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Be the Church
Most Rev. Anthony Mikovsky
Prime Bishop
During the season of Lent we are all called to increase our spiritual disciplines of fasting, prayer and
giving. Many of us also choose to “give something
up” for the season. It may be candy, or our daily cup
of expensive coffee, chocolate or some other luxury.
We must remember that this is done, not as a way to
fix a vice or even possibly to lose weight, although
some may inappropriately use it that way. The small
sacrifices of the Lenten season are that we give up
something good, to look past it and obtain something
better. While certainly a piece of candy is good, and
my morning cup of coffee borders on a necessity, by
giving such things up for a time we can see past them
to where the real important things of life lie. We can
begin to value more highly the self-discipline that
will allow us to become better Christians. We can
have a better appreciation of those in need and then
strive to help meet the needs of others. We can begin
to realize that our true happiness does not lie in
things, but in our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, in our
faith which brings us to Him and with the people that
the Lord surrounds us with.
I say this as a way in which we can now consider
what we are all being faced with as we confront the
COVID-19 outbreak now upon us in the United
States and Canada. We are faced, either by our own
choice, or even through government intervention, of
giving up a whole lot more than a few luxuries. In
fact for many our lives will be severely impacted.
We see this as schools are closed, businesses are curtailing hours or closing, and our Polish National
Catholic Church has now instructed her members to
remain at home for at least the next few weeks.
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With this, even in this very short time that our parishes have been affected, I have heard a number of people say to me, “I miss my church.” While it has only
been a short time that the churches are affected, this
feeling may be born out of the fear that this present
situation may last for a long time. While we must
stay away from gatherings, we need not consider ourselves separated from the Church.
In this I would like to encourage all Polish National
Catholics to adopt the attitude of the Lenten season
when something good is given up. We look through
that situation to something more deep and fundamental. Now is the time, when we can’t go to Church, to
BE THE CHURCH to each other.
Within our Catechism, the question is asked, “What
is the Church?” With the answer, “The Church is the
Body of Christ of which Christ is the head and all
baptized people are Her members. The Church is a
gathering of people professing the truths of Christ
and using those means to salvation which He instituted.” While we may have learned this definition
many years ago, we tend to look at it only in one
way. “Using those means of salvation” begins to
mean for us all those things that take place when we
gather at the Church building. It starts with the celebration of Holy Mass and other sacramental rites and
extends to the social events where we gather as
God’s people and even to the many helping ministries of our parishes which reach out to those around
us. But here there is one aspect that is missing. Do
we apply this definition of the Church not only to
what I do at the Church building, but also to every(Continued on Page 3.)
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thing that occurs within my own household and my
own family?
Now is the time, when we are faced with some serious consequences of the response to the COVID-19
outbreak, to BE THE CHURCH. Now is the time for
all of the attributes of the Church to shine forth in our
own lives.
Since we won’t be in prayer at our parish churches
for a time, our prayer life must transition to the home.
The Church is supplying its members with prayer
aids for the Sundays as well as to celebrate the Lenten devotions during the week. These can be found
on the P.N.C.C. Facebook Page, the P.N.C.C. Future
Direction Facebook Page and the P.N.C.C. website.
But now too is the time for families to gather together
in prayer for the many things that we might be concerned about as well. Pray for your own peace to
face this crisis and the difficult times ahead; pray for
our leaders as they face these challenging times and
must make decisions that affect us all; pray for those
who are sick and suffering because of the corona virus; pray for the doctors, nurses and all who will care
for them; pray for all who help to make our regular
daily lives possible, like grocery store workers, truck
drivers and farmers and many more.
But then following upon prayer there is so much
more that needs to be done as the Church. In the
Church we are called to show loving kindness to each
other. Since this will not occur within our parish
churches for a time, in being the Church, we must
bring it to reality within our own lives. And with
modern technology we can begin to do this quite easily, if only we put our mind to it. Now is the time to
check in with family and friends each day to make
sure that everyone is fine and basic needs are being
met. Tell them you’re praying for them (and really
do it) and ask for prayers. Help to fulfill their needs,
whatever they may be: grocery shopping for the elderly and compromised; small work that must be
done for someone’s health and safety, etc. This begins with our own families and then should expand to
others, like checking on a neighbor you might never
have talked to before.
While we begin to think about this new reality as
well, it is also the time to get our children and young
people involved in this work of the Church. Make
sure they are included in your own prayer and devotional life. Help them to remember those in need. It
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was suggested on the P.N.C.C. Future Direction Facebook Page to have young members write letters or
color pictures to send to Nursing or Care Homes.
This sort of work can begin with grandparents or the
elderly people your family knows and then extend it
in showing loving kindness to others who may be
alone in these critical times. Maybe these things are
something we always should have been doing, but the
present crisis allows us to see the greater reality of
what we are called to as Christians.
Now too, is the time to take some responsibility for
our own religious and spiritual education and that of
our children as well. I have often said that presently
the Church is one of the few places that we think we
know all we need to know when we finish Confirmation class at the age of 15 or 16. While this isn’t
quite true because we still hear the weekly homilies
of our clergy, it is true in the sense that many don’t
open their Bibles, or Catechisms, or Prayer Books or
other spiritual works outside of the Church building.
Now, while many of us are confining ourselves at
home, is a wonderful time to delve deeper into our
faith, into the Bible and other devotional works. And
again with technology an awful lot of this is right at
your fingertips. In fact, I regularly use my NRSV
Bible app on my phone as the easiest way to look
things up when I need them and also to spend a bit of
time in the Word of God.
Things are not going to be the same for a while. This
we certainly know. But maybe these times will also
allow us to see a very important reality a little more
clearly. That the Church is not just the building we
go to for an hour on a Sunday, and for other events
and ministry opportunities. Rather, we are the
Church, because it is up to us to pray with renewed
fervor, to show charity and loving kindness, to give
of our time, talent and treasure where it is needed,
needed now more urgently than ever.
Maybe when all things get back to normal, and eventually they will, we will be able to see that the
Church is our gathering place where the Mysteries
that sustain us are celebrated and where the reality of
what we really are, and what we really can be as the
Body of Christ, is most clearly shown.
In my prayer for the bishops, the priests, the deacons
and the faithful of our Holy Church, for all Polish
National Catholics, all the people of God and our nation, I encourage all to remain safe and care for one
another. BE THE CHURCH, for yourselves and for
one another, now more than ever.
Official P.N.C.C. Facebook Page: PNCC1
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Postponement or Cancelation of P.N.C.C. National Events
On Friday, March 13, 2020 the active Bishops and Diocesan Administrators of the Polish National Catholic
Church gathered to discuss the implications of the COVID-19 outbreak and a number of national events that will be taking place within the Polish National Catholic Church. In making these following decisions, consideration was given to
the recommendations of the CDC and other local health agencies, the size of these events, the demographics of those
attending and other factors.
The results of these discussions are:
1. The Mission and Evangelism Commission Workshop which was to take place from Friday, March 27 to Sunday,
March 29, 2020 at Resurrection Parish in Temperance, Michigan has been canceled. It is hoped that we can return to
Resurrection Parish in 2021 for the Mission Workshop when a new date is chosen.
2. The Consecration of Bishop-elect Jarosław Rafalko for the P.N.C.C. and Bishop-elect Ottar Myrseth for the N.C.C.
will be postponed until Monday, September 14, 2020 the Solemnity of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross. While this
was certainly the most difficult of items to postpone, it was felt that because a large number of Polish National Catholics would like to attend, that to fully celebrate this joyous event in the Church, it should be postponed.
3. The annual Supreme Council Meeting which was to be held on Tuesday, April 28 and Wednesday, April 29, 2020
will be changed in format. A teleconference of the Supreme Council will be held on the evening of Tuesday, April
28, 2020 so that we can fulfill the requirements of the Constitution and Laws of the P.N.C.C. There are also a number of financial and other important items that must be considered at the beginning of the Church’s fiscal year. It is
planned to hold the rest of the Supreme Council Meeting at the time of the consecration, in particular on Tuesday,
September 15 and Wednesday, September 16, but final decisions concerning this will be made when the Supreme
Council meets for its teleconference on April 28.
4. Decisions are also being made concerning the cancelation or postponement of Diocesan events. These announcements will be made by the appropriate Diocesan Bishop.
5. Other Committee and Commission meetings that will occur during the time period of the next 8 weeks may also
have to be moved, postponed or canceled. Those involved will be informed by the chairman of each of the Commissions they serve on. If there are questions regarding these meetings, please contact the Commission chairman.
If there are any questions or concerns about any of the above items, please feel free to contact, via email or phone, the
Office of the Prime Bishop or the office of your own Diocesan Bishop. Also, please know that the Bishops will continue
to monitor this ever changing situation and other items may be added to this list of changes in the future.
We also encourage all Polish National Catholics to remain in prayer for the members of your own parish and for the entire Church. Also please remember those who are more vulnerable in this present situation and in acts of Christian charity, reach out to be of help.
With all good wishes and prayer, I remain,
Sincerely in Christ Jesus, our Lord,

