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Live within the Christian Family 
Most Rev. Anthony Mikovsky, Prime Bishop 

(Continued on Page 3.) 

On the second Sunday of October, the Polish 

National Catholic Church celebrated the Solemnity 

of the Christian Family.  This Solemnity was institut-

ed at the Third General Synod held at Chicago, 

Illinois in 1914.  This feast day, together with that of 

the Institution of the Polish National Catholic on the 

second Sunday of March and the feast of the Father-

land on the second Sunday of May were approved by 

the Synod.  The minutes of the Synod say, “The 

Synod did not only receive the information, but with 

enthusiasm supported the thought given by Bishop 

Hodur.” (P.N.C.C.: The Minutes of the First Eleven 

General Synods, pg. 91) 

During the past many weeks within the Sunday read-

ings of the liturgy we have been spending some time 

on the teachings of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, 

regarding the kingdom of God through His parables.  

We have learned that bringing about the kingdom of 

God, which in actuality means accomplishing the 

reign of God in our own lives, can happen in an 

abundance of ways.  We saw in the parable of the 

sower that the seed is spread abundantly, but it pro-

duces a yield only when it falls on good soil.   But 

then, of course, this begs the questions, where is the 

good soil to be found, especially within our own lives 

today. 

It is here that we come to the Solemnity of the 

Christian Family within our Holy Church.  When we 

ask the question, ‘Where do I begin to build the king-

dom of God?”; “Where does the reign of God first 

begin to take hold?” the answer starts with the 

Christian Family.  It is here that we can begin to 

show our own enthusiastic support, like the Third 

General Synod delegates mentioned, with this work 

within the Christian Family. 

While recognizing that sometimes our families do not 

measure up to the Creator’s plan, we also know that 

in the ideal situation, it is within the family that a 

child first learns of the ways of love and the Christian 

ideal of serving others as a joy.  We pray this in the 

Opening Prayer of the Solemnity of the Christian 

Family when we say, “God, our Heavenly Father, 

You have blessed each of us with the gift of family 

that through our family life we may learn to love and 

care for others.”   

The results of this prayer though are something that 

must be considered.  Certainly the object of the pray-

er is that children, and others as well, will be brought 

up to love and express care and service for others.  

We also pray that this love and care will ultimately 

be extended outside of the nuclear family, to the ex-

tended family, the parish family and the entire 

Christian community as well.  Again we pray, “Open 

our eyes to recognize in all people the bonds of kin-

ship, may we unselfishly serve them who with us 

have been made co-heirs with Christ.”  We are called 

to see within our relationship to Christ, a true and 

strong Christian family relationship with our brothers 

and sisters in the faith.   

It is certainly my hope and prayer that this is being 

accomplished within our families and within our par-

ishes.  And I intend this not only for the young 

children, but for all of us who are still continuing to 

strive in the ways of perfection to better love and bet-

ter serve one another.  I will certainly admit that I 

have much yet to accomplish in setting my heart and 

my life right in the ways of Almighty God and all of 

us should probably admit the same.  We should pray 

this prayer with our families often, so that as we 

continue on this journey of increasing love and in-
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creasing service we may recognize our own family 

life, our extended family life and our parish family 

life as an important part of this work. 

We can see that there is also another side to this situ-

ation, and this amounts to our helping others to be 

guided in the ways of love, care and service.  Again 

in the Prayer after Communion on the Solemnity of 

the Christian Family we pray, “…we entrust to Your 

loving care and correction the members of our fami-

lies, both near and far.  Supply their needs, guide 

their steps, keep them safe in body and soul.”  While 

we pray that our Heavenly Father will supply these 

things we must also realize that they will be accom-

plished through the actions of those already within 

the family.  Each of us, as members of our own fami-

lies and members of our parish families, are called to 

supply their needs, guide their steps and keep them 

safe.  Let us now take a quick look at each of these 

items. 

We are called to supply the needs of those around us.  

We, of course, begin with the loving-kindness that we 

show to our immediate family and those with whom 

we share our daily life.  And we also seek to extend 

this to those members of our family who no longer 

live with us.  Are we caring for our parents, or our 

brothers and sisters, if they live a distance from us?  

Do we have such concern for our extended relatives?  

We then also seek to extend this even further.  Are 

those with whom we share a parish life or worship 

life in any need?  Do we seek to meet the needs of 

those who live within our own communities and 

neighborhoods?   

But to meet the physical needs of those around us is 

also only a first step.  We are called within the prayer 

to guide their steps.  This means that part of the love 

we share as a Christian Family is to concern our-

selves with the education of those around us, and this 

especially means moral education and guidance.  Of 

course this begins with our children, making sure that 

they participate in the Christian education programs 

of the parish like the School of Christian Living.  It 

extends to the sacramental preparation as the young 

members of our families and our parishes get ready to 

receive the Sacraments of Penance, Eucharist and 

Confirmation.  And we must think that this is not on-

ly to make sure that our own children attend these 

important parts of our parish life, but also that we en-

courage others.  Sometimes this encouragement must 

include an offer to chauffeur children so that they can 

attend these important classes.  Sometimes this en-

(Live within the Christian Family- Continued from Page 1.) couragement means that we must offer ourselves to 

teach a catechetical class or School of Christian 

Living class so that there is someone to offer this im-

portant ministry.  Sometimes this encouragement 

means that we will attend a class along with our 

children and other youth to show them just how im-

portant these life lessons are in “guiding their steps” 

along the road of life with our Lord. 

Lastly we pray that Almighty God will “keep them 

safe in body and soul.”  Again, in many ways, this is 

a work that will fall to us as parents and guardians for 

children or as fellow Christians in a journey of a 

Christian life.  The Lord has entrusted to parents and 

guardians a precious life which must be cared for, 

loved and nurtured.  But that same precious life is 

placed within a larger extended parish family which 

also shares a responsibility for their protection, guid-

ance and safety.  This same can also be said for those 

within the parish, the community or the neighbor-

hood which surrounds us and our families. 

I know that some might be thinking that it’s all just 

too much.  How can I be all of these things to all of 

these people?  And the answer is that we can’t.  But 

we also can’t just throw up our hands and do nothing.  

We are called as members of the Christian Family to 

act and we can certainly take up some role.  We can 

certainly accomplish some act of loving-kindness for 

those members of our parish family around us.  May-

be it’s being an SOCL teacher.  Maybe it’s making 

sure that families are supported in helping to bring 

their children to catechetical classes.  Maybe it’s out-

reach to the community with a clothing drive, or help 

with meals.  There are so very many ways that we 

can support our parish family or our wider communi-

ty family. 

As a response to the Solemnity of the Christian Fami-

ly, I encourage each and every parish of our Polish 

National Catholic Church, as a part of our Disciple-

ship 2020 program this year, to consider what is 

needed: within the lives of your parish families, with-

in the life of the parish itself and within your local 

community.  And then begin to seek those individu-

als, members of your parish family, to accomplish 

this work of loving-kindness, this work of family 

support, this work of community involvement.  And 

my brothers and sisters, I ask each of you to search 

your hearts to see where you can offer yourself for 

some good work within the parish family.  Where 

you can “meet their needs, guide their steps and keep 

them safe?”  This is what we are called to as a  
(Continued on bottom of Page 14.) 
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The Consecration of Bishop Jarosław Rafalko 

St. Stanislaus Cathedral, Scranton, PA 

On Monday, September 14, 2020, the Solemnity of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross, the Polish National 

Catholic Church gathered in a joyous celebration as one of its priests was elevated to the order of bishop within 

the Holy Catholic Church.  Although this was certainly a joyous celebration for the Church, the realities of the 

Covid-19 pandemic were also evident in the size of the congregation as the concern for social distancing and 

mask wearing were observed. 

