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As I sit down to write to you, I am stumped 
over the first line.  How do I address you? Are you 
tired of being referred to as sheep of the flock of 
the Good Shepherd? Is it too bland to address 
you simply as members of the congregation of 
Good Shepherd? Is it too formal to address you 
as fellow redeemed? Is it too soon to address you 
as friends? Perhaps, but I will do so with the ex-
pectant hope that we will soon become friends.  

People sometimes ask me how I wish to be ad-
dressed. As I answered that question at a recent 
Elders meeting I said that most people in congre-
gations I have served referred to me as pastor. It 
was not because I requested they do so, but 
mostly out of their honoring the office. Most of 
them used it like a name, without showing any 
disrespect but with a comfort they had with 
those who have pastored them. I’m well aware 
that our culture has a slight distrust of formality, 
so that many congregation members use the title 
but then the first name, as in “Pastor Keith.” If 
that is your preference that is fine.  However my 
preference would be that you simply call me 
Keith. The blending of formality and informality 
complicates things for me. 

If you are like me, it’s helpful in becoming ac-
quainted with someone, to know a little of their 
background.  So a thumbnail sketch is that my 
wife Ginny and I are in our 51st year of marriage.  
We both were raised in Lutheran homes, bap-
tized in Lutheran congregations, educated in Lu-
theran schools from first grade through college.  
She in Los Angeles and me in southern Idaho.   
We met in St. Louis, when she was in training at 
Lutheran Hospital and I at Concordia Seminary.  
We have three grown and married children and 
four grandchildren, the oldest of which graduates 
from high school in a few weeks and the young-
est is in middle school. We are both retired, she  

from a career in Gerontology Nursing and me, gradu-
ally, from the work of a parish pastor. I retired in 
2011 and have served five interims since then. We 
live in Gig Harbor in a retirement community called 
Heron’s Key.  

But a thought or two concerning our relationship in 
the near future. I am very much aware that for your 
part it will take a few Sundays of listening to me to 
relax a bit and become familiar with the way I speak, 
conduct the service and preach. Over time congrega-
tions have become so familiar with their pastor’s 
mannerisms, style of speech and patterns of thought 
that when someone different comes along, they find 
themselves in an uncomfortable position of having to 
work to listen. There will be inevitable comparisons 
with the familiar and comfortable ways of the previ-
ous pastor, and the fanciful thought of why can’t the 
new pastor sound and act more like the old one.     
You may know of what I say because you have al-
ready had to make some of those adjustments with 
the Pastors Joeckel and Koss. Hopefully you found 
that as you became familiar with them, you came to 
appreciate their personal styles.   

When we think about the Easter accounts and how 
the disciples considered the women’s account of 
what they had encountered at the tomb, as an “idle 
tale,” could a small part of their disbelief come from 
the fact that they weren’t used to women being 
bearers of such significant news. It was of course 
more than disbelief over the unlikely messengers, 
which caused the disciples to stumble over the news;  
but coming from women certainly made it hard for 
them to listen. The angel had referenced the words 
of Jesus to the women, and the women had probably 
done the same for the disciples. This is a hopeful clue 
for us, as we learn to listen to each other.   When we 
both speak of what the Lord Jesus has said, it will 
help us listen no matter that the other person is a 
stranger.     
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The Scape Goat   

And the goat shall bear upon him all their iniquities 
unto a land not inhabited; and he shall let go the 
goat in the wilderness.  Leviticus 16.22.   
 

The people of God gazed reverently upon the sa-
cred drama to unfold.  The robed priest would 
stand before the altar, his hands upon the head of 
the animal.  Nearby, a “man prepared” waited to 
take the goat out into the wilderness.  Such was 
the sacrifice of the “scape goat” for God’s ancient 
people of Israel.  
 

The priest, in this sacred rite, would put upon the 
goat the sins of all the people.  These sins the ani-
mal would then carry off to the further reaches of 
the known countryside, never to be returned.  In 
this manner, the guilt of the people would be for-
ever removed.   
 

The forgiving mercy of God continues to remove all 
our transgressions in similar fashion.  Because of 
Jesus death upon the cross, we know that all our 
sins are removed “as far as the east is from the 
west.”  Our blessed Lord Jesus is our “scape goat.”  

He has taken away all our guilt and shame by 
means of His ignominious death.  Now, as He is ris-
en from the dead, so we too shall walk “in newness 
of life” nevermore fearing the consequence of all 
our many foibles and misdeeds.   
 

The “scape goat” of antiquity took the tangled 
threads of evil and removed them from society.  It 
was a type of Christ’s work for each of us, and an-
ticipates the more perfect victory of the Easter 
morn in the Kingdom of God to come.   
 

Our Father, we thank You for the assurance of 
forgiveness through Christ Jesus.  Your mercy has 
given us the peace which passes all understand-
ing.  We bow in gratitude before Your throne of 
grace, thanking You for this most holy gift of life.  
Consecrate the influence of this day to Your King-
dom.  May our conduct create faith and love 
among all we meet.  May we reflect the grace of 
Him who loved us and gave Himself up for us; 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen.     

 

President’s Corner  

 

As you may be aware of, Pastor Matthew Switzer 
has declined our call to be our Pastor. We have 
asked NW District for some more names of pastors. 
This, along with the list of names we already have 
will comprise our list of candidates for our next 
Voters’ Meeting, which is scheduled for May 19th 
following the worship service. 

Also, pastor Koss has ended his time with us. His 
last day was April 28th. We wish him God’s 
blessings on his future endeavors.  

