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We have reached the month of May within our Holy 

Church and we still find ourselves separated from our 

parish churches and from those with whom we usual-

ly gather for the celebration of Holy Mass.  I hope 

that many of you, though, are still sharing some time 

in prayer and gathering together even if only virtual-

ly.  Many, many parishes are streaming their liturgies 

on Facebook or Youtube and even I, with my limited 

ability, have figured out how to celebrate Mass 

online every week and I was even able to celebrate 

May Devotions, a liturgy of the Church that has al-

ways been meaningful to me, on these platforms as 

well. 

I also know that beyond liturgies, several parishes 

have been holding video meetings, or video coffee 

hours, or video catechetical classes and much more.  

It is certainly great to see that there is a strong desire 

for members of the Polish National Catholic Church 

to be together, to spend time in the worship of Al-

mighty God and strengthening our bonds of fellow-

ship even in difficult times.  It is also wonderful to 

see that even though our church buildings might be 

closed, we are still being the Church, to those around 

us.  There are parishes making masks for those who 

need them; parishes reaching out to provide food to 

essential workers or those in need and many more 

good works of loving kindness as well.  In the com-

ing months there will also be further opportunities to 

gather as Polish National Catholics, and this is true 

for various demographics across the Church.  The 

Y.M.S. of R. is planning to hold their annual Men’s 

retreat in a virtual way and likewise, for the younger 

members, a modified virtual Kurs will be held.  

Some Church Societies will hold their yearly conven-

tions online later in the year, and there is also much 

planning and many other events will ultimately be 

held. 

All of this is certainly wonderful and shows us that 

the desire to worship, the desire to reach out to others 

and the desire to come together as the Body of Christ 

is very strong and will guide us to seek new ways to 

be the Church together.  This time of quarantine has 

allowed us to see the work of the Church in a differ-

ent way and it is something, that in some strange 

way, we should be thankful for.  But even with all of 

these newfound ways to work together as the Church 

we know that there is something missing.  We begin 

to feel it even more strongly now that the month of 

May is here.  May is the time of a reawakening.  As 

we find ourselves in the time of Easter, the time of 

resurrection and new birth, even nature around us 

screams out that new life is returning.  But in this 

time of quarantine something is missing. 

We can ask ourselves what exactly is it?  I am sure 

that all of you, like I do now, have plenty of time to 

consider this question.  There are only so many dis-

tractions that we have so eventually the more weighty 

questions of our spiritual life begin to close in on our 

mind.  What exactly is missing?  In our relational life 

we can easily turn to the fact that we cannot be to-

gether.  Yes, we can still talk to our family and loved 

ones via the telephone or through social media, and 

with better technology we can even see them face to 

face, but somehow it is not enough.  We desire not 

only interaction, but communion. 
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And I mean this in all of the ways that the Church 

means it.  When we hear the word communion, our 

mind goes to the reception of the Eucharist at Holy 

Mass.  And from the many individuals I speak to 

from around the Church, we truly do miss the recep-

tion of Holy Communion when we gather for Holy 

Mass.  When we first started this time of quarantine, 

the absolute most difficult decision that the bishops 

faced was not offering communion to the faithful out 

of fear of this contagion.  While we pray together 

during this time the “Act of Spiritual Communion” 

acknowledging that our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 

is truly present in the Blessed Sacrament and voicing 

the desire that Jesus comes into our hearts and lives, 

it does not accomplish for us the same thing.  We still 

desire to receive Communion, to unite ourselves fully 

with our Lord and Savior. 

But as I mentioned above concerning relationships, 

that’s not the totality of it either.  As a bishop of the 

Church, I am not presently deprived of Communion.  

I still have the opportunity and the privilege to offer 

the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass and pray for the 

Church and all of her pastors and members, but still 

somehow something is missing.  I know the presence 

of the Risen Christ as I celebrate Holy Mass in the 

National Church Center Chapel, but still there is a 

longing that has not been fulfilled.  Although I re-

ceive the Body of Christ in the Eucharist, I desire the 

communion of a participation in the Body of Christ 

which is the Church.  The words just before Holy 

Communion in the Contemporary Mass, taken from 

Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians, speak so 

strongly to me now.  “The Bread which we break, is 

it not a participation in the Body of Christ?  Because 

there is one Bread, we who are many are one body, 

for we all partake of the one Bread.”  These words 

call me to be a vital part of a community of faith, a 

community where our Lord is honored, His com-

mandments are lived, His work is done and His king-

dom is built and realized, together as brothers and 

sisters in Christ.   

My dear brothers and sisters of our Holy Church, dur-

ing this time of quarantine that is still to come we 

will all have many opportunities to be the Church in a 

strong way and witness to the love of Jesus Christ in 

many acts of loving kindness, mercy and help.  I en-

courage each and every one of you to find ways that 

we can show forth the love of Christ among us and 

around us.  We can still keep in contact as we check 

up on one another to make sure that our friends and 

those we know are not in need.  We can keep an eye 

on our neighbors and help them in any way we can.  

