is a fire hydrant on 

my property. They can park there and use it. 

Fred Weber asked when UGI will be paving? Tarquinio- they will wait until they have enough work and 

repairs to do at once. We asked for a list and timeframe for the repairs.  

Bill Kiger- When and if sewers come in, will paving be a problem when it’s all done? Tarquinio- that is all 

billed into the process so no. 

Magnotta- the problem with UGI happens all across the counties. We may need to consider enacting a 

street opening permit that would require the repairs be done in a certain time frame. 

Treasurer’s Report: Greg Myer- collected $148,874 in real estate taxes thus far. We are ahead of last 

year. Transfer tax budgeted at $25,000 and we have already collected $29,512. Tarquinio- we have 

ambulance money that’s coming in from the 2-mil tax, at some point we should vote to send that to the 

ambulance corp. Myer- yes, we haven’t collected much yet. To continue, we may go over personal 

services for law this year. A lot of grants and financial agreements, lines of credit this year. Motion to 

accept treasurer’s report by Dooley/Wendell AIF. 

Shade Tree:  Dale Thatcher- since Jan 1st removed 51 dead/diseased/hazardous trees- 13 of them 

removed by the tree commissioners themselves. 47 stumps, 33 last year so a total of 80 stumps so far- 

10 done by the commissioners. Paid $18,000 for tree removal and in the process of paying $3800 for the 

stumps this year. Billed residents 50% of the removal cost, twice. Received $3975. Need to decide if we 

should send another bill with a notice that if not compliant, the Borough will not honor the 50% 

agreement and bill the property owner the full amount. Magnotta- In the past you received about 80% 

of the cost- looks like you have only received about 55% of the cost. I believe you should proceed to 



3 
 

collect the fees and if not, this would require the Borough to put a lien on the property. Tarquinio- 

functionally as a borough we cannot go on taking down trees at cost. Follow up with us at next council 

meeting on the response from the last letter. Thatcher- worked with Vinny Cutrone from Penn State 

Extension- he is our forester. He said out of all the Boroughs we are the only one who bills only 50% of 

the cost. Lat Arbor day we planted 14 trees and another 14 from a grant we received. This Arbor day on 

May8 we plan to plant another 12-15 trees. On Bill Kiger Clean up day we will be working around the 

Borough to place mulch and help with clean up in the business district. Last, for the 39th consecutive 

year we received our Tree City USA status.  

Sewage: Bob DiLorenzo- had an emergency repair on 4th and Ann Street. Certificate of reuse was done 

by Will Whitehead on Bloomgarden building due to conflict of interest. Bob asked about updates on 

computer. Tarquinio- nothing yet. 

Zoning: Gloria Wilson’s fence was damaged during plowing this year. Bolles- trying to find pins and went 

to the tax office to determine if fence is on borough property. Told Mrs. Wilson that a survey of the 

property may need to be done.  Issued permits for 1 fence and 1 sign. New business inquiries. Ciervo- a 

survey can determine if the fence is on Borough property. Bolles- there is also a blue ridge pole in the 

way. It is not connected to anything so Blue ridge said they would come out and look at it. Cooney- 

when was fence put up. Wilson- late 90’s. This is the third time the fence was hit. Magnotta- sounds like 

a survey needs to be done. Maybe you can split the cost. Borough Secretary will call Kiley and Associates 

for an estimate for the survey. 

Special Events:  

 Opera!Pike!Park in Ann Street park on 8/29/21 with limited seating, same precautions for Covid safety 

as last year. Banner for dates 8/15-9/1.  Motion to approve by Ciervo/Dooley. AIF. 

Toast to Milford- 6/26/21-and banner placement. Borough wide event takes place annually. Additional 

masks to be available if needed and will be enforced by a team of people.  

Milford Music Festival- 7/10-7/12 and banner placement- annual borough wide event to take place in 

locations throughout the Borough. Limiting PR due to covid. Motion to approve both events and 

banner by Dooley/Ciervo Wendell abstained. AIF. 

Delaware Valley High School Banner- 6/7-6/20- to be place at two locations- one by the Water Wheel on 

Harford Street and the other on Harford Street near the Gas station before Key Food. Conditional on 

obtaining insurance. Motion to approve banner on the condition that insurance is received by 

Wendell/Ciervo AIF. 

ARB Certificates of Appropriateness: 

• Stephanie Burgess- 101 Broad Street- Replace Roof with 3-Tab shingles  

• Pike County- 514 Broad Street- Replace Stairs, Piers, walkway  

• Thomas Duncan-501 Broad Street- Repair gutters, fascia and drip edge  

• 102 Second Street- Vlad Potiyevsky- Thomas Michaels Salon- Repair gutters and fascia  
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• Amy Strickler- 415 Broad Street- Nationwide Insurance- Replace roof  

• William Rosado- 411 Broad Street- Tom Quick Inn- New fabric awning  

• David Lender- 102 Broad Street- New 3 car garage/carriage house  

• John Boyle- 403 east Harford Street- New Wooden fence  
Motion to approve all ARB applications by Dooley/Ciervo AIF. 

New Business: Resolution to designate officials on pension plan administrative details. Motion to 

appoint Greg Myer and Laurie DiGeso as officials to pension plan for Borough Police Department and 

Milford Borough employee plan. 

Pike County planning Letter of Support: Pike County Planning has asked Milford Borough for a letter of 

support for a grant they are applying for an Open Space Planning Project. Motion to write letter of 

support by Wendell/Ciervo. AIF. 

