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In these past few weeks we have just celebrated three 

important solemnities of our Holy Church: The So-

lemnity of Pentecost on May 31, the Solemnity of the 

Holy Trinity on June 7 and the Solemnity of Corpus 

Christi (the Body and Blood of Christ) on June 14.  

These Solemnities together allow us to reflect on 

some important aspects of what we are to be as the 

Church of God and how then we can be living our 

lives as better, more dedicated and faithful Catholic 

Christians. 

We oftentimes refer to the Solemnity of Pentecost as 

the birthday of the Church.  As we reflect on the 

reading for that Sunday from the Acts of the Apostles 

we can see how the action of the Holy Spirit in the 

lives of the Apostles caused a drastic change in them.  

The reading from the Acts of the Apostles begins 

with “they were all together in one place.” (Acts 2:1)  

We must remember that they were hiding themselves 

away out of fear.  Some of their fear was certainly 

removed after encountering the Risen Christ, but 

somehow things were not yet complete.  We now 

know with hindsight that the presence of the Spirit of 

God was needed in their lives to drastically change 

them, draw them out of this fear and let the work of 

the Church begin.  Although the reading from Acts 

does not specifically say so, we know that once they 

received the Holy Spirit, they went out into the 

streets and began to preach “about God’s deeds of 

power.” (Acts 2:11)  They did so in a variety of lan-

guages that many others could understand. 

With some reflection on this scene of the Apostles 

receiving the Holy Spirit, we know that we too have 

been the recipients of that same Spirit, through our 

Baptism and Confirmation, through our life of prayer 

and the reading of Scripture, and through our joining 

together into one Body of Christ, the Holy Spirit is 

being poured out upon us.  As St. Paul says in his 

letter to the Romans, “God’s love has been poured 

into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been 

given to us.” (Romans 5:5)  And while we may not 

be able to proclaim the wonderful works of God’s in 

various languages as the Apostles miraculously did, 

there are certainly ways in which this action hits 

home for us.  Each and every one of us has certain 

groups within which we live and move and work.  

They might begin with our own individual families; 

but there are others as well: the group of people that 

we work with; others who might share an interest 

with us; the group of friends that we meet at the gym 

every week, and many others that each individual can 

think of.  We can think of each of these groups as 

having their own “language,” in terms of what sort of 

things they do together and what sort of things they 

enjoy.  It is here that we, as disciples of our Lord and 

Savior Jesus Christ, are called to bring the message 

of Christ to others, speaking the “language” that they 

do, and showing them that Christ can be known 

there. 

And we may then turn our attention to what exactly 

that message should be.  It is here that we look to the 

teaching of the next Solemnities.  During the Solem-

nity of the Holy Trinity this year we read from the 

Gospel of John which speaks of the love of God.  

“For God so loved the world that He gave His only 

Son, so that everyone who believes in Him may not 
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perish but may have eternal life.  Indeed, God did not 

send His Son into the world to condemn the world, 

but in order that the world might be saved through 

Him.” (John 3:16-17)  This is the message that we, as 

Catholic Christians, must be living and putting into 

action within our lives.  I know that many of you 

have probably seen those signs that were once popu-

lar at sporting events that just read, “John 3:16.”  We 

have here the teaching of John 3:16.  And probably 

more important than putting it on a sign is putting it 

within our hearts.  In fact if we think back to the 

quote above we remember that this love of God, 

shown in the sending of His Son, Jesus Christ, has 

now been poured into our hearts through the sending 

of the Holy Spirit.   

And as Catholic Christians we are called to show 

forth this love of God, to all of the others we come 

into contact with, by uniting ourselves to Jesus Christ 

and then openly following His way in the world.  As 

disciples we are to pattern our own lives on that of 

Jesus.  This is mentioned in the Preamble to the Con-

stitution of the Polish National Catholic Church: 

“The most fervent desire and prayer of this Church is 

to emulate Jesus Christ in fulfilling obligations to-

ward God, family, nation and society.”  As we said 

above this is to speak, in a variety of ways or 

“languages,” to these groups showing them the love 

of God through the person of Jesus Christ. 