As so many of our parish churches continue to meet 

the needs of their parishioners and others in need, we 

can continue to support them with our efforts and our 

financial donations when it is needed.  We can con-

tinue to find ways to do so many good things and be 

the Church for each other. 

And we must also be people of hope and faith during 

this difficult time.  The Scripture reading for this 

coming week from the First Letter of St. Peter tells 

us, “Always be ready to make your defense to anyone 

who demands from you an accounting for the hope 

that is in you.” (1 Peter 3:15) 

Truly that hope is in us, because we have been bap-

tized into Christ and brought up in the ways of know-

ing Christ, Who is the way, the truth and the life.  

The thing is though that many times we have a diffi-

cult time seeing it.  We may be blinded by sin, or we 

also may just be blinded by something much more 

mundane.  We just start going through the motions, 

of our spiritual and religious life and we lose sight of 

the bigger picture.  I can certainly see that it could 

happen to anyone, even to the clergy who are so very 

much a part of the liturgical and spiritual life of the 

Church. 

But these days of quarantine have given me pause.  I 

have had the opportunity to consider what we are 

called to as followers of Christ and through it I have 

come to realize just how truly I miss some of the vital 

parts of our worship together and those things that 

truly make us the Church.  So while this time of quar-

antine has been difficult for many, especially those 

who may have lost work or those who are severely 

isolated from others, there is also within this time a 

chance to see our spiritual life in a new light. 

It is my hope that all will gather together in seeking 

ways to help those around them.  We should all be 

finding ways to meet the needs of those around us, 

wherever they might be and whoever they are.  This 

is the call of Christ to put those blessings that we 

have at the service of others. 

But it is also my hope that each of us will see our role 

within the Body of Christ more clearly.  We are 

called to partake of communion.  The Holy Commun-

ion that we so sorely miss each and every time we 

(The Desire for Communion- Continued from Page 1.) 

(Continued on bottom of Page 4.) 
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The Marian Attitude 

Rev. Jim Konicki, Chair, P.N.C.C. Vocations Commission 

We enter the month of May and as always, the Holy 

Church takes a breath, a moment, to contemplate the 

role of the Blessed Virgin Mary. In reading this 

month’s God’s Field, you have probably already run 

across several articles dedicated to her role in the life 

of Jesus and His Church. 

If we were able to gather in our local parishes, we 

would witness one of our young women crown a 

statue of Mary supported by the priest. We would 

hear songs that sing out her praises and recount her 

role. We would take comfort in knowing that she 

stands ready to intercede for us in all of our needs, as 

our mother. Even so, at home, following along with 

the Future Directions Committee’s prayer aids, we 

come across her again and again when we pray the 

Queen of Heaven prayer said particularly during the 

Easter season: 

Queen of Heaven, rejoice. Alleluia. 

For He, whom you did merit to bear. Alleluia.  

Has risen as He said. Alleluia. 

Pray for us to God. Alleluia. 

Rejoice and be glad, O Virgin Mary. Alleluia  

For the Lord has truly risen. Alleluia. 

Alleluia! We share in Mary’s joy as joined with the 

Apostles and disciples of Jesus, Mary rejoices in the 

resurrection of her Son. 

Those of us called to the particular service of priest-

hood and diaconate are close to Mary in a very spe-

cial way. We bear an awesome responsibility toward 

her Son, Jesus, and for His mother. We understand 

that Mary stands as a particular witness to the YES 

we are called to proclaim and model. Like her, the 

Holy Spirit is urging those called and those already in 

His service to say YES just as she did. 

You see, Mary is all about attitude. It can be hard to 

see her as the Chuck Norris or Bruce Willis model of 

hard charging attitude, but in fact she is. Her YES 

showed just how tough she was. She was all-in for 

God, not measuring the consequences, but standing in 

the face of every challenge and saying, Thy will be 

done! Mary’s attitude, which we in our Church vehe-

mently protect, is an attitude of service and humility. 

She is not some kind of modern-day earth goddess or 

idol or superstitious apparition, but the reality of one 

who was called and who responded YES in strength 

and humility. That’s the attitude of one who prays: 

Through Mary to Jesus! That is the attitude of one 

called. 

Mary is very close to those called and to all the clergy 

because of her strength example. YES, I will do it. It 

is not about me – it is about Him. I’ll stand by Him 

through it all. I’ll serve the Church. I will accept all of 

you because my Son asked me. I will be with you 

now, intercede for you, and as Queen of Heaven, I 

will greet you at your home-going - Witaj Królowa 

nieba! 

Mary is the hard charging attitude we, who are called, 

all need to have. If you are called, if you are as hard 

charging strong as she is, then it is time to say YES. 

