
Milford Borough Council Workshop Meeting Minutes 1/12/21 

 

Roll call/Pledge of Allegiance- Frank Tarquinio called the meeting to order at 6:00pm with the Pledge of 
Allegiance and roll call. Present via zoom were: Borough Council President Frank Tarquinio, Vice 
President Adriane Wendell, Council members Rob Ciervo, Peter Cooney, Susan Lyddon, Joseph Dooley, 
Luke Turano, Mayor Sean Strub, Treasurer Greg Myer, and Borough Secretary Laurie DiGeso. Solicitor 
Magnotta was not present. 
**Luke Turano left meeting at 7:28pm. Mayor Sean Strub left the meeting at 8:00pm. 
 
Tarquinio asked for a motion to adopt agenda with the addition of voting to submit a letter condemning 
actions last Wednesday at Capitol Building. Motion to adopt agenda with additional item requested by 
Ciervo/Wendell AIF. 
 
Public Comment: No public comment 
 
Comprehensive Plan Survey Results: Tarquinio extensively went over the survey results. There were 
152 completed surveys. Dooley asked what Simone Collins thought of that number. Tarquinio said 
Simone Collins thought that was a good result. Mostly residents of the Borough answered the survey. 
Peter Cooney asked what the cost of the Comprehensive plan was. Tarquinio said it was $30,000. 
$25,000 came from a grant and $5,000 from the Borough. It is recommended the Borough updates the 
plan every 10 years. It has been 13 years since last done. A draft of the survey and all public comments 
and council comments will be posted on the Borough website by the end of the month.  
After going over the results, Dooley mentioned it looked pretty clear that the community wants central 
sewer in the business district. He also asked Fred Weber to comment on a statement he made about the 
number of completed surveys by midnight of the deadline. 
Fred Weber said he was happy to see that the number of completed surveys went up by the end of the 
survey period. In the beginning the numbers were very low. Central sewer questions should become a 
referendum. Not a survey question. 
 
Traffic Study: Tarquinio said we postponed the traffic study to this year. Asked Turano if he remembers 
when we were going to do it. He didn’t remember. Wendell said she believes it was going to be done 
starting after Memorial Day. Feels we need to be done now- even with COVID-19. The traffic is still 
there. 
Tarquinio said we will discuss this again at the April workshop. 
 
Act 537 Plan: Engineers are working on the public comments. Transcripts should be ready by the end of 
the week for HRG. 
Historical Ordinance: Wendell- after applying to become a Certified Local Government, the only thing 
left to do is to draft ARB by-laws and will discuss this with the ARB at their meeting tomorrow night. As 
for Ordinance- they want us to include language that states the Borough has a process to include 
additional properties to the historic district. Once completed we will be a CLG. Already approved a grant 
to revisit our design guide in the ARB district. Cannot get the grant until we are a CLG.  
 
Cell Towers: Wendell- There was a Cell tower ordinance a few years ago when companies began coming 
in looking to put cell towers in. The ordinance was put in place to say that the towers could only be put 



guidelines that need to be followed as far as location and size. Tarquinio- concerned that they would not 
follow and they would need a conditional use and hearing with conditions. 
Tarquinio- they are ugly; however, we could use better coverage in the Borough. Cooney- how many can 
go on one pole? Tarquinio- one to a pole but you could end up with one on every pole, otherwise. 
Bill Pittman asked how the Borough would handle 5G when it hits? Tarquinio- we only have control over 
where the mini towers go.  
 
