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From the Pastor 
 

I like to watch Antiques Roadshow from time to 
time.   Occasionally an assessor will comment 
on the frame of a painting.  It might be that the 
frame needs repair or particularly if its frame is 
not original, the assessor may recommend a 
new frame which better complements the 
painting.   There have been occasions when the 
assessor told the owner that if they reframed it 
appropriately, they would increase its value 
significantly.    
     There’s a lesson here for us as this month we 
journey with our Lord to the Mt. of 
Transfiguration and begin that downward 
journey to the cross.  We will hear a familiar 
story which might be compared to an exquisite 
painting.  But we may ask ourselves how we 
have framed it.   Have we framed it simply as a 
news story which shows one more example of 
blind human arrogance refusing to listen to the 
truth of our human condition and killing the 
messenger?    We could frame it as a children’s 
story, washed clean of the gruesome realities of 
brutality, suffering and death, reassuring us that 
the messenger still lives.   We could frame it as a 
mystery story, revealing a higher-level plan of 
God to make right a world gone wrong by 
inserting a secret agent whose death in action 
somehow squares the world’s account of sin.  
Each of these frames draws out some aspect of 
the story which is true.    But the frame we 
choose strongly colors how we hear the story. 
        Spiritual leaders will often speak of our 
need to reframe our own story.   Do we look 
upon the development of our life simply as one  

haphazard event after another, which in sum don’t 
really add up to much?   Or is our life story seen 
through the frame of family; the one we came from, 
and the one we live in?   Are the decisions we make 
and the events that happen seen in relation to our 
family?   Do we view our life through the framework 
of our vocation, not just what we do for work, but 
why we do it and what we ultimately hope to 
accomplish?    The reframing which spiritual leaders 
encourage is to see our life framed by being a child 
of God, and God continuously relating to us in that 
way.  They encourage us to use the story of God’s 
salvation as a framework for viewing our own lives.  
Such a framework can add value to our life’s story 
and help us see events in a new light.   
          In the Biblical story of Jacob there comes a 
point in which his devious ways catch up with him 
and he has to flee from the safety of his home, 
because his brother has threatened to kill him.  In 
the wilderness, on the run, he lays down to sleep 
thinking of himself as a loser as a result of his 
jealousy and trickery.  But God comes to him in a 
dream, and basically reframes that string of events 
in a different way.  God’s promise in that moment 
will enable him to see his life in a different way.   
That is how God’s story would work with us, to see 
our story as being framed by God’s story.  That’s why 
we take time to dwell in the story of Jesus, even with 
all its unpleasantness and mystery.   When the story 
of Jesus frames the story of our life, it accents events 
and encounters which we may scarcely have given a 
second thought.  But thus accented we take heart 
and continue with hope and purpose.  

Pastor Eilers 
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Reflections from Vicar Schuldheisz 

A rich man asked Jesus (Matthew 19:16-26) what 
he must do to gain eternal life, keeping the 
commandments didn’t seem to faze him, but when 
Jesus said, “sell all your possessions and give them 
to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. 
Then come, follow me!” he went away sad! 
 

I read a devotion this past 
week that recounted a similar 
situation; a wealthy man from 
West Africa was reluctant to 
relinquish his lifetime of 

allegiance to another (non-Christian) religion. As a 
leader in that religion, he depended upon the 
compensation he received; with sadness he 
explained, “I’m like a man fishing with my hands in 
the stream. I have caught a small fish, but a bigger 
fish is swimming by. To catch the bigger fish, I have 
to let go of the smaller one!” 

 
God is continually pursuing us and urging us to 
follow Him, to surrender our lives to Him. By the 
power of the Holy Spirit, we can accept the free gift 
of salvation that Jesus is offering us and follow 
Him. The season of Lent this is time when we can 
reflect on how and why we still cling on to the 
small fish in our lives. As we are reminded of 
Christ’s amazing sacrifice on the cross for our sins, 
we can with the power of the Holy Spirit surrender 
wholly to Him. May God be with us all on this 
Lenten journey as we reflect on His great grace and 
mercy and humbly lay our sins at the foot of the 
cross and more fully surrender to follow Him and 
join Him on His missionary journey! 

