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Maybe I could blame it on the Summer 
solstice, or that yet unnamed psychological 
disorder which comes from staying home too 
much, but I just don’t feel like writing 
something serious about all the serious things 
which are happening.   It wasn’t that long ago 
that we began our summer preaching series 
with the story of Sarah laughing at the word 
that she, who was approaching 90 years old, 
would give birth to a son within a year.  Even 
though it was tinged with bitterness, it had to 
have felt good.  Laughter can be a tonic for 
enduring some of life’s disappointments.  It 
drains off some the pressure of whatever it is 
that has us tied up in knots.   And the 
wonderful thing of that reading is that the 
birth of Isaac several chapters later rounded it 
off, so that we were left with the picture of 
Sarah laughing.  This time for pure joy and 
inviting everyone to laugh along with her.   
 
So how about some humor related to the 
Covid 19?    
 

1) “So how long is this social distancing 
supposed to last?  My husband keeps 
trying to come into the house. 

2) “Whoever decided a liquor store is more 
essential than a hair salon is obviously a 
bald-headed alcoholic.” 

3) “Another Saturday night in the house and 
I just realized that even the trash goes out 
more than me.”  

 

4) “I'm so excited about taking out the 
garbage, I can hardly decide what to 
wear.” 

5) “So, let me get this straight.  There’s no 
cure for a virus that can be KILLED by 
sanitizer and hand soap?” 

6)  “Just wait a second.  So, you’re telling me 
that my chance of surviving all this is 
directly linked to the Common Sense of 
others?” 

7) “The spread of Covid 19 is based on two 
factors: 1. How dense the population is      
2. How dense the population is 

8) “I think I’m being grounded for everything 
I didn’t get caught doing when I was a 
teenager” 

9) “Silly You!  You thought dogs were hard to 
train.  Just look at all the humans who 
can’t sit and stay.” 

 
We Christians are well acquainted with Sarah’s two 
moments of laughter.  The first is when we hear 
the Gospel message of what God has done and will 
do.  It sounds so impossible that it may strike us as 
funny.  The second is when we come to believe and 
experience it.  Laughter is one of the signs of that 
dawning belief. 
 

Pastor Eilers 
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Introduction to Vicar & Mary Schuldheisz 
 

When my high school (Concordia Portland – 1974) 
coach, Norm Brauer, spoke to the seniors after the last 
game of the season he shared this short prayer: “Lord, 
for all that has been, THANKS! For all that will be, YES! 
 

Several years later I discovered that this prayer is 
based on a quote from the second Secretary General of 
the United Nations, Dag Hammarskjold, who is the only 
person awarded the Nobel peace prize posthumously 
as he died in an airplane crash in 1961. I have thought 
about this prayer on many occasions and, especially 
recently, while transitioning from 35 years of service at 
Concordia University in Portland. 
 
As we move forward into a new era of shared ministry 
and spiritual growth opportunities this prayer resur-
faces in my thoughts. THANK you Lord that… 

• You daily grant grace, mercy and hope for eter-
nal life 

• Good Shepherd Lutheran Church has extended 
me a call to serve as their vicar 

• Pastor Eilers has agreed to be my mentor and 
supervisor during the Specific Ministry Program 
(SMP) training 

• My family and friends have provided tremen-
dous support and encouragement in the past 
several months of transition 

• You have provided a home for my wife and 
family (see picture #1) 

 
As we look forward to getting to know each other, and 
grow in faith, we can also say YES for… 

• Patience and peace in this growth process 
• Trust and confidence to listen to God’s Word 

for clarity and direction 
• Faith and forgiveness when our sinful nature al-

lows for selfishness and pride to encircle us 
 

I have been asked to share a brief introduction to my 
background and family. I was born on October 5th, 
1956 (the last of 7 children) to Rev. Benjamin and Es-
ther Schuldheisz who at the time were living in Sher-
wood, Oregon. The first 8 years of my life I grew up 
living in a rural parsonage that was surrounded by sev-
eral acres of trees and trails that adorned St. Paul Lu-
theran Church where my father was pastor. I attended 
St. Paul Lutheran School for two years before we 
moved to Quincy, Washington where my father was 
involved with planting two churches in Quincy and 
George, Washington. Shortly after being confirmed in 

February of my 8th grade year my father accepted a call 
to serve as Pastor at Immanuel Lutheran Church in 
Hood River, Oregon. 
 