Lastly we may ask ourselves, how then can we grow 

closer to Jesus and follow His way, especially when 

we see that so much of the world today seeks to draw 

us away from it?  This point brings us to reflect on 

the third of the Solemnities, that of Corpus Christi.  

Within this Solemnity we focus our attention on the 

Holy Eucharist and how that relationship and connec-

tion to our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ allows us to 

grow closer to Him and pattern our lives on His.  

When we receive Holy Communion, we unite our-

selves with Jesus by receiving His Body and Blood.  

We take unto ourselves all that He is and pray that it 

will be reflected in our own lives as well.  Our Lord 

said “My flesh is true food and My blood is true 

drink.  Those who eat My flesh and drink My blood 

abide in Me and I in him.” (John 6:55-56)  We are 

sustained by the presence, the example and the very 

life of Jesus and through this Holy Communion, Je-

sus abides with us and we with Him.  We become 

more and more like Jesus, ever stronger disciples, 

ever stronger witnesses to His way in the world, and 

ever stronger examples of His love for all people. 

We see that these three Solemnities allow us to be-

come better, more active and stronger Catholic Chris-

tians as they point the way for us to live as disciples 

of Jesus Christ in the world today.  This is important 

for us to remember both as we are now entering into 

the time of the Church in our liturgical seasons.  The 

season of Ordinary Time, where green vestments are 

worn, is the liturgical season where we take our 

strong belief in the Holy Trinity and strengthening 

ourselves with the Eucharist to then work to make 

ourselves better and stronger disciples of Jesus by 

following His way.  During these Sundays we will be 

following the teachings, the miracles and the healings 

of Jesus and through them we seek to live and share 

those teachings, to do great and wonderful things for 

others and to be people who bring healing to our-

selves and to our communities. 

It is also important that we keep all of this in mind as 

we are returning to our corporate worship after many 

weeks of quarantine and having to be separated.  I 

hope that during this time apart we have been able to 

reflect on at least a few aspects of what we are as the 

Body of Christ, the Church.  First and foremost, I 

pray that we understand the vital nature of our time 

together in worship and our gathering to worship Al-

mighty God and receive our Lord in Holy Commun-

ion.  As we are now returning to these things we see 

how much we have truly missed them and how very 

important they are in our lives.  But I also hope that 

we have seen that our religious and spiritual life also 

does not end following that hour of worship and the 

reception of the Holy Eucharist.  During these past 

many weeks, I have seen truly miraculous, good and 

holy things happen within our Church throughout the 

country.  I have seen our communities of faith come 

together to help those who are in need, both within 

the parishes and for the wider community.  I have 

seen many individuals reach out in acts of loving 

kindness for those who needed some encouragement 

or comfort.  I have seen our pastors find new and 

wonderful ways to preach the Word of God and do 

the work of ministry for their parishioners and for our 

entire Church. 

But then I ask myself the question, if we can do all of 

these great things while separated and during quaran-

tine, can’t we do much greater things now that we are 

back together and fully living out the mission of the 

Church?  I know that we can.  We can take all of the 

great ministries, teachings and good works that were 

(The Church Enlivened - Continued from Page 1.) 

(Continued on bottom of Page 20.) 
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Happy Sacred Vocations Month 

Rev. Jim Konicki, Chair, P.N.C.C. Vocations Commission 

First and foremost, my best wishes for many years to 

every person called to serve. Yes, of course these 

wishes are for our Prime Bishop, our bishops, priests, 

deacons, and all in the clerical state. These wishes 

are also extended to every one of you who are called 

to serve in a ministerial capacity in the Holy Church. 

I pray that all of us, standing together, might contin-

ue the great work we do in Jesus’ name. 

This month we recognize the work of those who an-

swered the call. They have laid it on the line for us, 

for the Kingdom of God. As one of the ordination 

prayers states, “May God Who began this great work 

in you bring it to completion.” Through their com-

bined work we, the faithful, are guided in continuing 

the great work begun in each of us by God’s great 

grace. 