Most Rev. Anthony A. Mikovsky
Prime Bishop
Polish National Catholic Church
Website of the P.N.C.C.:
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Church Doctrine Commission
The Bishops of the Polish National Catholic Church, together with the Church Doctrine Commission began to consider the issues involved in the ongoing concern regarding sex and gender that is now seen in many
places. This discussion began with information gathered before the Church Doctrine Commission meeting on
November 12 and 13, 2019 and continued at the meeting held on March 3 and 4, 2020. The Polish National
Catholic Church in seeking to unite our voice with other Christians has decided to add its voice together with
the Orthodox, Roman Catholic, Anglican, Lutheran and other denominations in supporting this “Open Letter.”
The Bishops of the Polish National Catholic Church, together with the Church Doctrine Commission accepted
this letter entitled: “Created Male and Female: An Open Letter from Religious Leaders” as reflecting the doctrine and praxis of the Polish National Catholic Church.

Created Male and Female: An Open Letter from Religious Leaders
Dear friends:
As leaders of various communities of faith throughout the United States, many of us came together in the
past to affirm our commitment to marriage as the union of one man and one women and as the foundation of
society. We reiterate that natural marriage continues to be invaluable to American society.
We come together to join our voices on a more fundamental precept of our shared existence, namely, that
human beings are male or female and that the socio-cultural reality of gender cannot be separated from one’s
sex as male or female.
We acknowledge and affirm that all human beings are created by God and thereby have an inherent dignity. We also believe that God created each person male or female; therefore, sexual difference is not an accident or a flaw – it is a gift from God that helps draw us closer to each other and to God. What God has created
is good. “God created mankind in his image; in the image of God he created them; male and female he created them” (Gen 1:27).
A person’s discomfort with his or her sex, or the desire to be identified as the other sex, is a complicated
reality that needs to be addressed with sensitivity and truth. Each person deserves to be heard and treated with
respect; it is our responsibility to respond to their concerns with compassion, mercy and honesty. As religious
leaders, we express our commitment to urge the members of our communities to also respond to those wrestling with this challenge with patience and love.
Children especially are harmed when they are told that they can “change” their sex or, further, given hormones that will affect their development and possibly render them infertile as adults. Parents deserve better
guidance on these important decisions, and we urge our medical institutions to honor the basic medical principle of “first, do no harm.” Gender ideology harms individuals and societies by sowing confusion and selfdoubt. The state itself has a compelling interest, therefore, in maintaining policies that uphold the scientific
fact of human biology and supporting the social institutions and norms that surround it.
The movement today to enforce the false idea – that a man can be or become a woman or vice versa – is
deeply troubling. It compels people to either go against reason – that is, to agree with something that is not
true – or face ridicule, marginalization, and other forms of retaliation.
We desire the health and happiness of all men, women, and children. Therefore, we call for policies that
uphold the truth of a person’s sexual identity as male or female, and the privacy and safety of all. We hope for
renewed appreciation of the beauty of sexual difference in our culture and for authentic support of those who
experience conflict with their God-given sexual identity.

