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From the Pastor 
 

     In preparation for the leadership retreat this 
month I’m dusting off a book from my library 
which I once began but had not read.    It’s 
called Canoeing the Mountains.   The title alone 
had intrigued me but when I learned that it 
referred to the Lewis and Clark Expedition for 
examples which can apply to Christian 
leadership, I was interested.  Years before, after 
reading Stephen Ambrose’s Undaunted 
Courage, I too had seen possible connections 
between that expedition and the Christian life.    
      One example is how the expedition is always 
referred to as the Lewis and Clark expedition, 
never the Lewis expedition. This had been 
Meriweather Lewis’ intention when he wrote 
his good friend and senior officer from their 
military days, William Clark asking him to come 
on as a co-leader.   But President Jefferson did 
not agree to his request, as Clark had left the 
military.  He wanted a single commander.  Lewis 
however from the very beginning treated Clark 
as his equal, and in the minds of all the men 
who signed on there was no doubt that they 
were co-leaders.   By the time they reached the 
Rocky Mountains and faced the unanticipated 
challenges of that terrain, it was clear the men 
completely trusted their captains and each 
other.  In the words of Bolsinger “This cadre of 
men had become a corps.   
        While Good Shepherd congregation has had 
pastoral teams in the past, it has been awhile.  
As Joel and I begin our pastoral team ministry it 

 is our hope that the congregation will benefit from 
having two leaders.  As Bolsinger writes, “Of all the 
landmark discoveries and mental-model 
reorientations that resulted from the Lewis and Clark 
discoveries, perhaps the most overlooked is their 
incredibly effective model of a leadership 
partnership.  Fully two hundred years after the 
expedition, perhaps nothing is more radical than the 
notion that partnership and friendship is a 
requirement for leading into uncharted territory.”   
         But it is not just a single friendship between 
two leaders, but how that model of friendship can  
develop between members of the group, so that 
they too learn to trust and rely upon each other.      
It is not by chance that in the sermons for the next 
month we will be taking an extended look at the 
letter to the Philippians.  It is obvious that there is a 
close friendship between Paul and the people of the 
Philippian church.  Not just in good will but in 
demonstrated actions of concern.   Paul also draws 
out the similarities between the troubles he is 
facing and the opposition the Philippians are 
enduring.  For both of them this is uncharted 
territory, although Paul seems to have experienced 
more of this.   He knows that if they are to make it 
through, they will need to become a corps.  That is, 
they will need to rely on each other, and trust each 
other, just as they had come to trust Paul as he 
taught them to trust Christ.   Good examples for us 
to learn from as we begin this phase of our journey 
together.  

 

 
 

 

GOOD SHEPHERD NEWS 

Pastor Eilers 



 
 

Reflections from Vicar Schuldheisz 
 
My parents were very insistent that my siblings and 
I received a solid Christian education. In addition to 
daily devotions at our home, confirmation classes 
and Sunday School classes we were blessed with 
the opportunity to attend Lutheran grade schools, 
high schools and Concordia Universities. At age 13 
my parents made the commitment to send me to 
Concordia Lutheran High School in Portland, 
Oregon. My parents lived 60 miles away in Hood 
River, Oregon, where my father was a pastor at 
Immanuel Lutheran Church near downtown Hood 
River. It was quite an adjustment learning to live on 
my own at such a young age, however, with great 
mentorship from the siblings and older students 
and influential role models like teachers and 
coaches I thrived in this environment. Living 
independently (well not really with 75 high school 
boys) and making decisions on how to use my time 
taught me critical lessons of time management and 
discipline. I remember my mother saying to me 
when they dropped me off at the dormitory, “Just 
because you’re going to a Christian school that has 
religion classes and chapel, you can’t let your guard 
down…the devil will be working overtime on you!” 
She also introduced me to the daily discipline of 
prayer and reading God’s word; she shared a 
subscription to a devotional book that I still utilize 
to this day. Throughout college and into my 
teaching career I continued with those daily 
devotions from “Our Daily Bread”; somewhere in 

my early years of teaching I added the discipline of 
prayer journaling. I would often illustrate the key 
part of the passage and then write a short journal 
entry about the significance or application of that 
passage. It was kind of like a personalized version 
of illustrating the text that the “Good News for 
Modern Man” Bible used (1970’s edition of the NT 
that had stick figure illustrations). 
 
Here’s an example…Recently I read Deuteronomy 
6:4-6 
“Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. 
You shall love the Lord your God with ALL your 
heart and ALL your soul and with ALL your might. 
And these words I command you today shall be on 
your heart.” 
 