Vicar Joel 

 

Christ on Trial 
It was and is a climactic time. Events are coming to 
a head and a decision is called for.   People’s views 
of Jesus are many and conflicting.  Some people 
trust him completely, others distrust him almost 
with equal fervor.  Some people call him lord, 
others see such allegiance as a delusion.    As it was 
in Jerusalem in 33 AD so it is today.    We will 
interview a series of witnesses who had 
interactions with Jesus to confirm the truth for 
ourselves.   We who hear their testimony are the 
jury.     
 

This midweek series will begin with Ash 
Wednesday, February 17.   A service with an 
interview and the imposition of ashes will be 
recorded at 1:00 p.m. on that day.   Those who are 
free and would like to attend that service and 
subsequent recordings are welcome.   For Ash 
Wednesday only the service will be repeated at 
6:30 p.m. 
 

Because of the continued high threat of COVID this 
will be the only evening service until Maundy 
Thursday.   The recorded services may be accessed 
through a link on our website.    

 

 
Suggested Readings for Sundays in February 2021 

 

 Feb. 7 
Fifth S. a. the  
Epiphany 

Is. 40:21–31 Psalm 147:1–11 1 Cor. 9:16–27 Mark 1:29–39 

 Feb. 14 
The Transfiguration  
of Our Lord 

2 Kings 2:1–12 or 
Ex. 34:29–35 

Psalm 50:1–6 
2 Cor. 3:12–13 
(14–18); 4:1–6 

Mark 9:2–9 

LENT Feb. 21 First S. in Lent Gen. 22:1–18 Psalm 25:1–10 James 1:12–18 Mark 1:9–15 

 Feb. 28 Second S. in Lent 
Gen. 17:1–7,  
15–16 

Psalm 22:23–31 Rom. 5:1–11 Mark 8:27–38 



 

 

 

 

Specific Ministry Program (SMP) Update 
Concordia Seminary’s “January Winterim” is a 
shorter time in the academic calendar where 
classes are taught in an “intensive format.” During 
the week of January 11–15, 2021 I was taking an 
online class where we met together as a class from 
7:00-11:00am; the rest of the day included 
watching recorded lectures, making notes on 
materials that I read over the Christmas break and 
writing four reflection papers. The class was called 
“Introduction to Worship” and the course provided 
a historical and theological survey of how the 
Christian church developed worship rituals and 
practices currently in use. Some of the 
foundational readings focused on gaining a deeper 
awareness and understanding on the impact of 
culture on worship and the influence that worship 
can have on life outside the church. One of the 
goals that our professor, Dr. James Marriott, had 
for the course was to develop critical thinking skills 
as it relates to worship. Stated more specifically, 
Dr. Marriott wanted me to examine the setting of 
our church (Good Shepherd), and ask what rituals, 
practices and traditions were being used and the 
reason why they were used.  

Another key component of this course was to 
explore how the rituals and practices of worship 
help the participants to live out their faith on 
Monday through Saturday. This class also provided 
a survey of historical practices of the early church 

(first three or four centuries), changes that took 
place over time, the impact of Martin Luther and 
the reformation and more recent influences in the 
history of the United States and the Lutheran 
Church - Missouri Synod.  One of the insights I 
gained from the readings, discussions and writings 
were that there no one “correct” way to worship. 
God comes to us in our worship and generously 
gives us His grace, mercy and forgiveness. In 
response to His great love, we praise and thank 
Him and “practice” ways we can serve others. 
There is a dynamic interaction between our beliefs 
and the practices we demonstrate in worship and 
in many ways our practices, rituals and traditions 
help to shape, mold and reform our faith.   

The final project for this class is to plan four 
consecutive worship services. With the mentorship 
of Pastor Eilers and insights from our Cantor, Denes 
VanParys, I will be planning Palm Sunday, Maundy 
Thursday, Good Friday and Easter services. I look 
forward to learning and sharing with you as we 
grow in our faith and worship experiences 
together! I appreciate the experiences, wisdom 
and encouragement from Pastor and Denes and 
thank God for your prayers and support.  

 

 
 

 
 

Do You Know Who Your Elder Is? 
 