(Continued with signatories on page 6.)
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(Church Doctrine Commission – Created Male and Female: An Open Letter from Religious Leaders - Continued from Page 5.)

Sincerely yours:
Most Rev. Joseph C. Bambera
Bishop of Scranton – Chairman,
USCCB Committee on Ecumenical
and Interreligious Affairs
The Most Rev. Dr. Foley Beach
Archbishop and Primate –
Anglican Church in North America
The Rev. John F. Bradosky
Bishop –
North American Lutheran Church
Most Rev. Charles J. Chaput, O.F.M. Cap.
Archbishop of Philadelphia – Chairman,
USCCB Committee on Laity,
Marriage, Family Life and Youth
Most Rev. James D. Conley
Bishop of Lincoln – Chairman,
USCCB Subcommittee for the
Promotion and Defense of Marriage
The Rt. Rev. John A.M. Guernsey
Bishop, Diocese of the Mid-Atlantic –
Anglican Church in North America
Rev. Dr. Matthew Harrison
President – Lutheran Church –
Missouri Synod
Imam Faizal Khan
Founder and Leader –
Islamic Society of the Washington Area
Most Rev. Joseph E. Kurtz
Archbishop of Louisville – Chairman,
USCCB Committee for Religious Liberty
Melchisedek
Archbishop of Pittsburgh –
Orthodox Church in America

The Rt. Rev. Eric V. Menees
Bishop, San Joaquin –
Anglican Church in North America
Rev. Eugene F. Rivers, III
Founder and Director Seymour Institute for Black Church and
Policy Studies – Church of God in Christ
Rev. Dr. Gregory P. Seltz, PhD
Executive Director – The Lutheran
Center for Religious Liberty
The Rev. Paull Spring
Bishop Emeritus The North American Lutheran Church
Rev. Tony Suarez
Executive Vice President - National
Hispanic Christian Leadership Conference
Very Rev. Nathanael Symeonides
Ecumenical Officer - Greek
Orthodox Archdiocese of America
The Rev. Dr. L. Roy Taylor
Stated Clerk, General Assembly Presbyterian Church in America
Andrew Walker
Director of Policy Studies - Southern
Baptist Ethics & Religious Liberty Comm
The Rev. Dr. David Wendel
Assistant to the Bishop for Ministry and
Ecumenism – The North American
Lutheran Church
Paul Winter
Elder - Bruderhof

December 15, 2017
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G-4/P.N.C.C. Ecumenical Dialogue Group Meeting
January 28 - 29, 2020, Dunwoody, GA
The G-4/P.N.C.C. Ecumenical Dialogue Group met
at the Parish of St. Barnabas (APA) in Dunwoody,
GA. Representing the P.N.C.C. were Prime Bishop
Anthony Mikovsky, Bishops John Mack and Paul
Sobiechowski, Father Senior Robert Nemkovich, and
Father John Kowalczyk. G-4 members included
Archbishop Mark Haverland (ACC), Bishops Paul
Hewett (DHC), Chandler Jones (APA), and Brian
Marsh (ACA), and Fathers Robert Bader (DHC),
Jonathan Foggin (ACC), and Christian Tutor (ACA).
Bishops Hewett and Sobiechowski each served a day
as Dialogue Chairs. Topics discussed included the
shared history of Anglicans and the P.N.C.C., with
particular attention paid to episcopal consecrations;
the implementation of a process to oversee clergy
who wish to transfer jurisdictions; and ways in which
the Churches of the G-4 and the Union of Scranton
might strengthen their relationship through retreats
and conferences of scholars.
On the first day of the meetings, Prime Bishop
Mikovsky celebrated the Eucharist according to the
use of the P.N.C.C.; on the second, Bishop Jones said
an Anglican Mass for the Feast of Blessed Charles,

King & Martyr. Members of the group received Holy
Communion or blessings, as appropriate.
After two days of productive discussion, the group
scheduled its next meeting for July 28th and 29th of
this year in Manchester, NH.

Mainz, GE Theological Conference
On February 7 through 9, 2020, bishops, priests and a
few others of the Polish National Catholic Church,
the Nordic Catholic Church and other interested clergy, gathered for a theological conference entitled:
“How are we to survive the present crisis of the
Christian Faith?” Through a number of presentations, as well as our time together in discussion, we
examined the challenges that are facing the Church in
America and Europe where we reside.