We take this time to recognize the joy-filled results 

our clergy bring about in the application of their min-

istry. They get to see, firsthand, the work of God in 

the world as a child learns about God, as a person 

turns from sins, as people reconcile, as our parish 

families join together in mutual love and support, as 

our family members receive comfort and grace that 

becomes operative in their lives through the sacra-

ments, as the road to eternal life is entered without 

fear. We honor them for the diligence they display in 

the face of every challenge, carrying out the great 

work begun in them. 

The month of June is marked by great Solemnities 

within the Church: Trinity Sunday, the Solemnity of 

the Body and Blood of Jesus (Corpus Christi), the 

Solemnity of the Sacred Heart, and the Solemnity of 

St. John the Baptist. Who helps us to recognize the 

identity of God, to experience Jesus made real on our 

altars, to better understand a God Who loves us so 

much that He allowed His heart to be pierced for us, 

to understand the passion and commitment of the 

Baptist? These things are all taught and made present 

to us by the clergy who have followed in Jesus’ foot-

steps, who are carrying out the great work begun in 

them. 

This month we also pray, implore, beg, hope, and pe-

tition for an increase of vocations. We had a great 

lead in to the month of June, with the Solemnity of 

Pentecost on May 31st. Come Holy Spirit! We count 

on His working in the body of the Church to draw 

men to serve in the Church. But, hold that thought. 

As I said, our entrance to this month was ushered in 

through the Solemnity of Pentecost. Now we pray, 

‘Lord please send workers into the field.’ Praying, 

imploring, begging, hoping, and petitioning for an 

increase of vocations is a worthy thing to do - and we 

should do it. However, we may be missing the fact 

that there is already a seed of great work present in so 

many of our men. The Holy Spirit is nudging them, 

calling them. The Spirit need not do something new. 

The called just have to trust Him. We, for our part, 

need to help that seed grow in them. 

Take the time this month to pray, of course, and say 

thank you as well. More proactively, speak to that 

young man, that teen, the young adult, that nice man 

in church, the older dedicated parishioner, that family 

member. Here’s the script (p.s. it worked on me): I 

recognize the seed God has placed in you. You would 

look great up at the altar. You should do it. Be a 

priest, be a deacon, accept what we all see in you. 

Listen to the Holy Spirit. I am praying for you. 

If you know it is in you (yeah, it is, we all see it) or if 

you know someone who has that seed in them, feel 

free to call or text me at 518-522-0944 or E-mail me 

at frjim@holynamencc.org. Let’s get to work helping 

that seed grow and that great work take place. 

Happy Sacred Vocations Month! 
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Let us pray. God our Creator, You are present in all Your sons and daughters. Forgive us when we allow hate, 

division, ignorance, and fear to separate and divide us, harming the unity for which Jesus prayed. Open our 

minds and hearts to see that You are the source of everyone and everything that is good, so that we see each 

other and ourselves as Your children who deserve to be treated with dignity and respect.  

Inspire in us creative and loving action as we work for racial justice. May we courageously answer your call to 

care for each and every one of our brothers and sisters. May we strive to listen and learn with love as we act to 

build a more just society.  We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son, Who lives and reigns with 

You in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen 
adapted from Liturgy Training Publications 2020) 

PRAYER FOR RACIAL JUSTICE 

I was so happy to honor the clergy of our Church during the first weekend in June - “ Clergy Appreciation 

Weekend”. The Clergy of our Polish National Catholic Church should have our profound appreciation not just 

on these two days, but throughout the entire year. 

Clergy appreciation for me has always been something ingrained in my thought processes. Perhaps because 

that is the way my dad wired me. Also, because being a youth in the 1960s, in the Detroit Seniorate, I was 

privileged to have my Faith journey led by four superstars of our Polish National Catholic Church. 