Bishops of the Polish National Catholic Church (l-r): Rt. Rev. Bernard Nowicki, Diocesan Bishop of the Central Diocese; 

Rt. Rev. John Mack, Diocesan Bishop of the Buffalo-Pittsburgh Diocese; Most Rev. Anthony Mikovsky, Prime Bishop of the 

P.N.C.C.; newly-consecrated Rt. Rev. Jarosław Rafalko, Diocesan Bishop of the Western Diocese; Rt. Rev. Paul Sobiechowski, 

Diocesan Bishop of the Eastern Diocese and Most Rev. John Swantek, Prime Bishop Emeritus. 

At 2:00 p.m. the processional hymn “Blessed is He” 

rang out from a reduced choir and the shortened pro-

cession into church began.  Where formerly there 

would be ranks of clergy and the entire Supreme 

Council of the Church, now only the bishops of the 

P.N.C.C. and their assistants, together with the mas-

ters of ceremony made up the procession. 

After reaching the sanctuary, the Document of 

Election and Appointment, signed by the appropriate 

authorities, was read by Cathy Bilinski, a Supreme 

Council representative from the Western Diocese, 

where Bishop Rafalko now serves.  Following this 

the Bishop-Elect read his declaration of faithfulness 

and commitment to the faith of the Undivided Church 

and the pronouncements of the Polish National 

Catholic Church.  He committed himself to the sacred 

obligation of preaching the Gospel, administering the 

Holy Sacraments, ministering to and governing the 

diocese in a spirit of love, brotherhood and righteous-

ness. 

Next the consecrator, the Prime Bishop, Most Rev. 

Anthony Mikovsky, gave the commission to the one 

about to be consecrated.  Within this instruction he 

reminded the Bishop-Elect of the important role of 

the bishop within the Church: “You have been called 

to keep watch over the faith, unity and order of the 
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Church; You have been called to celebrate the 

sacraments of the New Covenant, to have care over 

their administration, to ordain priests and deacons, to 

assist in the consecration of bishops; You are called 

to be in all things a devoted shepherd and a true ex-

ample for the flock of Christ; You bear the concern 

of the Church in the entire world.”  The Commission 

ends with the words: “It will be your joy to follow 

Him, Who came not to be served, but to serve and to 

give His life as a ransom for many.  Love all those 

whom God entrusts to you.”  Following this Com-

mission, the Prime Bishop questioned the Bishop-

Elect concerning matters of faith so that all may 

“know the conviction and faith of him whom the 

Church is to anoint as leader of the people.”  Follow-

ing this, the Hymn of Faith was sung and the 

celebration of Holy Mass began.  

After the conclusion of the Second Reading and be-

fore the Alleluia Verse, the ceremonies of the 

consecration were performed.  This began with the 

Litany of Saints while the candidate prayed, prostrate 

within the nave of the Cathedral.  Due to the Covid-

19 pandemic, the Litany was spoken instead of being 

chanted, but this moment was still a powerful one as 

the saints were called upon to pray for the Church 

and her ministers.  The Litany concluded with the 

Prime Bishop blessing the Candidate. 

Next all of the P.N.C.C. Bishops in attendance sur-

rounded the one to be consecrated.  The Book of 

Gospels was placed upon his head and shoulders, the 

bishops all lay hands upon the one to be consecrated 

and together pronounce the words: “Receive the Ho-

ly Spirit.”  Due to the fact that the bishops had to be 

in close proximity to accomplish this holy action, 

face shields were worn.  The Prime Bishop, as Con-

secrator, next prayed the Consecratory Preface and 

then the Hymn to the Holy Spirit, “Come, Thou Cre-

ator” was sung.  During the singing of this hymn, the 

head of the newly consecrated bishop was anointed.   

The Hymn of the Polish National Catholic Church, 

“Through the Years” was next sung.  Following this 

hymn the hands of the new bishop were anointed and 

bound, the pectoral cross was blessed and given to 

the new bishop and the bishop’s ring was blessed and 

placed on his finger.  The pastoral staff, the crozier, 

was also blessed and placed between his bound 

hands.  Lastly the Book of Gospels was handed to the 

newly consecrated Bishop with the words: “Go forth, 

proclaim the Word of God to the faithful with zeal 

and without fear.”  The hands of the new bishop were 

then cleansed and Holy Mass continued with the Al-

leluia Verse and the Proclamation of the Gospel.  

The Sacrament of the Word of God was preached by 

Prime Bishop Anthony Mikovsky in which he spoke 

of the fact that even in difficult times, such as the 

present pandemic, the work of the Church must and 

will continue.  It is evident in this consecration and 

will be evident in the work and ministry of the bish-

ops, including now, Bishop Jarosław Rafalko. 

Towards the end of Mass, the final act of the conse-

cration was the blessing of the mitre, when it was 

placed upon the head of the new bishop.  The present 

bishops of the P.N.C.C. then gave their solemn epis-

copal blessing, followed by the solemn episcopal 

blessing of the newly consecrated Bishop Jarosław 

Rafalko. 

As a conclusion of this joyful occasion within the life 

of the Church, the “Te Deum,” the Church’s hymn of 

joy and thanksgiving, was recited, again not chanted 

due to the Covid-19 pandemic, and the ministers re-

cessed from the sanctuary. 

Bishop Jerry Rafalko has now taken his position as 

the Diocesan Bishop of the Western Diocese of the 

Polish National Catholic Church and pastor of All 

Saints Cathedral in Chicago, Illinois.  The official 

installation took place on Saturday, October 3, 2020 

with the Celebration of Holy Mass and a celebratory 

dinner. 

We encourage all to keep Bishop Rafalko in your 

daily prayers as he takes up the mantle of leading the 

Western Diocese of our Holy Church. 

The laying on of hands as the Consecrator and 

Co-Consecrators pray: “Receive the Holy Spirit.” 
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2021 Home Liturgical Wall Calendar Orders Now Being Accepted 

The Polish National Catholic Church will have full color 2021 home liturgical calendars for sale on a first-come, first-

served basis.  This calendar with original photographs for each month includes information concerning P.N.C.C. holy 

days.  We urge you to order calendars for your parishioners as soon as possible because our supply will be very limited. 

Calendar prices have increased slightly due to an increase in paper and printing costs.  Shipping costs have also 

changed. The chart below can be used for calculating your costs. 

 
*An invoice for shipping costs will be included in your shipment. 

PLEASE NOTE that an additional $30.00 is required for ad setup for a sponsor (quite often a funeral di-

rector) and specific parish information regarding Sunday services, telephone numbers, name of pastor, etc. 

Please place your order and send in your payment as soon as possible so that we can ship your calendars to you before 

the New Year. When the calendars arrive from our printer we will begin shipping out paid orders.  Hurry and get your 

orders in because this year’s stock is limited, and once we have run out of stock, no more will be printed!  You must pay 

for your calendars in full prior to us shipping them to you. 

Thank you for your continued support of this Church-wide endeavor.  If you pick up your order at the National Church 

Center, there will be no shipping charge. 

 

Quantity 
Cost per 

Calendar 

Calendar 

Cost Sub-

total 
U.S. Shipping 

U.S. 

Total 

Canada 

Shipping 

(USD) 

Canada 

Total 

(USD) 

1 $3.75 $3.75 $3.00 $6.75 $3.75 $7.50 

2 $3.75 $7.50 $3.00 $10.50 $5.05 $12.55 

3 $3.75 $11.25 $3.00 $14.25 $6.15 $17.40 

4 $3.75 $15.00 $3.50 $18.50 $12.25 $27.25 

5 $3.75 $18.75 $3.50 $22.25 $20.75 $39.50 

6 $3.75 $22.50 $3.50 $26.00 $20.75 $43.25 

7 $3.75 $26.25 $3.90 $30.15 $32.00 $58.25 

8 $3.75 $30.00 $3.90 $33.90 $32.00 $62.00 

9 $3.75 $33.75 $3.90 $37.65 $32.00 $65.75 

10 $3.60 $36.00 $4.50 $40.50 $50.25 $86.25 

11+ $3.60 $39.60+ 
*Depends on package 

weight & recipient’s 

geographic location* 
  

*Depends on package 

weight & recipient’s 

geographic location* 
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(Continued on middle of Page 11.) 