Zone Elder Names 

1 Norm Gerken (253-845-1521) Alber – Classen 

2 Joe Morton (253-473-5649) Cunningham – Jaech 

3 Wayne Boudreau (253-405-4904) Jindra – McMichael 

4 Julian Doyle (253-584-7244) Michelotti – Scott 

5 Tony Huset (253-753-3764) See - Zmuda 



 

 

 

President’s Corner 
 

 

February, the shortest month of the year, but 
packed with punch for the church year. While the 
first part of the month is pretty normal, it really 
begins with Ash Wednesday (February 17th). This is 
the beginning of Lent and a journey that leads us to 
the cross and resurrection of our Lord on Easter 
Sunday. Starting on Ash Wednesday and continuing 
each Wednesday thereafter until Holy Week, our 
midweek series will be “Christ on Trial.” It will 
culminate during Holy Week and Easter Sunday. You 
don’t want to miss this series. 
 

During our Lenten midweek services, we will record 
each service and email out links as well as post on 
the website. Those that do not use the internet, 
please let the office know and we will send you a CD 
audio recording of the service. We will have the 
midweek service each Wednesday at 1 pm. Ash 

Wednesday we will offer two options: a service at 1 
pm and a service at 6:30 pm. 
 

Please remember to bring the Care Net baby bottles 
in by February 14th. We would like to take them all at 
the same time, but we will accept any after February 
14th. 
 

Lastly, I would personally like to thank you all for 
your faithfulness in making sure we keep our doors 
open. Your generosity during 2020 with your 
offerings allowed us to pay all our bills for the year. 
Thank you for everyone’s effort in this area. It is very 
much appreciated. 
 

Remember, we don’t read minds. Ask the question, 
get the answer. See you Sunday and Wednesdays in 
Church! 

Blessings, 

Joe Morton
 

 

 

Welcome – Sharon Cantrill, New Church Secretary 

 
We are happy to announce that God has once 
again answered our prayers!    Sharon Cantrill has 
accepted the offer to serve as our church secretary. 
Sharon has been in various office leadership 
positions, including bookkeeper for “Kingdom Story 
Ministries,” administrative assistant at Peninsula 

Lutheran Church in Gig Harbor and teacher at 
Harbor Christian Schools.  
 
Sharon is a graduate of Pacific Lutheran University 
with a bachelor’s degree in Fine Arts and 
Communications. Sharon has extensive experiences 
in teaching drama and has served as Director of a 
Christian community theatre company called 
“Evergreen Performers.”  
  
We are excited that God has led Sharon to serve 
here at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church. We look 
forward to getting to know her in the coming 
months and appreciating her gifts of 
encouragement, faith, creativity and teachable 
spirit. Sharon will officially start on Monday 
February 1st and will have the opportunity to work 
alongside Valerie Rice for the month of February.   

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

    Preschool News  www.littlelambstacoma.com 

Sharing Christ, Feeding Lambs 
 

ol. 

 
 

 
This month of February is our health and hygiene 
month in the classroom. Our students will be 
learning about some of the healing miracles that 
Jesus performed like the story of the ten lepers, the 
paralytic man, Jairus’ daughter, and the parable of 
the Good Samaritan. The children will learn all of us 
can be helpers to another person in need. 

 

Our enrollment process for the 2021-2022 school 
year also begins in the month of February. Please 
check our website or contact the church office for 

preschool information. We are hoping to offer our 
four classes of 2, 3, and 4 year olds as well as our Jr. 
Kindergarten program. 

Thank you all for your continued prayer support. It is 
much appreciated and felt. We are grateful for the 
support of being able to offer a Christian preschool 
to families in our community. 
 

Serving our Savior,  

Bonnie Huset 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Lenten Devotions  

& Family Activity Calendar 

This Lenten season we are 
providing a resource for you and 
your family; the devotional 
material (by Concordia Publishing 

House) is called “RETURN TO THE LORD.” This 
devotion is based on the passage from Joel 2:13 
which says, “Return to the Lord your God, for He is 
gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and 
abounding in steadfast love; and He relents over 
disaster.” 