I appreciated Bishop Walter Slowakiewicz for his strong leadership qualities; Fr. Albert Liska for his lessons 

and example of discipline; Fr. Eddie Sobolewski for the love that he showed all of us; and lastly, Fr. Sr. Gabri-

el Greszik for showing the value of hard work and attention to detail. These men were all about, Truth, Work 

and Struggle! Their efforts were a true blessing to us all. Fruitful, as well, as four local youths were so inspired 

by hearing the Lord’s call that they entered the priesthood. They were Fr. Joe Lewandowski, my two brothers 

from different mothers, Bp. Paul Sobiechowski and Bp. John Mack, and of course my brother, +Bp. Stas 

Bilinski. 

Over the years I have been continually blessed by so many of our clergy. Naming a few, I would like to say 

that I do truly appreciate them all and I love them all. 

His Grace, Most Reverend Anthony Mikovsky, for being so approachable and for inspiring us with his words. 

Bishop John Misiaszek, for his guidance and help. 

Prime Bishop Emeritus John Swantek, for his grace and loyalty. 

Fr. Sr. John Rencewicz, for showing us that a life lived with a tender heart can be powerful. 

Fr. Sr. Rob Nemkovich, for his dedication to our Church as well as community. For all that he does I am cer-

tain that under his collar he wears a Superman t-shirt. 

Fr. John Kowalczyk, for his dedication to a great resource of our Polish National Catholic Church, our youth. 

His strong leadership and clear direction is exactly what our youth need. 

Fr. Jason Soltysiak, for all his teachings of the “how and why” of the celebration of the Holy Eucharist, as well 

explanations of our Solemnities and celebrations. His tonality and delivery are inspiring. 

Lastly, I would like to again acknowledge that God is good, always! Because a few years ago He saved my 

family and me by guiding us to Holy Cross Parish in Hamtramck, MI, and to our spiritual leader, Fr. Sr. Jaro-

slaw Novak. Fr. Sr. Novak is a dedicated, passionate and inspiring Man of God. I call him our real “L.G.” He 

is the Living Gospel and he brings God’s Word to us sometimes without ever saying a word. I truly appreciate 

him and all that he has done for my family. 

I am praying for health and wealth in mind, body and soul for all the clergy of our Polish National Catholic 

Church as well as all Faith Leaders - and may we all find Peace. 

Clergy Appreciation 

Chuck Bilinski 
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Statement on Racial Justice in the USA 

03 June 2020 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Doc. No. 09 

Happy are those who observe justice, who do righteousness at all times. (Psalm 106:3 NRSV) 

The executive committee of the World Council of Churches meeting on 1-3 June 2020 (by electronic means) 

has coincided with a moment of profound crisis in the United States of America. The murder of George Floyd 

by a Minneapolis police officer touched off widespread demonstrations in the US — and internationally — 

protesting this killing, the many many other deaths of women and men of colour at the hands of police, and the 

excessive and racially discriminatory use of force by US law enforcement authorities, expressive of systemic 

racism. Some of these demonstrations have turned violent, resulting in more deaths and injuries, as well as 

thousands of arrests. 

The executive committee affirms the 29 May 2020 statement issued by the Leadership of the Central Commit-

tee in immediate response to the murder of George Floyd, emphasizing that: “This must stop. There must be a 

conversion (metanoia), reflection, repentance and rejection of all forms of racism and racial discrimination, 

and a true and genuine acknowledgement of the equal God-given dignity and worth of every human being, re-

gardless of colour or ethnicity.” 

The deepening of the crisis during these days compels the executive committee to observe that, despite im-

portant work undertaken by the WCC to combat racism, including with US member churches and the National 

Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA to draw attention to the four hundred year history of racism in 

the United States, much more needs to be done. With the African Methodist Episcopal Church, we affirm 

“Broken nations, broken health care and educational systems, political and economic systems ruled by racism, 

economic inequality, and the widespread practice of white privilege put people of color all over the world ‘at 

risk’. White supremacist business as usual, is no longer acceptable.” 

The executive committee expresses its support and Christian solidarity with all US churches seeking and pur-

suing racial justice, proclaiming peace that is inclusive of all, and rejecting the instrumentalization of the out-

ward forms of Christianity without its substance of compassion, service and self-giving love. 

The executive committee commends to WCC member churches the many statements of pain, outrage and soli-

darity published by religious leaders, religious institutions and member churches in the United States. 