We welcome Pastor Keith Eilers. He will be taking 
the pulpit going forward. Pastor Eilers is familiar 
with our region. He is a former pastor at Hope 
Seattle, Interim at Faith in Lacey, and is living in Gig 
Harbor. He will have office time on Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays and preach for us on Sunday. 

May also brings Mother’s Day and Memorial Day. 
These are a time to remember the one who 

brought us into this life and has given so much to 
help us become who we are today. It is also time to 
reflect and remember the sacrifice of those 
protecting our freedom. These heroes have given 
the ultimate sacrifice (their life) to protect our 
freedoms and our way of life. When you see a 
veteran, be sure to thank him or her for their 
service and sacrifice. 

Finally, May brings the celebration of the Ascension 
of our Lord to Heaven. A joint worship service will 
be held at Zion Lutheran Church on May 30th at 7 
pm. This involves four churches: Zion, Grace, Prince 
of Peace, and Good Shepherd. Come celebrate this 
joyous event with our other brothers and sisters. 
There will be a reception following the worship 
service. 

In His Service,  

Joe Morton, President 
 

 



 
 

 

Do You Know Who Your Elder Is? 
 

Zone Elder Names 

1 Norm Gerken (253-845-1521) Alber – Classen 

2 Joe Morton (253-473-5649) Cunningham – Jaech 

3 Wayne Boudreau (253-405-4904) Jindra – McMichael 

4 Julian Doyle (253-584-7244) Michelotti – Scott 

5 Tony Huset (253-753-3764) See - Zmuda 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday Sermon Recordings 

 are available for you to listen, share, and enjoy on our website @ 

www.goodshepherdluth.com 

THE LUTHERAN HOUR MINISTRIES RADIO PROGRAM AND RESOURCES: 
The recordings of radio broadcasts are available on their website www.lhm.org. 

Lutheran Hour Ministries offers Daily Devotions, Video 
Based Bible Studies, Media Programs, and other 

opportunities to serve, through their website. 

From Pastor Koss 

“Dear Members of Good Shepherd Lutheran Church,   

Thank you for allowing me to be your interim minister these past number of 
months.  Both Linda and I feel very blessed to have been a part of your congregation.  We 
pray the Lord Jesus to continue His watch over you, bless and keep you in all ways until 
heaven becomes home.  For His holy Name's sake, we pray it.  Amen.” 

http://www.goodshepherdluth.com/
http://www.lhm.org/


 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesdays:  
Bible Study (9:15 am)                   

Quilting (10 am) 
Mites–Sunday, May 12 

 
 

To all Lutheran Women, 
 

Five of us enjoyed the Spring Rally on March 30th at 

Immanuel, Puyallup. The theme, “Planting Seeds” 

was well carried out. We learned what is going on 

around the Washington – Alaska District and were 

reminded of the LWML Convention June 20-23, 

2019 in Mobile, Alabama (please keep the conven-

tion in prayer). 
 

We, as part of Rainier Zone, are invited to attend 

and help with the Washington – Alaska District Con-

vention September 25-27, 2020 at the Great Wolf 

Lodge, Grand Mound, Washington. There is a plan-

ning meeting for this on June 1, 2019 at Beautiful 

Savior, Milton. 

 

September 27-29, 2019 is the District Retreat with 

the theme: “Where’s the JOY?” at the Red Lion Ho-

tel, Richland House in Richland, Washington. Plan to 

attend! 
 

“How sweet are your words to my taste, sweeter 

than honey. Psalm 119:103” is the theme of the Fall 

Rally on Saturday, October 19, 2019 at St. Paul Gra-

ham. Put this event on your calendar and plan to at-

tend!  
 

Remember Mites, Quilting, and weekly Bible Study. 
 

Serving the Lord with Gladness 

Jane Oberg 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Women in Mission / Women’s Ministry 

 

 

Men’s Bible Studies in May 

Saturday, May 4
th

 – 8 am 

“From God’s Eyes to Man’s Heads” – Matthew 9, 11 & 15 

 

Saturday, May 18
th

 – 8 am 

“Jesus Seals His Fate – and His Church’s Future” – Matthew 23 & 28 

 
 



 
 

 

 

 

       Preschool News  www.littlelambstacoma.com 

Sharing Christ, Feeding Lambs 
 

ol. 
 

 

Last day to order flowers to help support the Jr. 
Kindergarten program is Sunday, May 5th. Please 
call in orders or fill our an order form before that 
date. Thank you. Thanks to everyone for 
supporting the preschool. 
 

Registration for next year are underway. We are 
offering classes 1, 2, 3, and 5, mornings per week, 
depending on age of child.  
 

Registrations are also being accepted for summer 
camp. We will have 6 sessions this summer. The 
dates are June 11 & 12, 18 & 19, July 9 & 10, 16 & 
17, 30 & 31 and August 6 & 7. The cost is $40 per 
session and if open to children aged 3 – 5 years old. 

 
Thank you to everyone who prays for the 
preschool, students, families, staff, and board. It is 
much appreciated. We would also like to thank the 
people who donate by designating their Thrivent 
Choice dollars to the preschool. Thank you for 
thinking of us. Everyone’s prayers and thought are 
always welcome. 
 
Serving our Savior,  

Bonnie Huset, 
Director / Teacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vacation Bible School 2019 

 
 
 
 

 

 
This year will be hosting Vacation Bible School July 22 – 26. The theme is: “Miraculous 
Mission: Jesus Saves the World.” Please prayerfully consider how you can help and 
volunteer to share Jesus with our community children. 

The Board of Education 
(Tammy Boudreau, Angela Doyle, and Bonnie Huset) 

http://www.littlelambstacoma.com/

