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RIVERSIDE PARK: ADVENTURE IN THE MAKING
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Riverside Adventure Park’s varied natural conditions provide opportunities 
for a wide variety of activities across its 200 acres.  The northern portion 
features wetlands and riparian landscapes, while the western side of the 
park is on high ground with great views and access to the neighborhoods 
to the west.  The central and southeastern portions of the park are within 
the lower floodplain and closest to the White River and the section of 
Riverside Park south of 30th Street (Riverside Park Proper).      
As the Riverside Adventure Park concept developed, five zones have 
emerged informed by the natural conditions and organized by the 
proposed improvements at each zone. A landmark structure anchors each 
zone, except for the Wetland Education Zone, and are described further 
below. 

RIVER ZONE
The River Zone is named for its proximity to the White River and its 
access at the 30th Street bridge stairs. It is the connection of Riverside 
Adventure Park to Riverside Park Proper, south of 30th Street, and the 
Promenade trail and an entry overlook welcomes trail users and overlooks 
the vast floodplain landscape. A River Pavilion anchors this zone providing 
restrooms, a picnic area and an outdoor stage that plays to the event 
lawn. This zone has expanded parking and a large outdoor event space for 
a variety of gatherings and festivals. This reestablishes the site’s historic 
role as a prominent place for gathering and river access. 

RACING ZONE
This zone is all about racing and outdoor fitness. The entry plaza at the 
southwest corner of the park serves as a gateway with opportunities for 
park name and wayfinding signage and a bike share station, and leads 
visitors to the internal trail system as well as a fitness trail. The Soap Box 
Derby pagoda is envisioned to be a multi-level building with viewing 
platforms, restrooms, and museum space, while the building to the rear 
of the pagoda houses derby cars. There are plazas at the pagoda and the 
end of the Soap Box Derby track to provide room for spectators and for 
families to stage during races. An RC track at the finish line plaza also plays 
off the racing theme. Back at the top of the hill, a parking lot adds space 
for Soap Box Derby racers and visitors to the four-acre dog park. Trails 
along the top of the plateau connect to an overlook near the former bear 
pit as part of the site’s history as the first zoological park in the city.

WINTER ZONE
Named for the numerous exciting winter activities, this zone will be a 
hub of activity throughout the year. A themed pavilion with restrooms, 
equipment rental, and concessions connects to a variety of outdoor 
gathering spaces that take advantage of the views afforded from this 
hilltop location. Plaza spaces abound including spaces for skaters, an 
overlook at the sledding hill, a patio and two-sided stage, a plaza for an 
embankment slide, and an overlook plaza at the north hill for sledding 
and events.  A skating ribbon is used for ice skating in the winter and roller 
skating during warmer months.  In the interior of the skating ribbon, space 
is provided for self-guided zipline and climbing play elements. A tree top 
canopy walk can offer an exciting way to connect this zone to the Racing 
Zone on the south, while peeking out of the tree canopy to look over the 
Central Nature Zone. 

WETLAND EDUCATION ZONE
Existing wetland conditions can provide educational opportunities within 
a riparian landscape.  Boardwalks and trails wind through this zone and 
lead to observation and gathering spaces. Vehicular traffic is proposed 
to be gated off from the road along the interstate for better pedestrian 
experiences and the parking areas adjacent to Lake Sullivan transformed 
into overlooks with sun shelters and signage. Interpretation of a historic 
grist mill can be incorporated nearby as well. At the Indy Cycloplex, an 
expansion of the skate park is planned, and a pump track adds to the 
existing biking and skating opportunities here.

CENTRAL NATURE ZONE
A sublime tract of bottomland floodplain provides an experience like 
no other in the city. The former golf clubhouse can be repurposed as a 
Nature Center with restrooms and spaces for youth education and nature 
programming. An archery range, nature playground and demonstration 
gardens are located near the Nature Center creating a hub for this zone. 
Multi-use trails bring pedestrians and cyclists in contact with native plants 
and wildlife and provide outdoor exercise.  Former railroad mounds 
can provide historic interpretation, long views over the landscape, and 
another nature playground.  Bird blinds, picnic shelters, gathering spaces 
and outdoor art can be strategically placed to adorn this zone and entice 
visitors to explore its beauty.
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