Here’s my prayer and illustrations I drew in my 
journal that day (see pictures and word below). 
 
Lord, forgive me when I wander like the Israelites 
in the Old Testament and stray from your 
commandments. Send you Holy Spirit to guide me 
in your ways that I might love and honor you with 
my whole heart. May my thoughts, words and 
actions today not be a half-hearted effort, but may 
I love you with all my heart, soul, and might! 
Amen!!! 
 

 Vicar Joel 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HEARTED  

 

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE TIMES: 
8:30 am and 10:15 am 

(please note the time change for the second service) 
 



 
 

Specific Ministry Program (SMP) Update 
The SMP fall cohort includes 21 men from around 
the country. There are several people who have 
been Lutheran School teachers or principals, 
Directors of Christian Education (DCE), church 
elders, retired military, and even three retired 
college professors.  The cohort has been divided 
into two different sections with 10 students in one 
class and 11 in the other. We meet on-line once a 
week on Monday afternoons from 4:00-6:00pm 
using the software “Adobe Connect”. We also have 
a discussions (online) throughout the week where 
we post questions and responses to the readings 
and give scenarios from our own churches. The 
goal is to apply some of the course work to our 

individual congregations. Some of the readings we 
focused on last week revolved around the 
formation of the early Christian church. Jesus 
started the church by calling the 12 disciples to 
journey with Him during His earthly ministry. 
Following Jesus’ death, resurrection and ascension, 
the early church continued to grow and other men 
were recruited as “elders” or “overseers” in newly 
established churches. The concept of Shepherds 
(Latin for shepherd is pastor) emerged as a person 
who would lead the church in worship around 
God’s word and His sacraments. Martin Luther 
added that the church of God is found wherever 
the word and sacraments are present!  

 

 

LEADERSHIP RETREAT – Saturday October 17 
Historic First Baptist Church (now known as Urban Grace Church) in downtown Tacoma, will be the site of this 
year’s fall Leadership Retreat. The goal of this retreat is to: 
 
• Provide an opportunity for leaders of Good Shepherd to connect and build relationships for more 

effective communication and collaboration 
• Engage the leadership of the congregation in a spiritual growth, fellowship and leadership development 
• Look for ways to be more effective and efficient in our service to the church and community 
• Review current programs and set priorities and goals for initiatives for the future 

Please pray for the Holy Spirit to guide, direct, and inspire these leaders as they seek plan for the future of 
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church and Little Lambs Preschool. 

 
Suggested Readings for October 2020 

 

Season Date Festival First Reading Epistle Gospel 

Pentecost Oct. 4 
(Proper 22) 

Eighteenth S. a. 
Pentecost Is. 5:1–7 Phil. 2:4-11 Matt. 21:33–46 

 Oct. 11 
(Proper 23) 

Nineteenth S. a. 
Pentecost Is. 25:6–9  Phil. 2:12-18  Matt. 22:1–14 

 Oct. 18 
(Proper 24) 

Twentieth S. a. 
Pentecost  Is. 45:1–7 Phil. 1:12-20 Matt. 22:15–22 

Reformation Oct. 25 
(observed)  

Reformation Day 
(Oct. 31) Rev. 14:6–7  Phil. 3:4-12 John 8:31–36 or  

Matt. 11:12–19 
 

 
 



 
 

President’s Corner 
 

 

I have been reading a book titled “Another Great 
Day at Sea” by Geoff Dyer. The author spent two 
weeks on an aircraft carrier off the Iranian coast, 
talking to the sailors and listening to their stories. 
During his time on the ship, there was a promotion 
from Lieutenant to Lieutenant Commander. After 
the ceremony he was asked to say a few words. The 
following is a quote of what he said. 

“I wanna say thanks to everybody for coming out, for 
finding time in your busy day. This is not my day, it’s 
your day. I wanna thank each and everyone of you 
for keeping me upright and squared away. I’d like to 
tell you about a man named Arleigh Burke. He was 
born October 9, 1901, he joined the Navy without a 
high school diploma to support his family due to the 
flu epidemic. He ended up getting a Congressional 
appointment to get into the Navy and eventually 
earned the rank of Admiral. Instead of giving up to 
look after family, he didn’t give up and a lot of what 
we do on carriers today would not have been able to 
happen. I wake up and I go to sleep with the 
conviction of not to let it be what it is. I want to 
change, I want to be that change. We put out to sea 
with five thousand associates, but I put out to sea 
with family. You have my back and I have yours. 
Admiral Arleigh Burke was quoted as saying, “Loyalty 
up and loyalty down.” If you expect loyalty from your 
subordinates, you’d better show them loyalty in 
return. If you are a leader, you also need to be a 
servant. If you don’t look good, I don’t look good. I’m 
looking good here today because of you.” 

