
SUSTAINABLE FOOD WASTE MANAGEMENT 
THROUGH THE 

FOOD RECOVERY CHALLENGE 
Feed People Not Landfills 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I’m going to be providing you with an overview of EPA’s Food Recovery Challenge, which is the focal point of our Sustainable Food Management Initiative.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
In the book, America’s Wasteland Jonathan Bloom estimated using EPA’s Americans wasting a volume of food large enough food to fill the Rose Bowl on a daily basis. 44% of the food produced and imported in the US ends up in the landfill or compost pile.  Food waste is now the single largest component of the municipal solid waste stream.  



Our largest waste stream is one of the 
least recycled waste streams. 

Source:  EPA Municipal Solid Waste Characterization, 2013, http://www.epa.gov/osw/nonhaz/municipal/msw99.htm 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
How much food waste are we generating?21% of our municipal solid waste stream is made up of food waste.  And yet, we recover just 2% of that.Wasted food is a tremendous challenge AND a huge opportunity.  While in our Region the tipping fees to dump materials in landfills is generally lower than the national average, there are still opportunities for economic incentives, community partnerships, and environmental benefits for reducing wasted food.===========================The good news is that composting is on the rise. BioCycle’s update to the findacomposter.com database shows a nearly 94% increase in the number of composting facilities nation-wide. Some large cities across the nation are even signing bills requiring commercial food scraps recycling. 



Food waste is a problem because it 
impacts the economy. 

 
 Financially, wasted food costs America more 

than $100 billion annually (Bloom, 2007) 
– Disposal cost of municipal waste management 
– Over purchasing costs 
– Cost of lost energy 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
One compelling reason to tackle food waste is due to the financial impacts. food waste also has a huge financial cost to the country. It was estimated that wasted food actually cost the U.S. $100 billion a year, which is a lot of money, especially in these economic times. And these costs come from disposal costs, over purchasing costs, so purchasing things that you don't end up using, and just the cost of lost energy. Food waste costs the commercial food service industry roughly $30-40 billion annually. http://www.leanpath.com/docs/FoodWastePrevention_DEQ.pdf 



It impacts society. 

 50 million Americans, or 14% of American 
households, were food insecure in 2009 
(USDA). 
 Food insecurity can 

increase the 
likelihood for an 
individual to have 
major health 
concerns. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Food Waste also impacts our Society.  It also impacts society. Currently there are about 50 million Americans or about 14% of American households that are food insecure, which increases health issues, and it's something that just has major impacts on society. According to Feeding America, 15% of Illinois households are currently facing food insecurity, but as mentioned in the previous slide, 44% of all the food produced or imported for consumption in the US ended up in the trash.And the way that reducing food waste can impact this is through food donation, where people would be donating wholesome, edible food, so not the things that we're putting in the trash as far as like the scraps, but really that food that doesn't need to be wasted, that still has value.Source:   2009 Food Insecurity Rate: Gundersen, C., E. Waxman, E. Engelhard and J. Brown. Feeding America. Map the Meal Gap 2011: Food Insecurity Estimates at the County Level.



It impacts the environment. 

 Food that enters a landfill 
produces methane, a 
greenhouse gas with 21 times 
the warming potential of CO2 

 Food production impacts 
water quality, soil 
productivity, and contributes 
to about 13% of the nation’s 
greenhouse gas emissions. 



One tool to reduce food waste is EPA’s 
Food Recovery Challenge (FRC) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Through the Food Recovery Challenge, the EPA is offering a variety of methods which can assist in diverting food from landfills. We offer technical assistance, free access to a waste tracking system so that you can track from year to year, and then also track greenhouse gas emission reductions. And we also have recognition and awards. And other than that the benefits to people are, of course, cost savings, supporting communities and reducing the environmental impact that food waste has.The FRC is a FREE, simple tool.You’ll receive free technical assistance from regional EPA staff.Standardized metrics allow for easy comparison.Opportunity to learn about best management practices.Be recognized for your innovative work with food waste



Want to Join the Food Recovery 
Challenge? 

1. Join EPA’s Food Recovery Challenge at 
https://connect.re-trac.com/register/epafrc  
 
2. Submit baseline food waste data within 90 days of joining 

 
3. Set goal for reducing the amount of food waste reaching 

landfills.  
Commit to a numerical increase in at least one of the three food 

diversion categories (prevention, donation, and 
composting) 

 
4. Report annually  

Done using the SMM Data Management Tool 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

https://connect.re-trac.com/register/epafrc


Where can you reduce waste? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Reduce waste- waste reduction= cost reductionFirst preferred:  Source Reduction- Reduce wasteBenefits of Reduction & PreventionCut Down on Your Disposal Costs –Reduce Your Over-Purchasing & Labor Costs –Reduce Plate Waste Diversion- landfilling



FRC Program Success to Date 
 

• 396 Active participants nationwide 

• Last year reported over 600,000 tons diverted 

• 88,500  tons in donations to feed people 

• 62% increase in diversion from 2013 

Allstate Arena 
Excel Energy Center 
Red Sox 
MGM Resorts 
Seattle Mariners 
 
 

UIC 
NHL 
SuperValu 
Forgotten Harvest 
Atlanta Braves 

Kroger 
Disneyland 
Minnestoa Twins 
Philly Eagles 
Cleveland Indians 
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Presentation Notes
So it's really easy to join if you are interested. Once you join, we ask that you do a baseline food waste assessment within 60 days of joining, and you set a three-year goal.  And then and we ask you to report your measurements annually. And I really want to mention that we're not a “got you” program, if you set your goal and for some reason don't make the goal we don't shine a light on you and say, hey, look it, you didn't meet your goal. What we're really focusing on are really the great things that people are already doing or that they're going to do as part of the program to try to build a national collective awareness on the economic, social and environmental impacts of food waste.  Together and through EPA’s networks we can work together to drive a new social norm in managing food and food waste more sustainably since it makes a lot more sense to feed people and not landfills. 



http://media.apps.chicagotribune.com 



Susan Vescovi 
(312) 886-6713 

vescovi.susan@epa.gov 
 
 

http://www.epa.gov/foodrecoverychallenge 

http://www.epa.gov/foodrecoverychallenge
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