
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 

 

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH 
140 East 56th Street, Tacoma, WA 98404   Phone: 253-473-4848 

www.goodshepherdluth.com 

 

 
 
 

  
November 2020

 

 

From the Pastor 
 

 
     Allow me to quote a poem by Mary Oliver as 
my starting point. 
 

      Sometimes I spend all day trying to 
count the leaves of a single tree.  To do 
this I have to climb branch by branch 
and write down the numbers in a little 
book.   So I suppose, from their point of 
view, it’s reasonable that my friends 
say: what foolishness!  She’s got her 
head in the clouds again. 
 
     But it’s not.  Of course I have to give 
up, but by then I’m half crazy with the 
wonder of it—the abundance of the 
leaves, the quietness of the branches 
the hopelessness of my effort.  And I am 
in that delicious and important place, 
roaring with laughter, full of earth-
praise. 
 

     Mary Oliver knows in a down-to-earth way 
the meaning of stewardship.  It’s less about 
tithes, and support of worthy causes, and more 
about measurement of abundance.   It’s less 
about the grimace of sacrifice and more about 
laughter and praise.  
 
     Stewardship in congregational life, often 
comes across as a spiritual add-on to a 
proposed budget.   These are our anticipated 
expenses for the coming year, this is how you 
can support the Lord’s work.  It can come across 
as more of a transaction on a ledger, than a 
movement of the heart.   Accountants may  

 

 
sense something of the emotion in such 
transactions, but for most of us it’s just numbers.   
The reality of paying the bills is something we all 
face and often dread.   It is a day of reckoning, a 
“counting the cost” and it sometimes means we 
have to tighten our belts and live with less.   So such 
tasks are approached with many an anxious 
thought.   But that is the field upon which faith 
shows its strength.  

 
    I remember a young couple I married, who in their 
early marriage had to measure out nearly every 
penny.   But I also remember their faces when they 
told me how at the end of each month after they 
had paid their bills, and had a little left over, they 
would celebrate by going out for ice cream.  I envied 
their joy, and their enthusiasm for sharing how they 
relished that ice cream.  They had some of that 
laughter of which Mary Oliver spoke. 
 
    This, I think is the starting point and heart of good 
stewardship.  It is closely tied to an 
acknowledgement that as God has blessed, we will 
both receive those blessings with glad and joyful 
hearts and trust God to provide.  It is out of that 
faith and a sense of abundance that we consider the 
many needs that come to our attention.   We give as 
we are able.  And big a part of that “ableness” is a 
joy and trust in God.   People who practice 
stewardship will be able to tell you stories of times 
when they gave, not out of a surplus in the ledge but 
out of faith that the Lord would provide.   They will 
often smile when they tell how it worked out beyond 
what they thought.   And sometimes they will even 
laugh out loud. 
 

GOOD SHEPHERD NEWS 

Pastor Eilers 



 
 

 

Reflections from Vicar Schuldheisz 
One of the more practical results of the Reformation came from Martin Luther’s focus on the Word of God 
and how he could get the Bible into the hands of the everyday parishioner. The combination of Luther’s 
translation of the Bible into German, the common language of the people, and the immergence of the printing 
press catapulted Germany and much of Europe into a literacy blitz. Between 1517 and 1530 over 10,000 
publications and over 10 million copies were produced; to the German Bible, the Small Catechism (for children 
and families) and the Large Catechism (for Pastors) were the most popular publications. The presence of the 
printing press and development of new ideas in the reformation resulted in what many historians have called 
a “media revolution.” 
 

 
Martin Luther’s 1934 Bible translated into German 

 
Today, with the presence of the internet and social media, and we are experiencing another “media 
transformation.” With the vast and changing amount of information available to people at their fingertips it is 
difficult to stay up with the content and even more challenging to discern the truth from lies. 
 

What hasn’t changed is God’s Word! God’s word is a “lamp to my feet and a light for my path (Psalm 
119:105).” Earlier in Psalm 119 the Psalmist asks, “How can a young man keep his way pure (Psalm 119:9)?” To 
paraphrase and personalize this question I would ask, “How can we, members of Good Shepherd Lutheran 
Church, continue to grow in our faith and stay on God’s path?” Let’s look at what the psalmist had to say: 
 Verse 9 – GUARD your heart and mind according to the word 
 Verse 10 – SEEK after the word; reread the commandments 
 Verse 11 – STORE up the word (memorize it) in your heart 
 Verse 12 – TEACH the word to others (it’s amazing what you learn when you teach) 
 Verse 13 – DECLARE the word – tell others about it, talk about it whenever you can 
 Verse 14 – DELIGHT in studying God’s word 
 Verse 15 – MEDITATE, reflect and pray that God’s word impacts your life!  
  