The executive committee commits itself to continue monitoring developments in this context and to identify 

means of taking appropriate action, in close cooperation with the member churches and the National Council 

of the Churches of Christ in the USA, in light of the gravity of this crisis and the urgent need to address its un-

derlying root causes. 

Because black lives matter, and because as Rev. Dr Martin Luther King, Jr. said “injustice anywhere is a threat 

to justice everywhere.” 

All who do not do what is right are not from God, nor are those who do not love their brothers and sisters. (I 

John 3:10b, NRSV) 
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“…if these become silent, the stones will cry out!”  - Lk 19:40 (NASB) 

Rev. Michal Gitner 

It seems that there had been only two colors in the US for quite some time now. Blue or red…Or shall we say 

white and black? 

Lack of voices of reason, common sense, compassion, empathy. Lack of a unifying voice. Of course, we will 

never please everyone. Jesus didn’t succeed in that either. But are we supposed to say, do, feel nothing? 

In August 2009, my sister and I went to a rock concert in Katowice, Poland. It was the Irish band U2, which is 

a favorite band of my sister. It was called the 360° Tour, in support of the band’s No Line on the Horizon al-

bum. The gig was performed on a circular stage, allowing the audience to surround the musicians on all side.  

Halfway through the concert, Bono, the lead singer of the group, invited the Archbishop of Cape Town and a 

South African spiritual leader, Desmond Tutu, to ‘speak through a recorded’ message.  

Well, 11 year ago, the message still brings chills to me. Even more so now. 

(I found the transcript on the Internet, of course, but if you key in on YouTube ‘U2- Desmond Tutu Speech in 

Frankfurt” – you will hear the man himself.). 

Here is what the late Archbishop said then: 

“The same people who marched for civil rights in the United States  

Are the same people who protested Apartheid in South Africa 

Who are the same people who worked for peace in Ireland 

And are the same people who fought against debt slavery  

In the Jubilee Year 2000, who are the same beautiful people  

That I see when I look around this place tonight in 360 degrees 

We are those people 

We are the same person 

Because our voices were heard, millions more of our brothers  

And sisters are alive, thanks to the miracle of aids drugs and malaria drugs 

Ah, they will be doctors, they will be nurses 

They will be scientists, who will live to solve great problems 

Yes, there are many obstacles. Of course, there are always roadblocks  

In the way of Justice, but God will put a wind at our back  

And a rising road ahead 

If we work with each other as one… 

One.” 

Nothing more needs to be said. 

Below, I have included a ‘Litany of Love and Healing’ (adopted from various Internet sources).  We need: God 

to put a wind at our back,  

and a rising road ahead. If we work with each other as one…One.” 

Litany of Love and Healing 

God the Father, you breathe life into your whole Creation. 

Help us breathe deeply of your peace and presence. 

God the Son, you give us yourself to make our joy complete. 

Help us give our fear, pain, and grief to you. 

God the Holy Spirit, you move through our lives in unexpected ways. 

Help us move along with your life-giving motion. 

Holy Trinity, One God, accept our thanks and praise for all the blessings of this life, especially for those blessings that 

our present circumstances make difficult to see. 

O Lord, hear our prayer. 

Give healing to all  sick in body, mind, or spirit, that they may become new creation through your grace. 

O Lord, hear our prayer. (Continued on bottom of Page 9.) 
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Honor Your Father on Father’s Day 

June 2020 

Most Rev. Anthony A. Mikovsky, husband, honored by Carol Mikovsky 

Most Rev. Anthony A. Mikovsky, godfather, honored by Jacob Stankowski 

Francis J. Golembeski, Jr., brother, honored by Carol Mikovsky 

Francis J. Golembeski, Sr., father, remembered by Carol Mikovsky 

Anthony J. Mikovsky, father, remembered by Carol Mikovsky 

Robert A. Golembeski, brother, remembered by Carol Mikovsky 

Arthur A Basinski, father, remembered by Beverly Basinski 

Alan A Basinski, brother, remembered by Beverly Basinski 

Anthony A Basinski, grandfather, remembered by Beverly Basinski 

Stanley Oleszak, grandfather, remembered by Beverly Basinski 

Rev. Henryk Wos, pastor, honored by Our Saviour Parish, Woonsocket, RI 

Dr. John Gorgol, father, remembered by Michael R. and Mary (Gorgol) Mietlicki 

Michael J. Mietlicki, father, remembered by Michael R. and Mary (Gorgol) Mietlicki 

