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From the Pastor 
 

We’ve gotten used to bubbles during this Covid 
time.  Not the type of bubbles that float, but 
bubbles which sports teams impose on their 
athletes to stay safe from infection so that they 
can practice and play their games.    So, there are 
games played in huge stadiums with nobody in 
the stands except cardboard images.   It has to 
have been a big let-down for the athletes to 
compete in the silence of that stadium broken 
only by their own shouts.  They relied on the 
energy and noise of a huge crowd to call out their 
best efforts.  Now it was only them and their love 
of the game.  Knowing that television viewers may 
find the quiet unnerving, the broadcast companies 
inserted taped crowd noise as a backdrop 
synchronized to the action on the field.   
    We too have retreated into our bubbles of 
isolation in order to stay safe.   While the quiet 
and lack of human stimulation can be unnerving, it 
can also be something we get used to and even 
find comforting.  We can limit and choose what 
information reaches us in our bubble.   If we want 
to binge on old movies that is our choice.  If the 
news is distressing, we can turn it off.  We don’t 
have to worry about making an impression on 
people because we aren’t with people.  Neither 
do we have to contend with other people’s 
behaviors, issues or viewpoints.   Alone with 
ourselves, we can live in a world of our own 
making.   But the problem with this picture is that 
we gradually grow more out of touch with reality.   
We can fall into a delusion that we are in control 
of our lives, that is, until we aren’t.    Even though 
we can renew our drivers licenses online and have 
our groceries delivered, a medical emergency 
can’t always be dealt with by online consultation.  
Even though we can talk with our friends by  

phone or Zoom there is something basic which is 
lacking.   We still long for personal contact, being able 
to look someone in the eye, and be truly present with 
them.     
      The basic question we are facing at the church is 
when and whether people will return to worship in the 
sanctuary after they have developed such a strong 
habit of not coming to church.   Having discovered 
what our non-church neighbors have always known, 
that it’s pretty nice to lounge around on Sunday 
morning sipping coffee and reading the paper; will that 
be a habit too hard to break?  We can tell ourselves 
that our beliefs have not changed and that we still pray 
and know the basic Bible stories.  But as we less often 
put those beliefs into practice, they can very subtly 
begin to erode and have less of an influence on the 
decisions we make?       
       People of faith hold to the basic maxim that how 
we worship determines what we believe.  We might 
think of the sports analogy and how the team on the 
field needed the fans in the stands to call out their best 
effort.  There is an energy that pulses between the 
action on the field and the fans.  In a basic sense 
worship is similar.  If involvement in worship is only 
through being a spectator, then like a sports fan it 
makes no difference whether I am present or at home 
lounging in my easy chair with dull and half interest.   
But in a very real sense we are the team when it comes 
to worship.  God, along with heavenly hosts and saints 
of old are in the stands.  They call for our best efforts, 
our sincerest prayer and praise, our demonstration of 
being the Body of Christ together.   The time is coming 
when we will need to step out of our safe bubbles and 
without ignoring caution, nevertheless gather for 
worship.  For that’s what Christians believe and that’s 
what they do. 

 

GOOD SHEPHERD NEWS 

Pastor Eilers 



 

 

 

 

Reflections from Vicar Schuldheisz 
 

 
 

 
No, this is not a commercial! No, we did not sign a sponsorship agreement with Gatorade! Years ago, however, 
Gatorade teamed up with NBA superstar, Michael Jordon to create an advertisement campaign that had the 
slogan, “BE LIKE MIKE!” The implications of this subtle marketing strategy was, if you drink GATORADE, you’ll 
be able to run, jump, shoot, and dunk the basketball like Michael Jordon. I can tell you, that no matter how 
much GATORADE I drink, I won’t be able to dunk the basketball, I might be able to touch then net though ☺! 
Paul in writing to the Romans, gives a much more meaningful and deeper thirst quenching words when he 
challenges the Christians in Rome to “be conformed to the image of his (God’s) Son (Romans 8:29).” Just like 
drinking GATORADE won’t enable me to dunk the basketball, left to my own efforts, I can’t simply will myself 
to conform to Christ’s image. The good news is that Jesus gives us the Holy Spirit and the Holy Scriptures to 
help us become more like Jesus. This Lenten season, as we read God’s word more intentionally, reflect on our 
sins and short-comings, and repent and accept the renewing grace and mercy we can truly become more like 
the image of His Son! 

