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From the Pastor 

 

I’ve long been a fan of Lynn Johnston’s comic 
strip For Better or For Worse. In a recent series, 
Michael, the teenage son, is trying to help his 
friend Gordon gain enough confidence to ask a 
stunning beauty at their school out for a date. 
Gordon always chokes even over natural 
opportunities to speak with her. So, Michael 
suggests that Gordon practice his approach by 
engaging in conversation Tracey a girl in their 
class whose family are long-time friends with 
Gordon’s family. He practices his line about 
asking for a date and she accepts, for real. The 
date is a bit awkward and both Gordon and 
Tracey know this, but don’t want to hurt the 
other person’s feelings. When they finally are 
alone and talk, they both share their 
understanding of falling in love as “passion and 
romance and aching inside” or “It’s like you’re 
so crazy about someone you can’t stand it.” 
Tracey says, “With us, it’s all wrong Gordon” To 
which he replies, “Yeah--it’s too easy.” 
Meanwhile, this reader is hoping they come to 
see the goodness and the beauty of their 
relationship, which may be closer to real love 
than the passion and romance which they 
imagine.  

I think some of the same things can be said 
about developing a living relationship with God. 
We may be like Gordon, seeing the relationship 
others have with God, usually noting their 
exceptional experiences, so that we hope for 
something of the same. Could it be that we like 
Tracey and Gordon think this relationship has to  

 

 
be so deeply felt that it overpowers us. When 
more often it is a gradual and natural process of 
simply becoming familiar with each other. 
Growing up in a home where prayer and talk of 
God are habitual rather than unusual may not 
strike us as a model of a genuine relationship. 
Neither may those moments of stillness, 
whether in a worship service or catching our 
thoughts in the midst holiday hubbub. “Just 
reflecting a bit on the wonder and the blessing 
of it all,” we may think, nothing special. But it is 
in those moments that God’s Spirit, touches 
ours. In those moments when we are open to 
seeing the beauty and the exquisite nature of an 
ordinary experience. These experiences, I would 
say, are longer lasting, because they are so 
closely connected to our lives, more so than 
those brief but spectacular moments which 
border on the miraculous. God sometimes 
moves in mysterious ways, and like angels 
appearing to shepherds in the field, we 
sometimes find ourselves experiencing 
something which we scarcely understand. I 
hope that all of us might have a few of these 
overwhelming moments. But what really serves 
us well in the long run, are those daily habits 
such as prayer and devotional study, which are 
the living out of a relationship. Just as a 
friendship or a marriage deepens through the 
ordinary living of it, so does our friendship with 
God. And as Gordon put it, “Yeah, it’s too easy.” 

Pastor Eilers 
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Reflections from Vicar Schuldheisz 
A couple of months ago I started a new devotional 
practice; each morning I take time to read, reflect 
and pray through a book called the “Treasury of 
Daily Prayer”, Scot Kinnaman, editor, Concordia 
Publishing House (2008). This book contains a daily 
psalm, an Old Testament reading, a New 
Testament reading, a writing from one of the 
church fathers, a hymn verse and prayer. This book 
also contains several additional resources like 
Luther’s Small Catechism, and other services of 
prayer and meditation (Matins, Vespers, Evening 
Prayer, Compline, etc.). This has been a great way 
to reconnect with the rhythm of the church year. 

I would like to share this longer quote from the 
Treasury of Daily prayer regarding the church year 
and the season of Epiphany. 

“The life of the Church is centered around the 
Church’s worship. As Christians gather for worship 
they do so with a strong sense of time and history. 
Humans have always been time conscious. Light 
and darkness regulate our days. Daily life is ordered 
by the activities of work and rest. Seasons change 
in a regular way from times of growth to times of 
death. God has established this consciousness. 
Genesis 1 shows us the centrality of time which 
God created when He instituted evening 
and…morning, the first day (Treasury of Daily 
Prayer – page 7)” and all the other days of the 
week. 

As Christians we set aside Sunday as a day to honor 
God and praise Him for His abundant grace and 
mercy. What a privilege to come to Good Shepherd 

Lutheran Church and receive His forgiveness and 
reassurance that He is with us. We come to 
worship to receive His love so that we can more 
effectively and more vibrantly love our 
“neighbors”. Just like learning in a classroom isn’t a 
passive activity, worship in God’s house is about 
reconnecting with other believers around His Word 
and Sacraments and engaging in the process of “re-
forming” our lives to His way. 

We are transitioning from the season of Christmas 
to Epiphany. The season of Epiphany begins with 
evening prayer on January 5th, with the Feast of 
Epiphany being celebrated on Wednesday, January 
6th. This year the Epiphany service will be pre-
recorded and sent out on January 6th. 

