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 The Healthy Congregation – Part II 
 

In her book Dakota, Kathleen Norris describes Hope Presbyterian Church as 

“small, dying and beautifully alive!”  During a fifteen-year period, Hope’s 

membership declined from forty-six to twenty-seven, but its benevolence to 

mission work both at home and globally increased yearly.  Norris says Hope gives 

people a “sense of identity,” provides a “hospitable place” to worship God, and 

remains “so alive” to the world!   
 

Can we identify with that in some sense here at Good Shepherd Lutheran of 

Tacoma, Washington?  I think so.   
 

Peter Steinke in his book Healthy Congregations indicates that the healthy 

congregation is “purposeful.”  He says the healthy congregation has a “clear sense 

of direction.”  He lists ten characteristics which can go a long way in helping the 

healthy congregation be viable to people in a changing world:  1) clear-cut vision; 

2) passion for the un-churched; 3) a shared ministry; 4) empowered and equipped 

leaders; 5) deep spirituality; 6) flexible and functional structure; 7) celebrative 

worship centered in Word and Sacrament; 8) small group ministry; 9) hospitality; 

and 10) relationships built on love.   
 

We’ve got a lot of that here at Good Shepherd!  I know we do.   
 

What comes to mind when you read the following Scriptures?  1 Corinthians 12.  

Romans 12.  Ephesians 4.  I think it is that we have “varieties of gifts.”  We need 

each other!  And God will show us the way.  It’s how we “maintain the unity of the 

Spirit in the bond of peace.”   
 

“Organizations do best when they focus on direction and vision,” says Prof Margaret 

Wheatley.  When we understand the congregation as the “body of Christ,” we 

actively promote the health of the congregation.  God help us each and every one. 
 

  

 

GOOD SHEPHERD NEWS 

Noel D. Koss,  

Interim Minister     
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President’s Corner  

 

February is now here. Now is the time to 
evaluate how we did with our New Year’s 
resolutions. If you are like most, they lasted 
one or two weeks, then we went back to 
life as usual. In this writing, I would like to 
address the only resolution that really 
matters and can change your life. 

The one resolution that is life changing is 
hearing God’s Word on a regular weekly or 
daily basis. How many made a resolution to 
regularly attend church and hear God’s 
Word? How many of us also daily read, 
digest, and dig into God’s Word by reading 
scripture? Daily devotions are as important 
for our life as attending church services and 
hearing how God’s Word can help and 
change our lives. 

The church is full of well-meaning people. 
We want to attend church services, but 
something comes up. We go to the beach, 

go to the mountains, visitors come, or some 
other activity comes up. These things get in 
the way of our church attendance. Satan is 
hard at work doing everything he can to 
make sure we don’t hear God’s Word. 
These distractions are meant to get us out 
of our routines. Does our routine regularly 
include God’s Word through devotions and 
church attendance? 

The most important thing we can do for our 
salvation is to have daily devotions and 
regular church attendance to hear God’s 
Word. We need to remember God Loves 
Us! He loves us so much that He gave His 
only begotten Son to die for us. God doesn’t 
change. You and I change. We can get hot 
or cold on just about everything. Let’s stay 
hot on hearing and reading God’s Word. 

See you in church on Sunday, 

Joe Morton, President 
 

 

Do You Know Who Your Elder Is? 
 

Zone Elder Names 

1 Norm Gerken (253-845-1521) Alber – Classen 

2 Joe Morton (253-473-5649) Cunningham – Jaech 

3 Wayne Boudreau (253-405-4904) Jindra – McMichael 

4 Julian Doyle (253-584-7244) Munoz – Scott 

5 Tony Huset (253-753-3764) See - Zmuda 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday Sermons are now being audio recorded 

and are available for you to listen, share, and enjoy again anytime  

on our website @ www.goodshepherdluth.com 

http://www.goodshepherdluth.com/
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Tuesdays:  
Bible Study (9:15 am)                   

Quilting (10 am) 
Mites–Sunday, February 10 

 
 

To all Women of Good Shepherd, 
 

Greetings in His name! 
 

Many thanks to the Altar Guild for all their 
work adding beauty to our church.  
 

Do you remember Mites? Please share your 
blessings with $ for Mites. Some of the 
projects funded by Mites are: Lutheran Bible 
Translators, PB & J for the Homeless, Trinity 
HOPE, Haiti, Lutheran Children’s Books for 
Families Worldwide, Christ for Veterans and 
Their Families and many more. 
 