Like my two older brothers and two of my older four 
sisters, I attended Concordia in Portland; my family 
remained in Hood River and I experienced dorm life at 
a very young age (13 years old). Following graduation 
from HS I ventured off to Concordia University in St. 
Paul (CSP), Minnesota and earned and degree in Ele-
mentary Education, K-12 Physical Education and a mi-
nor in biology while participating in intercollegiate 
football, basketball and tennis. It was during the only 
class we had together in college, that I met my wife, 
Mary Hertwig. Mary is also an elementary education 
major and earned a dual major in History; she later 
went on to earn her master’s degree from Portland 
State University and an additional degree in school 
administration from Concordia University in Portland. 
 

Mary graduated a year ahead of me and taught 4th 
grade at Mt. Calvary Lutheran School in Richfield, MN. 
Upon my graduation in 1978 I accepted a call to teach 
7th grade at nearby Mt. Hope-Redemption Lutheran 
School in Bloomington, MN. Later, Mary joined the 
teaching staff at Mt. Hope-Redemption and we had the 
joy of teaching alongside each other before accepting 
the call to Lutheran High School North in Mt. Clemens, 
Michigan. While at Lutheran North I taught HS Religion 
(Old & New Testament), biology and health and culti-
vated a passion for coaching and sharing my faith 
through athletics. Our first child, Samuel Paul, was 
born in Michigan and still claims to be a Redwings fan 
(now he’ll root for the Seahawks before the Detroit 
Lions); Samuel went on to graduate from Concordia 
University in Irvine, CA and Concordia Theological Sem-
inary in Fort Wayne, Indiana. After serving 10 years as 
a pastor at Redeemer Lutheran Church in Huntington 
Beach, California he accepted a call to serve as Pastor 
at Beautiful Savior in Milton, WA! He has been Pastor 
at Beautiful Savior for two years now; Natasha, our 
daughter-in-law, and Sam have two children. Zoe will 
be a 4th grader at Concordia Christian Academy (CCA) 
and Jonah will be in first grade at CCA. 
 

After six years of teaching at the elementary and high 
school levels I accepted a position as Head Basketball 
Coach, Assistant Football Coach and Church Work Ad-
missions Counselor at my alma mater, CSP. This was an 
exciting challenge.  Yet, after one year, I accepted a call 



 
 

to serve on the faculty, coach and be athletics director 
at Concordia University in Portland. After our second 
year at Concordia Portland, our daughter Abigail was 
born. Abby graduated from Concordia University in 
Portland.  After working for a couple years Abby re-
turned to Concordia-Portland to complete her Master’s 
Degree in Elementary Education.  Abby’s first call was 
to teach Kindergarten at Amazing Grace Lutheran 
School (AGLS) in Renton, WA.  After five years of teach-
ing Abby accepted a call to teach 1st grade at Prince of 
Peace Lutheran School in Fremont, CA. This past year 
Abby returned to teach at Renton Prep (formerly AGLS) 
in Washington; this past December, Abby and Darryl 
Williams were married at St. Michael’s Lutheran 
Church in Portland.  
 

As previously shared, I have been blessed to have 
spent the last 35 years in a variety of roles at Concordia 
University in Portland. In addition to coaching basket-
ball for 9 years, I was the Athletic Director for over 20 
years. Throughout the coaching and athletic admin-
istration time I also had the opportunity to teach in the 
College of Education. I was blessed with the opportuni-
ty to take a leave of absence to complete my Doctorate 
of Philosophy (PhD) in Sport Pedagogy and Adult Edu-
cation at Oregon State University. In 2008 I transi-
tioned from my responsibilities in athletics into full-
time academics where I helped to create and launch 
the Exercise and Sport Science program. As Professor 
in the College of Health and Human Sciences my areas 
of teaching focused on Fitness Assessment, Physical 
Activity and Sport for Special Populations and Motor 
Learning.  Sadly, due to a number of circumstances, 
Concordia University in Portland was forced to close. 
The farewell, final graduation and closure was further 
confounded by the COVID-19 restrictions, making it 
difficult to say good-bye. Despite all these unusual cir-
cumstances, I am extremely grateful for all the bless-
ings I have had while serving at Concordia University in 
Portland.  
 

