
 

 

Roundtable Sessions 
 

DAY 1:   PRINCIPLES  (Wednesday, October 20) 
 

U.S. EPA Keynotes 
 

Senior leadership from U.S. EPA’s Pollution Prevention program will 
provide a welcome and overview of EPA’s efforts and priorities in the P2 
realm and beyond.  Speakers are Tim Hamlin, Director, Land, Chemicals 
and Redevelopment Division, EPA Region 10, Jeff Scott, Director, Land, 
Chemicals and Redevelopment Division, EPA Region 9, and David 
Widawsky, Director of Data Gathering and Analysis, who provides 
executive leadership for a wide range of work under EPA’s mission for 
chemical safety and sustainability in implementation of the Toxic 
Substances Control Act (TSCA), the Pollution Prevention Act (PPA), and 
the Emergency Planning and Community Right-to-Know Act/Toxics 
Release Inventory (TRI). 

P2 Projects Considering Environmental Justice 

  

Learn how organizations are accessing environmental, demographic, and 
human health data to help make informed decisions and incorporate 
lived experiences into their equity work. Environmental Justice (EJ) and 
service equity are a strong focus at the federal, state, and local level.  
Examples of state and local organizations incorporating EJ approaches 
into technical assistance and pollution prevention efforts including some 
tangible project results. 

Pandemic, Sustainability, & Healthy Buildings 

 

What are the longer-term impacts of Covid-19, and how can we ensure 
cleaner and safer workplaces, hospitality properties, and educational 
facilities? Presentations will cover a framework to safely assist the return 
to offices, balancing space use, technologies, human interactions, and 
resilience, effective short-term and innovative long-term strategies to 
lower spread of indoor pollutants and create healthy buildings, 
opportunities to increase health and safety through real-time 
performance verification, digital assets, and emerging 
technologies.  Also, hear case studies demonstrating how WELL Building 
Standard® contributes to improved indoor air quality.   

 
Networking  

Join this interactive session with opportunities to relate to peers in 
multiple small group breakouts. We’ll connect through our work and 
personal connections in this fun and informative sharing of program 
updates, re-connecting, and meeting new folks! 

 

P2 WEST: INSPIRATION, INNOVATION & IMPLEMENTATION 
U.S. EPA REGIONS 9 AND 10  



 

 

DAY 2:  EMERGING POLLUTANTS  (Thursday, October 21) 
Emerging Pollutants: PFAS Source 
Reduction  

More than 4,700 per- and polyfluorinated alkyl substances (PFAS), also 
known as “forever chemicals”, exist, and are used/found in products, 
manufacturing processes, drinking water, and in the 
environment.   Massachusetts Office of Technical Assistance will 
discuss partnering with wastewater treatment facilities to reach out to 
companies upstream from drinking water protection areas to help 
identify sources of PFAS in operations, including questionnaires to 
specific industries and vendors, and direct outreach to the pulp & 
paper and metal finishing industries.  Learn from California Department 
of Toxics Substances Control on their regulation of this large group of 
chemicals as a class, and strategies for upstream P2 solutions. 

Innovative Approaches to Green Chemistry Discover how purchasers and product manufacturers rely on the Safer 
Choice program to reduce the use of hazardous ingredients, market 
safer products, and protect the health of their customers and 
employees. Learn how biomimicry is an innovative tool used to provide 
safer alternatives.  

Emerging Pollutants: 6PPD Learn about the research and the regulatory response to 6PPD-
quinone, a transformation product of the tire anti-degradant 6PPD, 
which has recently been discovered to be the chemical responsible for 
Urban Runoff Mortality Syndrome (URMS). URMS, also known as Coho 
pre-spawn mortality, is a condition first identified on the West Coast of 
the United States causing adult Coho salmon to die when returning to 
freshwater streams before spawning.  

Pathway to Decarbonization Learn the Department of Energy’s efforts to implement President 
Biden’s Justice40 Initiative, which delivers 40% of the overall benefits 
of climate investments to disadvantaged communities. Discover the 
importance of energy storage as a key enabler to renewable electricity 
transmission and how it can advance equitable outcomes. Understand 
the current opportunities to replace refrigerants with high global 
warming potential with climate-friendly refrigerants and technology. 