Website of the P.N.C.C.:
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Bishop Roald Flemestad of the Nordic Catholic
Church gave the first presentation entitled “The Loss
of Transcendence and the Collapse of Faith.” This
paper explained that this present crisis is not something that has come upon us quickly, but rather has
been brewing for some time. It also challenges us to
consider this long trajectory when confronting this
crisis. Next Fr. Frederik Herzberg of the German
(Continued on middle of Page 13.)
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P.N.C.C. - R.C. Dialogue
February 17 - 19, 2020, Miami FL
This year’s meeting of the Polish National Catholic - Roman Catholic Dialogue took place in Miami, FL, from
February 17 to 19. It was hosted by Archbishop Thomas Wenski of Miami, and co-chaired by Bishop Mitchell
Rozanski of Springfield, MA. As part of the Dialogue’s continuing discernment of issues that are truly churchdividing, the members heard a paper prepared by the P.N.C.C. side entitled, “Authority in the Church: A Polish
National Catholic Understanding.” A second presentation provided an analysis of the Constitution of the
P.N.C.C. in light of the Roman Catholic Code of Canon Law. Other discussions included reports on the ad limina visits to Rome by the Roman Catholic bishops present and the 2019 Special Synod of the P.N.C.C. Each
morning the members prayed the Liturgy of the Hours together, and in the evening of May 18 the members
attended a dinner in their honor at Saint Luke’s Parish. Next year’s meeting has been scheduled for May 2021
in Scranton, PA.

Very Rev. Gregory Mludzik; Rev. Michael Pierz; Rt. Rev. Joseph Kopacz; Rt. Rev. Mitchell Rozanski (Co-Chair); Rt. Rev. Paul
Sobiechowski; Rt. Rev. John Mack (Co-Chair); Rev. Charles Zawistowski; Rt. Rev. Bernard Nowicki; Rev. Walter Kedjierski; Rev.
Wojciech Kowal; Rev. Ronald Roberson; Very Rev. Robert Nemkovich
Website of the P.N.C.C.:
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Service, Sacrifice, S_________
Rev. Jim Konicki, Chair, P.N.C.C. Vocations Commission
March and we are deep in the heart of Lent. Of
course, Lent calls us to those typical three keys - Increased Prayer, More Fasting, and Greater Charity.
As I usually tell my congregation and my students,
Lent is really no different than any other type of
preparation. It is the practice field of the Christian
life. Like any practice field, we get a little banged-up
in the process. Perhaps our knees and stomachs hurt a
bit, and if we sit on our wallets, maybe our behinds
ache in a different way - the wallet thinner/not as
padded. It is also a time where we build up from
small practices of service and sacrifice so that when
the time comes to take a stand we will not fall away
in weakness. No one starts off lifting the most
weight, running the fastest, doing the most laps in the
pool, or bowling the 300 - we build up to it. So in
faith.
If we are going to get to heaven and are dedicated to
taking our families and church family members with
us, we will hit the practice field hard. We will get
good at the Christian life, and set leadership examples for our spouses, sons, and daughters. We will
take up the small challenges with courage so that the
harder road will not cause us to shrink away. We are
called in a particular way to walk-the-walk.
Jesus spoke frequently on the traits of leaders.
They are to serve and not be served. He said: “…let
the greatest among you become as the youngest, and
the leader as one who serves.” (Luke 22:26) The
Apostles picked up on this theme and taught on it
regularly. “…be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in
prayer.” (Romans 12:11-12). These are just two of
many references to service in leadership. Earlier on
in Romans, Paul reminds us that we “are called according to his purpose.” (Romans 8:28). In other
words, service in leadership in the family and community is our mission. We are fulfilling the purpose
God designated us to fulfill.
Jesus moved from service to sacrifice. He walked-the
-walk, including the road to Calvary. He never said,
‘I will serve you, but that’s a step too far.’ He went
all in and asks every Christian to do the same. Jesus
told us: “For even the Son of Man came not to be
served but to serve, and to give his life [sacrifice] as
Website of the P.N.C.C.:
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a ransom for many.” (Mark 10:45). “Greater love has
no one than this, that someone lay down his life
[sacrifices] for his friends.” (John 15:13) We get on
the practice field, not just to practice, but to then be
in the game and win. In other words, sacrifice in
leadership in the family and community is our mission.
As we journey through Lent, let’s focus on three ‘S’
words and how they relate to God’s call to us, the
Holy Spirit’s nudge to work in God’s field. Yes, we
are called. In reflecting on those ‘S’ words, let us
consider our leadership calling in God’s Church.
Let’s fill in the third ‘S’ with the right answer. It may
be:
Service, Sacrifice, Sometime - God is calling me, I
get it. I’ll get round to it, someday… Leaders don’t
put off; they don’t delay. No player wants to be on
the sideline. They get the urgency, and ‘sometime’ to
a leader is as good as saying ‘no-time,’ I don’t want
to be in the game. If God has me on the team roster,
He’s put me there for a reason. I better show up. Otherwise, my service and sacrifice will never be complete.
Service, Sacrifice, Stupid - God is either stupid in His
judgment of me or the way He set up the Church is
stupid. Anyone who works for a stupid coach, a stupid God, is equally stupid and it won’t be me. Certainly, our God, the Creator and Designer of all, and
our all-in Coach is not stupid. If I have the shot, if He
wants me in the game, I better get going. Never second guess the Coach. Otherwise my service and sacrifice are an ironic joke.
Service, Sacrifice, Somebody else - Coach, put somebody else in. I’ll sit the bench and hang my head.
God actually has a higher opinion of our leadership
and game than we do. When God says I am needed
on the front line, I better be out there. Otherwise service and sacrifice will never be mine; it will always
be someone else’s. I will be left with self-referential
regret.
Service, Sacrifice, Selfish - I’m not really in it heart
and soul. It is about me, what I want, what I have,
and what I need to keep. I’ll do a little, get the medal
and go home. My leadership and game of service and
(Continued on bottom of Page 13.)
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National Y.M.S. of R. Clothing Drive
The United Young Men’s Society of the Resurrection
(Y.M.S. of R.) of the P.N.C.C. is moving and shaking once again! On the heels of a very successful
fundraising campaign for Spójnia Farm, 90-for-90,
the Board voted last year to keep on working and to
have a P.N.C.C.-wide clothing drive.