Sit Still and Be Afraid? 

Rev. Jim Konicki, Chair, P.N.C.C. Vocations Commission 

American workers are among the most productive 

workers in the world. According to the World 

Population Review for 2020 

(https://worldpopulationreview.com/country-rankings/most-

productive-countries), U.S. workers rank third with 

GDP per hour worked of $67.32. American full-time 

employees work 41.5 hours on average per week and 

about 11.1% of employees work over 50 hours per 

week.  

The two more productive economies, Norway and 

Luxembourg, show people working fewer hours yet 

being more productive. The average worker in Nor-

way spends 38 hours on work (kudos to our brothers 

and sisters in Norway), and in Luxembourg people 

work an average of 40 hours per week. 

While the U.S. is the third-most productive country 

per hour, the greater time spent working shows that 

many Americans live to work instead of working as a 

means to live. The other two economies are not 

much better off. While there is more ‘free’ time, that 

time is spent doing stuff. 

The advent of the COVID-19 crisis caused many to 

take a forced step back. Businesses shut down, peo-

ple went on unemployment insurance, and then 

ceaselessly complained because they could not be as 

on-the-go as they were before. Like a major winter 

storm, the nation experienced bad cabin fever and a 

surge of impatience. 

There is something within us, perhaps our national 

founding myth, that makes us feel like we are lazy, 

worthless, wasting our time, or even unsaved, if we 

are not productive and busy all the time. We impart 

that same message to our children, encouraging their 

involvement in sports, clubs and organizations (to 

the detriment of their faith life at times) while main-

taining accountability for top grades. 

Several generations ago, the life of the family was 

going to be revolutionized by the automatic washing 

machine. Up until then, washing the family’s laundry 

literally took an entire day. I personally remember 

wash boards, wringer washers, and hanging out the 

laundry. People referred to this one day as wash day. 

Then came the Maytag. We could throw the clothing 

into a machine, then into another machine, and then 

leave and go do something else. What a time saver! 

The computer was the same way. It enables us to do 

more work in a lot less time. It gives us freedom to 

move on. 

But what happened? Did we get more time to relax 

because of these machines and time/effort savers? 

No, we filled our time with other duties. More, more, 

and more again. 

When times of silence and aloneness do occur, we do 

our best to fill them with noise, with distraction. TV, 

Hulu, Netflix, Disney+, ESPN, Pandora, iTunes, 

Spotify, old fashioned radio – the avenues for filling 

our time abound. We have to do stuff, perhaps afraid 

of what might happen if we would just be still for a 

moment. 

Jesus sets forth the way we are to go. We are to pur-

posefully go into times of silence and apartness and 

to do it without fear. 

Jesus was very busy. In fact, Mark’s Gospel gives 

the impression that everyone is always in a hurry – 

always busy. The word “immediately” appears over 

fifty times in Mark’s Gospel. 

In Mark, Chapter 1 alone: Jesus is baptized, “And 

immediately the Holy Spirit sent him into the de-

sert.” Jesus encounters Simon and Andrew fishing 

and invites them to be disciples, “Immediately they 

left their nets.” Jesus heals people and casts out de-

mons, and “immediately and quickly the news spread 

about Jesus.” And finally, after a fast-paced begin-

ning, Mark 1:35 tells us: Very early the next morn-

ing, long before daylight, Jesus got up and left the 

house. He went out of town to a lonely place, where 

he prayed. 

Why? Couldn’t He get more done if He stayed fo-

cused and in place? How could He stand the silence 

of that lonely place? These questions show our pref-

erence over the actuality of Jesus’ experience. 

In that lonely quiet place, away from all busyness, 

Jesus met with His Father. He encountered Him and 

was renewed by Him. He took, His Father’s direc-

tion, His Father’s mission charge from that time. 

There was no fear. Rather, Jesus desired that time - 

renewal in His Father’s great love. 

Could we do that? Certainly! Will we? That is the 

question.  
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Kurs 2020 - The Show Must Go On! 

Article 3 - The Final Curtain 

By Nick Kazinetz  

So, we are two articles in on Virtual Kurs 

2020.  Some people may think there were no camp-

ers, so it must have been easy.  Well if you read the 

last article summary by Mikey you found out we had 

1 hour of free time a day.  That was the truth.  Let's 

hear from our final counselors.  Up first is Nick Ger-

ardi who can identify with the feeling of our campers 

who missed Kurs 2020, but got a little taste, even if 

virtually. 

Nick Gerardi 

In the weeks leading up to camp, I wasn’t even sure 

if I would be able to make the trip up to Waymart 

due to my work situation. As a civil engineer on a 

construction site with a limited field staff, it was dif-

ficult to get some time off for the week of camp. 

However, I was able to get Monday off, which meant 

I could be at Spojnia Farm for a long weekend. 

As mentioned by others, we were put in different 

teams to make sure we had all aspects of virtual Kurs 

covered. I started off on the prep team, and spent 

most of the day setting up for challenges and videos. 

After we realized how much time editing those vide-

os took, I was moved to the editing team. Since I 

would be leaving on Monday, I could also do some 

light editing from home if needed. 

Early in the week we were trying to get as many vid-

eos recorded as possible, and editing them was no 

small task. I give all credit to Mikey, Jennessa, and 

James; they really did a fantastic job on the videos. 

Dividing up into small work teams helped us all stay 

focused on the main goal, which was to put on the 

best virtual Kurs that we possibly could. 

Before I knew it, it was Monday, and I only had a 

few hours left of camp in 2020. After completing my 

virtual bingo session with the campers (thank you to 

guest bingo caller Andrew) it was time for me to 

head home. It’s always tough packing your things, 

especially when everyone else will be there for the 

rest of the week. However, I realized that I was 

blessed to be there in the first place, even if it was 

just for a few days. Kurs is the highlight of my sum-

mer, and I know that applies to all our campers as 

well. Seeing the effort from the staff and the partici-

pation from the campers all week made me realize 

what a strong bond the Kurs family has. See every-

one next year for the Reunion Tour, Kurs 2021! 

Another one of our editors was James Nelson, many 

of you know him as Viking. He didn’t disappoint and 

used his Viking wisdom to carry out his part.  

James Nelson 

Despite all that is going on in the world today, we as 

a Kurs staff were committed to carrying on the tradi-

tions that have been held at Spojnia Farm for the last 

90 years. Whether it be frying potato pancakes on 

Independence Day, or holding an Anniversary Mass 

at the farm, we were all willing to do our part to 

make it happen. I am grateful to say that I was able to 

be a part of it and helped to keep the traditions alive. 

My role during the week was to be the resident 

healthcare worker and make-believe camper. As a 

make-believe camper, I was able to participate in 

some of the things that I had enjoyed in my years as a 

camper: Getting dropped off at the camp by my par-

ents; finding out what room I was in and who my 

roommate was; spending all my candy shop money in 

a time frame that seemed impossible; participating in 

activities to get my team points - like raising the flag 

in the morning, playing dizzy bat or double dare chal-

lenges, and even getting dressed up for the formal 

dinner and the last chance dance. These are some of 

the things we knew the kids would miss, too, and that 

it was important to show.  

Aside from all the fun, there were still other jobs that 

needed to be done. As a way of helping to screen for 

possible infections, every morning I would take eve-

ryone's temps and have them answer a questionnaire 

before we would start the day. 

While it was important that we had fun and kept the 

traditions alive, we also wanted to make sure that we 

weren’t taking any unnecessary risks. We would all 

wear masks in the dining hall unless we were eating. 

