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Metro – Portland’s regional government

1.6 million residents; urban 
portion of 3 counties



Steward of the 
region’s waste 
stream, including 
household 
hazardous wastes

Metro’s role



• Provide background on chemical policy 
regulations 

• Apply an equity perspective to risks from 
consumer products

• Provide foundation for Metro priorities, 
involvement & resource for other organizations

Purpose of Metro’s Toxics 
   Reduction and Equity Study



• Executive Summary – for general audiences

• Introduction – to chemicals policy

• Equity Framework

• Consumer Product Reviews

• Regulatory context

• Opportunities for Action

• Appendices 

Introuction quity framework for toxics 
reduction

Consumer product literature reviews (10)

Stakeholder perspectives

Opportunities for action

Organization of the Report



Equity 
framework

Cumulative Risk- 
health effects 
from chemical 
stressors can be 
compounded by 
other life 
stressors such as 
racism. 



Equity 
framework

Targeted 
universalism 
-strategies to 
achieve a broader 
goal must be 
targeted and 
specific to address 
unique 
sub-population 
needs



Consumer product reviews 
explore disproportionate risks

Apparel and outdoor wear

Building materials

Carpet

Children’s products

Cleaning products for the home

Furniture

Personal care products

Urban pesticides

Single use food and drink containers

Workplace exposures in the service sector



Who do we focus on 
in order to increase 
equity and achieve 

targeted universalism?



• Low– income residents

• High-risk workers

• Pregnant mothers

• People of color

• Children/youth



Consumer product reviews example: 
personal care products (PCPs) 

Women/people that are regularly using makeup, 
adolescents, and professionals in hair/nail care may be 
some of the most impacted by toxics in these products.



Women of color 
are at higher risk

Because of the types of 
products they report using 
AND the effects of systemic 

racism. 



Hair care professionals at 
risk from a slew of 

chemicals used in salons 

Formaldehyde
Methyl methacrylate
P-phenylenediamine
Ammonium persulfate
Toluene
Ammonia



How are findings from the study 
informing Metro’s work and 
priorities? 

Newer partnerships with community support activities that 
can contribute to reduced health risks.





A. Advance policies and programs that 
address disproportionate health risks 

B. Advance research and education 
around exposures, health risks and 
solutions

C. Convene and collaborate with 
cross-sector stakeholders

Opportunities for Action



Find the report here: 

https://www.oregonmetro.gov/toxics-reduc
tion-and-equity-study

https://www.oregonmetro.gov/toxics-reduction-and-equity-study
https://www.oregonmetro.gov/toxics-reduction-and-equity-study