Vicar Joel 
 

 

Suggested Readings for Sundays in March 2021 
 

LENT Mar. 7 Third S. in Lent Ex. 20:1–17 Psalm 19 1 Cor. 1:18–31 John 2:13–25 

 Mar. 14 Fourth S. in Lent Num. 21:4–9 Psalm 107:1–9 Eph. 2:1–10 John 3:14–21 

 Mar. 21 Fifth S. in Lent Jer. 31:31–34 Psalm 119:9–16 Heb. 5:1–10 Mark 10:32–35 

HOLY WEEK Mar. 28 
Palm Sunday / 
Sunday of the Passion 

Zech. 9:9–12 Psalm 118:19–29 Phil. 2:5–11 John 12:20–43 

 

 

MEMORIAL SERVICE FOR BIRDELL WANGSMO  
will be at The National Cemetery. The limits the number of people per service to 30, so, if you would like to 

attend, please contact Marti Hughes to reserve a spot, as it is important we stay within the attendance 
guidelines. 



 

 

 

 

Specific Ministry Program (SMP) Update 
On March 1st Vicar Joel will begin his third class at 
Concordia Theological Seminary; the title of the 
class is “The Master Narrative” and teacher of the 
course is Dr. Michael Zeigler, current speaker of the 
Lutheran Hour. The Gospel of Jesus Christ, is the 
central story of God’s involvement with the world 
(from creation to consummation). This master 
narrative re-stories the lives of individuals, offering 
them a holy identity, joining them to a community, 
and giving their lives meaning with both the world 
and the larger unfolding of God’s eternal plan of 
salvation. 
 

In preparation for this class Vicar Joel has read two 
books, “Testimony – Talking ourselves into being 
Christian” by Thomas G. Long and “Telling God’s 
Story – Narrative preaching for Christian 
formation” by John W. Wright. One of the key 
points of Long’s book is to empower readers to put 
their faith into words of everyday people. So often 
we use big “church” words like “Omniscient” or 
“Omnipotent” and frequently lose people in the 
process. Our world today is experiencing a famine 
of true, honest and authentic conversation and 
Long invites us to talk about God in our daily lives 
in ways that can be a blessing to others rather than 
creating barriers.  

Just like witnesses are called to stand up in a court 
of law, we will have the opportunity to stand up 
with our actions and words in our lives throughout 
the week. We learn this “language of God’s love” 
during our weekly “language training sessions” at 
church. By praying, singing, reading and listening to 
God’s Word, we rehearse how we speak, think and 
act Monday through Saturday. When our actions 
are consistent between what we say and do on 
Sunday and what we say and do the rest of the 
week, then this opens up many invitations to have 
conversations with others about the impact of 
Jesus in our lives! 
 

Just like rehearsal brings confidence and poise, the 
more we are connected to God and His Word and 
Sacraments, the more confident, joyful, genuine 
and trusting our faith will be as we interact with 
others. “The more our life is shaped after the 
pattern of Jesus Christ, the more we find ourselves 
in tension and conflict with the values of the world 
around us (p.132).” By the power of the Holy Spirit 
we can share the story with humility, honesty and 
clarity when the opportunity arises. Our words do 
matter, and as God gives us the strength and 
courage to tell the truth in love our words can be 
an instrument of His peace and a seed for the Good 
News to grow in other’s hearts. 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

STRATEGIC PLANNING UPDATE 

The purpose of this section is to provide an update on the strategic planning process that has been going on 
for the last couple of months. At a future congregational meeting, when this work has been further refined, 
we will engage in a direct conversation about our Mission, Vision, Core Values, and Goals. Your input is 
welcomed at any point along the way; you can attend any leadership meeting or speak with anyone on the 
leadership team (Church Council, Elders, other Board Chairs, Pastor, Cantor, or Vicar). 

This past October the leaders met at Urban Grace Church for a retreat. One of the outcomes of the retreat 
was the agreement to revisit our “Mission Statement” and to work at articulating a “Vision Statement”, 
identify “Core Values” and establish some short- and long-term goals for Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
(GSLC).  

After reflection and discussion, the leadership agreed that our current Mission Statement, “Sharing Christ: 
Feeding Sheep” was clear, concise and easy to remember. However, there was no clear statement of what this 
mission statement means (implications and applications) or how it impacts our decisions and goals for the 
future. 