Mama Kaz and Fr. Jim were in their own wing of the 

facility, and for Mass we would wear masks the 

whole time. We even had sanitization being done pe-

riodically and systematically throughout the day. We 

were willing to do whatever it took to make this year 

happen and keep the traditions of Kurs and Spojnia 

Farm alive. These same traditions that we hope eve-
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ryone will join with us in enjoying next year for the 

2021 Reunion Tour. 

While Jimmy was playing camper and doctor, Krissy 

and Patty were our teachers, keeping up on our 

campers and grading their assignments.  They were 

team Girl Power, and their team may have finished 

last, but they were on the ball all week in the class-

room.   

Kristen Di Martino 

Hey everybody, Krissy here. If anyone knows me, 

they know how I casually throw Kurs into a conver-

sation year-round with whomever, and that I always 

reference something about my favorite time of year 

when all the kids rush to the farm and enjoy a fun, 

faith-filled week.   The week is made possible by 

months of planning every little detail by the best staff 

ever! 

Welcome Covid-19 into the picture and the questions 

started flying from campers, parents, my parents, my 

coworkers and my friends. Would Kurs happen? 

What would I do if we couldn't go?  Well we weren't 

here to disappoint like the rest of the world! With 

outstanding leadership, we did it and I have never 

been around such a proud group of diverse, strong-

willed people that I get to call our Kurs Family! 

Everyone had their part; mine being the camp teach-

er, if you will. I got to enjoy sifting through all the 

submissions from our little camper bees and grade 

them and mark their participation for their groups, 

which took my low-key organization up a notch: Bro-

ken down from teams, to activity, to session feed-

back, to individual counselor “homework” or partici-

pation. Whether it was Nick's lecture, “farm, fact, or 

fiction,” or James’ fishing tutorial, these kids showed 

up and I felt they needed to know how well they were 

doing. Thanks to Google Classroom we made that 

happen! Patty & I were scorekeepers watching points 

fluctuate all day long -  from the counselor winning 

competitions to later being outpaced by a different 

counselor, thanks to the outstanding videos their 

group members sent in! I also knew who had the up-

per hand & used that to motivate the children! 

Let’s hear from Patty the other half of Girl Power! 

Patricia Schultz 

Camp during a quarantine - I’d never think of seeing 

the day come. Since Kurs was virtual this year, the 

staff as a whole knew we had to make this week spe-

cial for all the kids who look forward to Kurs every 

year and make it as realistic as possible. 

During the week Krissy and I were in charge of mak-

ing sure everything was running smoothly in every-

one’s groups. This consisted of watching the videos 

submitted by the kids and tallying the points up for 

their teams. After every video submitted was 

watched, the points were put into an Excel spread-

sheet just so it would be easier to understand. Once 

all of the points for the day were counted, Krissy and 

I would write the total points onto the poster board in 

the back kitchen like we always do for the campers to 

get the dirt on whose team is winning before every 

meal.  A photo would be posted daily to let the kids 

know where they stood in their groups and would al-

so be announced in the evening time if we were to get 

more submissions.  

Another role I had during the week was to be one of 

the “campers” for the scripted videos. This let me 

relive my camper days even though they weren’t that 

long ago. James and I were the main campers of the 

week and these videos were made to highlight some 

of the best parts of the week - from registration and 

drop-off to the last chance dance and everything in 

between. Keeping the Kurs tradition alive is very im-

portant to us and I am very grateful that we were able 

to pull this off. I’m hoping to see everyone for the 

Kurs reunion tour in 2021! 

We will now hear from the team that fueled our week 

and made our staff safe.  Previously stated, was how 

everyone had a job for the week and no one person’s 

job was more or less important.  Everyone knew their 

role and that is the sign of a true team.  How did we 

pull the week off?  Simply by everyone doing their 

job.  That is the secret.  First up we have our prep 

team captain Nick Cimino. 

Nick Cimino 

Going into the summer with the uncertainty of 

whether things would go on as planned or not due to 

COVID, and then going into the week of Kurs know-

ing it would be done virtually and would not be any-

where near what it usually is, I could not be more 

pleased with how everything went. 

I was part of the prep staff which entailed getting 

supplies ready for the activities as well as setting up 

and helping make sure everything was ready in time 

for recording/live stream. Myself along with Adam 

Konicki were the counselor pairing for the winning 

team for the week as well. It is a huge honor to be a 

part of the first ever (and hopefully last) virtual Kurs 
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winning team, but all of the credit goes to the kids in 

our group. Our campers showed up during the week 

and participated in every single dinner theme, activi-

ty, lecture, and brought home the gold for the 

week.  Planning for Kurs 2021 has already begun and 

I can’t wait for next year! 

Another one of our staff Emmy stars is Kevin 

McConlogue to report on his role and keeping us 

safe.   

Kevin McConlogue 

Even though Kurs 2020 took place virtually like 

many other events this year, our camp staff was on 

site at the Bishop Hodur Retreat and Recreation Cen-

ter to put on the camp for the kids. As a Spojnia, Inc. 

employee for the second summer now, cleaning and 

sanitization of the Retreat Center property has al-

ways been one of the main priorities, but in the mid-

dle of the COVID-19 pandemic we had put extra em-

phasis on cleaning for the safety of everyone in-

volved. 

My fellow employee, Charlie Prothero, and I gave all 

widely used areas of the Retreat Center a deep clean-

ing and made sure that the kitchen area was sanitized 

after every meal. Besides putting on the best week 

possible for the kids, the safety of our staff was the 

number one priority.  The work of our staff to put on 

virtual Kurs was a total team effort, from the tech 

aspects to editing the videos, to setting up the chal-

lenges, everyone was a huge contributor. 

One of the biggest things we did was recreate our 

challenges to try and give the kids the best Kurs ex-

perience we could possibly give. Let’s just say we 

might have some Emmy winning performances on 

our staff.  

And I saved the best for last.  Mama Kaz (Rose 

Kazinetz) - who refueled our staff daily. 

Mama Kaz 

When COVID-19 first hit, I didn't think that it would 

be that bad.  As time went on, it was like, “Oh boy, 

this is bad.” How long is this going to last? When is 

it going to be over? How serious can this be?  I had 

conversations with Nick and we were wondering if 

the KURS was going to happen. He then told me, 

due to the fact that I was at high risk, even if we were 

going to have the KURS, I might not be able to cook. 

Well I told him, “Really, I'm going to be there no 

matter what?”  I love cooking for the kids and being 

(Kurs 2020- Continued from Page 9.) 
with all the kids. Needless to say, we had a few dis-

cussions regarding that, and I finally convinced him 

that I would be okay. 

Then he and some of the staff came up with the idea 

of “The Show Must Go On”-  we can do it virtually 

as long as we are able to work with the Spojnia 

Board for their approval.  We would do it with mini-

mum staff, we would follow all the CDC guidelines, 

wear our masks and keep everything sanitized.  I 

wouldn't have anyone in the kitchen with me except 

him and Paul Gorgol.  I thought, well that will be 

okay, but boy it would be very different without all 

the children there.  No one to do KP.  There wouldn't 

be everyone running in and out of the dining room 

looking for ice pops every five minutes, no one to be 

looking for seconds, or for PBJs because they were 

still hungry. I didn't have to make runs to the grocery 

store every other day because I didn't have all of the 

kids there. 

Guess what? It was different - and sad, too. I missed 

all of that and more.  Even though the counselors did 

keep me on my toes, I also had Charlie there to keep 

me on my toes.  He was there to make sure that all 

the dining area was kept clean and sanitized, and I 

have to admit, he really has grown up to be a respon-

sible young man.  But he also had a bottomless pit to 

feed, so at least there was always someone, besides 

Cimino, that wanted seconds and sometimes thirds. 

The 4th of July Celebration, Taco Tuesday, the formal 

dinner and all the meals were really different but the 

staff still carried on as if all the children were there. 

They kept all of the virtual campers busy with activi-

ties that they carried on as if they were there in per-

son.  They worked very hard to make sure that any-

one who signed up was engaged in the activities - 

from the KURS 2020 bags that had all the tools to 

participate and to creating the videos to show you 

what they were doing. 