Second Place was Holy Mother of Sorrows Parish in
Dupont, PA. Third place was St. Mary’s Parish in
Duryea, PA. Many thanks to the pastors who pushed
this at their parishes, to the parishes that allowed very
large collection bins in their halls, and, of course,
those who donated.

For the third time in four years, the call went out to
all Y.M.S. of R. Branches, as well as all parishes, to
have a structured clothing drive for a local charitable
organization. As an incentive, it was asked that the
clothing items be counted and tallied by a scoring
system the Y.M.S. of R. created. The top 3 parishes
would receive a gift (to be used for a social function
at the parish) from the National Board in appreciation
for their efforts.

Between socks, coats, pants, shirts and more, we had
over 5000 items collected and distributed! We are
also aware of other parishes who had clothing drives,
coat drives, and more at the same time as ours. Many
parishes have had a holiday tradition like this for decades. We want to say thank you to them as well for
their selfless work, as well as for the parishes who
had collections and never turned in their results
(oops!).

At the Special Synod in Scranton last autumn,
Y.M.S. of R. Board member, Rev. Jason Soltysiak,
was provided an opportunity to speak on the upcoming clothing drive, mentioning that his parish of St.
Mary’s in Parma, OH, had “won” the previous two
collections and putting out the call for challengers.

The call to clothe the needy is ancient: from Job
(31:19-20) to Ezekiel (18:7) to Isaiah (58:7), prophets
have often included in their relayed message the fact
that we have a greater goal here on earth. Our Lord
and Savior, Jesus Christ, taught us in St. Luke’s Gospel, 3:11: “And he would answer and say to them,
"The man who has two tunics is to share with him
who has none; and he who has food is to do likewise." May we continue to heed the call of Christ in
having love for our neighbor.

With all praise going to Almighty God, despite a
wonderful response in Parma, they didn’t even finish
in the top 3! Congratulations to this year’s winner,
Holy Name of Jesus Parish in Schenectady, NY.

Website of the P.N.C.C.:

pncc.org

Submitted by Nick Kazinetz

Official P.N.C.C. Facebook Page: PNCC1
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United Y.M.S. of R. Events 2020



75th Annual Y.M.S. of R. Bowling Tournament Buffalo NY- May 29 and 30 - Look for Ad Book
information, Hospitality room the night before, and banquet and dance to follow.



Bishop Stanley Bilinski Memorial Men’s Spiritual Retreat – June 18, 19, 20 @ the Bishop Hodur
Retreat and Recreation Center, Waymart, PA. Further information please contact Retreat Organizer
Rev. Jason Soltysiak @ Frjason82@gmail.com.



Kurs Encampment - July 4-11 - Follow announcements on the Kurs Facebook Page or contact Andrew Humphreys @ amh32841@gmail.com.



Independence Day Mass 11:-00 am, July 4 - celebrated by The Most Rev. Anthony Mikovsky.



4th of July Picnic Celebration to follow Mass - Polish and American Food: Potato Pancakes, Kielbasa, Pierogi, Golabki, Halushki. Come see the new updates to the Retreat Center property - especially our new pool area!



6th Annual Y.M.S. of R. Golf Tournament – Saturday, August 15 at Panorama Golf Course, Forest
City, PA. Hotel Information: Anthracite Hotel in Carbondale, PA. Code -Y.M.S. of R. Bowlers/
golf tournament - Call 570-536-6020 to book your hotel.
Hotel Reservation deadline is June 12, 2020. (This is not our reservation deadline-it is the Hotel’s, so don’t wait!)
The Bishop Hodur Retreat Center will host hospitality night on Friday, August 14. The Retreat
Center can be booked for the golf tournament. Any Golf Tournament questions, please contact
chair Andrew Shumlas, ESQ: 570-947-7229 or via email Ashumlas12@gmail.com or vice chair
Paul Kazinetz, III: 570-604-2692 or via email Pkaz75@aol.com.

If you need more information about the Y.M.S. of R., we are only a phone call or email away.
For General information about the organization, paying dues or other items which can be useful to your
branch and its members, please contact President Nick Kazinetz at (570) 604-2620 or email
Nkaz20@aol.com.
Need help organizing your branch? Contact David Micka at 570-947-3071 or dmicka@verizon.net.
The Y.M.S. of R. Central Committee has a number of resource persons from active branches who can assist you in conducting successful activities.
Or follow us on Facebook United Y.M.S. of R., Kurs, or Kurs 2011

Website of the P.N.C.C.:

pncc.org

Official P.N.C.C. Facebook Page: PNCC1
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God’s Field — March 2020