At a follow up meeting of the leaders of GSLC on December 3rd it was suggested that we work to develop a 
Vision Statement, or a clear and succinct statement of what we are striving, by God’s grace, to become. We 
brainstormed several key components and then asked all of the participants in the process to submit some 
ideas. In addition, at that December meeting we began to develop a list of Core Values, statements of our 
shared beliefs and values. This exercise is not just developing a list of words for a poster, these values will 
become the foundation for the decisions we make and the short- and long-term goals we establish for the 
future of GSLC. 

On February 17th the leadership group met again to review seven different drafts of the vision statement that 
had been submitted. Generally, some of the drafts of the vision statement were too specific and others were 
too general. A group of volunteers agreed to meet with Vicar Schuldheisz to work on articulating a biblically 
focused statement that identified our desires for a balance between development and growth and outward 
focus on mission and outreach. 

In addition to discussing the Vision Statement on February 17th we reviewed a list of 22 Core Values that had 
been submitted. Following a lively discussion, we refined the list and then asked everyone present to prioritize 
(vote for their top 7-10 core values). Here is list of the Core Values that received the most votes (highest 
priority): 

• Bible 

• Compassionate 

• Discipleship 

• Fellowship & Small Groups 

• Grace 

• Growth Orientated 

• Outward Focused 

• Relationships 

• Reverence 

• Service 

• Worship 



 

 

 

President’s Corner 
 

 

As we enter March, We experience a major change. 
Valerie has retired to be with her husband and our 
new Church Administrative Assistant Sharon has 
taken over. Sharon has spent the last month training 
with Valerie and has all the skills to effectively and 
confidently run the Church Office. We wish Valerie 
well in her new endeavor, and support Sharon as she 
starts a new experience in her life. As you are able, 
stop by the office, introduce yourself and allow 
Sharon to get to know you. That way a name and 
face can be put together. 
 

Now a few more items that will happen in March: 
 

First, we continue our Lenten Services at 1 pm on 
Wednesdays. If you are able, we invite you to 
attend. 
 

Second, since we are in Phase 2 of the Governor’s re-
opening, we are going to open some limited 
fellowship. We will have coffee time after late 
service starting this week. The Fellowship Hall is 
large enough to handle those who attend. 
 

Third, we are going to re-open our Pot Blessings (Pot 
Lucks), whether they are inside or outside 
(depending on weather). We will be able to socially 
distance during that time. 
 

Fourth, our Free Mean (Operation Thanks-Giving) is 
going to re-open to indoor dining. We will do the 

same checks as we do for Sunday mornings and 
socially distance also. We should be able to 
accommodate all who attend. This will re-open on 
Tuesday, March 2nd.  
 

We received a surprise call from Community Health 
on February 17th. They had a vaccination clinic the 
next day and needed help filling the spaces for the 
dosages allotted them. If you need a vaccination, call 
the office and give Sharon your name and number so 
that when this happens again (it very well could), we 
can contact individuals to try to make appointments. 
These are made on-line, so you will need internet 
access. Appointments go fast, so if we can help, we 
will try to do our best.  
 

Finally, I ask your patience as we transition to these 
areas. Not everything is going to run like clockwork. 
There will be hiccups along the way. This will happen 
not only in the office, but also as we re-open the 
fellowship events. We are in new territory here and 
the rules change on a 2-week notice. We will keep 
you as informed as we are. We want to follow the 
rules (even as they change), so be patient with all of 
us. 
 

Thank you for your attention. Ask your questions, 
get your answers so everyone can be informed. See 
you Sunday in church. 

Joe Morton
 

 

 

THANK YOU for the privilege of serving you! You all have been a 

blessing to me! I felt the call from the Lord to serve Him through 
serving you  those 25 years ago and through the years, in whatever 
situation. I have seen the love of the Lord reflected in so many of you 
and it has been humbling and a blessing to me. As I start this new leg 
of my journey through retirement with my husband, I will continue 

to pray for you and always love you! -Valerie 



 

 

 

CONFIRMATION CLASS – SERVICE PROJECT 

The confirmation class comprised of Aiden Lai, Jaythan Monsees, Logan Wilson, and Matthew Boule’ have 
been meeting twice a month since to study God’s word and apply the words of Luther’s Small Catechism to 
their lives. Our lessons so far have focused on God the Creator (First Article), the Fall into Sin (Seventh Petition 
of the Lord’s Prayer), God Saves Noah (Baptism), God Bless Abraham with Faith (Third Article of Apostle’s 
Creed), God Blesses Jacob (5th & 7th Commandments), God Cares for Joseph (6th Commandment) and God Calls 
Moses (2nd Commandment). 