It was also very hard for them because they, too, 

missed all of the children.  But one thing for sure, the 

staff is dedicated to keep the KURS alive and we 

look forward to next year and a full camp. I, too, look 

forward to seeing everyone in person next year; to 

have all the kids back in the kitchen banging pots and 

pans, getting water all over the floor and complaining 

about all the dishes and trays that have to be 

washed.  It was different for all, but the Show Did 

Go On and I am glad that I was a part of it. 
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An Abridged History of the Polish National Catholic Church - Part 2 

This 82-page booklet was published by the Polish 

National Catholic Church National School of Chris-

tian Living Commission in 2012. It has 18 chapters, 2 

appendices and a bibliography. The 18 chapters are: 

Prime Bishop Francis Hodur, Vatican I and the Dec-

laration of Utrecht, Immigration and Independent Re-

ligious Movements, St. Stanislaus - The Scranton 

Story, The First Synod, The Consecration of Bishop 

Hodur in 1907, Building on the Foundation, The 

Roaring 20s, The 1930s, The End of the Hodur Era 

(1940-1953), The Transition (1953-1969), The Next 

Generation, The Declaration and Union of Scranton, 

P.N.C.C. National Organizations, P.N.C.C. National 

Church Programs, Governing Structure and Function-

ing Commissions, P.N.C.C. Publications, P.N.C.C. 

Solemnities. The Appendices include: The Confes-

sion of Faith of the Polish National Catholic Church 

and the Declaration of Scranton. This article will cov-

er chapters ten through 18 and the Appendices.  

In Chapter 10, The End of the Hodur Era (1940-

1953), it was noted that an English language newslet-

ter, Onward Christian Soldier, was published and sent 

to the many P.N.C.C. members who were in military 

service. The Polish National Catholic Church re-

ceived Permit Number 1 which officially “enabled 

the P.N.C.C. to collect money and clothing to be sent 

to the people in Poland.”  In 1941, the Diocese of Po-

land was forced to leave the P.N.C.C. when the 

Nazi’s renamed it as the “Old Catholic Church of the 

Utrecht Union of the General Government.” After the 

War, the P.N.C.C. continued to help Poland, shipped 

tons of clothing and thousands of packages of food 

and medical supplies as well as money. The principal 

organization for the relief was called Polish Samari-

tans. In addition, many displaced Poles were spon-

sored either by P.N.C.C. parishes or individual mem-

bers. In 1946, the P.N.C.C. entered into a formal 

agreement of intercommunion with the Episcopal 

Church. In 1978, the agreement was terminated be-

cause the Episcopal Church planned to ordain women 

as priests.  

At the Eighth General Synod, held in 1949, Bishop 

Hodur made three recommendations: “1. To remain 

the First Bishop (Prime Bishop); 2. That the present 

Synod elect his legal successor, who in case of his 

(Sit Still and Be Afraid?- Continued from Page 7.) 

So, the Final Curtain is closed on Kurs 2020, and 

hopefully we never do this again.  Thank you to eve-

ryone who helped out and who was a part of the 

Maiden Voyage of Virtual Kurs.  Carrying out the 

week was not just about tradition, but it was about 

faith and spirit.  I hope our Staff has inspired people 

of the Polish National Catholic Church that if you 

believe in something and work together, in spirit and 

faith in the Lord, He is by your side.  See everyone 

for the Kurs Reunion Tour.  Book your reservations 

for July 3-10, 2021.  See you there Kneeling Unafraid 

Rising Strong! 

A retreat into silence will initially cause our minds to 

scream at us. It will seem fearful at first. Then we 

will, after some time, settle. We will hear God’s still 

small voice, the whisper that points us toward the 

Father’s direction for us, our Father’s mission charge 

for us. We will be surprised and perhaps shocked. 

We will say, similar to Jeremiah and Jonah, ‘You 

want me to do what?’ Then, after our yes to God, we 

will find peace. All fear will leave, Thy will be done. 

Luke tells us of Jesus being hosted by sisters Martha 

and Mary. (Luke 10:38-42): Mary sat at the Lord's 

feet and listened to him talk. But Martha was upset 

about all the work she had to do. Jesus’ response to 

Martha’s upset: "Martha, Martha! You worry and 

fuss about a lot of things. There's only one thing you 

need. Mary has made the right choice, and that one 

thing will not be taken away from her." 

Jesus’ saved are called to the wisdom of Mary, to 

take time to be still and listen to the voice of Jesus. 

No fear! We are to take the time to go away and hear, 

understand, and agree to His mission plan for our 

lives.  

Do not be afraid of what might happen. Experience 

the greatness and love that comes from taking the 

time to be still in the Lord for a moment. 

Be still and do not be afraid. Listen without fear, and 

to say yes to the Father’s call to the priesthood or di-

aconate. Don’t be afraid to listen and then get to work 

by calling or texting me at 518-522-0944 or E-mail 

me at frjim@holynamencc.org.  

(Continued on Page 12.) 
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death, would undertake the duties of being the head 

bishop of the Church; 3. That Bishop Misiaszek, the 

Coadjutor (a bishop in line to succeed), be the Dioce-

san Bishop of the Central Diocese with the full rights 

of administration.” These recommendations were ac-

cepted by the Synod and Bishop Leon Grochowski 

was elected to be the successor. In 1951, to comply 

with Polish Law to be a recognized Church, that it 

could not have any dependence on any church au-

thority outside of Polish Borders, the Diocese was 

renamed again as the Polish Catholic Church.  

Bishop Padewski, who in 1931, was sent to Poland 

by Bishop Hodur as a special delegate became the 

administrator of the Diocese of Poland in 1933. Be-

cause he was an American, he was arrested by the 

Germans and sent to Germany. In 1944 he was a part 

of a prisoner exchange and came back to the United 

States. After the War, he returned to Poland as Dioc-

esan Bishop. He was arrested by the communist gov-

ernment, imprisoned in Warsaw, tortured and mur-

dered on May 10, 1951. On February16, 1953, Bish-

op Hodur died. 

Chapter 11, The Transition (1953-1969), describes 

the period when Bishop Leon Grochowski became 

the second Prime Bishop in accordance with the elec-

tion at the Eighth General Synod. Bishop Leon 

Grochowski moved in 1954 from Chicago, Illinois to 

Scranton, Pennsylvania. At the Ninth General Synod, 

the publication of a Ritual and Missal in English was 

authorized. Medals for Boy Scouts were first award-

ed in 1954. In later years awards were developed for 

Girl Scouts, Brownies and Cub Scouts. A program 

started in the Western Diocese, the School of Chris-

tian Living was made into a National one.  

The first National Youth Convocation was held in 

1963. “The Year 1963 also saw another first in the 

P.N.C.C., Bishop Eugene Magyar was consecrated 

for the Czech and Slovak parishes affiliated with the 

P.N.C.C.” Prime Bishop Grochowski died in 1969 

while he was on a trip in Poland. At the Twelfth Gen-

eral Synod the following actions were taken: the Ca-

nadian Diocese was formed as a Missionary Diocese; 

Bishop Thaddeus Zielinski was elected to be the suc-

cessor of Prime Bishop Grochowski; the term limit of 

two 8 year terms was established for the office of 

Prime Bishop; the Clergy Pension Fund was estab-

lished for those who served the Church for at least 20 

years. Roman Catholic officials were invited to at-

tend the Synod. 

Chapter Twelve, The Next Generation, begins with a 

description of the changes in the P.N.C.C. The faith-

ful being third and fourth generation Americans; 

more English and less Polish was used in the liturgy 

as well as at various meetings. In addition, some cus-

toms began to change; people of other ethnic back-

grounds joined our parishes.  

At the Thirteenth General Synod, abortion, birth con-

trol and drug use were addressed. “The P.N.C.C. 

teaches that abortion is wrong; it is the taking of a 

human life. We consider human life is a very sacred 

gift from God and that life begins with conception. 