Heavenly Father, we thank you for your precious word and the opportunity to grow in your grace through 
reading, studying and applying your Word to our lives. Teach us to love your Word more fervently and willingly 
read and reread it like we would a letter from a cherished friend or family member. Guide me by your word 
that I may stay on your path! 
 

May God continue to richly bless you with discpline of daily reading, reflecting and praying through God’s 
word! 

Vicar Joel 



 
 

 
Specific Ministry Program (SMP) Update 
One of the recent assignments in the course I’m taking (PRA 411 – Introduction to Pastoral Ministry) was to 
look at the scriptural and church writings related to the qualities, characteristics and duties of a pastor. Pastor 
Eilers and I were asked to read, discuss and reflect upon the following poem a “Sermon to Himself” by Dietrich 
Vorwerk: 
 
A pastor must be, Altogether great and small; A mind refined as a prince, Plain and simple as lowly servant; A 
champion, who has self-control, A man, who has wrestled with God; A spring of holy living; A sinner, forgiven 
by God; A master of his own desires, A servant of the weak and frightened; Bowing to no greatness, Humbling 
himself to the lowest; A student before his teachers; A leader in the spiritual war; A beggar with pleading 
hands, A herald with golden gifts; A man in a state of war, A woman on her death bed; Venerable in 
appearance, Child-like in faith; Aspiring to the greatest, Noticing the smallest; In tune with joy, Seasoned in 
suffering, Distant from envy; Clear in thought; True in speech; Friend of peace, Foe of idleness; Confident as 
can be…Entirely different than me! AMEN 
 
One of the key elements we noted is this poem was that of humility and following Christ’s example of being a 
servant leader. “At every stage of our Christian development and every sphere of Christian discipleship, pride  
is our greatest enemy and humility our greatest friend (John Stott, “Alive in God”, p. 119).” We are all 
simultaneously a forgiven “Saint” and yet a perpetual “Sinner” and need God’s grace and mercy each day. Just 
like Christ humbled Himself and became a servant, we too must seek to put the interests of others ahead of 
our own. We compared the list of qualifications that Paul listed for young pastor Timothy (in I Timothy 3:1-8) 
with the qualities identified by Dietrich Vorwerk. The following is a side by side comparison that highlights the 
common themes of these two authors: 
 

PAUL’S QUALITIES   DIETRICH’S QUALITIES 
Above reproach    Master of own desires 
Sober minded   Clear in thought 
Self-controlled   Master of own desires; A champion, who has self-control 
Able to teach   Leader in spiritual war 
Gentle    Lowly servant; Humbling himself to the lowest 
Not quarrelsome   Friend of peace 
Not puffed up/conceited  Humbling himself to the lowest; small; noticing the smallest 
Not new convert   Wrestled with God; Child-like faith 

 
Being a pastor of a church is not a job that can be done well under the pastor's power alone. Every pastor 
relies heavily on God's grace, guidance, strength and peace as they live into their call share His Word, 
administer the sacraments and be the hands and feet of Christ in their communities. I would add that I covet 
your prayers and deeply appreciate your support in this spiritual journey. Here are some ways you can pray for 
your pastor, vicar, preschool teachers and other church workers: 

• Continued growth in faith and deepening joy in our Spiritual walk by relying on and trusting God more  
• Time management and work-life balance with respect to our families 
• Clarity in teaching and preaching God’s word 
• Strength, endurance, and perseverance 
• Vision (seeking God’s perspectives), Leadership and Decision-making 
• Health, fulfillment, peace, and hope 

Thank you for your support and encouragement on this journey! 



 
 

 

 

SUMMARY OF THE CHURCH LEADERSHIP RETREAT 
On October 17th 14 church leaders attended a “Leadership Retreat” held at Urban Grace Church in downtown 
Tacoma; Pastor Eilers and Vicar Schuldheisz served as facilitators of the gathering. The primary goals of the 
retreat were to: 

• Spend time together in God’s word  
• Create deeper connections and relationships with each other 
• Explore the “Uncharted Territory” of the future of our church 

Pastor Eilers led a bible study and prayer time focusing on the different journeys found in the bible. For a 
majority of the retreat your leaders discussed questions and ideas presented in Tod Bolsinger’s book, 
“Canoeing the Mountains – Christian Leadership in Uncharted Territory.” Bolsinger used the historic Lewis & 
Clark exploration trip as a metaphor for leadership in the church. The leadership demonstrated by Lewis & 
Clark, the “Corp of Discovery” as a model of collaboration, their focused on their mission, how they were able 
to adapt to new challenges and how they came together to accomplish their goals were some of the common 
themes discussed and applied to Good Shepherd Lutheran Church.  