During this season of reflection and repentance, 
reading these devotions will enable you to hear 
how our Savior, Jesus, demonstrated and carried 

out God’s grace and mercy on our behalf. In 
addition to the devotional booklets there is a 
“Return to the Lord – Lent Family Calendar”. Each 
day has an activity you can do with your family and 
a bible verse to read and discuss as a family. If you 
don’t have any children or grandchildren at your 
house on a regular basis, you are encouraged to 
take an ACTIVITY CALENDAR and share it with 
neighbor or family member who could use the 
inspiration and encouragement!  

Devotional materials and family activity calendars 
will be available the Sunday before Ash Wednesday 
(Sunday February 14th)! 

http://www.littlelambstacoma.com/


 

 

Care Net Bottle Drive 

 

 

On Sunday January 17 we celebrated Sanctity of 
Life Sunday and recognized the ministry of Care 
Net and the efforts of our Quilter’s Group who 
have been busy preparing special quilts for the 
babies. These quilts were dropped off at Care Net 
and will be distributed to families in need through 
the Care Net organization. 

We also distributed “Baby Bottles” for a short-term 
fundraising drive to support Care Net of Puget 
Sound. Sue Tofflemire is coordinating the 
distribution and collection of the bottles (for 
putting coins and cash donations). The bottles are 
to be brought back to the church by February 14th! 

For your information…Care Net was Founded in 
1975, here is their mission and vision: 

Mission: Acknowledging that every human life 
begins at conception and is worthy of protection, 
Care Net offers compassion, hope, and help to 
anyone considering abortion by presenting them 
with realistic alternatives and Christ-centered 
support through our life-affirming network of 
pregnancy centers, churches, organizations, and 
individuals.  

Vision: Care Net envisions a culture where women 
and men faced with pregnancy decisions are 
transformed by the Gospel of Jesus Christ and 
empowered to choose life for their unborn children 
and abundant life for their families. 

For more information go to Care Net’s website at: 
www.care-net.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
Beloved Sisters in Christ, 
 

Continue in service to the Lord. Pray for 
those in need and give thanks for His many 
blessings! 
 

Please begin gathering items for the 
Seafarers Christmas Boxes. Think about 
socks, bars of soap, deodorant, etc. The 
more gathered now the less hurry in the 
fall. 
 

Quilts are still being made for Lutheran 
World Relief as well as for Care Net. Join in 
the fun anytime on Tuesday mornings! 
 

Lent is here again with Ash Wednesday on 
February 17th. Remember the reason for 
His great sacrifice! 
 

How very blessed we are! 
 

Love to all,  

Jane 
 

Women in Mission / Women’s Ministry 
 

http://www.care-net.org/


 

 

Planting Your New Spring Garden 

For the Garden of Your Daily Living 
 

 Plant Three Rows of Peas: 
1. Peace of Mind 

2. Peace of Heart 

3. Peace of Soul 

 
Plant Four Rows of Squash: 

1. Squash Gossip 

2. Squash Indifference 

3. Squash Grumbling 

4. Squash Selfishness 

 
Plant Four Rows of Lettuce: 

1. Lettuce Be Faithful 

2. Lettuce Be Kind 

3. Lettuce Be Patient 

4. Lettuce Love One Another 

 

No Garden is Complete without Turnips: 
1. Turnip For Meetings 

2. Turnip For Service 

3. Turnip to Help One Another 

 
To Conclude Our Garden We Must Have 
Thyme: 

1. Thyme For Each Other 

2. Thyme For Family 

3. Thyme For Friends 

 
Now, Water Freely with Patience  

and Cultivate with Love. 
There is much Fruit in Your Garden 

Because 
You Reap What You Sow. 

 

FEBRUARY 2021 
Date Time Reader Acolyte 

 

02-07-2021 
8:30 am 

Pastor Keith Eilers 
Matthew Boulé 

10:15 am Scout Elliot 

02-14-2021 
8:30 am Myra Baughman Tim Hall 

10:15 am Norm Gerken Zairik Doyle 

02-21-2021 
8:30 am Michelle Boulé Matthew Boulé 

10:15 am Bonnie Huset Logan Wilson 

02-28-2021 
8:30 am 

Vicar Joel Schuldheisz 
Tim Hall 

10:15 am Jaythan Monsees 
 