The PNCC permits the use of birth control when this 

decision is made by a married couple after prayer and 

reflection. The P.N.C.C. teaches about the sanctity of 

human life and that the body is a creation of God; 

therefore, the abuse of narcotics or alcohol is sinful.”   

Because of the Episcopal Church’s attempt to ordain 

women as priests, Prime Bishop Zielinski suspended 

the intercommunion relationship. His action was af-

firmed by the Fifteenth General Synod in 1978 and 

the intercommunion agreement was officially termi-

nated. “In 2003, the issues of women’s ordination and 

blessing of same-sex unions divided the International 

Bishop’s Conference (IBC) of the Union of Utrecht. 

Again, because the P.N.C.C. would not allow the in-

fluences of the modern world to change what was 

truly Catholic and Apostolic concerning the ordina-

tion of women and blessing of same-sex unions, the 

P.N.C.C. was voted out of the Union of Utrecht.” 

Dialogues were established in the 1979 and 1980 

with the Orthodox and Roman Catholic Churches 

(RCC) which explored the various teachings and 

practices to determine commonalities and differences. 

One of the results of the P.N.C.C./RCC dialogue was 

that the RCC officially recognized the validity of or-

ders and sacraments of the P.N.C.C. P.N.C.C. mem-

bers can receive the sacraments of Penance, Eucharist 

and Anointing in an RC Church.  

Chapter 13, The Declaration and Union of Scranton 

was the topic discussed in this chapter. In 2006, the 

Twenty-Second General Synod formed the P.N.C.C.-

Nordic Catholic Church Commission. The Declara-

tion of Scranton resulted from the recommendation of 

this commission. In 2008, it was accepted by the 

Bishops of the P.N.C.C. and by the P.N.C.C. National 

Clergy Conference in October. “The delegates of the 

2010 General Synod concurred with the Official 

Commentary for the Declaration of Scranton, the Re-

(An Abridged History of the P.N.C.C. - Continued from Page 11.) 
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quirements for communion with the Polish National 

Catholic Church and the Statutes for governing the 

Union of Scranton.” This chapter includes the text of 

The Declaration of Scranton and the Union of Scran-

ton. Very Rev. Roald Nikolai Flemestad of the Nor-

dic Catholic Church was consecrated as Bishop on 

July 25, 2011. “With the consecration the Union of 

Scranton now became a reality.” 

Chapter 14, P.N.C.C. National Organizations, de-

scribes The Society for the Adoration of the Most 

Blessed Sacrament, The Young Men’s Society of 

Resurrection, the National United Choirs, and the 

National United Youth Association. The Society for 

the Adoration of the Most Blessed Sacrament was 

formed in Scranton, Pennsylvania in 1897. It was the 

first P.N.C.C. organization. Members of this Society 

were to hold candles for the Canon of the Mass. 

Members also had other responsibilities: keep the 

altars and altar linen clean, decorate the altars with 

flowers, take care of the priests vestments and help-

ing and caring for one another.  

Branch Number 1 of the Young Men’s Society of 

Resurrection (Y. M. S. of R) was organized in 1914 

by Prime Bishop Hodur. “The purpose of the Y. M. 

S. of R is: 1) to unite the men of the Church in God’s 

name; 2) to promote fellowship and give assistance 

to fellow members in time of need; 3) to instill with-

in its members a love and loyalty to the ideals of 

freedom, which are vital to the P.N.C.C. and our na-

tion; 4) commemorate national and P.N.C.C. anni-

versaries; and 5) to sponsor spiritual, cultural, sports 

events and recreational activities for its members and 

the youth of the Church.” A yearly summer youth 

program (Kurs) is operated at the Bishop Hodur Re-

treat and Recreation Center in Waymart, Pennsylva-

nia and a yearly bowling tournament is hosted by a 

different society branch throughout the country.  

Music has always been important in our Polish Na-

tional Catholic Church. The National United Choirs 

(NUC) came into existence in 1932; its purpose was 

to bring choirs together for concerts and special reli-

gious celebrations. Concerts included Polish and 

English religious music, Polish folk songs, and patri-

otic songs. Over the years, the NUC has printed 

hymnals and song books; theses included: “two 

printing of the Polish hymnal Śpiewnik, two volumes 

of hymns translated into English, an additional vol-

ume that includes traditional hymns, an Advent and 

Christmas hymnal, Lenten Devotions Palm Sunday 

and Easter liturgies, and other music.” In 1964 a Mu-

sic Scholarship program was established. The 

Twelfth General Synod passed a resolution “that the 

last Sunday of January be designated annually as 

Music Scholarship Sunday in the Polish National 

Catholic Church.” Workshops are held every two 

years to improve the quality of music in the P.N.C.C. 

The National United Youth Association (NUYA) 

was established in 1972 at the Youth CONVO. The 

first youth convocation was held in 1964. At each 

subsequent CONVO, representatives are elected; 

they in turn elect officers who are responsible until 

the next CONVO. The organization is comprised of 

youth delegates and diocesan chaplains. The NUYA 

elects a delegate, with a voice and vote, to represent 

it at General Synods. Diocesan Youth organizations 

have the same right at Diocesan Synods.  

Chapter 15, P.N.C.C. National Church Programs de-

scribes the Diaconate Program, Mission and Evange-

lism Workshops and Scholars Conference. At the 

Twenty-First General Synod in 2002, Prime Bishop 

Robert M. Nemkovich proposed that a National Di-

aconate Commission be established to review dioce-

san programs and propose a standard Diaconate pro-

gram for the entire Church. A standard Diaconate 

program was presented at the Twenty-Second Gen-

eral Synod and was accepted by the delegates. Dea-

cons serve the Church by “proclamation of the Gos-

pel, preaching the Sacrament of the Word of God, 

distributing Holy Communication and leading the 

congregation in worship in the absence of a priest. 

The deacon is under the direct supervision of the Di-

ocesan Bishop.” 

Mission and Evangelism Workshops have been held 

yearly since 2001, and hosted by parishes throughout 

the United States. They start on Friday and end on 

Sunday and are meant to inspire participants to 

“fulfill the missionary charge of our Lord.” 

The P.N.C.C. Commission on History and Archives 

have conducted Scholars Conferences “where papers 

concerning P.N.C.C. history, theology and ideology 

are presented and discussed.”  Many of these papers 

have been printed in P.N.C.C. Studies. “Through the 

efforts of this Commission and its conferences, the 

P.N.C.C. has established beneficial relationships with 

various Polish American historical organizations and 

prominent ethnic libraries.” 

Chapter 16, Governing Structure and Functioning 

Commissions, discusses Constitutional Authority and 

National Church Commissions. 
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The authority of the P.N.C.C. is defined in its consti-

tution, The Constitution and Laws of the Polish Na-

tional Catholic Church. The P.N.C.C. constitution is 

modeled after that of the United States and defines 

authority in three branches: executive, legislative, 

and judicial. The executive authority is vested in the 

Prime Bishop and the Supreme Council on the na-

tional level; the Diocesan Bishop is the authority 

within the diocese with assistance of the Diocesan 

Council; and the Pastor and Parish Committee on the 

local level.  

Legislative authority is vested in the General and 

Special Synods on the national level, the Diocesan 

Synod on the diocesan level, and the Parish Meeting 

on the parish  level. The Prime Bishop appoints 

members to serve on the various national church 

commissions and Diocesan Bishops appoints com-

missions to serve their dioceses. These commissions 

are approved by the delegates at the Synods.  

Judicial authority is vested in the Supreme Tribunal 

on the national level; the Diocesan Tribunal on the 

diocesan level, and the Parish Tribunal on the parish 

level.”  

The duties of the following National Church Com-

missions are described in this chapter: Budget & Fi-

nance Commission, Clergy Salary & Benefits Com-

mission, Constitutional Commission, Church Doc-

trine Commission, Ecumenical Dialogues, National 

Commission on Liturgy, National Commission for 

Mission & Evangelism, National School of Christian 

Living Commission, Commission on History and Ar-

chives, Sacred Vocations Commission and Commit-

tee on Scouting.   