      

Here is a key quote from Bolsinger’s book and the type of questions that we “wrestled” with: 

“But they didn’t (turn back). At that moment, without even discussing it, Meriwether Lewis simply proceeded 
on. In so doing he offers us some ways of considering our own adaptive moments and the capacities we need. 
For church leaders, moments of disequilibrium like Lewis and his party faced at the top of the Continental 
Divide certainly bring our own motivations into focus:  

• Why do we exist as a congregation, institution or organization? 
• What purposes and principles must we protect as central to our identity? 
• What are we willing to let go of so the mission will continue? (p.94-95)”  

 

 

 



 
 

 

The group focused on ways that we as church leaders need to adapt as we move into uncharted territory and 
partnership that we can consider (like Sacagawea and Toby) who helped them to navigate the perilous Rocky 
Mountains. In order to survive their journey, Lewis & Clark had to leave somethings behind (outdated canoes). 
Without compromising our doctrine and core values, there may be some things that we need to adapt to and 
change as well. Also, like the “Corp of Discovery,” the leadership of Good Shepherd is committed to navigating 
the path forward together as a congregation. We are dedicated to keeping God’s word and sacraments as the 
central ethos of our church and are devoted to continuing to grow as we move forward. 

One of the key thoughts that came out of the retreat was the need to clarify our mission and vision 
statements. Furthermore, the development of a strategy and setting some goals for the short-term and long-
term will help us to come together and focus on the opportunities that God has in store for us. Here is a 
beginning list of opportunities that the leadership will continue to discus and prioritize; this is not a finalized 
list but a starting point for conversation, reflection and input:  

• Seek ways to be more involved with our community involvement (focus on needs of those in our 
community) 

• Continue to provide the free meal; explore partnerships with other churches and agencies serving free 
meals  

• Consider expanding Operation Thanksgiving to another meal each week or other resources (food 
pantry, clothes, etc.) 

• Continue to provide fellowship opportunities and explore other fellowship opportunities (retreats, 
counseling, recreation, other) 

• Tap into our great potential in our music and possible drama ministry 
• Bolster our support and ability to grow the Little Lambs Preschool 
• Develop a strategic plan for use of our land, existing and future buildings 
• Strengthen our partnership with Concordia Christian Academy; develop strategy to connect with 

families that do not have a church home 
• Explore youth “kids camp” program (summer program of sports, technology, music and the gospel) 
• Consider movement and physical activity classes for older people to assist with maintaining their 

functional activities of daily living 
• Convene an evangelism committee and develop an evangelism strategy 
• Consider joining World Vision to help us make connections with people in our community 
• Increase focus and allocation of resources for youth, VBS, and education 
• Increase the choir and music ensemble presence in worship 

The Church Council, Elders and other leadership will continue to discuss these opportunities as well as how we 
can clarify our mission, vision and goals for the future. It is the intention of the leadership to include the 
congregation at key points for input, refinement and clarification. Vicar Schuldheisz led a closing devotion on 
Psalm 20 and prayer for trust in God as we journey on this path together for His glory and honor! 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
President’s Corner 
 

 

It's November already and where has the year 
gone.  I would like to focus on upcoming events 
happening this month: On November 1st, It's All 
Saints Sunday.  This is when we remember those 
saint who have passed in the last year. 
On November 3rd, it's election day and we all need 
to cast our ballot and do our civic duty.  This 
becomes important as we would like our voice to be 
heard.  November 11th, is Veterans’ Day.  We 
remember those who have fought for our country 
and those serving now.  Should you get a chance, 
thank a veteran for their service.  Whether they 
served a short period or retired from the military, 
they deserve our thanks.  On November 26th, we 
celebrate Thanksgiving.  A day to thank God for the 
many blessings he has bestowed on us.  We will have 
a Thanksgiving Eve Service, at 6:30 pm on 
November 25th. 
 
November is also a time we do a recommitment to 
God with Stewardship Sunday.  While most will say 
"oh no here we go again", I would like to focus on 
the other parts of Stewardship. The time and talent 
parts.  All of us have some extra time in our week. 
Sometimes an hour or two make a difference in 
whether a job gets done or not.  If you have the 
time, someone could us your help with a project 
around the church.  Make yourself known to the 
office and someone will get with you as your time 
allows. As for talent, we all have a talent that needs 
to be utilized.  Whether it be carpentry or 

bookkeeping or vacuuming, there are many jobs 
around the church to be done.  We aren't asking you 
to do something your uncomfortable with, but 
something you like to do. 
 
There are many areas to get involved with.  The list 
goes from quilting to cooking to fixing things.  Yes 
there are some areas we need to hire out, but the 
majority can be done by those of in the church. 
 