This is not all this sailor said, but it illustrates a point. 
We are all members of one body. Each part has a 
function and all the parts with all the different 
functions make the body whole. Ephesians 4 talks 
about “Unity in the body of Christ.” This is where we 
need to be as believing Christians. 

When I served in the Navy, I was on an aircraft 
carrier. It is a well-oiled machine where all the parts 
work in unison to get the job done. I saw that first 
hand. Are we at Good Shepherd a well-oiled 
machine where all the parts work in unison to 
spread the Good News of Jesus Christ? 

Our church has many parts, from the Pastor and 
Vicar to those of us who sit in the pews. We all need 
to work together for the same purpose. Questions 
need to be asked and answered. Ideas need to be 
brought up and shared. You never know, your idea 
or suggestion could spark something in someone to 
take action. When you are asked to participate, 
don’t say, “We did that and it didn’t work”—instead 
say, “How, and what can I do?” This is how ministry 
gets done. It’s not only on Pastor or our Vicar, it’s on 
all of us. 

When we get up in the morning, let’s say, “Another 
great day with Jesus!” and when we go to sleep at 
night, say, “Thank you Jesus for another great day!” 

See you in church on Sunday, 
Joe Morton

 
 

UPDATING THE CHURCH 
DIRECTORY 
 

SMILE – YOU’RE ON CANDID CAMERA…I’m not sure if you remember that old TV show that tried to catch you 
in a silly act of embarrassing yourself. We promise not to take any embarrassing photos or try and catch you 
off guard. It has, however, been several years since we have updated our church directory. Angela Doyle has 
agreed to arrange for your picture to be taken after the 8:30 and 10:15am services in the narthex on Sunday 
October 25th (Reformation Day) and on Sunday November 1st (All Saints Day). Please plan on getting your 
individual or family photo taken then. If you’re unable to attend either of those services, please contact the 
church office and we’ll set up an alternative plan for getting your picture included in the updated directory. 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear Ladies of Good Shepherd, 
 
How happy we are to be back in worship—all praise 
to God! 
 

Tuesdays find us meeting for Bible Study and 
Quilting and just being together. You are welcome 
anytime. 
 

We have a goal to prepare 150 Seafarers Christmas 
Boxes – filling and wrapping on November 21st – and 
need all new items: bars of soap, toothbrushes, 
toothpaste, deodorant, socks, and chap stick for 

each box. Items and cash to purchase them are 
needed. Thank you for your donations! 
 

The Fall Lutheran Women’s Quarterly contains many 
wonderful articles and Bible Studies.  Enjoy! 
 

Mites are needed to meet goals of funding grants 
such as LCMS School Ministries and Trinity Hope-
Filling Haitian Tummies Opens Ears to the Gospel 
and many more 
 

Serving the Lord with Gladness, 

 Jane 

 
 

 
 

    Preschool News  www.littlelambstacoma.com 

Sharing Christ, Feeding Lambs 
 

ol. 

 
 

 
Thank you for your prayers for our preschool. We 
are off to a great start with eleven students. We can 
accept more students as we are below the maximum 
guidelines for school gatherings. Our students are 
being real troopers with their masks. 

Vicar Joel and Pastor Eilers are taking turns once 
every other week to be with the children for their 
Bible story time. We appreciate their dedication to 
ministry and willingness to share with the preschool 
students. Right now we meet in the classroom and 
we look forward to going to the church for our 
stories in the future. 

Sunday, October 18th, Pastor Eilers and Vicar Joel are 
planning a special service geared toward young 

children. Please come to either service to see our 
students sing a song letting people know no matter 
what—we can always be happy with Jesus! 

Reminder for all our nature photographers: The 
deadline to submit photos for the 2021 calendar, 
with Bible verse, is Thursday, October 15th. Please 
submit 3 or less photos. Thank you! The calendars 
will be available for purchase during the month of 
November. 
 

Serving our Savior,  
Bonnie Huset 

  
 
 

 

THE LUTHERAN HOUR MINISTRIES RADIO PROGRAM AND RESOURCES: 
The recordings of radio broadcasts are available on their website www.lhm.org. 

Lutheran Hour Ministries offers Daily Devotions, Video 
Based Bible Studies, Media Programs, and other 

opportunities to serve, through their website. 