Chapter 17, P.N.C.C. Publications, begins with a his-

torical background of religious printing. Print has 

long been used by the P.N.C.C.; in April 1897, Bish-

op Hodur began printing Straż as the official organ of 

the Church. “Bishop Hodur also encouraged Polish 

National Catholics to read those Polish language pa-

pers that were friendly to the cause of the Polish Na-

tional Catholic Church. Those papers included: Głos 

(The Voice) and Ameryka-Echo (America-Echo) of 

Toledo, Ohio published by Antoni Paryski; and 

(An Abridged History of the P.N.C.C. - Continued from Page 13.) Kuryer Polski (Polish Courier) of Milwaukee, Wis-

consin published by Michael Kruszka.”  

The official newspaper of the P.N.C.C., from 1897 to 

1923, was the Straż. In 1923, Rola Boża (God’s 

Field) became the official newspaper of the P.N.C.C. 

Straż remained the official newspaper of the Polish 

National Union. “Bishop Hodur also published the 

periodicals, Nowy Świat (New World) and Trybuna 

(Tribune); the quarterly magazine Polka (Polish 

Woman) for the Society for the Adoration of the 

Most Blessed Sacrament; as well as many pamphlets, 

such as Dzis i Jutro (Today and Tomorrow) and Wi-

ara i Życie (Faith and Life).”  

The Western Diocese published Przebudzenie (The 

Awakening) by Bishop Leon Grochowski; when 

Bishop Grochowski became Prime Bishop it was 

merged with Rola Boża (God’s Field). The Diocese 

of Poland published Odrodzona (Poland Reborn) in 

1923. Father Joseph Padewski published monthly 

newspaper called Posłanictwo (The Messenger) and 

was joined by the weekly newspaper Rodzina (The 

Family). 

This chapter has a history of God’s Field. The last 

segment of the chapter describes the website of the 

P.N.C.C. 

Chapter 18, P.N.C.C. Solemnities describes the So-

lemnities unique to the Polish National Catholic 

Church. These include: The Solemnity of Brotherly 

Love (the Second Sunday in September); The Solem-

nity of the Christian Family (the Second Sunday in 

October); The Solemnity of Humble Shepherds (the 

Sunday after Christmas); The Solemnity of the Insti-

tution of the Polish National Catholic Church (the 

Second Sunday of March).  

There are two articles in the Appendix: The Confes-

sion of Faith of the Polish National Catholic Church 

and the Declaration of Scranton: A profession of 

Faith and Declaration formulated by the Polish Na-

tional Catholic Bishops assembled at Lancaster, New 

York April 28, 2008. 

Every member of the church should read this book 

and should also buy a copy and donate it their local 

library. 
Joseph Francis Seliga, 

Chair, P.N.C.C. Commission on History and Archives    

Christian Family, a parish family united in the love 

and worship of Almighty God through Jesus Christ. 

(Live within the Christian Family- Continued from Page 3.) 
Now that we have celebrated the Solemnity of the 

Christian Family, let us make the Christian Family, 

our own families and the parish family, a priority in 

love, in faith, in care and in service. 

http://pncc.org/
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Holy Mother of Sorrows Parish Happenings 

Dupont, PA 

Baptism 

Madelyn Grace, daughter of Michael and Sara Guz-

man (nee Kaspriskie) was baptized on Saturday, Sep-

tember 5, 2020 by Very Rev. Zbigniew Dawid and 

welcomed with joy into Holy Mother of Sorrows 

Parish, Dupont, PA. 

The chosen godparents were Amy Kaspriskie and 

Darren Heiser. Maddie’s grandfather, Paul Kaspris-

kie Jr., is the Parish Committee Chairman. 

We wish Madelyn Grace God’s blessings and protec-

tion in her Christian life. 

Dożynki /Harvest Celebration 

The Holy Mother of Sorrows Parish Annual Dożyn-

ki/Harvest celebration was held on September 13, 

2020, despite the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The event included the Blessing of the Harvest 

Wreath and Holy Mass honoring the Solemnity of 

Brotherly Love. Attendance was limited to parishion-

ers only, due to space limitations. 

During the ceremony, Paul Kaspriskie, Jr., Parish 

Committee Chairman, welcomed the congregation 

and proceeded to acknowledge Fr. Sr. Zbigniew 

Dawid’s 20 years of pastoral ministry at Holy Mother 

of Sorrows Parish. As a token of good luck and the 

harvest bounty, a wheat boutonniere tied with red 

and white ribbon was given to all who attended. 

We express our special thanks to South Side Floral 

Shop in Scranton for making our Harvest Wreath, 

and to our ushers: David Petrosky Jr., Angelo Con-

forti and Nick Kazinetz; our organist, Jan Cwikla; 

Lois McHugh for taking photographs; and all who 

were involved in making this ceremony possible. We 

are grateful to all parishioners who attended, in keep-

ing with this beautiful tradition.  

Submitted by: Very Reverend Zbigniew Dawid  

http://pncc.org/
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Sacrament of Baptism at Holy Cross Parish 

Woodland Park, NJ 

The Sacrament of Baptism is the foundation of our Christian faith, is a gateway to new life in the Spirit, and 

the door that gives access to other sacraments. Through Baptism we are regenerated and incorporated into 

Christ’s body – His Church. Christian is the newest member of Holy Cross Church. 

The Sacrament of Baptism was administered to Scar-

lett Rose Wysocki, daughter of Sebastian and Ashley 

(nee Burr) Wysocki on Sunday, Sept. 20,2020. We 

congratulate parents, godparents, Anthony and Jessi-

ca, family members and friends on this special occa-

sion. 

The Sacrament of Baptism was administered to 

Christian James Gonzalez, son of Cesar Augusto 

Gonzalez and Christine (nee Howard) on Sunday, 

Sept. 27,2020. Proud godparents are Jason Howard 

and Michelle Gonzalez. We congratulate Christian’s 

family members and friends on this special occasion. 

As God made the covenant with his people through 

Baptism, Jesus makes a new and everlasting cove-

nant with his followers. As Jesus won new life for us 

on the cross, with the symbol of the cross, Raymond, 

Scarlett and Christian were marked to receive their 

new lives in the Lord. As the waters of the Red Sea 

led the people of Israel to freedom, so the water of 

Baptism gave new life and led to Salvation. Parents, 

godparents and all members of our parish pledge to 

help these children to grow in Christian faith. 

The Sacrament of Baptism was administered to Ray-

mond Rey Bradbury, son of Steven and Pilar (nee 

Rey) Bradbury on Saturday, Sept. 19, 2020. We con-

gratulate parents, godparents Robert and Mary, and  

family members and friends.  

http://pncc.org/
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God’s Field Appeal for Christmas Greetings 

It is not too early to start thinking about publishing your Christmas greetings in the December issue of God’s 

Field. 

In past years your responses to our appeals have been very enthusiastic and we sincerely hope your generosity 

and support will continue this year. 

The cost for publishing Christmas greetings for individuals, parishes and organizations is $20.00.  Due to space 

constraints in the page setup of the God’s Field, greetings are limited to up to three (3) lines of text. 

An online form can be found on the pncc.org website on the God’s Field page (http://www.pncc.org/wp-
content/uploads/2020/01/online_greeting_form_2020.pdf ).  
ALL GREETINGS, ACCOMPANIED BY PAYMENTS, MUST BE RECEIVED BY NOVEMBER 30, 2020 

IN 

ORDER TO BE INCLUDED IN THE CHRISTMAS ISSUE. 

Please send 3-line greetings, along with payments in the form of check or money order payable to God’s Field, 

to: 

God’s Field - Christmas Greetings, National Church Center, 1006 Pittston Avenue, Scranton, PA 18505 

Thank you for your continued support. 