Feel free to call or text me at 518-522-0944 or E-mail 

me at frjim@holynamencc.org 

gather at Holy Mass, but also that communion that 

we experience each and every time we are together as 

God’s people.  And this is true whether we are at 

worship, or are reaching out to help those around us, 

or if we are just together, being God’s people. 

(The Desire for Communion- Continued from Page 3.) It is my continued prayer that all will be safe and well 

in this time of quarantine, and also now that we are 

just in the beginning stages of returning to a more 

communal existence, that we will do so safely, but 

also that in this safety, we will cherish the presence of 

each precious child of God, who seeks communion 

with Christ and with us. 
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Supreme Council Focuses on a Limited Agenda at its Annual 2020 Meeting 

Because of Covid-19 Crisis 

April 28, 2020 

Michael R. Mietlicki, Secretary of the Supreme Council 

Because of the Coronavirus [Covid-19] pandemic and the resulting national emergency and travel and meeting 

restrictions, the Annual Meeting of the Supreme Council focused on a limited agenda and was conducted via 

video conference.   Prime Bishop Anthony Mikovsky called the meeting to order at 7:35 p.m. EDT.  

Attendance 

Members present were: Most Rev Anthony A. Mikovsky PhD, Rt. Rev. John Mack, Rt. Rev. Bernard J. 

Nowicki, DD, Rt. Rev. Paul Sobiechowski, Bishop-elect Jaroslaw Rafalko, Very Rev. Zbigniew Dawid, Very 

Rev. Gregory Mludzik, Very Rev. Robert Nemkovich, Jr., Very Rev. Jaroslaw Nowak,   Rev. Zbigniew 

Kozar, Rev. Scott Lill, D. Min, John Andrzejewski III, Cathy A. Bilinski, Diane E. Cheek, Marilyn A. Folcik, 

Robert T. Giczkowski, Paul Gorgol, Bruce S. Kaniewski,  Gemma Meharchand, Michael R. Mietlicki, David 

Petrosky, Raymond J. Pieczarka, Kathryn Nemkovich, Joan Scheuneman, Becki Vivacqua, Martin Wachna, 

Jr.  

Excused - None 

Guests - None 

Prime Bishop Mikovsky administered the oath of office to Very Rev. Jaroslaw Nowak, the recently appointed 

clergy representative from the Western Diocese. 

Meeting Minutes 

The minutes of the April 30 – May 1, 2019 Annual Meeting and the October 25, 2019 Special Meeting of the 

Supreme Council were approved as presented.  

Financial Report and Budget 

Prime Bishop Mikovsky reported the impact of Covid-19 and related office closures, along with continued late 

payments from dioceses have delayed the completion of a budget and financial report.    

Clergy Aid to Parishes 

Clergy Aid as recommended by the Prime Bishop and supported by Diocesan Bishops was unanimously ap-

proved.  All approved requests followed the established process that included supplying parish financial re-

ports.   Total clergy aid for the 2020 – 2021 fiscal year will be $30,600 a little less than the previous year.  

Rent Abatement for the Polish National Union [PNU] 

The abatement of the PNU’s rent to the P.N.C.C. was extended for another year since the PNU CFO serves as 

the building manager of the National Church Center saving the P.N.C.C. building managerial fees.  Building 

management responsibilities include interacting with tenants, negotiating leases, supervising maintenance staff 

and scheduling upgrade and building maintenance projects.   

Cost of Living Adjustments [COLA] 

The salary of the Prime Bishop and his staff were reviewed based on the current 1.6% COLA.  It was reported 

letters were sent to all parishes informing them of a minimum 1.6% Cost of Living Salary Adjustment 

[COLA] for their pastors. Other considerations should be reviewed when determining the total salary increase 

for pastors above and beyond 1.6% this year.   

Covid-19 Impact on National Church Funding 

The Prime Bishop outlined the expense saving measures implemented in his office to limit the impact Covid-

19 might have on National Church income for the upcoming fiscal year. The two biggest expenses, the clergy 
(Continued on Page 6.) 
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hospitalization insurance reimbursement program and the National Church Center mortgage payment are fixed 

and not in our control. Clergy hospitalization insurance reimbursement expense is estimated to be $260K for 

the upcoming year.  Various state-based programs will be investigated to determine if they could result in 

health insurance premium savings for parishes. On a positive note, Spojnia Inc. is now in a financial position 

to make a substantial payment to the P.N.C.C. on a loan the P.N.C.C. granted it years ago.   Likewise, as a re-

sult of Prime Bishop Mikovsky’s efforts and a successful real estate tax appeal last year, the P.N.C.C. now 

saves over $100K in real estate taxes on the National Church Center.  

Medical Bridge to Poland 

The Supreme Council reviewed the prepared Report of the Prime Bishop and focused on a few major topics.  