Women in Mission / Women’s Ministry 
 



 
 

 

OPERATION THANKS-GIVING 
Operation Thanks-Giving, one of Good Shepherd’s 
community service programs, has been in existence 
for over 34 years. Some of the original volunteers 
along with more recent people serving in the 
program met on Thursday September 17th to 
reflect on the blessings of the past and look 
forward for continued impact in our community. 
Operation Thanks-Giving (OT) started in 1986 as a 
way to provide a free hot meal to people in the 
community; the first meal took place the Tuesday 
before Thanksgiving. This program continued to 
grow and at its peak served over 120 people per 
week and nearly 150 on Thanksgiving. Financially, 
this program has been supported by generous 
donations from members, grants from Thrivent 
Financial for Lutherans, donated food and other 
sources outside the church. One volunteer recalled 
how a former recipient of a meal came back and 
donated over 50 pounds of potatoes because he 
felt so blessed by the love, care and food he 
received during a time of need in his life. 

Prior to COVID impacting the serving of meals in 
the church basement, we were serving about 50 
people per week. Now that we are limited in the 
number of people that can be in the building, the 
meal has been prepared as a “to go box” dinner. 
There have been 30-35 people driving by on 
Tuesdays between 5:30-6:00pm to pick up their 
hot meal. Special thanks to Kat Popplewell, Bob 
Putts, and Jack Shannon who have preparing and 
serving the meals since the middle of May 
throughout the summer until now. 

OT has had a positive impact on both the people 
served and the people preparing the meals. Many 
volunteers commented on how rewarding it has 
been to be a part of this ministry. One person said, 
“Show me a church that feeds the poor and I’ll 
show you a church that really cares!” When meals 
were served inside we had the chance to share a 
devotional time and prayers. Former Pastor, Dan 
Gerken, recalls being asked to speak at funerals 

and memorial services for people who had 
benefited from the program.  

Plans were made to continue moving forward with 
the OT program. Current volunteers organized 
themselves into three teams; the “Ruth 
Gerken/Jean Morton Team”, “Cheryl Rogers 
Team”, and the “Kathy Popplewell Team”. If you’re 
interested in volunteering to help cook, do dishes 
or serve meals please contact one of these three 
team leaders. While we do have a good balance in 
the OT account, we are anticipating a need to serve 
more people once the rainy season hits. You can 
donate by placing a designated gift to “OT” in the 
offering plate; or if you’re a Thrivent Member, you 
can submit paperwork have a Community Action 
Grant be allocated toward the program (please 
contact Pastor Dan Gerken for more details). 
Finally, if you know of surplus food items or would 
like to donate specific food items, please contact 
one of the three “TEAM CAPTAINS”: Ruth Gerken 
or Jean Morton, Cheryl Rogers, or Kathy 
Popplewell. 

Thanks be to God for the continued blessings of 
financial resources and volunteers to continue to 
serve people in need. Your prayers, donations, and 
willingness to help out is greatly appreciated. 

Here is a list of people who have or are currently 
volunteering to serve in OT; if there are any names 
missing from this list, please contact the church 
office! 

Kathy Barker, Carolyn Brown, Dick Durkopp, Rev. 
Dan & Ruth Gerken, Claire Hall, Rory & Larry 
Joinette, Rhonda Kitchen, Lisa McKenzie, Joe & 
Jean Morton, Kathy Popplewell, Bob Putts, Bill 
Retzloff, Cheryl & Marvin Rogers, Myron & Lil 
Schmidt, Joel Schuldheisz, Richard & Henrietta 
Schwartzentrub, Jack Shannon, Ken & Diane Smith, 
and Dean Stargel. 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

OCTOBER 2020 
Date Time Reader Acolyte 

10-04-2020 8:30 am Pastor Eilers Matthew Boulé 
10:15 am Logan Wilson 

10-11-2020 8:30 am Myra Baughman Tim Hall 
10:15 am Kathy Popplewell Jaythan Monsees 

10-18-2020 8:30 am Carol Mahaffie Matthew Boulé 
10:15 am Lisa McKenzie Scout Elliot 

10-25-2020 8:30 am Vicar Joel Tim Hall 
10:15 am Zairik Doyle 

 
 
 
 
 

STAYING CONNECTED WITH OUR GOOD SHEPHERD FAMILY 
 
 
 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!         HAPPY ANNIVERSARY! 
 