Holy Cross Parish Hosts Luncheon /Picnic 

Woodland Park, NJ 

On Sunday, September 13th, Holy Cross Parish in 

Woodland Park, NJ, hosted their parish luncheon/

picnic along with the dedication of a plaque in 

memory of Hughie Vickerilla. The plaque says “In 

memory of Hughie’s Coffee Hour.” 

Hughie always shared his culinary talents, which he 

learned from his father, Hubert.  Throughout the 

years Hughie prepared beefsteak, fish and chips din-

ners, and many other special menus for our parish 

celebrations.  He also enjoyed serving pastries for the 

parish coffee hour, as well. 

Hughie left his legacy of service and dedication to 

Holy Cross Church. 

Hughie’s wife, Beverly, and his family members and 

several parishioners attended the luncheon and dedi-

cation held in his honor.. 

http://pncc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/PNCC1?ref_type=bookmark
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Eastern Diocese 

Pumpkin Painting and Game Night 

On Friday evening, September 25th, the Blessed 

Trinity Parish Youth Group enjoyed some pizza (and 

delicious homemade brownies!) and decorated some 

spooktacular pumpkins for the fall. Seventeen youth 

group members attended the event, which also in-

cluded some fun games and lots of laughs. 

Thanks to Carrie and the kids for their awesome 

job.  Thanks also to those who donated towards the 

pizza - God bless you all! 

Confirmation 

On Saturday, September 12th, Rt. Rev. Paul 

Sobiechowski, Bishop of the Eastern Diocese, im-

parted the Sacrament of Confirmation on five young 

people from Holy Cross Parish, Central Falls, RI, and 

Blessed Trinity Parish, Fall River, MA. 

God’s Blessings to Kaylana, Peyton, Vicki, Poliker 

and Zack. 

SOCL Blessing 

After Holy Mass on Sunday, September 13th, the So-

lemnity of Brotherly Love, Very Rev. Robert M. 

Nemkovich, Jr., Pastor of Blessed Trinity Parish, 

Fall, River, MA, blessed the parish SOCL teachers 

and students to mark the beginning of  a new year of 

learning and growing in the P.N.C.C. faith. 

Blessed Trinity Parish and Holy Cross Parish Activities 

Fall River, MA and Central Falls, RI 

Quarterly Food Drive 

The September Blessed Trinity Parish Quarterly Food 

Drive was a great success!  Throughout September 

we collected close to 40 bags and boxes of donated 

food. The items were delivered to the local Citizens 

for Citizens Food Pantry on October 1st. God bless 

everyone who donated goods and time to this very 

worthwhile cause, as the need for these items contin-

ues to be great. 

October starts our Operation Christmas Child drive as  

Discipleship 2020 continues at our parish. 

http://pncc.org/
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Western Diocese 

Western Diocese Holds Clergy Conference and Retreat 

The Clergy Conference & Retreat of the Western Di-

ocese took place September 21-23 at the Joseph and 

Mary Retreat House in Mundelein, IL.  Most of the 

conference and the entirety of the retreat were availa-

ble on the video conferencing Zoom app. 

The event began one week to the day after our Dioce-

san Bishop’s holy consecration to the 3rd of the Major 

Holy Orders, the episcopate.  Bishop Rafalko was 

ready to lead this conference in a new way, having 

done so as the elected Chair of the Clergy Confer-

ence for the last number of years.  Monday’s session 

was an offering of a penitential service to cleanse the 

proverbial palate, followed by social time, as our 

men arrived at the Retreat Center.   

Holy Mass at 7:30am kicked off Tuesday’s portion of 

the retreat, con-celebrated by the priests of the dio-

cese.  After the allotted time for breakfast, Bishop 

Rafalko welcomed everyone from the conference 

room and turned the retreat portion over to Rev. Ja-

son Soltysiak (St. Mary’s-Parma, OH) who served as 

retreat master for this year. 

Fr. Jason introduced his session, explaining how it 

was akin to the “prayer walks” that he did for the 

United Y.M.S. of R. Retreats in 2018 and 2019, but 

now strictly digital as he was leading the retreat from 

his office in Parma.  The prayer walk was to be 

throughout the American Dioceses of the Polish Na-

tional Catholic Church, with “stops” at 3 parishes in 

each diocese.  Each stop would include a prayer, a 

portion of applicable scripture, and a reflection on 

facets of our clerical ministry. 

The Eastern Diocese stops included Holy Cross in 

Central Falls, RI.  A picture of their unique crucifix-

ion scene was shown, and the call given to Francis to 

“Go, and repair my church” was prayed upon. The 

other stops included Holy Mother of the Rosary in 

Chicopee, MA with its role as a proto-cathedral and 

Holy Saviour Parish in Union City, CT and to remi-

nisce on the Sacraments of Initiation: where they 

were received, and how we are called to administer 

them today 

After a break, Fr. Jason launched into part 2 of his 

retreat, which included walks through the Buffalo-

Pittsburgh Diocese and the Central Diocese.  Trans-

figuration of Our Lord in Mt. Pleasant, PA was fo-

cused on first, and our reflection was on “that” pro-

ject in our parishes and the turmoil and/or blessings 

that came along with it.  It reflected on Transfigura-

tion’s major physical change to the church it is today. 

The second stop of Holy Mother of the Rosary Cathe-

dral, with an explanation on its architecture, noting 

especially the “upside-down boat.”  The last stop was 

to focus on the creativity of our ministries the last 

few months through Covid-19, and noting how Our 

Lady of Mt. Carmel in Lilly, PA did so. 

A quick jump into the Central Diocese had a first top 

at SS. Peter in Paul in Passaic, noting its 

historical site and how we are stewards of our 

parish’s history. The next stop was specifically at St. 

(Continued on Page 20.) 
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(Western Diocese Clergy Conference and Retreat - Continued from Page 19.) 

Stanislaus Cathedral’s Abraham Lincoln window, 

noting how civil and religious liberty were one-in-the

-same for our organizers.  The final stop was St. 

Adalbert’s in Dickson City, PA, with a reflection on 

their beautiful Beatitude windows. 

After lunch, the tour wound its way into our native 

Western Diocese, with the first stop at Divine Word 

in Chicago, IL.  A window dedicated to a native par-

ish son, Rev. Peter Stasikowski, allowed us the time 

to reflect on memories of our First Mass.  The second 

stop was St. Mary’s in South Bend, IN, noting the 

strong physical presence of the ambo in the Sanctu-

ary. This led to a good 20 minutes of healthy discus-

sion amongst the clergy about how natural it was to 

accept the Sacrament of the Word of God coming 

from another denomination, with examples how this 

is so.  The last stop was St. Mary’s in Parma, OH, 

with Fr. Jason showing his two favorite places to 

pray in the church and reminding our brother priests 

of our responsibility to do so.   

This concluded the retreat, and after a break, the con-

ference began with the first order of business being 

the election of a new Chair of the Clergy Conference.  

Very Rev. Charles Zawistowski was elected by his 

peers to take on this job and title previously held by 

our now Diocesan Bishop.  The two of them led the 

meeting from that point, electing a secretary (Deacon 

Jim Ploskonka) and Treasurer (Rev. Antulio Al-

varado).  After addressing some items, the group 

broke for a steak dinner offered by Bishop Rafalko 

and later, evening prayer and social time. 

Morning began with Holy Mass celebrated by Fr. Sr. 

Charles, and then a half-day of continued conference, 

the details pertinent to the clergy of the diocese.  

They included the things typical to a diocesan clergy 

conference- pastoral vacancies and assignments, frus-

trations with various situations.  There were also a 

few things to glory in, including the soon-to-begin 

program of study in the Diocesan Diaconate Program 

as well as discussion on the improving situation at the 

Bp. Kardaś Memorial Home.  It was an interesting, 

socially-distant and spread-out event, and shows the 

willingness and creativity of the Western Diocese to 

forge ahead with traditions and appointments, even in 

the face of pandemic. 

Submitted by Rev. Jason Soltysiak 
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