A pre-warning, December brings with it our annual 
voters meeting.  This is your first notice of this 
important event.  everyone should attend.  This is 
the time we elect officers and vote on our budget for 
2021.   
 
As usual, we the church leaders want to hear from 
you the congregation about any concerns you may 
have.  Covid has disrupted our lives but it doesn't 
need to disrupt our church and the worship to our 
God.  He wants you in church as much as possible 
and so do we.  We just want you to be safe while 
your here.  We continue to clean after each service 
and do the little things to make you safe while you 
worship.  Glory be to God that we can meet and 
worship Him.  See you in church this Sunday 
 

Serving Him, 
Joe Morton

 

 
 
 
UPDATING THE CHURCH DIRECTORY 
HAVE YOU EVER RECEIVED A PHOTOGRAPH FROM A POLICE CAMERA? We promise not to make you feel guilty 
or embarrassed, however, it has been several years since we have updated our church directory. Angela Doyle 
has agreed to arrange for your picture to be taken after the 8:30 and 10:15am services in the narthex on 
Sunday November 1st (All Saints Day). Please plan on getting your individual or family photo taken then. If 
you’re unable to attend either of those services, please contact the church office and we’ll set up an 
alternative plan for getting your picture included in the updated directory. 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

    Preschool News  www.littlelambstacoma.com 

Sharing Christ, Feeding Lambs 
 

ol. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Thank you all for the prayers for our very special ‘Little Lambs’ this year. We hope the October Preschool 
Sunday warmed your heart as well as enlivened your spirit to continue to pray for our preschool and all 
involved. 

This month our preschool is offering 2021 calendars for $10.00 each. The photographs are all taken from the 
people associated with Good Shepherd and highlight God’s beautiful work in the Northwest. Calendars will be 
pre-sold, printed, and then given out the following Sunday throughout November. Please see us in the 
narthex, with social distancing, and we will be happy to assist you. 

Our Bible stories for the month of November include Jonah, three men standing, Naaman is healed, and 
Thanksgiving as an overall theme. We have a lot we can thank God for in our lives. Vicar Joel and Pastor Eilers 
take turns once a week telling the story with the students. For even this small act we give thanks to God for 
their willingness to share. 

Finally, we say thank you to all the people who direct their Thrivent Choice Dollars to The Good Shepherd’s 
Little Lambs Preschool. We are indeed blessed by these donations. These donations go directly into our 
scholarship fund for students in need. 

We sincerely appreciate all the love, care, encouragement, prayers, and donations given by so many people. 
Our preschool runs smoother because we feel your prayers and support. It is truly a blessing to be working in 
this environment, guided by God’s loving hand. 
 

Serving our Savior,  
Bonnie Huset 



 
 

  
 

 
 
 

Suggested Readings for November 2020 
 

Season Date Festival First Reading Epistle Gospel 

 Nov. 1 All Saints' Day 
(Nov. 1) Rev. 7:(2–8) 9–17 Phil. 3:13-21  Matt. 5:1–12 

Pentecost Nov. 8 
(Proper 27) 

Twenty-third 
S. a. Pentecost  Amos 5:18–24   Phil. 4:8-14 Matt. 25:1–13 

 Nov. 15 
(Proper 28) 

Twenty-fourth 
S. a. Pentecost Zeph. 1:7–16 Phil. 4:15-23 Matt. 25:14–30 

 Nov. 22 
(Proper 29) 

Last S. of the  
Church Year Ezek. 34:11–16, 20–24 I Cor. 15:20–28 Matt. 25:31–46 

ADVENT Nov. 29 First S. in Advent Is. 64:1–9 1 Cor. 1:3-9 Mark 13:24–37 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

November greetings to all! How very blessed we are by our Perfect God! November brings the end of Daylight 
Savings time on the 8th, packing and wrapping 150 Christmas boxes on November  21st and Thanksgiving on 
the 26th. 
 

Please remember Mites and items for Christmas boxes with thankfulness! 
 

Are you a Thrivent member? Vote in the Thrivent election before November 20th.  
 

The Little White Church at Elbe is continuing their mission. What joy to visit there. 
 

Have you done the Bible Study – “Inspired to Share His story” on page 16 of the Fall Lutheran Women’s 
Quarterly? 

All Praise and Thanks to Him Jane 

 

Do You Know Who Your Elder Is? 
 

Zone Elder Names 
1 Norm Gerken (253-845-1521) Alber – Classen 
2 Joe Morton (253-473-5649) Cunningham – Jaech 
3 Wayne Boudreau (253-405-4904) Jindra – McMichael 
4 Julian Doyle (253-584-7244) Michelotti – Scott 
5 Tony Huset (253-753-3764) See - Zmuda 

 
 

Women in Mission / Women’s Ministry 
 