Mark your calendars NOW for Saturday, 
March 30th for the Spring Rally at Immanuel, 
Puyallup. This will be a wonderful day of 
sharing, meeting, and growing in Christ. 
 
Seafarers boxes will be filled again in 
November so start gathering new items only. 
We need Socks, Toothpaste, Toothbrushes, 
Travel Size Shampoo and Skin Lotion, 
Deodorant, wrapped bars of Soap, etc. 
 
Serving the Lord with Gladness, 
Jane Oberg 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE LUTHERAN HOUR MINISTRIES RADIO PROGRAM AND RESOURCES: 
The recordings of radio broadcasts are available on their website www.lhm.org.  

   Lutheran Hour Ministries offers Daily Devotions, Video  
   Based Bible Studies, Media Programs, and other  
  opportunities to serve, through their website. 

 

 

 

 

 
THANK YOU TO EVERYONE WHO ATTENDED THE POT BLESSINGS on 
January 20th! And thank you for the delicious food you brought to share! 
It was a special time of fellowship and meeting with Pastor McReynolds. 

 

Men’s Bible Studies in February: 

Saturday, February 2
nd

 – 8 am 

“History’s Greatest Cave In” – Mark 15 

 

Saturday, February 16
th

 – 8 am 

“Never Saw That Coming” – Mark 16 
 

 
 

Women in Mission / Women’s Ministry 

 

http://www.lhm.org/
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       Preschool News  www.littlelambstacoma.com 

Sharing Christ, Feeding Lambs 
 

ol. 
 

 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow! 
God continues to bless our preschool as we 
now have 29 students at school. During our 
Christmas break we hired Ruth Gerken to 
step in as Assistant Teacher! We thank God 
for her willingness and commitment to 
serve. 
 
Our registration for the 2019-2020 school 
year officially begins on February 1, 2019. 
We will be offering a 1-day Toddler Class, a 
2-day Three Year Old Class, a 3-day Four 
Year Old Class, and a 5-day Jr. Kindergarten 
program. We have new registration and 
tuition fees for these classes. Please call or 
visit for more information. 

  
The month of February is our health and 
hygiene month. Our Bible stories will focus 
on the healing miracles of Jesus during His 
3-year ministry on earth. We also hope to 
have a visit to our friendly dentist, Dr. Kevin 
Song. 
 
Please continue to pray for our “Little 
Lambs” as we continue to share the love of 
Jesus with them. 
 
Serving our Savior,  

Director / Teacher 

 

Gift Cards for a Cause 

 

Consider using Scrip to purchase gift cards! 
Scrip is a great way to stock up for person-
al use or gift-giving, all while donating back 
to Concordia Christian Academy! You can 
register online at www.shopwithscrip.com 
Then click “Join a Program.” The Concordia 
Christian Academy Enrollment Code is 
96B9741561449. Paper order forms and a 
brand list are available in both school      
offices. 

No Cost to You Preschool Donation 
When You Shop   

 

Thank you to everyone who has visited 
Amazon.com through our website.  We 
have been blessed by your efforts with 
Amazon donating a small portion of its 
profits to our preschool.  Remember you 
can use Amazon by logging into our 
preschool website first and clicking on 
the “Support US Shop AMAZON” 
button!  By going to Amazon through our 
website we receive a donation from 
them.  Thank you for your participation 
with this.  

http://www.littlelambstacoma.com/
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001BG0M8Y0tyqPdVaLgZ9HIfZRDO1aR9zeh4owYt19z8OWB5Fm9OipJkkF4QV5zDz9VGP_0wENAvyG08UG-FQvuK03pBAD2oP8pqudwuDZpL3rw9pGR8SH-PlABDDatbM8gIgIsBHyl-zNhQseJlkaiyiUEUc0vPtnXj2X19KwcH2lVdf6LhCoLFg==&c=jqD2kjE6wkO_EIx7blmUAu0q9iFZbuPH4zTOsd1Y41lOkgi6_K0ZpQ==&ch=l91bF7kDUhRBvS07QcjPU9yMHwgeoHvMcPqsbyk6QOkzqlLpCHSuXw==
http://www.shopwithscrip.com/