“Epiphany is one of the oldest seasons in the 
Christian Church Year, second only to the season of 
Easter. This season of lights emphasizes Jesus’ 
manifestation (Greek word = epiphaneia) as God 
and man. The earliest Christians called the feast of 
Epiphany the Theophany (“revelation of God”). 
When the Gentile Magi come to worship Jesus, 
they show that everyone now has access to God. 
Now all people, Jews and Gentiles, can come to 
God’s temple to worship, because Jesus is the new 
temple: God in the flesh (Treasury of Daily Prayer, 
page 9).” 

May God bless you and your families in this season 
of Epiphany, may His light shine in your hearts so 
brightly and intensely that others may be drawn to 
His light and truth! 

   

Vicar Joel 

 



 
 

Specific Ministry Program (SMP) Update 
The current class I’m take online through Concordia 
Seminary in St. Louis is focusing on worship. In this 
class we will be studying the basic components of 
Lutheran worship and reading historical writings 
and current studies of worship. Currently, we are 
reading a book called, “You Are what you LOVE” by 
James K.A. Smith. One of Smith’s major theses in 
his book is that we are more than “thinking” 
beings; we have feelings, desires and love. The 
actions that we take and repeat are many times 
centered around doing the things we love. Smith 
calls these habits “liturgies”; we can have cultural 
practices (liturgies), like shopping or hiking or 
traveling, that can easily lead us away from God’s 

path. Liturgies of the church are a way to “re-form” 
our habits and “re-calibrate” our sense of direction. 

This book is just one of several books, articles and 
essays we will be studying during this course. As 
part of this class I will be required to write some 
worship services. With the mentorship of Pastor 
Eilers and insights from our Cantor, Denes 
VanParys, I look forward to learning and sharing 
with you more as we grow in our worship lives 
together over the next couple of months! 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

President’s Corner 
 

 

Where did the year go? The past year was full of 
many challenges that we as a people and we as a 
church have never faced. Even during the pandemic, 
we as a church have been faithful to our Lord. We 
continued to preach the good news of Jesus Christ. It 
was done in worship and on line. Although our 
offerings dropped, we were able to pay all our bills 
and salaries as they came due, thanks to all of you 
and your faithfulness. 
 
Now we enter into 2021. We don’t know what the 
year will bring, but we do know we will continue to 
bring the Gospel of Jesus to all. As in the past, the 
new year will bring its own challenges and we will 
get through it with Jesus’s help and as He stands 
beside us. 
 

January starts with Epiphany. Due to COVID, this will 
be done online via YouTube videos. The next event 
will be Sanctity of Life Sunday on January 17th. This 
will support our Local Care-Net Programs (formerly 
Crisis Pregnancy Center). One of the best parts of 
January is the days start to get longer. As we see 
more light each day, let us remember that Jesus is 
the Light. Let’s focus on Him! 
 
Do you have a question? As it. Your church 
leadership is here to serve you. 
 
 
 

See you in church 
Joe Morton

 
 



 
 

Care Net Sunday – January 17 

On Sunday January 17 we will be 
recognizing and supporting the 
efforts of Care Net. Our Quilter’s Group 
have been busy preparing special quilts for the 
babies. These quilts will be on display in church and 
we will be having a special prayer of blessing for 
the warmth and love they will bring to the families 
and children in Pierce and King Counties. 

We will also be distributing “Baby Bottles” for a 
short-term fund raising efforts to support the 
ministry and efforts of Care Net. Sue Tofflemire has 
agreed to help coordinate the distribution and 
collection of the bottles (for putting coins and cash 
donations). More details will be shared in church 
on Sunday January 17th. 

For your information…Care Net was Founded in 
1975, as nonprofit organization that empowers 
women and men considering abortion to choose 

life for their unborn children and find abundant life 
in Christ. 

Mission: Acknowledging that every human life 
begins at conception and is worthy of protection, 
Care Net offers compassion, hope, and help to 
anyone considering abortion by presenting them 
with realistic alternatives and Christ-centered 
support through our life-affirming network of 
pregnancy centers, churches, organizations, and 
individuals.  

Vision: Care Net envisions a culture where women 
and men faced with pregnancy decisions are 
transformed by the Gospel of Jesus Christ and 
empowered to choose life for their unborn children 
and abundant life for their families. 

For more information go to Care Net’s website at: 
www.care-net.org 

 
 

Updating the Church Directory
Thank you to Angela Doyle and Valerie Rice for 
their efforts in taking photos, editing, collating and 
compiling an updated photo directory. The goal is 
to have the directory available in mid-January. We 
would like to be able to update this directory more 
regularly (every 4-6 months) so we can include new 
members and other updated information. If you 

have not had your picture taken please contact 
Vicar Joel Schuldheisz 
(vicarjoel@goodshepherdluth.com or call: (503) 
572-9733 to schedule a date before January 10th. If 
you would like to submit a personal photo, please 
send it as an email attachment to Valerie Rice 
(valerie@goodshepherdluth.com

 
 
 

 

Thank you to the congregation of Good Shepherd for the many expressions of appreciation 
and love, cards, and gifts this Christmas season! We all appreciate your generosity and 
thoughtfulness very much. 