The first was the Medical Bridge to Poland program. Two documents were included in the Prime Bishop’s re-

port to further define the Medical Bridge to Poland program. The first described the eligibility policy of the 

program created by Robert Sarnowski, MD, when he was a member of the Supreme Council.  The other was a 

grant guideline and application process created by Michael R. Mietlicki in 2019.  The Supreme Council con-

curred with the Prime Bishop’s recommendation to use these documents to accommodate a current request for 

funds from the Medical Bridge to Poland.  

The Arthur Zabierek Scholarship 

The P.N.C.C. has received approximately $500K to manage this scholarship.  At the Prime Bishop’s sugges-

tion, the Supreme Council appointed a subcommittee to review the requirements of this scholarship and further 

define application and distribution rules that will be reviewed by the Supreme Council.  

Postponement of National Events 

The Supreme Council reviewed the list of national events that were cancelled because of Covid-19. Included 

on that list was the consecration of Bishop-elect Rafalko for the P.N.C.C. and Bishop-elect Myrseth for the 

Nordic Catholic Church, the Mission and Evangelism Workshop and the two-day Annual Supreme Council 

Meeting.  Of special concern is Convo 2020 and its possible cancellation this July.   All youth stakeholders 

will be meeting soon to discuss the status of Convo 2020.  The entire Supreme Council believes if Convo 2020 

is postponed it should be rescheduled as soon as possible.  Likewise, virtual programs that take advantage of 

online technologies such as Zoom should be developed for youth gatherings in addition to physical gatherings 

such as youth convocations. It was reported the Y.M.S. of R. is still sponsoring a men’s retreat this June at the 

Bishop Hodur Retreat Center.  It will be primarily a virtual event with physical participation limited to approx-

imately 16 individuals.   The Bishop Hodur Retreat Center will be able to accommodate this number while 

maintaining social distance guidelines.  

Opening of Churches Following Covid-19 

The Prime Bishop reported the Diocesan Bishops will be meeting to develop guidelines to open our churches 

as various States open.  These guidelines will include where people sit in church, how they enter and exit the 

church, the role of choirs, distribution of bulletins, and the distribution of communion.  Father Senior Robert 

M. Nemkovich, Jr. will share with the Prime Bishop and Diocesan Bishops the insights he received from his 

participation in a recent National Council of Churches sponsored webinar with the Center of Disease Control.  

The guidelines may not address a one size fits all solution since Covid-19 has impacted various areas of the 

United States in different ways.  Some areas are hotspots, others are not and may get back to normal quicker.   

The Prime Bishop indicated he received positive comments regarding the guidelines the bishops have distrib-

uted to date.  

Clergy Pension Fund 

At the April 30 – May 1, 2019 Meeting of the Supreme Council, the Council requested the management and 

control of the Clergy Pension Fund come under the control of the Office of the Prime Bishop.  In the past the 

fund was managed by the Western Diocese.   The Prime Bishop reported progress in assuming management of 

(Supreme Council—Continued from Page 5.) 
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the fund and understanding is financial status.  Ultimately, the goal is to have a Clergy Pension Fund Commis-

sion appointed by the Prime Bishop at a synod take active management of the fund.  This commission, as are 

all others appointed at a synod, would then be responsible to the Supreme Council.  The fund is currently fi-

nancially challenged because of low interest rates and fewer donations to the fund.  At Prime Bishop’s recom-

mendation, the Supreme Council appointed a subcommittee chartered to review the structure of the pension 

fund and create a sustainability plan for the fund that would be presented to the Supreme Council.  The plan 

could include another fund-raising campaign, mandated contributions of individual parishes to the fund, the 

reallocation of National Church funds to the Clergy Pension Fund and establishing another investment account 

with another firm to assist in supporting the monies invested with Principal Financial.  

Consecration of Bishop-elect Rafalko and Bishop-elect Myrseth 

The consecration of Bishop-elect Jaroslaw Rafalko for the Western Diocese of the P.N.C.C. and Bishop-elect 

Ottar Mikael Myrseth for the Nordic Catholic Church is scheduled for Monday, September 14th at St. Stani-

slaus Cathedral in Scranton, PA.  The next meeting of the Supreme Council is tentatively scheduled for Sep-

tember 15th and 16th to allow members of the Supreme Council to attend the consecration.   This meeting date 

will be confirmed in July.  

Closing Prayer and Adjournment 

Bishop Paul Sobiechowski offered the closing prayer remembering those impacted by Covid-19. 

Prime Bishop Mikovsky thanked everyone for attending the meeting and their contributions and reminded 

members to be the church to everyone during Covid-19.  The Prime Bishop adjourned the meeting at 9:54 pm. 

Secretary’s Note 

In addition to the above reports that were discussed during the meeting, the following additional reports were 

submitted for review by the Supreme Council: 

Report on the Bishop of the Canadian Diocese. 

Report of the Bishop of the Eastern Diocese.  

Report of the Bishop of the Western Diocese.  