Charles Zaranski, Sr., father, remembered by Chuck and Cathy Bilinski 

Stanley Bilinski, Sr., father, remembered by Chuck and Cathy Bilinski 

Bishop Stanley M. Bilinski, brother, remembered by Chuck and Cathy Bilinski 

Charles Zaranski, Jr., brother, remembered by Chuck and Cathy Bilinski 

Very Rev. Jaroslaw Nowak, pastor, honored by Chuck and Cathy Bilinski 

Clyde L. Sharik, Sr., father, remembered by Debbie and Joe Parknavy 

Joseph R. Parknavy, father, remembered by Debbie and Joe Parknavy 

Joseph J. Parknavy, father, honored by Joey, Jonathan and Joel Parknavy 

Rev. Bruce Sleczkowski, pastor, honored by Debbie and Joe Parknavy 
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Knit together in your love all whose relationships have frayed, that they may find reconciliation and new beginnings. 

O Lord, hear our prayer. 

Bless all who work to improve the lives of others, that they may bring hope, care, wisdom, and skill to all they serve. 

O Lord, hear our prayer. 

Receive into Your Kingdom all who died, and grant peace that passes all understanding to those who mourn. 

O Lord, hear our prayer. 

Grant all who turn to you the courage to participate with you in restoring this broken world to wholeness, that everyone 

and everything may share in the hope of your kingdom. 

O Lord, hear our prayer. 

Forgive us for the acceptance of unjust legal, educational, health and social structures that continue to oppress and de-

stroy the lives of many.                              Lord, hear our prayer. 

All:  Draw your people together, O Lord, into one great company of disciples, together following our Lord Jesus Christ 

into every walk of life, together serving you in your mission in the world, and together witnessing to your love for every 

person. We ask this in the name of the Risen Christ in whom we are one. Amen. 

(“...if these become silent, the stones will cry out!”- Continued from Page 7.) 

Clyde L. Sharik, Sr. grandfather, remembered by Joe, Jonathan and Joel Parknavy 

Joseph R. Parknavy, grandfather, remembered by Joe, Jonathan and Joel Parknavy 

Michael Nemkovich, father, remembered by Prime Bishop Emeritus Robert and Florence Nemkovich 

John Mietlicki, father, remembered by Prime Bishop Emeritus Robert and Florence Nemkovich 

Very Rev. Edward G. Meus, husband, remembered by Eve Meus 

Very Rev. Edward G. Meus, father, remembered by children, Steven, Donna and Christine 

Very Rev. Martin Wachna, father, remembered by Marty and Christine Wachna 

Chester Kolodziej, father, remembered by Marty and Christine (Kolodziej) Wachna 

Very Rev. Jarosław Nowak, pastor, honored by Larry and Kathy Chockley 

Larry Marsh, father, remembered by Larry and Kathy Chockley 

Tom Chockley, father, honored by Larry and Kathy Chockley 

John Jedynak, uncle, honored by Larry and Kathy Chockley 

Rev. Michael Selep, pastor, honored by Bob and Janice Amend 

Rev. John Dinello, pastor, honored by Bob and Janice Amend 

Rt. Rev. Paul Sobiechowski, son-in-law, honored by Stanley and Mary Ann Kiska 

Rev. Jason Soltysiak, son-in-law, honored by Paul and Rose Kazinetz 
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The Polish National Catholic Church 

