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From the Pastor 
 

I’ve been thinking about stories a lot, mostly 
because this summer I’m preaching our way 
through some of those old stories of the 
patriarchs from Genesis.  As a companion to 
that, I’ve been reading Frederick Buechner’s Son 
of Laughter, which covers the same material, 
but with a novelist’s take on many details only 
hinted at in the text.  There is also the archived 
article I came across in Christian Century which 
pointed out the difference between a 
congregation which still has its founding pastor 
or his immediate successor in place, and a 
congregation like ours with a long history of 
various pastors.  The difference has to do with 
whether congregation and pastor come 
together to begin a story, or to continue a story.  
The founding of a congregation is much like 
beginning a story, but the key is whether the 
pastor and people both have the sense that 
together they are writing it.  It’s a lot of work, 
and not always successful, as people come and 
go, often going because they don’t hear the 
story-line they want; the story of a previous 
congregation.  But to those who stay there’s an 
energy which births the creativity of developing 
a new story together.  One of the challenges of 
pastoral change for an established congregation 
is the crippling sense that much of the 
congregation’s story has already been written.  
Will this pastorate then, simply be the last 
chapter of that history, or will they in fact begin 
a new story.   The challenge for a new pastor, is 
to listen for the congregation’s story from the 
lips of the parishioners, while at the same time  

 
beginning a new story which in many respects will be 
unlike the old.  I suppose it could be compared to a 
book series, such as the Harry Potter series.  While 
the main characters continue from one book to the 
next carrying with them the over-arching plot of the 
entire series, each book with its own list of 
characters, setting and plot can be read alone.  
 
It is the senior members who have invested 
themselves in the congregation who have perhaps 
the greater difficulty in beginning a new story.  For it 
is the very nature of our season in life to look back 
and take an assessment of life.  We all want the 
story we helped write to continue and to take our 
repose in it.  Plus where would we find the energy to 
ever begin again?  Surprisingly, we will find it in 
going over the old story.  It is a good thing for 
seniors to dwell upon the story they helped write.  
Not just the successes and the outcomes, but to 
relive some of the struggles and mistakes which we 
made along the way.  Too easily in telling the old 
stories we discretely leave out the mistakes and 
struggles because they are painful to revisit.  But our 
children need to hear them, “Warts and all.”  And so 
do we, in order to find the energy to begin the next 
story. 
 
In our Genesis series of texts, we are at a transition 
point from the stories of Jacob to Joseph his son.  In 
the over-arching theme of Genesis, it is a side-bar in 
which we almost forget God’s intervention in 
people’s lives to fulfill the promise.  Joseph never 
has a vision, but he’s good at interpreting dreams.   
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The setting is Egypt, and the plot involves the 
imperial household.  This certainly isn’t a repeat of 
his fathers’ stories.  But in the end the promise made 
by God will be repeated by Jacob himself.  Our 
congregation is gradually starting to write a new 
story.  Both in the pandemic and in bringing on a 
vicar to be trained to be the new pastor, it’s not the 

same story as before.  But as we will see God is still 
at work among us, just as with Joseph.  Let’s all be 
taking note and participating in the new story.  
 

Pastor Eilers 

 

Reflections from Vicar Schuldheisz 
 

The Mission of Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, 
“Share Christ, Feeding Sheep,” challenges us to grow 
deeper in our relationship with Jesus by allowing the 
WORD (seed) to make deep roots into the fertile soil 
of our hearts (note the reference to the parable of 
The Sower from Matthew chapter 13). My prayer is 
that the Holy Spirit continue to prepare your field 
(heart) and allow HIS word to germinate and grow 
that you might produce fruit. 

The second part of this mission focuses our attention 
on those who do not have a relationship with Jesus 
at this time. By having a daily supply of the spiritual 
nutrients in God’s WORD, we can flourish and be 
empowered by the Holy Spirit to share God’s love, 
joy, peace and mercy with others. 

The beloved hymn “Hark, the voice of Jesus crying” 
invites everyone to be involved in Christ’s mission to 
seek and save the lost. The hymn, written in 1868 by 
Daniel March, is based on Isaiah 6:8; the first verse 
from the Lutheran Service Book (LSB 827) is an 
encouragement for us all to be ready to answer 
Jesus call: 

Hark, the voice of Jesus calling, “Who will go and 
work today? 

Fields are white and harvests waiting, who will 
bear the sheaves away?” 

Loud and long the master calls you, rich reward 
he offers free. 

Who will answer, gladly saying, “Here am I. Send 
me, send me”? 

Here is a link to a recording of the entire hymn by 
Minister of Music, Mark Johannsen of Ascension 
Lutheran Church, Charlotte, North Carolina: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=toEZ-YxWQRo  

During the month of July I have had the opportunity 
to visit over 34 members/families; my goal is to 
complete the visitation of every member in August 
when I get back from Montana. Each visit has 
provided a window in your lives and inspiration to 
see your deep love of the Lord and desire to see His 
kingdom grow. I am confident that Holy Spirit will 
continue to work through the people of Good 
Shepherd to “Feed His Sheep”. Thank you the warm 
welcome, words of encouragement and support of 
my studies in the Specific Ministry Program (SMP) at 
Concordia Seminary in St. Louis, MO. 