Resolution for Bells Across PA: Resolution calls upon all residents, businesses and churches at 7:00 p.m. 
on May 2nd, to ring bells or make other celebratory noise for three minutes to honor their hometown 
heroes, rally with other Pennsylvanians on the frontlines of the COVID-19 battlefield and show resolve 
to restore their local businesses and civic life to their former prominence. Motion to adopt resolution 
by Ciervo/Dooley. AIF. 
Council Committees: Tarquinio- discussion at workshop to divide committees into two groups three 

people to each group. Dooley- at a minimum we need to appoint some people to blank committees. 

Motion to appoint Maria Farrell to Parks and Recreation Committee by Dooley/Ciervo. AIF. Motion to 

appoint George Lutfy to Communication/Technology and Insurance by Dooley/Ciervo. AIF. Motion to 

combine committees to two super committees by Lutfy/Wendell. AIF. Sean Strub would like to remain 

on the appointments committee. Tarquinio- need a grants committee as well. Wendell- who serves on 

public safety committee?  Strub-Mayor Strub, Annette Haar, Joe Dooley, Frank Tarquinio, Doug Manion. 

Have one open seat if anyone is interested. 

No Parking on Mott Street: Will table this until next meeting. Cooney- should talk to more neighbors 

and consider Mr. Weinberg’s comments. Strub- need to look closer at whether an ambulance can fit 

with parking on both sides. 

Recognition of head of Grey Towers William Dauer: Motion to approve a letter of recognition by 

Dooley/Farrell. AIF. 

Repoint Chimney on Borough Office: Bid from Annunziata Mason for $3800 to repoint the bricks and 

repair the chimney. Motion by Ciervo/Cooney. Joe Dooley not in favor. 

Date to review and approve comprehensive plan: Motion to schedule a special meeting on 5/5 at 6pm 

to review and approve Comprehensive plan by Dooley/Wendell. AIF. 

Traffic Study: Need two new members for traffic study committee. Wendell- committee to oversee the 

study? Tarquinio- yes. Tarquinio- let me know if anyone is interested. 

Nomination for Pike County Planning Commission: Motion to nominate Frank Tarquinio by 

Dooley/Lutfy. AIF. 
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No Smoking at Ballfield: Solicitor Magnotta explained that council should consider making this a no 

smoking complex. On Borough owned property and roads. Wendell to work on possible ordinance for 

this. 

No thru traffic signs:  Motion to approve another $600 for 25 more signs. By Wendell/Ciervo. AIF. 

Old Business: No new estimates for Mott Street or Cherry Alley. Laurie will call them again. 

Park Mini Grant: Applying for a mini park grant for Ann Street park. It is a grant to plan to make 

changes. Not a master plan. 

Review of ARB Ordinance: Tarquinio- ARB requested to go over intentions from council for grant to go 

over design guide. Wendell- will gladly do that. Looking at grants for refurbishment of historic buildings. 

Waiting on the final approval for certified local government grant. 

Letter of Support to HRG: Motion to write letter of support to HRG for grant to support 537 plan by 

Wendell/Dooley. AIF. 

Mayor’s Report: Patrol coverage way up. Thank you to Chief McCormack and his crew. New PO doing 

really well. She is done with all her training is now on her own. Launching a campaign to support 

vaccination in Pike County. Having a clinic in St. Patrick’s Parish Hall next Wednesday. Sign on letter to 

include Pike County, Council, surrounding counties etc. Doug Manion- Vaccinations needed to achieve 

herd immunity. In partnership with Wayne Memorial Hospital. Slots for up to 150 vaccines available. 

Tarquinio- we can do a robo call for Borough residents.  

Law and Zoning: Getting a committee together to work on the ticketing ordinance an maintenance 

ordinance. 

Insurance and Finance: Nothing to report. 

Parks and Recreation: Dooley and Farrell went around looking at the Borough parks to do inventory of 

what needs to be done. 

Borough Property: Cooney- already discussed the chimney and cupola. 

Streets and Lights: CRL waiting on price to replace remaining LED bulbs. Garden club called to ask if top 

soil could be dropped off at park by Shell and triangle. Paul and Duane will do that. Strub- ask that Street 

Department pick up piles left by clean up of Bill Kiger Community Cleanup Day. 

Technology and Communication: Availability profile looks good after researching that information. 

Motion to approve Guyette to take over phone service in the Borough office by Ciervo/Dooley. 

HR- No report. 

Correspondence:  
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• Molly Carson ans Sarah Wilson discussed the Children’s Advocacy Center- Dickson House is a 

place for children to speak up about abuse. 24/7 child line for children to call. 

• Audrey Lanham- would like permission to start using the Borough Hall for an artist group once a 

week. Will need to pay the $40 rental fee, clean up after they are done and follow safety 

measures for covid.  

• Letter from Fred Weber about FAQ on central sewage. Suggested going through the answers 

and having a bipartisan FAQ listed on the website instead. 

• CDM Smith- letter regarding expansion of water authority. 

• PennDOT- letter to remind borough that we are responsible for repairs to traffic signals. 

• Michelle Long- Letter regarding Pocono Forest and Water Conservation Landscape Mini Grant 

program 

Public Comment: Vito DiBiasi- Newburgh story about their water is a cautionary tale for Milford 

regarding drinking water source protection. 

Richard Evens: Ecologist speaking on behalf of Rainey McKenna about enrolling in free local 

climate protection program. Would like to be added to next month’s agenda if possible. 

 

Dakota Hendricks- the gate in Dingmans Township by Mott Street was brought up a year ago 

and the township shut that down. 

 

Motion to Adjourn by Dooley/Ciervo AIF 

Adjourned 8:42pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 