Report of the Future Direction Subcommittee 

Report of the God’s Field Editor 

Report of the National United Choirs Music Commission 

Report of the National United Choirs Scholarship Committee 

Report of the National UYA Chaplain 

Report of the National UYA President. 

Report of the P.N.C.C. – Anglican G4 Dialogue 

Report of the P.N.C.C. – RCC Dialogue 

Report of the P.N.C.C. Church Doctrine Commission 

Report of the P.N.C.C. Clergy Salary & Benefits Commission 

Report of the P.N.C.C. Clergy Hospitalization Insurance Administrator 

Report of the P.N.C.C. Ecumenical Officer 

Report of the P.N.C.C. History & Archives Commission 

Report of the P.N.C.C. Liturgical Commission 

Report of the P.N.C.C. Sacred Vocations Commission 

Report of the P.N.C.C. SOCL Commission 

Report of the P.N.C.C. Website Committee 

Report of the Spójnia, Inc Committee 

Report of the Y.M.S. of R. 
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Litany to the Blessed Virgin Mary 

May is dedicated to the Blessed Virgin Mary. Marian devotions honor our Mother, and the Mother of our Lord, Jesus Christ. Pray 

this Litany at home during this month. 

Litany of The Blessed Virgin Mary: 

Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

Christ, hear us. Christ, graciously hear us. 

God, the Father of heaven, Have mercy on us. 

God the Son, Redeemer of the world, Have mercy on us. 

God the Holy Spirit, Have mercy on us. 

Holy Trinity, one God. Have mercy on us. 

Holy Mary, pray for us 

Holy Mother of God, pray for us 

Holy Virgin of virgins, pray for us 

Mother of Christ, pray for us 

Mother of the Church, pray for us 

Mother of divine grace, pray for us 

Mother most pure,pray for us  

Mother most chaste, pray for us 

Mother inviolate, pray for us 

Mother undefiled, pray for us 

Mother most amiable, pray for us 

Mother most admirable, pray for us 

Mother of good counsel, pray for us  

Mother of our Creator, pray for us  

Mother of our Savior, pray for us  

Virgin most prudent, pray for us  

Virgin most venerable, pray for us  

Virgin most renowned, pray for us  

Virgin most powerful, pray for us  

Virgin most merciful, pray for us  

Virgin most faithful, pray for us  

Mirror of justice, pray for us  

Seat of wisdom, pray for us  

Cause of our joy, pray for us  

Spiritual vessel, pray for us  

Vessel of honor, pray for us  

Singular vessel of devotion, pray for us  

Mystical rose, pray for us  

Tower of David, pray for us  

Tower of ivory, pray for us  

House of gold, pray for us  

Ark of the covenant, pray for us  

Gate of heaven, pray for us  

Morning star, pray for us  

Health of the sick, pray for us  

Refuge of sinners, pray for us  

Comforter of the afflicted, pray for us  

Help of Christians, pray for us  

Queen of angels, pray for us  

Queen of patriarchs, pray for us  

Queen of prophets, pray for us  

Queen of apostles, pray for us  

Queen of martyrs, pray for us  

Queen of confessors, pray for us  

Queen of virgins, pray for us  

Queen of all saints, pray for us  

Queen conceived without sin, pray for us  

Queen assumed into heaven, pray for us  

Queen of the most holy Rosary, pray for us  

Queen of families, pray for us  
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Queen of peace, pray for us 

Lamb of God, You take away sins of the world; 

Spare us, O Lord. 

Lamb of God, You take away the sins of the world; 

Graciously hear us, O Lord. 

Lamb of God, Your take away the sins of the world; 

Have mercy on us. 

V. Pray for us, O Holy Mother of God. 

R. That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ. 

Let us pray: 

Grant, we beg you, O Lord God, that we your servants may enjoy lasting health of mind and body, and by the glorious intercession 

of the Blessed Mary, ever Virgin, be delivered from present sorrow and enter into the joy of eternal happiness. Through Christ our 

Lord. R. Amen. 

Remember, O most gracious Virgin Mary, that never was it known that anyone who fled to your protection, implored your help or 

sought your intercession, was left unaided. Inspired by this confidence, I fly unto you, O Virgin of virgins, my Mother. To you I 

come, before you I stand, sinful and sorrowful. O Mother of the Word incarnate, despise not my petitions, but, in your mercy, hear 

and answer me. Amen. 
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3rd Annual National Y.M.S. of R. 

Bishop Bilinski Memorial Spiritual Retreat 

June 18-20, 2020 

Bishop Hodur Retreat & Recreation Center 

611 Honesdale Road, Waymart, PA 18472 

“Called to be Free” 

Galatians 5:13: “You, my brothers and sisters, were called to be free. 

The 3rd Annual Y.M.S. of R. Bishop Stanley Bilinski Memorial Spiritual Retreat takes place June 18-20 at  

YOUR HOUSE!!! 