Vicar Joel 
 

Specific Ministry Program 
(SMP) Update 
 

Through the SMP the seminary provides theological 
education through a curriculum designed to build on 
the strengths of the host congregation and “grow” a 
pastor who is equipped to serve and meet the 
specific needs and goals of the congregation. On 
August 24-28 Pastor Keith Eilers (the mentor and 
supervising Pastor) and Vicar Joel Schuldheisz will be 
involved with an intensive week of SMP orientation. 
Due to COVID-19 restrictions the meeting will be 
taking place on-line and Pastor Eilers and Vicar 
Schuldheisz will be spared the heat and humidity of 
St. Louis. Following the orientation, Vicar 
Schuldheisz will be starting formal classes in 
September; more details to follow on the 
curriculum, scope and sequence of the classes.



 
 

 

 
Vicar Joel and Mary Head to Montana 
 
For the last 30 years Joel and Mary Schuldheisz have 
spent a couple of weeks each summer volunteering 
at Trinity Lutheran Camp in Bigfork, Montana. The 
40-acre camp is located on the northeast shore of 
Flathead Lake is owned and operated by Trinity 
Lutheran Church in Kalispell, MT. The first week Joel 
will be co-leading a basketball skills camp for 5th-9th 
graders; this unique camp combines teaching, 
practicing and skills competition in the gymnasium 
along with swimming, fun games, bible study and 

evening devotions by the lake. Good Shepherd’s own 
Jacob Huset is also going along to help out with the 
basketball camp this summer. Following the 
basketball camp, Mary and Joel relax for a few days 
before gearing up for Pastor’s Camp, where Mary 
cooks for over 100 pastors and their families and 
Joel washes dishes. Joel also plans on sitting in on 
the lectures by one of the seminary professors. Here 
are some pictures from last year’s camp: 

 

 
Last Year’s Campers & Staff 
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President’s Corner 
 

 

Are you tired of the same-old, same-old? You 
know…where you turn on the T.V. and nobody is 
happy with anyone, civil unrest in city after city, and 
no one has an answer. 

I was on the road the other day and saw a sign, 
“Black Lives Matter.” As true as that is, so do white 
lives, brown lives, Asian lives, and basically 
everyone’s life. We get caught up in the hype, but 
that is the message we need to hear. It is found in 
the Gospels of Jesus Christ. 

Jesus came for all. He didn’t just love one group of 
people. No, he loved and still loves all of us. Jesus in 
Mark said (paraphrased) “Allow the children to come 
to me so don’t keep them away! Also in Matthew, 
He said, “Go and make disciples of all nations.” Jesus 
also said to love your neighbor as you love yourself. 
These passages indicate that we should love 
everyone. ALL lives matter, especially to our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ. None of us are perfect, we 

all fall short of that goal but Jesus loves you and me 
all the same. When we get to heaven, are we going 
to be surprised at who is there and will they be 
surprised to see us? 

Now for another topic. Since we have reclosed due 
to increasing numbers of COVID-19 cases (not from 
our congregation), let’s focus on God’s love and 
staying safe. The decision to close again was a very 
difficult one. It wasn’t popular and continues to be 
unpopular. With all the problems and increasing age 
of our congregation, it was the right thing to do. Yes, 
we would all like to get back to a normal routine and 
reopen church. It will come. We will keep you posted 
on progress of reopening again. 

Keep looking forward! 
In his service, 
Joe Morton

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rejoice always! We are beloved by the Lord so rejoice. We will be preparing 150 Christmas 
Boxes to be given out by Tacoma Seafarers Center. Please gather wrapped bars of soap, 

men’s socks, deodorant, toothbrushes, toothpaste, chap stick for the 150 boxes! 
 
 

 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 

 

Remember Mites! 
Update on WA/AK LWML Convention at Black Wolf Lodge: it has been cancelled. 

 

Pray, Praise, and Give, Jane 

Women in Mission / Women’s Ministry 
 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

    Preschool News  www.littlelambstacoma.com 

Sharing Christ, Feeding Lambs 
 

ol. 

 
 

 
Please pray for our preschool board as we seek 
God’s wisdom and guidance in opening our 
preschool this fall. We need to be respectful of 
health and safety concerns as well as the emotional, 
spiritual, physical, and social growth of young 
children. Most of the time these concerns balance 
with one another and yet we are truly in a unique 
time that finds this balance tottering. With that in 
mind we are preparing for class instruction to the 

best of our ability along with establishing a 
contingency plan. We ask you to join us in praying 
for the safety of all the people around the world and 
that God’s grace and mercy would be made evident 
to all. To God be the glory! 
 
Serving our Savior,  
 

Bonnie Huset 
 
 

2019-2020 Church Year Calendar - August 
 

Season Date Festival First Reading Epistle Gospel 

PENTECOST August 2 Ninth Sunday  
after Pentecost *Genesis 32:22-31 Romans 9:1-5 Matthew 14:13-21 

 August 9 Tenth Sunday  
after Pentecost  *Genesis 27:1-4, 12-28 Romans 10:5-15 Matthew 14:22-33 

 August 16 Eleventh Sunday  
after Pentecost     *Genesis 45:1-15 Romans 11:1-2a, 13-15, 

28-32 Matthew 15:21-28 

 August 23 Twelfth Sunday  
after Pentecost *Exodus 1:8—2:10 Romans 11:11—12:8 Matthew 16:13-20 

 August 30 Thirteenth Sunday  
after Pentecost *Exodus 3:1-15 Romans 12:9-21 Matthew 16:21-28 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Sunday Sermon Recordings 
 are available for you to listen, share, and enjoy on our website @ 

www.goodshepherdluth.com 

THE LUTHERAN HOUR MINISTRIES RADIO PROGRAM AND RESOURCES: 
The recordings of radio broadcasts are available on their website www.lhm.org. 

Lutheran Hour Ministries offers Daily Devotions, Video 
Based Bible Studies, Media Programs, and other 

opportunities to serve, through their website. 