Over the last 30 years Mary and I have spent a couple 
of weeks each summer in Montana, volunteering at 

Trinity Lutheran Camp (TLC) near Bigfork. The camp 
was actually started in the 1960’s when my Uncle Allen 
was pastor at Trinity Lutheran Church in Kalispell, MT. 
As an adolescent I can recall a family reunion there and 
fell in love with the beautiful setting of the Flathead 
Lake and surrounding woods. While coaching at Con-
cordia-Portland the TLC camp director and I dreamed 
of starting a basketball camp that would combine 
teaching basketball skills and Bible study at this unique 
lakeside setting. This summer we celebrate the 30th 
anniversary of that camp; the following week I will as-
sist Mary who serves as the head cook for “Pastor’s 
Camp” (a continuing education opportunity co-
sponsored by TLC and Concordia Seminaries). We have 
also worked with the camp director and board to host 
an annual “Dinner by the Dock” event that helps to 
raise funds to support the ongoing ministry of the 
camp. This annual dinner, along with the camps will 
take place during the last two weeks of July and early 
August. The attached picture, taken last summer, high-
lights our matching socks and shared joy as we serve 
the children and families attending the camp. Our time 
there is an opportunity to recharge, reflect and rejoice 
in God’s awesome creation and the opportunity we 
have to share His love with others. 
 

On May 6th the sale of our home in Portland was final-
ized and we moved to the Tacoma area where we lived 
temporarily with our son Samuel and his family in Mil-
ton. Shortly after arriving in Milton, Mary began a part-
time pre-school/kindergarten administrative position 
at St. Luke’s Lutheran Church in Federal Way and I con-
tinued to search fervently for a home. One month lat-
er, on June 6th we were blessed to move into our home 
in Northwest Puyallup. Through all of the changes of 
the past couple of months I sense God’s presence and 
direction. I am also excited and looking forward to a 
new opportunity for service and ministry at Good 
Shepherd Lutheran Church.  
 

Lord, for all that has been, thanks! For all that will be, 
YES!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

TRANSITION PLANS – SMP ORIENTATION – EVERY MEMBER VISIT 
 
Pastor Eilers, the Board of Elders, and Vicar 
Schuldheisz have been working through a transition 
plan in the ministry here at Good Shepherd Lutheran 
Church (GSLC). Starting July 1st and running through 
September 1st, Vicar Schuldheisz will be working 
part-time alongside Pastor Eilers - assisting in wor-
ship and leading children’s lessons as well as preach-
ing occasionally. 
 
Starting in September, Vicar Schuldheisz will transi-
tion to full-time and start his formal classes at Con-
cordia Seminary – St. Louis. The orientation for the 
Specific Ministry Program (SMP) takes place August 
24-28; due to COVID-19 health concerns travel to St. 
Louis, MO has been restricted and the initial 30 hour 
training process will be held on-line. As the new 
school year starts at Little Lambs Preschool (LLP) and 
Concordia Christian Academy (CCA) Vicar 
Schuldheisz will be working intentionally to build re-
lationships with the LLP and CCA families. Please 
pray for this process as the uncertainty of the impact 
of COVID-19 has created many challenges and op-
portunities for ministry that we haven’t faced in the 
past! 

One of the initial goals, during the first couple 
months, is to reach out to the members of GSLC and 
schedule a time to visit. The purpose of this visit 
would be for Vicar Schuldheisz to have an opportuni-
ty to get to know you better and learn more about 
your joys and challenges. He will also be interested 
in hearing about your vision and ideas for ministry 
and worship. This intentional time of listening and 
getting to know each other will provide a foundation 
for moving forward in shared ministry. 
 
Valerie Rice, GSLC Administrative Assistant will be 
working with Vicar Schuldheisz to assist in schedul-
ing these visits. The member visits can take place at 
your home, at church, other location or over the 
phone; during this time of COVID-19 restrictions and 
sensitivity to health concerns we would like you to 
be comfortable with the location and means of 
communication. We look forward to connecting with 
you and learning better how we can serve you and 
together share the love, peace, and joy of Jesus with 
those in our community. 

 
 

President’s Corner 
 

 

Do you ever have one of those days when your mind 
is blank? That happened when I sat down to write 
this article. So I’ll just hit the highlights of what’s 
happening. 
 

We are pleased to welcome Joel Schuldheisz as our 
SMP Candidate. He starts part time beginning July 1st 
and will be full time September 1st. During his part 
time work, he will be helping Pastor Eilers with 
services and doing some visiting so he can get to 
know the congregation. 
 