The world has changed a bit since our last retreat ended and planning for this retreat began. We had a great, 

well-attended retreat last year and worked with many to find a date that would be even better for attendance- 

alas, we shall zig. 

Our retreat this year will be a virtual experience, provided by a socially-distanced staff, emanating from the 

Bishop Hodur Retreat & Recreation Center. There, Holy Mass will be livestreamed, speakers will be recorded, 

and spiritual activities made available, all in real time. 

The United Y.M.S. of R. is offering a low, $25 registration for the retreat this year. This will cover the Zoom 

sessions that will be provided by PNCC Clergy and Y.M.S. of R. executives, access to a shared Google folder 

that will have the event’s information, reference packets, and handouts, and even a goodie bag that will be sent 

to each participant. 

As it is Father’s Day weekend, what a perfect gift for a dad or a pastor- to pay for his registration fee and give 

him the peace and tranquility to virtually attend this retreat! What a chance for a spiritual and mental reset as 

the world settles into its new normal. 

We would hope that, as different states begin to reopen in various ways, perhaps a parish would choose to have 

a socially-distanced, limit-of-ten-people experience of this retreat.  We will have a set schedule, with broad-

casted sessions and worship surrounded by private meals, scripture, and reflection time.   

Of course, this entire set-up isn’t ideal, but we have been working to make this a seamless experience.  The Re-

treat Center is being fit with internet access as we speak, we have multiple people assigned to monitor our 

broadcasts and feedback, and are focused on what St. Paul spoke about concerning our theme. He wrote to the 

Galatians (5:13) that we are all called to be free.   

Freedom is what built this nation and was the spark the lit the fire that became the National Catholic Church 

movement for Polish people a century ago.  Freedom is a concept that seems pretty darn beautiful right now, 

some months into quarantine in our respective states. The Spiritual Retreat planning committee would love for 

you to participate in this year’s men’s retreat, so we can understand the call to freedom alluded to by Saint 

Paul. 

For more information, please see the United Y.M.S. of R. Facebook page, the Events page on PNCC.org, 

YMSofR.org, or by contacting UnitedYMSofR@gmail.com. Registration information and tentative schedule 

will be posted shortly. To pre-register, donate $25 to https://www.paypal.me/unitedymsofr.  
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CONVO 2020  

 

NOTICE OF POSTPONEMENT  

 

Due to the corona virus pandemic, and the inability to know if/when public gatherings will be permitted, the 

Convo 2020 Committee informed the Supreme Council that the 2020 Convo must be postponed until 2021.  

We are hoping that we may offer up a “virtual Convo” that may include presentations for an hour or two across 

one or two days/evenings.  This would occur in the originally scheduled week.   

 

This will be coordinated with the input of the NUYA (National United Youth Association), the national youth 

chaplain, the diocesan youth chaplains and the bishops. 

 

We had been eagerly anticipating our time together at Mercyhurst University in Erie, PA, but health and safety 

must come first.  May God’s Blessings of health, strength and protection be with you all as we together battle 

this disease and adjust our lives.   

 

Convo 2020 Committee 

Lauren Lightcap – Matt Russo  Co-Chairs  

Bishop John E. Mack – Diocesan Bishop    
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Honor Your Father on Father’s Day 
 

On Father’s Day we will pray for and honor all of our fathers, both lay and clergy, past and present, to express 

our gratitude, remembrance and love for all they have done for our families and for our Church. 

 

For the continued support of our Clergy Pension Fund, and to acknowledge ALL FATHERS, we will publish, 

beginning in the June issue of God’s Field – Rola Boża your name and the name of the father you wish to 

acknowledge or remember. 

 

For each acknowledgement or remembrance, we are requesting a minimum donation of $25.00, payable to the 

Clergy Pension Fund PNCC. 

 

This effort will have a two-fold effect for us, by acknowledging or remembering our fathers, lay or clergy, for 

all they have done for us and also to bolster our Clergy Pension Fund in order to show our continued support 

for our Clergy, our Church fathers, who make so many sacrifices each day in the service of God and to us and 

our Church. 

 

All donations received go to support the Clergy Pension Fund of the Polish National Catholic Church. 

 

Please complete the form and submit it with your minimum donation of $25.00 per name, to: 

 Clergy Pension Fund 

 National Church Center 

 1006 Pittston Avenue 

 Scranton, PA 18505 

Please make the checks payable to: “Clergy Pension Fund P.N.C.C.” 

 

Submissions received by June 5 will appear in the June edition of God’s Field.  Those received after will ap-

pear in the July edition. 

 

Thank you for your support. 