Mike & Vicky McGee 10/17/1987 33 
 

 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY!           HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 
Gary Tarver  10/3 Myron Schmidt 10/16 
Jeff Brigge 10/5 Nikki Shannon 10/17 
Mike McGee 10/5 Garrett Rowan 10/18 
Joel Schuldheisz 10/5 Katherine McGee 10/19 
Melissa Simpson 10/6 Emily Schneider 10/20 
Judy Stevens 10/6 Zairik Doyle 10/22 
Rory Borcherding 10/10 Betty Dencklau 10/27 
Diana Ladou 10/10 Joe Morton 10/28 
Colton Boudreau 10/12 Gerilyn Arenas 10/29 
Jaleah Nichols 10/12 Gail Brooks 10/29 
Grace Gemmell 10/16 Daniel Flint 10/29 

 
 

Do You Know Who Your Elder Is? 
 

Zone Elder Names 
1 Norm Gerken (253-845-1521) Alber – Classen 
2 Joe Morton (253-473-5649) Cunningham – Jaech 
3 Wayne Boudreau (253-405-4904) Jindra – McMichael 
4 Julian Doyle (253-584-7244) Michelotti – Scott 
5 Tony Huset (253-753-3764) See - Zmuda 

 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 

In Christ, for the Church and the World 
 
 
 
 

OCTOBER 2020 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY  SATURDAY 

    
 
 

1  
 

2  3 
 

9 am Trustees 

4   18th SUNDAY IN 
PENTECOST 

 

       8:30 am WORSHIP 
     10:15 am WORSHIP 

 

5 
8:30 am Jr. Kind. 
8:45 am Preschool 
 
 
 
 
 
6:30 pm Elders 

6   
8:30 am Jr. Kind. 
8:45 am Preschool 
 
9:15 am Ladies Bible 

Study 
10 am Quilting 

 
6 pm Free Meal  

7 
8:30 am Jr. Kind. 
8:45 am Preschool 

 

12 pm Bulletin  
  Announcements  
  Deadline 

 
5:45 pm Preschool Bd 

8  
8:30 am Jr. Kind. 
8:45 am Preschool 

 
 
 
 

 

9  
8:30 am       

Jr. Kind. 
 

 
Office Closes 
 at 12 noon 

 

10 
 

 

11  19th SUNDAY IN 
PENTECOST 

 
 

Mites & Missions Offering 
       8:30 am WORSHIP 
     10:15 am WORSHIP 

 

12  
8:30 am Jr. Kind. 
8:45 am Preschool 

13 
8:30 am Jr. Kind. 
8:45 am Preschool 

   
9:15 am Ladies Bible 

Study 
10 am Quilting 
 
 
6 pm Free Meal 

14  

  8:30 am Jr. Kind. 
  8:45 am Preschool 
 

12 pm Bulletin  
  Announcements  
  Deadline 
 

15  
  8:30 am Jr. Kind. 
  8:45 am Preschool 

 
NEWSLETTER 

ARTICLES 
DEADLINE 

 
 
 

16  
  8:30 am          

Jr. Kind. 
 

Office Closes 
 at 12 noon 

 

17 
 

 
9 am Leadership 

Retreat 
 
 
 
 

 

18  20th SUNDAY IN 
PENTECOST 

 

       8:30 am WORSHIP 
     10:15 am WORSHIP 
 

PRESCHOOL SUNDAY 
 

19  
8:30 am Jr. Kind. 
8:45 am Preschool 

20   
8:30 am Jr. Kind. 
8:45 am Preschool 

 
9:15 am Ladies Bible 

Study 
10 am Quilting 

 
 

6 pm Free Meal 

21 
8:30 am Jr. Kind. 
8:45 am Preschool 
 

 
 

12 pm Bulletin  
  Announcements  
  Deadline 

22  
8:30 am Jr. Kind. 
8:45 am Preschool 
 
 
 

 

23  
  8:30 am          

Jr. Kind. 
 

 
 

Office Closes 
 at 12 noon 

 

24 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

25 REFORMATION 
SUNDAY 

 

       8:30 am WORSHIP 
     10:15 am WORSHIP 

 
12:00 pm Church Council 
 

26  
8:30 am Jr. Kind. 
8:45 am Preschool 

27  
8:30 am Jr. Kind. 
8:45 am Preschool 

 
9:15 am Ladies Bible 

Study 
10 am Quilting 
 
 
6 pm Free Meal 

28  

8:30 am Jr. Kind. 
8:45 am Preschool 

 
 
 

12 pm Bulletin  
  Announcements  
  Deadline 
 

29  
8:30 am Jr. Kind. 
8:45 am Preschool 
 
 
 

 

30  
  8:30 am          

Jr. Kind. 
. 

 
 

Office Closes 
 at 12 noon 

 

31 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE TIMES: 
8:30 am and 10:15 am 

(please note the time change for the second service) 
 