An Index to Straż - The Guard
Volume I, 1897-1915
This book has two volumes. It was compiled by Rev.
Casimir J. Grotnik; Volume I was published in 1994
and Volume II in 1997 by the Polish National Union
of America (PNU). Volume I covers the contents of
the Straż - The Guard for the period from 1897 to
1915. Volume II covers the contents of the Straż The Guard from 1916 to 1925. This article will be
about Volume I.
Any person who is looking for information about the
Polish National Catholic Church (P.N.C.C.), its dioceses, seniorates, parishes, clergy, members and commissions and committees should start with the two
indexes prepared by Rev. Casimir J. Grotnik, one for
Rola Boża - God’s Field and another for Straż. The
two volume Indexes for Rola Boża - God’s Field
were described in earlier issues of Rola Boża - God’s
Field. Volume I has 655 pages, and Straż was the official organ of the P.N.C.C. from 1897 to 1923 when
Rola Boża - God’s Field began.
The use of the index is covered in the explanations
segment. To use the book to locate which issue of
Straż - The Guard, one finds the following information, such as 18 (1913) 20 s1. This means volume
18, 1913, number 20 and page 1.
The table of contents is as follows: Introduction,
Preface, Index, Index of authors, Index of names, Necrologies, Geographical Index, PNU Branches and
Subjects. The Subjects Include: Aid to Poland; Alliance of Polish Youth; All Soul’s Day; American National Feasts; Baptists; Celibacy; Children and
Youth; Christmas; Clergy - Polish National; Committee of National Defense; Czech National Catholic
Parish; Easter; Episcopal Church; Eschatology; Girl’s
Society; Greek Catholic Church; Hungarian National
Parish; Independent churches, clergy; Jews: Ladies
Adoration of The Most Blessed Sacrament Society;
Lithuania; Lithuanian National Catholic Church; Liturgy Polish National; Maria Konopnicka Society;
Mariavites; Marriage; Mary Mother of Jesus; Miners;
Music, Choirs; Novels, short stories; Old Catholic
Church; Orthodox Church; Poetry; Poland; Polish
Art, literature; Polish Clergy Roman Catholic; Polish
Customs; Polish Falcons; Polish History; Polish National Alliance; Polish National Catholic Church;
Polish National Feasts; Polish National Union; Polish
Roman Catholic Union; Polish School, language, Polonia; Roman Catholic Church; Sacraments; St. StanWebsite of the P.N.C.C.:

pncc.org

islaus Cathedral; Slovaks; Socialists; Societies; Supreme Council P.N.C.C.; Synods of the P.N.C.C.;
Theological Seminary; Women; Workers; and World
War I. The Preface is also in Polish. The table of contents is also listed in Polish.
As you can see, there are many topics to be researched. A person just starting to use this index
probably would start at the back of the book by
checking the separate indexes. The first is a 16-page
listing of authors, pseudonyms and cryptonyms
which has 750 entries. Next is a 236-page listing of
the names of people which has 9,898 entries. The
third listing is the 23-page summary of the Necrologies which includes 985 obituaries. The index of geographical reference comprise 26 pages and has 503
entries. There are 3 pages for the 72 PNU Branches
and 15 pages comprise the index for the 63 different
subjects.
The subjects and numbers of articles, in parentheses,
in each of these 4,466 subjects included in this index
are: Aid to Poland (69); Alliance of Polish Youth
(60); All Souls Day (4); American National Feasts
(6); Baptists (5); Celibacy (12); Children, and Youth
(33); Christmas (25); Clergy - Polish National (17);
Committee of National Defense (138); Czech National Catholic Parish (1); Easter (25); Episcopal Church
(5); Eschatology (4); Girls Society (2); Greek Catholic Church (14); Hungarian National Parish (5);
Independent churches, clergy (108); Jews (43); Ladies for the Adoration of the Most Blessed Sacrament
(12); Lithuania (36); Lithuanian National Catholic
Church (5); Liturgy Polish National (4); Maria
Konopnicka Society (36); Mariavites (21); Marriage
(2); Mary Mother of Jesus (5); Miners (141); Music,
Choirs (55); Novels, short stories (150); Old Catholic
Church (13); Orthodox Church (4); Poetry (813); Poland (860); Polish Art, Literature (20); Polish ClergyRoman Catholic (199); Polish Customs (9); Polish
Falcons (38); Polish History (54);
Polish National Alliance (536); Polish National Catholic Church (270); Polish National Feasts (92); Polish
National Union (458); Polish Roman Catholic Union
(6); Polish School, language (65); Polonia (493); Roman Catholic Church (124); Sacraments (3); Saint
Stanislaus Cathedral (31); Slovacs (10); Socialists
(101); Societies (44); Supreme Council of the
P.N.C.C. (4);
Official P.N.C.C. Facebook Page: PNCC1
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Synods of the Polish National Catholic Church (53);
Theological Seminary (35); Women (55); Workers
(59); and World War I (158).
You can get an understanding concerning what was
important to the Polish National Catholic Church by
checking the number of articles for each of these 59
topics.
I plan to use this book in adding to the list of
P.N.C.C. Clergy by reviewing the men who are listed
in
the
23-page Necrology section and in the 236-page
Names section. This will be followed up by reading
the referenced issues of Straż. My other long term
project is preparing a list of parishes of the P.N.C.C.
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For which I will use the 26-page geographical reference section.
I urge you to use this book many times; there are
many topics and subjects that are not well known in
the Church and would be worthy of further research.
It provides primary records to prepare papers that
would shed light on the activities of committees,
commissions, clergy and members of the Polish National Catholic Church. Keeping a democratic church
has never been easy. It needs our constant attention.
Only by remembering our history will we be able to
prosper and grow.
Joseph Francis Seliga
Chairman, P.N.C.C. Commission on History and Archives

(Mainz, GE Theological Conference - Continued from Page 7.)