 P.N.C.C. Clergy Pension Fund Committee 

 Most Rev. Anthony Mikovsky 

 Robert R. Maycan 

 Christine Wachna 
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Hodur: A Compilation of Selected Translations 

This 74-page book, compiled by Theodore 

Zawistowski, was published in 1986 by the Bishop 

Hodur Biography Commission of the Central Dio-

cese. It has an Introduction, a Bibliography and dis-

cusses the writings of Bishop Hodur. These are: New 

Roads, Chapter Six; Our Faith; On Mission; On Celi-

bacy; Introduction to the Fourth Synod; The Essence 

of Penance; At the Crossing; and God, The Church 

and Man. The sentences in italics are quotes from the 

book. 

Rev. Franciszek Hodur wrote the book New Roads in 

1901 under the pseudonym W. Warega.  Chapter Six 

is a statement of beliefs “probably the first formal 

confession of faith of the not yet officially organized 

Polish National Catholic Church. It has twenty four 

paragraphs and is titled God, Man and Nation.”    

The booklet Our Faith was published in 1913. “A 

descriptive note on the title page stated that it was a 

summary of the teachings of the Polish National 

Catholic Church of America, together with interpre-

tations of some of the tenets of the religion of 

Christ.”  

This section states that the P.N.C.C. “derives her 

teaching from an inexhaustible source: the Holy 

Scripture and the direct action of the Holy Spirit.” 

The Confession of Faith (Apostolic Creed), formulat-

ed in about the year 100 in Rome, “gathered the 

truths of the Christian faith as understood and ex-

plained by the community of that time and as present-

ed by apostolic tradition. The next three centuries 

broadened this creed or condensation of the Chris-

tian faith‘s principles, complemented and explained 

it appropriately to the religio-philosphican tenden-

cies of the period, and to the needs of the human 

soul, and announced it as the Nicaeo-

Constantinopolitan Creed.” 

These two creeds were accepted by the June and July 

1912 provincial synods of the Polish National Catho-

lic Church. These led to the development of the Con-

fession of Faith of the Polish National Catholic 

Church of America. The 11 sections are given here. 

The following 25 pages describe the bases of each of 

the 11 sections of the Confession of Faith of the 

Polish National Catholic Church of America. 

The third Synod in 1914 established the Commission 

On the Mission of the Church in America and Po-

land. “The mission of the Polish National Catholic 

Church of America is threefold: Spiritual and moral 

first, having as its purpose to gain the Polish people 

in America for Christ’s Kingdom, or, such a spiritual 

and moral state in which Christ would be the center 

of human life. The second purpose of the mission is 

the defense of the Polish emigrant before the tempta-

tions on inimical elements. The third purpose is to 

gain the Polish nation for the ideals of the Free 

Church.” 

The On Celibacy section deals with the statement by 

Prime Bishop Hodur made at the third Synod to post-

pone further discussion on the topic. His remarks 

were “From the heated remarks on the part of the 

adherents of celibacy as well as the friends of mar-

riage, I judge that the subject discussed by the Father 

Referant and the several speakers is not ready to be 

decided by voting. A matter of such importance can-

not be settled perfunctorily without suitable consider-

ations within which arise laws, customs and practic-

es, be they of Church or State. 

The authorities must take into account the feelings 

and concepts of the public. But, also, the authorities, 

especially of a democracy, should aim to remove hin-

drances to the development of a moral, Christian life. 

This we did not accomplish or practice in the matter 

of informing the members of the National Church 

about priestly celibacy, the reasons for its emer-

gence, the fatal results of the medieval papal decree 

and the beneficial influence on the development of 

the Christian Church.  

For the time being it shall remain in the National 

Church as it has been to this time. But, bowing away 

from a vote at this time, I call on you all and ask and 

beseech you to help me resolve this problem in the 

future with a spirit of tolerance, humanity and jus-

tice, Divine and human, and thereby help to guide the 

Church so that it may grow, develop and perfect itself 

for the happiness and salvation of the Polish people 

of the emigration.”   

Mandatory Celibacy for the clergy had been dis-

cussed at the First, Second, Third and Fourth Synods. 

It was passed at the Fourth Synod held in 1921 that 

clergy may marry with the approval of his parish and 

his bishop. 

In the section titled Introduction to the Fourth Synod; 

Prime Bishop Hodur said “ We have a great and im-

portant goal before us: to strengthen and build the 
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Polish National Church in America and Poland. To 

reach this goal, it is necessary to have a clearly de-

fined program and suitable means. Otherwise, the 

work will succeed only partly or not at all. 

It is not enough, in our case, for example, to have 

good intentions, to pass beautiful and far-reaching 

laws and rules, but it is also necessary to find meth-

ods to bring laws to life so tt they do not become 

dead letters but energy, but life itself.” 

Each short paragraph is accompanied with an appro-

priate biblical passage. The later paragraphs speak of 

Jesus as taking strong stands occasionally when he 

needed to. Prime Bishop Hodur said “Only enemies 

of true Christianity, exploiters, popes, kings, the pow-

erful of this world , wanted and want today to portray 

the Lord Christ as meek, humble and yielding Lead-

er. They would desire His disciples, followers and 

students to be of a similar spirit: quiet, humble, slug-

gish, meek, surrendering to fate in everything, be-

cause masses of people so accustomed and educated 

would permit themselves to be bent and exploited 

with impunity.”  

