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Equality vs. Equity



What is 
Environmental 

Justice

The fair treatment and 
meaningful involvement of all 
people, regardless of race, color, 
national origin, or income, with 
respect to the development, 
implementation, and 
enforcement of environmental 
laws, regulations, and policies.

What Is Environmental Justice? | Department of Energy



What is Energy Justice?

“Energy justice refers to the goal of achieving equity in both the 
social and economic participation in the energy system, while 
also remediating social, economic, and health burdens on 
those disproportionately harmed by the energy system.”

- Initiative for Energy Justice, 2019



Energy Burden 
and Energy 
Insecurity

Energy Burden: Percentage of 
household income that goes toward 
energy costs. 

The lower your income, the more of your 
income you spend on energy.

Energy Insecurity: Lacking reliable 
access to uninterrupted energy 
sources at an affordable price. 

https://www.aceee.org/press/2016/04/report-energy-burden-low-income
https://www.iea.org/topics/energy-security



Context is Key 



Black and Brown Communities More Exposed to Every Type of Pollution





Current Asthma Rates by Race/Ethnicity

Current Asthma Demographics | American Lung Association



Fine Particulate Air Pollution from Electricity Generation in the US: Health Impacts by Race, Income, and Geography | Environmental Science & Technology (acs.org)





Justice40 Initiative Overview
A Ray of Hope!



What is Justice40?
40% of the overall benefits of certain Federal 
investments—including investments in clean 
energy and energy efficiency; clean transit; 
affordable and sustainable housing; training 
and workforce development; the 
remediation and reduction of legacy 
pollution; and the development of clean 
water infrastructure—must flow to 
disadvantaged communities.



How do we 
measure and 
track the 
benefits of J40 
investments?

40% of overall 
benefits

How do we 
define J40 
investments?

of certain 
Federal 
investments

How do we 
define 
disadvantaged 
communities 
(DACs)?

What is Justice40? In Three Buckets…
must flow to 
disadvantaged 
communities



(1) Decrease energy burden in disadvantaged communities (DACs).
(2) Decrease exposure to pollutants and environmental burdens in DACs
(3) Increase parity in clean energy technology access and adoption (e.g.,

solar, storage) in DACs.
(4) Increase access to low-cost capital in DACs.
(5) Increase MBE/DBE clean energy enterprise creation in DACs.
(6) Increase the clean energy job pipeline and job training for individuals

from DACs.
(7) Increase energy resiliency in DACs.
(8) Increase energy democracy in DACs.

DOE Justice40 Policy Priorities



Key Outcomes of Justice40

Wealth Creation

Workforce Development

Reduced Burden

Long-Term Investment



Justice40 
provides a pathway for equitable

deep decarbonization that transforms and  
builds wealth in underserved/overburdened 

communities. 



Current 
Efforts



A tool to measure and 
track DOE progress 
toward Justice40.

https://www.energy.gov/diversity/energy-justice-dashboard-beta



Questions?

Thank you!
Yasmin.Yacoby@hq.doe.gov