Administration of the Nordic Catholic Church gave a
response to this paper. Lastly the Ven. Jeremy Boccabello of the (Anglican) Diocese of the Holy Cross
gave a presentation entitled, “Logos vs. Gnosis, A
Proposed Strategy.” This presentation challenged us
to consider ways in which the Church can move forward in confronting these issues. Each presentation
was followed by extensive discussion and time in
thought.
As a closing exercise a panel discussion was held,
moderated by Very Rev. Robert Nemkovich, which
was entitled, “How to build Christian counter cultures?” This looked for concrete ways in which our
small churches can seek to grow and thrive in this
present difficult time.

(Service, Sacrifice, S_____ - Continued from Page 9.)

sacrifice are about the show. We fear total self-giving
because we somehow think it subtracts from what we
have and might somehow lessen us. Rather, God says
to take all we are given and put it to work. If we do,
we will be greatly rewarded. Otherwise we will end
up like the selfish and fearful servant who just dug a
hole and kept what he had. In the end he lost that and
more.
Service, Sacrifice, Selfless - God, You are my Leader, my Coach, my example for life. I am all in. I will
follow Your Son, Jesus. 100%. Fully committed. On
the front line. Not shrinking or fading. Not afraid.
Not pushing off on the next guy. Not running away.
Website of the P.N.C.C.:

pncc.org

Along with our discussions the clergy also spent time
in prayer and fellowship, celebrating Morning and
Evening Prayer each day, and Sunday Mass in the St.
Bernard Chapel at the retreat center in Mainz.
The Polish National Catholic Church, represented by
Prime Bishop Anthony Mikovsky, Bishop Bernard
Nowicki and Fr. Sr. Robert Nemkovich, has much to
consider as these theological topics are translated into practical ways to grow the church. Thanks are extended to Fr. Daniel Gerte of the NCC German Administration for all of his work in planning and executing this conference. The two papers are presently
available on the Nordic Catholic Church website and
will soon be uploaded to the Union of Scranton website.

Walking in courage, not digging a hole. In other
words, selflessness in leadership in the family and
community is our call.
Service, Sacrifice, Selflessness - the right answer
when the Coach asks.
Jesus is the King of selfless love. He calls us to the
same. It is time to take up His call to service, sacrifice, and selflessness by stepping forward to serve as
priests and deacons. Hit the practice field hard and
walk out of Lent prepped and ready to take the field
and win.
Feel free to call or text me at 518-522-0944 or E-mail
me at frjim@holynamencc.org.
Official P.N.C.C. Facebook Page: PNCC1
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God’s Field
Appeal for Easter Greetings

The deadline for submission and payment of Easter Greetings is APRIL 1, 2020.
The cost for publishing Easter greetings for individuals, parishes and organizations is $20.00. Due to space
constraints in the page setup of the God’s Field, greetings are limited to up to three (3) lines of text.
Example greetings:
The Adoration Society of St. John’s Parish, Everytown, USA
Eve Adams, President
We wish everyone a Blessed Easter!
St. John’s Parish, Everytown, USA
Rev. Adam Adams, Pastor
Wesołego Alleluja!

An online form can be found on the pncc.org
website at: pncc.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/online_greeting_form_2018.pdf

ALL GREETINGS, ACCOMPANIED BY PAYMENTS, MUST BE RECEIVED BY APRIL 1, 2020 IN
ORDER TO BE INCLUDED IN THE APRIL ISSUE. We no longer publish greetings submitted without
payment, so please be sure to send in your payment with your greeting or it will not be published.
Please send 3-line greetings, along with payments in the form of check or money order payable to God’s
Field, to:
God’s Field - Easter Greetings
National Church Center
1006 Pittston Avenue
Scranton, PA 18505

2020 Easter Greetings for God’s Field
Please send to the above address your greetings and payment before April 1, 2020.
(U.S $20.00 check or money order for each greeting, payable to God’s Field)

Website of the P.N.C.C.:

pncc.org

Official P.N.C.C. Facebook Page: PNCC1
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Buffalo-Pittsburgh Diocese

Holy Family Parish Y.M.S. of R. Conducts “Clotheseless Clothes Drive”
McKeesport, PA
In conjunction with the National Y.M.S. of R. Winter
Clothes Drive, the Holy Family Parish of McKeesport, PA, Y.M.S. of R. held a "Clothesless Clothes
Drive."
The proceeds of this drive are being donated to the
Salvation Army and to McKeesport Intersection.

The Salvation Army is dedicated to caring for the
poor, feeding the hungry and educating youth. They
respond to emergencies, shelter the homeless, reunite
families and renew health to addicts. The McKeesport Intersection serves individuals and families in
McKeesport and the surrounding areas who are economically poor, disadvantaged and in need.
Submitted by Marian Sleczkowski

Some of Holy Family Parish Y.M.S. of R. Members: Ted Gibala, Don Newcamp, Joe Parknavy, Frank Pociask, Mike Jobes,
Gary Coddington, David Kost, Ed Goralczyk, Joe Bagshaw and Bill Griffiths

Website of the P.N.C.C.:

pncc.org

Official P.N.C.C. Facebook Page: PNCC1
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Central Diocese

Scranton Seniorate Clergy Meeting
Holy Mother of Sorrows Parish, Dupont, PA
The Scranton Seniorate of the Central Diocese,
P.N.C.C. conducted a Clergy Meeting on Saturday,
February 15, 2020, at Holy Mother of Sorrows Parish, Dupont, PA. After discussions on various topics,
a Lenten Retreat was planned. (The retreat, scheduled for Saturday, March 28, 2020, at Holy Mother
of Sorrows Parish in Dupont, has since been canceled
due to COVID-19 restrictions.)
Attending the Scranton Seniorate Clergy Meeting
were: Rt. Rev. Bernard Nowicki, Bishop of the Cen-

tral Diocese and pastor of St. Stanislaus Cathedral
Parish, Scranton; Very Rev. Zbigniew Dawid, Administrative Senior and pastor of Holy Mother of
Sorrows Parish, Dupont, PA, Rev. Janusz Lucarz,
assistant pastor of St. Stanislaus Cathedral Parish,
Scranton; Rev. Carmen Bolock, pastor of St. Mary's
Parish, Duryea; Rev. Walter Placek, pastor of Providence of God Parish, Scranton; Very Rev. William
Chromey, pastor of St. Adalbert's Parish, Dickson
City.
Submitted by Very Rev. Zbigniew Dawid