In the section titled The Essence of Penance; it was 

said “General Confession as introduced by First 

Bishop Franciszek Hodur in 1908 in Scranton, Penn-

sylvania. The Third Synod held in Chicago in 1914 

commended the practice but did not clearly define it. 

In 1921, the Fourth Synod proclaimed the following 

unanimously 

Public confession, general or individual, in the 

Polish National Catholic Church has the same sacra-

mental meaning as private or auricular confession. It 

is one of the necessary conditions of Penance, the 

holy act established by Jesus Christ for the regenera-

tion of man and for uniting him with God.” 

Penance is “an internal, spiritual act through which 

a person is changed, becomes better, more worthy, 

and closer to God.” There are descriptions of the use 

of penance by the Sumerians, Assyrians, Babyloni-

ans, Egyptians and Jews. “Christ’s principal that 

without contrition, confession of errors and the de-

sire for a change in life here is no forgiveness, abso-

lution and spiritual regeneration. Without these three 

acts, external penance is meaningless.” 

The segment, At the Crossing is about the crisis of 

the Polish National Catholic Church that was dis-

cussed at the Sixth General Synod held in Buffalo, 

NY, in 1931. The minutes of the Sixth General Synod 

were published in 1935, four years after the Synod 

was held. Prime Bishop Hodur said “The secretary of 

the Synod, the Rev. A. Turkiewicz, gave me the manu-

script of the minutes on time but, due to  combination 

of things, part of the report has become lost to me, 

and to this were added reasons of spiritual and psy-

chological nature, therefore I lingered from publish-

ing the official proceedings of the Synod of the Polish 

National Catholic Church until the early spring of the 

Special General Synod. These reasons have either 

disappeared over the four years or have subsided. 

There were two principal reasons why I held back 

from publishing the whole of the report: one the syn-

odical report of the undersigned, the first bishop; the 

second, the accusation of some of the superiors of the 

Polish National Catholic Church by the Rev. J. L. 

Zawistowski. Both of these things are not pleasant.”  

Prime Bishop Hodur’s 8-page report comprises the 

rest of this segment. He said at beginning of his re-

port “The transvaluation of the bases of the National 

Church, especially in this time, is dangerous. There 

are only two possibilities, namely: either the Synod 

will resolve that we must go the line of the National 

Church underlined by me in Scranton in the year 

1897 and those following, or the Synod will free me 

from the position which I occupy. I will step aside 

and work in silence.”  

The report lists the movements made in the 10 years 

from 1921 to 1931. They include the start of a Semi-

nary in Scranton, The institution of God’s Field as the 

official organ of the Polish National Catholic Church, 

the purchase of a farm in Waymart for the Home for 

the Aged and Disabled, and three great Synods, Gen-

eral Synod held in Scranton in 1924, the diocesan 

synod held in Scranton in 1928 and the General Syn-

od held in Warsaw in 1928. These abolished clergy 

celibacy, brought in public confession, established 

four diocese in America and a missionary diocese in 

Poland. Bishop Hodur said that he was disappointed 

by the unsuccessful attempt to begin the Society of 

Brotherly Love, the only purely Polish National Cath-

olic Church society. After he read his report, “a 

deathly silence filled the meeting hall. Only the muted 

weeping of men as well as women could be heard.” 

God, The Church and Man. This section was written 

by Marian B. Cieplak and quotes from Bishop 

Hodur’s two booklets New Roads and the First 

Cause. He wrote that after reading the works, state-

(Continued on bottom of Page 16.) 
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ments, poems and songs of Bishop Hodur “that his 

main purpose was the complete reworking of the 

concept of the essence of God and the relationship of 

God to man and of man to God.” Mr. Cieplak said 

that Bishop Hodur started to write poems and songs 

because many people were not reading his many 

pamphlets and books. “Foremost of the songs writ-

ten by him is the hymn of the Polish National Catho-

lic Church, Tyle Lat My Ci, O Panie (So many Years 

to Thee, O Lord). This hymn, with great conciseness, 

presents the whole philosophy of Bishop Hodur, his 

complete concept of the relationship of  God to man 

and of man to God.” The last page of the text con-

tains eight stanzas of the hymn of the Polish National 

Catholic Church.  

I hope that you get an opportunity to read this book-

let; I’ve just scratched the service. I am sure that you 

will learn about the bases and history of the Polish 

National Catholic Church. Perhaps it will inspire you 

to become more active on a Committee or Commis-

sion of the Church.  
Joseph Francis Seliga 

Chair, P.N.C.C. on History Archives Commission 

(Hodur: A Compilation of Selected Translations - Continued from Page X.) 
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