Fee Schedule: Dooley- Fed Weber and I worked on modifying the fee schedule together. Some of these 
fees haven’t been updated since 2006. Can everyone over the next week take a look at the proposed 
schedule so we can vote next week? Wendell- We need to add rental property registration fees to this.  
Procedures for Rental Properties: Wendell said that the we should come up with a form and notify 
property owners/landlords of the registration fee. Proposing $50 a unit and a maximum of $150 for a 
multi- unit property. Dooley- what is the purpose of the fee? Wendell-license fee that covers the 
possibility of needing to do inspections based off of tenant complaints, or safety issues. Fundamentally a 
license fee. Our Ordinance gives us the right to enter the property if necessary (tenant complaint, 
safety) Strub- essentially a $5 fee per month. Concerned that if someone submits this form are we then 
recognizing this as an apartment or are we going in and checking to make sure that the apartment is up 
to code, meets zoning and is up to date in the tax department? Wendell- yes that is the purpose of the 
fee. There are going to be ongoing expenses for the zoning officer to do these inspections. Strub- will 
there be a baseline established for every apartment? Wendell- that is something we need to have 
further discussion about but I suspect we probably should. Lyddon-should we figure out what the cost 
will be to inspect all the apartments before we decide on a fee? Wendell- we will need to figure that 
out. Currently we do not have a process in place for tenants to file a complaint. Tarquinio- we should put 
something in our ordinance that states when a single-family home is converted to a multifamily that 
there will be an inspection to make sure it is all done to code. 
Sidewalk Restoration:  Tarquinio-there were a lot of individual comments on the survey regarding 
sidewalks. We need to figure out which ones were the initial ones done and look at lamps, their shades 
and sidewalks that are uneven and lifting. We should make a list and go from there. 
Park Master Plan: County has offered to help us with this plan. Could possibly use some of the money 
from the joint grant with Lehman Township to accomplish this. Strub- Luke, Mike Zimmerman and I 
were on a zoom call brainstorming around the bandshell idea. Discussion of locations, size, concerns of 
the neighbors and other ideas. 
Public Comment Procedures for Residents vs Non-Residents: Dooley-Section 710 of the Sunshine Act 
only requires that public participation is residents and taxpayers of the Borough and now anyone who 
pays the LST. We need to discuss the policy moving forward. Cooney- it would be hard to enforce 
residents only because we have municipal agreements with other townships and Boroughs locally.  
Mandatory meetings and reports from Zoning and Sewage Officer:  Tarquinio- looking at what other 
townships do, I think we should require the Sewage and Zoning officer to be present with reports at all 
monthly meetings. Would like to vote on this next week. 
Social Media Policy: Dooley- we have a social media policy for our employees but not for the Borough 
Council. Now that we have the face book account, we should have some policy in place about what is 
acceptable. Lyddon- can we hold off on this until I have a communications committee together so we 
can take a closer look at this. Wendell- do we have the right to restrict comments on Face book? Dooley- 
no. We need to identify who can make official comments for the Borough. Tarquinio- that is probably a 
good question for Solicitor Magnotta. 
Borough Dump/Yard Waste: Dooley- what do we allow to be picked up for the dumpster? For example, 
yard waste, white goods, yard debris, construction materials. Ciervo- we don’t normally pick up 
construction debris and white goods are sometimes picked up after hours by the street department on 



their own time. We do not have a policy in place on whether they can or cannot do this. Dooley- we 
should discuss this. There is a lot of white goods at the dump. Wendell- this should be a discussion not 
necessarily a policy.  
Strub- a policy should be defined so the street department knows what is allowed. On another note- a 
letter was posted on our website regarding the Capitol. Not about partisanship, it’s respecting 
democracy, patriotism. Violence is not appropriate especially when it involves constitutional processes. 
Zoning Enforcement: Wendell will speak to Shawn Bolles about the process. Enforcement is not 
something that is part of permit manager. 
Agenda Items: Tarquinio- we should make a policy that the Thursday before the meeting, the agenda is 
finalized. Gives Laurie more time to post the agenda items so the Council and the public have more time 
to review the agenda. 
Office Computers: Wendell- Laurie identified some issues with the current computers. Topp Copy 
Solutions will be able to service everything moving forward- phones, server, internet. Next meeting, we 
would like to ask Council to approve this moving forward. We also ordered Laurie a laptop. 
Public Comments: Fred Weber- Who on Council is reviewing Comprehensive Plan?  Tarquinio-Everybody 
is. Will it be made available to other township? Tarquinio- it will be on the website. Public comment 
from residents/taxpayer’s vs nonresidents came up in another township and I commend you for 
discussing this. You could give preference to residents and taxpayers but not exclude others. Another 
comment is that 18 wheelers coming through the Borough to get to 84. Other communities have 
stopped this from happening somehow. Maybe we can have a discussion about how we can do this. 
Also, white goods being picked up is not a bad thing if done on their own time with their own truck 
Tarquinio- we should vote now on the letter regarding the Nation’s Capitol. Dooley read the letter 
aloud. Motion to approve and publish the letter by Lyddon/Dooley AIF 
Cooney- have we established a policy on protests in the Borough? Tarquinio- protests in the Borough so 
far have been peaceful. Cooney- moving forward, we should have a policy in place. 
Bill Kiger asked if there was a structure for protecting our government buildings and places of business. 
Tarquinio- the Police Chief and Police have been working diligently to make sure everyone is safe. 
Dooley- we re also working with the County and the DA’s office on this. 
Kiger- agree with Adriane that we should have a traffic study to include the Northern gateway. Make it 
pedestrian friendly. Also, I believe it was well established a while ago that people are not paying extra 
insurance to be a historic home in the historic district. Another item is that I believe the SEO should be a 
part of the monthly meetings especially those concerning the Central Sewer along with Mark Spatz and 
HRG. Lastly, a Central Sewer citizen review committee was mentioned last meeting and there is certainly 
enough concern to bring the community in for involvement. Tarquinio said we will vote after the 537 
plan. 
Motion to Adjourn to executive session by Wendell/Dooley 
 
Executive session started at 8:21pm 
 
Adjourned 8:36pm 
 
 

 