On Sunday February 28th the confirmands volunteered to stay after class to help paint their conference 
room/classroom in the administrative building. Their extra time and efforts helped them to value the joy of 
serving God and build some class bonds and they invested in helping to brighten up the room.  

Thank you to Paul Boule’ for helping to patch all the holes in the walls, install a new dry erase board and 
mount a TV for use in the confirmation class and other small group meetings. 

   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
Dear Sisters in Christ, 

As we travel this Lenten Season ponder on God’s 
great love and mercy on us sinful people. We are 
greatly blessed! 

We have shared Tuesday Bible Studies for now 
over 30-years – starting in February of 1991. We 
always remember “that where 2 or 3 are gathered 
together…” He is in our midst. You are invited to 
join us! 

We plan to prepare 150 Christmas Boxes for the 
Tacoma Seafarers’ Center again this year so please 

start gathering socks, soap, toothpaste, etc. now 
(new items only). 

Do you sew? Check out our quilting time on 
Tuesdays. Come and visit anytime. 

Lutheran World Relief provided items – including 
quilts to 23 countries in 2020. Haiti, India, Angola, 
and Chile to name some of them. Please consider 
LWR in your prayers. 

Blessings to all- 

Love in Christ 
 

Jane 
 

Women in Mission / Women’s Ministry 
 



 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

    Preschool News  www.littlelambstacoma.com 

Sharing Christ, Feeding Lambs 
 

ol. 

 
 

 
Our preschool year is “flying by” so to speak!  We 
have been blessed with more students and currently 
we have 18 children attending our preschool.  On 
Tuesday and Thursday mornings we are hoping to 
divide the classes .  If you or anyone you know may 
be interested in a part-time position for March, 
April, and May, please let us know. 
 
During the month of March we transition from Jesus’ 
healing miracles to miracles involving food and the 
weather.  We will then walk with Jesus into Holy 
Week to help keep Easter real for our students.  
March will also be our Dr. Suess month for some 
activities and crafts. 
 
Enrollment for the 2021-2022 school year is now 
open to all people.  If you know of anyone looking 
for a Christian preschool, please send them our way.  
Our website has the new pricing information on it or 
you may contact the preschool for further 
information: www.littlelambstacoma.com. 
 

Music and Muffins this year will be a virtual event on 
March 28.  Please look for the recording to go live 
that Sunday afternoon.  We can’t be together, but 
you will have the opportunity to hear the children 
sing songs!  Do you need a muffin to go with it?  We 
will offer them as a fundraiser for a pre-packaged “to 
go” after the services.   The proceeds will help defer 
the cost of our three new playground toys! 
 
We are looking to add another board member to our 
group.  If you are interested, please let Jean Morton, 
Tammy Boudreau, Claire Hall, or myself know. 
 
Thank you for all your prayers, kind thoughts and 
encouragement towards the preschool.  It is greatly 
appreciated.  Please continue to pray for the 
students, their families, the staff and board 
members 

 
Serving our Savior,  

Bonnie Huset 

  

 

 

 

 

 

PART TIME ASSISTANT NEEDED  

 
LITTLE LAMBS PRESCHOOL is looking to hire a part-time assistant for Tuesday & Thursday mornings.  If 
interested, please contact Bonnie or the Church Office for details.  Thank you. 
 

http://www.littlelambstacoma.com/


 

 

 

CARE NET BOTTLE DRIVE A HUGE SUCCESS 

Thank you to Sue Tofflemire for helping to coordinate the Care Net Bottle Drive. We had nearly 30 people 
participate in the drive. Thanks also to Jane Oberg for coordinating the donation of EIGHT quilts (baby 
comforter blankets) to the ministry of Care Net. 

For more information go to Care Net’s website at: www.care-net.org 

 

 

 

LENTEN DEVOTIONS & FAMILY ACTIVITY CALENDAR 

There are still copies of the Lent Devotional Book, Return to the Lord and the family activity calendars in the 
narthex. Please take a book or calendar to share with your family or give it to your neighbors 

       
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

NEW BIBLE STUDY CLASS BEGINS, MARCH 8  

 
This group meets Mondays at 1:30 pm via Zoom to discuss books related to spiritual growth issues. See 
Myra Baughman for link and topic details. 
 

http://www.care-net.org/