Since we have re-opened for church services on June 
14th, we have had three Sundays of two services 
each Sunday. They are going pretty well. Nothing like 
learning while you are doing! Things are a little 
different, but for the most part they are the same. 
God is present with us as we worship and even more 
now with all that’s going on.  
 

The various boards are beginning to have meetings. 
We are slowly getting back to some sort of normal. 
 

Bible studies are still not meeting. We will probably 
restart them when we get to Phase 4. That’s when 
we’ll really get back to a more normal routine. We’ll 
continue with two church services until we are able 
to get to Phase 4, when we will be permitted to 
meet together in a larger group. By Phase 4, all 
church activities can resume more normally. 
 

With Independence Day coming, I would ask you to 
stay safe, social distance, and above all keep our 
great country in your prayers. 
 

Please remember, if you have a concern, comment, 
or question let an elder, the office, Vicar Schuldheisz, 
or Pastor Eilers know. 

Joe Morton 



 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Washington / Alaska District LWML 
Convention  

September 25 – 27, 2020  
in Grand Mound, Washington  

 
“But if we walk in the light, as he is in the 

light, we have fellowship with one another, 
and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us 

from all sin.” 1 John 1:7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

    Preschool News  www.littlelambstacoma.com 

Sharing Christ, Feeding Lambs 
 

ol. 

 
 

 
To God be the Glory! What a statement – it is always 
true. At this time we give glory to God for being with 
us during a very tumultuous spring. Our preschool 
actually endeavored with “online” learning and now 
we cautiously look forward to opening our doors in 
September for in class learning. A few things will 
look a bit different but with God’s guidance, we will 
move forward. 
 

At this time we would like to acknowledge Angela 
Doyle who has been on our preschool board for 
fifteen plus years, with many of those years as the 
secretary, and has been chairing the board for the 
last four years. This month Angela resigns from her 
position and with that we want to say THANK YOU 
for serving so willingly and well. 
 

Our board would like to thank Jean Morton for 
accepting the chair position. We thank Claire Hall 
and Mary Schuldheisz for joining our board at this 
time. We also thank those who are continuing on as 
members: Tammy Boudreau as treasurer, Vicky 
McGee and Anita Long, and Joe Morton as our 
church / elder liaison. 
 

As we look forward to opening our doors again we 
ask for your continued prayers for guidance in 
following God’s will and blessing our preschool.  
Thank you. 
 
Serving our Savior,  
 

Bonnie Huset 

Women in Mission / Women’s Ministry 
 



 
 

 
 

2019-2020 Church Year Calendar—Series A 
July 

 

Season Date Festival First Reading Psalm Epistle Gospel 

PENTECOST July 5 
(Proper 9) Fifth S. a. Pentecost Zech. 9:9–12 Psalm145:1–14 Rom. 7:14–25a Matt. 11:25–30 

 July 12 
(Proper 10) 

Sixth S. a. Pente-
cost  Is. 55:10–13 Psalm 65:(1–8) 

9–13 Rom. 8:12–17 Matt. 13:1–9,  
18–23 

 July 19 
(Proper 11) 

Seventh S. a. Pen-
tecost     Is. 44:6–8 Psalm 119:57–

64 Rom. 8:18–27 Matt. 13:24–30, 
36–43 

 July 26 
(Proper 12) 

Eighth S. a. Pente-
cost Deut.7:6–9  Psalm 125  Rom. 8:28–39 Matt. 13:44–52 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Do You Know Who Your Elder Is? 
 

Zone Elder Names 
1 Norm Gerken (253-845-1521) Alber – Classen 
2 Joe Morton (253-473-5649) Cunningham – Jaech 
3 Wayne Boudreau (253-405-4904) Jindra – McMichael 
4 Julian Doyle (253-584-7244) Michelotti – Scott 
5 Tony Huset (253-753-3764) See - Zmuda 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Sunday Sermon Recordings 
 are available for you to listen, share, and enjoy on our website @ 

www.goodshepherdluth.com 

THE LUTHERAN HOUR MINISTRIES RADIO PROGRAM AND RESOURCES: 
The recordings of radio broadcasts are available on their website www.lhm.org. 

Lutheran Hour Ministries offers Daily Devotions, Video 
Based Bible Studies, Media Programs, and other 

opportunities to serve, through their website. 