Seated: Rt. Rev. Bernard Nowicki, Very Rev. Zbigniew Dawid
Standing: Rev. Janusz Lucarz, Rev. Carmen Bolock, Rev. Walter Placek, Very Rev. William Chromey

Website of the P.N.C.C.:
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Official P.N.C.C. Facebook Page: PNCC1
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Holy Mother of Sorrows Parish Holds Annual Parish Meeting 2020
Dupont, PA
The Parish Committee, Auditors and Parish Tribunal of Holy Mother of Sorrows Parish, Dupont, PA, were
elected during the Annual Parish Meeting held on Sunday, February 23, 2020.
Elected were: Parish Committee Chair– Paul Kaspriskie, Jr.; Parish Committee Vice - Chair – Paul Kazinetz
Jr.; Recording Secretary – Susan Baldan; Financial Secretary – David Petrosky, Jr.; Treasurer – Lois McHugh;
Directors: Carol Bondurich; Angelo Conforti, Sr.; Carl Cwikla; Rose Kazinetz; Al Micka; David Petrosky, Sr.;
Atty. Andrew Shumlas; Auditors: David Fritz, Jr.; Atty. Heather Kazinetz; Jack Wall, Jr.; Parish Tribunal:
Nick Kazinetz; Mitchell Megliola; Jeff Baldan.

Website of the P.N.C.C.:

pncc.org

Official P.N.C.C. Facebook Page: PNCC1
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Eastern Diocese


FROM THE CHANCERY OFFICE
The 16th Synod of the Eastern Diocese
Dear Very Rev. and Rev Fathers, Diocesan Council Members and Parish Families of the Eastern Diocese:
In accord with Article 7, Section C of the Constitution of the Polish National Catholic Church I am reminding
all of our Clergy, Diocesan Council members and parishes that we will be convening the 16th Synod of the
Eastern Diocese on Saturday, October 10, 2020 beginning with the celebration of Holy Eucharist at Blessed
Trinity Parish in Fall River, MA and sessions being held in the parish hall and class-rooms.
The Constitution states in the above-cited Article, Section C, Sub-Section one that:
"The Diocesan Synod must be summoned within two (2) years after the General Synod by the Diocesan Bishop with the concurrence of the Prime Bishop and the Diocesan Council."
I will ask our Prime Bishop for a letter of concurrence. At our upcoming diocesan council meeting, scheduled
for June 6th at Holy Mother of the Rosary Parish in Chicopee, MA, I will also ask for a motion of concurrence.
Please be advised that work, preparing for the synod, has already begun. Host pastor, Father Senior Robert
Nemkovich is organizing the local committees necessary as well as provision for meals. This will be a one day
synod most in attendance should be able to travel to and from their homes the same day, saving on hotel expenses. If lodging will be necessary a local hotel will be contacted and housing provided for.
Mandates will be prepared and sent out from the chancery office in a few months. The mandates will be distributed to clergy, parishes, council members and sub-central organizations and the Polish National Union of
America.
The diocese has held four pre-synodal meetings in Woonsocket, RI, Manchester, NH, Manchester, CT, and
Chicopee, MA. At these "pre-synodal" meetings we have discussed our hopes for the synod; its schedule, a
key presentation by the Strategic Planning Committee formed at the fifteenth diocesan synod and, guided by
Dr. Shirley Mietlicki, the discussion of synod delegates and guests in the form of break out groups that will set
forth a number of goals to grow the diocese over the next ten to twelve years.
A call for reports as well as a “call to synod” and distribution of mandates should take place before the end of
June this year.
Bishop Paul Sobiechowski
Diocesan Bishop
Website of the P.N.C.C.:

pncc.org

(More EasternDiocese news on bottom of Page 20.)
Official P.N.C.C. Facebook Page: PNCC1
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Western Diocese

Website of the P.N.C.C.:
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Official P.N.C.C. Facebook Page: PNCC1
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Prayer of Our Church in Time of National Anxiety
Let us pray.
I come to You, Lord, in this time of uncertainty and confusion that has gripped our nation. I pray that our leaders and representatives in government are filled with Your peace, strength and courage. May your gifts of wisdom and understanding, fortitude and counsel be sought and utilized by them for the well-being of our country. By their belief and trust in You may they provide capable leadership, promote unity and peace, and be attentive to the concerns of our people. May Your Church provide support and comfort; and help strengthen our
hope for peace through our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.
2010 PNCC Book of Devotions and Prayers

Scout Sunday at Our Saviour Parish in Woonsocket, RI
On Sunday, February 9th, the scouts,
their families and scout leaders of Our
Saviour Parish in Woonsocket, RI, participated in the celebration of Mass under the direction of pastor Rev. Henryk
Wos.

Website of the P.N.C.C.:

pncc.org

The scouts were serving at the altar
during the Mass. Readings were performed by scout leaders Mike Kuchar,
Brenda Dixon and Webelo Scout, Tyler
Dixon. Collections were taken by
Brownie Scout, Lindsay Dixon.

Official P.N.C.C. Facebook Page: PNCC1