 

 

  
 

Session Name / 
Date 

Session Description 

SMALL BUSINESS (Wednesday, October 27) 
Green Business 
Programs 

Understand how to achieve pollution prevention goals in the largest portion of our economy, 
small to medium sized businesses, by "right sizing" sustainability initiatives with green business 
programs. Lessons learned and best practices to prevent and minimize hazardous waste, air, 
and water pollution as well as conservation of energy, materials, and water are shared through 
case studies. A variety of new and existing green business program models and environmental 
impact tracking and measurement methods are featured. 

Foodware Aware Learn how the Foodware Aware program, operated by the County of San Mateo Office of 
Sustainability, and is ensuring food facilities have the necessary resources to comply with a 
new Disposable Food Service Ware Ordinance. This new law regulates and reduces disposable 
food service ware made of plastic and other foodware waste. The County’s Foodware Aware 
Team helps food facilities make the transition away from plastics (including PLA) and reduce 
foodware waste, engaging the public as well. The Foodware Aware team is comprised of staff 
from the County (Eun-Soo Lim, Chris Schlafter), Environmental Innovation, Inc. (Lawrence 
Nussbaum, Paul May) and Rethink Disposable (Grace Lee). This team will present learnings 
from their pilot launch of the program in the City of Half Moon Bay.  

Motivations to 
Adopt P2 and 
Facilitated 
Discussion 

What does data analysis of companies that have adopted P2 changes through the years tell us? 
Learn and discuss with your peers in a facilitated discussion to reflect on observations of 
companies adopting P2 measures, or not, within your experience.  

Dry Cleaner 
Reimbursement 
Programs 

Compare the programs and results of different financial reimbursement structures that 
successfully transitioned PERC dry cleaners in Washington and California. Government 
organizations provided financial reimbursement for PERC dry cleaning businesses to transition 
to safer cleaning alternatives for the last two decades.  

Healthy Nail Salons Learn about the initial and ongoing research that led to Healthy Nail Salons programs. A 
detailed description of Healthy Nail Salon Collaboration program in California – how it works, 
the verification of implementation, how it addresses Environmental Justice and the impact of 
COVID-19 on this industry is featured, including resources for launching new programs. 
Legislative and regulatory initiatives to protect workers, and a case study from a model salon 
are included. 



 

 

 
 

Session Name / Date Session Description 

IMPLEMENTATION  (Thursday, October 28) 

Efficiency/Lean Receive a foundation of Lean terminology and an understanding of how to use continuous 
improvement tools to help businesses reduce environmental impacts and costs. Learn to 
see environmental wastes as a part of the 8 lean wastes. Examples of how to visualize and 
integrate pollution prevention opportunities into lean process improvements are provided. 
Presented by Kurt Middlekoop with Hugh O’Neill and Ben Jarvis. 

Internship Programs Pollution Prevention Internship programs are a proven tool to build relationships with 
businesses, garner high-impact P2 results, and provide real-world training opportunities 
for the next generation of sustainability leaders. This session includes an example of 
working with partners to establish a pollution prevention internship program. Participants 
will learn more about the costs, barriers, resources, reporting, and benefits of conducting 
an internship program, and innovative program structures that leverage the expertise of 
universities, State environmental agencies, and federal resources. Presentations of project 
results from Oregon Applied Sustainability Experience (OASE) interns will be shared. 

Alternatives in Metal 
Finishing and Vapor 
Degreasing 
and  
P2 Finance 
/Sustainability 
Accounting 

Learn how different business have successfully switched to safer alternatives to major 
vapor degreasing solvents and using green chemistry within metal finishing operations. 
Several case studies are included. Also learn about the P2 Finance tool that helps 
businesses understand the true costs of “doing nothing” vs. implementing p2 solution(s).  

Leveraging Climate 
Disasters to Increase P2 
Adoption 

Take part in this session, led by a panel of experts working with businesses, on achieving 
resiliency using P2 techniques.  Learn the possible disruptions of interest to businesses and 
how P2 techniques can help them achieve their mitigation goals. Wildfires, drought, grid 
resilience, conservation and efficiency will be discussed. Panel presentations will be 
followed by interactive discussions with participants. 

 