Pastor Eilers, Vicar Joel, Denes Van Parys, Bonnie Huset, Melika Mindemann, Valerie Rice 

 



 
 

 
 

A few activities at Good Shepherd during December 
 

  
 Decorating the Christmas Tree Project Christmas  
 Ready to hand out food and gifts! 
 
 
 

 
150 Christmas Boxes for the Seafarers Center, 

packed, wrapped, and ready for delivery! 



 
 

 

 
 

Suggested Readings for January 2021 
 

 Jan. 3 Second Sunday a. 
Christmas 1 Kings 3:4–15 Psalm 119: 

97–104 Eph. 1:3–14 Luke 2:40–52 

EPIPHANY Jan. 6 Epiphany Is. 60:1–6 Psalm 72:1–11 
(12–15) Eph. 3:1–12 Matt. 2:1–12 

 Jan. 10 The Baptism of  
Our Lord Gen. 1:1–5 Psalm 29 Rom. 6:1–11 Mark 1:4–11 

 Jan. 17 Second S. a. the 
Epiphany 

1 Sam. 3:1–10  
(11–20) Psalm 139:1–10 1 Cor. 6:12–20 John 1:43–51 

 Jan. 24 Third S. a. the  
Epiphany Jonah 3:1–5, 10 Psalm 62 1 Cor. 7:29–31 

(32–35) Mark 1:14–20 

 Jan. 31 Fourth S. a. the 
Epiphany Deut. 18:15–20 Psalm 111 1 Cor. 8:1–13 Mark 1:21–28 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

    Preschool News  www.littlelambstacoma.com 

Sharing Christ, Feeding Lambs 
 

ol. 

 
 

 
Happy New Year. We look forward to continuing our 
ministry and working with young children. Thank you 
for the tremendous congregational support. Your 
love is felt and is appreciated. 

In December we, along with about fifteen youth 
from Concordia Christian Academy removed all the 
rubber tiles from our playground area, then scraped 
off the glue and cleaned each tile. During this month 
the tiles will be professionally installed with a border 
to help keep the tiles in place. This work was / is 
necessary as the gaps were reaching two inches and 
becoming dangerous for small feet. Please pray the 
reinstallation will go well and our playground will be 
safe for many years to come. 

We have finished a major hurdle with our National 
Lutheran Schools Accreditation process. Now we 
focus on details and minor tasks as we look toward 
March for our site visit. Many, many thanks to our 
accreditation team members: Vicar Joel, Pastor 
Eilers, Joe & Jean Morton, Angela Doyle, Mary 

Schuldheisz, Tammy Boudreau, Melika Mindemann, 
and Bonnie Huset. Every single person donated 
hours of time to help with physical tasks as well as a 
lot of documentation and writing / typing of 
information that the district NLSA committee 
needed. 

Inside the classroom in January our Bible stories will 
focus on the early years of Jesus’ life and ministry. 
We will talk about the calling of the disciples and 
how Jesus welcomed children. For our students we 
emphasize that all of us are Christ’s disciples – no 
matter how old or young we are. We can share the 
love of Jesus with others. 
 

Serving our Savior,  
Bonnie Huset 

 
P.S. We do have a few 2021 calendars left if anyone 
is interested. Please contact the church office. Thank 
you. 

  

 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Greetings Sisters in Christ, 
 

his new year, 2021, comes to us with joy in 
our Savior. How very blessed we are! 
 

This year we continue Tuesday Bible Study 
and Lutheran World Relief Quilting. We are 
also planning once again for the Tacoma 
Seafarers Christmas boxes. Thanks to all 
who helped, donated, and prayed as we 
delivered 150 Christmas Boxes on 
December 5th. We were blessed by a $250 
Thrivent Action grant to help cover 
expenses. 

 

LWML Convention June 24-27, 2021 will be 
held in Lexington, Kentucky. See the 
special section in the Winter 2020 
Quarterly. This would really be wonderful 
to attend. 
 

Please remember Mites. Place them in the 
box on the table in the narthex.  
 

Serving the Lord with Gladness! 
Jane 

 
PREPARING 150 CHRISTMAS BOXES FOR THE SEAFARERS CENTER! THANK YOU TO ALL WHO HELPED! 

 
 

          
 

 

Women in Mission / Women’s Ministry 
 



 
 

 


