
HURRICANE DORIAN RELIEF COLLECTION 
 
We wanted to share with you how your donations collected for the residents of the Bahamas 
were in great need by those impacted by Hurricane Dorian. We were fortunate to see portions 

of the hardest hit areas that are a distance away from the relief areas were supplies are being distributed.  As we drove 
toward the affected areas, you could see the seaweed on trees that stood 12 to 15 feet high which provided evidence of 
how high the water was when the sea came upon the land. There are cases of entire neighborhoods and families who 
have not been located and have been swept out to sea in the storm.  A lot of them are still without basic water and 
electricity. If they have water, they can only use it for cleaning and bathing.  As you will see from the pictures there are 
many residents living in tents on their property where their homes once stood or were severely damaged. Many of these 
residents lost their vehicles which were under water or washed away during the storm. There are homes where the water 
completely washed away all the contents and personal items inside the property and they are nowhere to be found. Some 
homes left with only the building frames standing or part of the building frame on the property and half of it on the other 
side of the canal.  Damage was too great to list all. Due to time and availability of relief donations, we still didn’t get to all 
the hardest hit areas 
 
As a result of support and donations by you, various individuals, private and public organizations, during period 
of September 9, 2019 through October 17, 2019, we collected, shipped and distributed 11 pallets of relief supplies.  We 
would also like to thank everyone who have donated thus far and the volunteers in Fort Lauderdale, Florida and 
Freeport, Bahamas that worked with us tirelessly throughout this process assisting us with the collection, 
pickup, sorting, packaging, preparing for shipping and delivering relief supplies to the affected residents.  We 
couldn’t have done it without you. 
 
Our first delivery was made on October 18, 2019 to Freeport, Bahamas.  We went directly to the residents to deliver the 
relief supplies in the neighborhoods of Heritage on October 21, 2019 and Arden Forest on October 22, 2019, some of the 
hardest hit areas in Freeport. We reached about 250 residents.  Clothing was distributed on Saturday, October 26, 
2019.  Many of them wasn’t sure where their next meal or even a drink of water was coming from. Many of the residents 
expressed their gratitude and thankfulness for the supplies and your generosity.  With everyone’s support we 
were able to bring a light of hope to the residents assisted.   
 
While they have started the recovery period, there is still a lot of work to be done and assistance is still needed. Therefore, 
we will be continuing the collection of relief items for the next six months.  After a firsthand look at the damage and 
speaking with the residents affected, we are requesting assistance with donations of the following relief items:   Water, 
building supplies (batteries, flashlights, shingles, nails, plywood, sheet rock, etc.). Toiletries (toothpaste; toothbrush, soap, 
deodorant, shampoo, conditioner, wash clothes, linen, tissue, etc.). Cleaning supplies (paper towels, bleach, Pine-
Sol, household cleaner, sponges, gloves, mop, broom, bucket, scrubbing pads, socks etc.) Baby items (pampers, wipes, 
bottles, baby food, etc.). We are no longer collecting clothing and general food items. 
 
Below are some of the pictures taken during the delivery to the residents so you can see some of those that your 
donations assisted and some of the damage caused by the storm. To see additional pictures and updates as they occur of 
the recovery from the storm, please visit the website at www.brightlightscrossingborder.com. 
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