The Polish National Catholic Church is a 68-page 

book gathered and prepared by the Rev. Thaddeus 

Zielinski. The date of publication which can be in-

ferred by the comment on page 3 is 1951. The con-

tents of the book are as follows: Cyril and Methodius, 

The Reform Movement, The Reform Movement in 

Poland, Poles in America, Parish Life in Poland, Chi-

cago and Buffalo movements Unite with the 

P.N.C.C., Bishop Hodur Ordained, Bishop Hodur 

Comes to Scranton, Church Weekly “Straż”, Prime 

Bishop Hodur Goes to Rome, Excommunication, 

First Mass in Polish, First Synod, Seminary, Authori-

ty of General Synod, Consecration of Prime Bishop 

Hodur, Polish National Union, Spójnia Farm, Conse-

cration of Four Bishops, Church Paper “Rola Boża”, 

Mission to Poland, The Purpose of the P.N.C.C., The 

Word of God — A Sacrament, Polish Languages in 

the Services, Legislative Authority, The Term Na-

tional, List of Bishops, Confession of Faith, The 

Eleven Great Principles of the P.N.C.C., and Inter-

communion.  

There are pictures in the book: Prime Bishop Francis 

Hodur; St. Stanislaus Church in 1897; Renovated 

Seminary Building; Consecration of Father Hodur; 

Headquarters of the Polish National Union; Spójnia  

Farm; Summer Camp Building at Spójnia  Farm; 

Summer Camp Building at Spójnia  Farm (second 

photograph); Thornhurst Property named Warsaw; 

Four New Bishops with Prime Bishop Francis Hodur 

as consecrator; Church Building, Cracow, Poland; 

Rebuilt Seminary Cracow, Poland; and Renovated St. 

Stanislaus Church.  

The first page starts with a drawing of the Symbol of 

the Polish National Catholic Church. It contains a 

Book representing the revealed word of God, the Sun 

as the sign of religious freedom and fervor , the Cross 

being the mark of suffering and consecration for oth-

ers, and the Palm as the symbol of peace. Underneath 

the symbol are the words Truth, Work and Struggle.  

The purpose of this book is to provide information to 

respond to the questions: 1. What are the tenets of the 

Polish National Catholic Church? 2. What caused the 

Polish National Catholic Church’s birth? and 3. What 

is the purpose of the Polish National Catholic 

Church? He starts this book with a statement that “ 

The whole history of religion is a tapestry, into which 

is woven man’s quest in seeking God, and the signifi-

cance of his existence. The tragedy has been that the 

religious institution built with his own hands to con-

tain the aspirations of his soul, has all too often disap-

pointed man by following the letter and neglecting 

the spirit of religion.” Rev. Zielinski pointed out that 

over the years, people who have been lovers of the 

truth had been termed heretics and burned at the 

stake. He said “The great works they were doing in 

His name their devotion and example kept religion 

alive in the hearts of men. They were the builders of 

The Indestructible Church.” He then says “The Polish 

National Catholic Church is a part of that One Inde-

structible Church which began some 2,000 years ago 

when Jesus Christ commissioned His Apostles to go 

into the world, teaching all nations under the guiding 

power of the Holy Spirit.” 

The book continues with an explanation of the reli-

gious history of Poland starting with Mieszko and 

continuing to the followers of Jan Hus finding refuge 

in Poland and a receptive audience in some nobles, 

higher clergy, universities and townspeople, but not 

the country clergy nor the peasants. The tide of re-

form in Poland was effectively stopped by the com-

ing of the Jesuits. Poland was removed as a country 

by being partitioned by Russia, Austria and Prussia. 

The book continues with describing Polish immigra-

tion. He said that the person who came from Poland 

was likely to be a Roman Catholic by faith and whose 

life revolved around the church; it was where he 

would participate in community activities. When they 

immigrated to the United States they tried to recreate 

the parish and community life they had in Poland. 

“At the turn of the Century, there were nearly 200 

Polish parishes scattered throughout the United 

States, and the demand for new parishes far out-

stripped the churches willingness or ability to create 

them.” If their diocesan bishop was unsympathetic to 

“foreignism”, their request to form another parish of-

ten fell on deaf ears. Ownership of church buildings 

was another source of dispute. “In Poland such prop-

erty was traditionally regarded as the moral property 

of the parish and the physical property of God with 

the priest serving as God’s administrator.”  The reso-

lutions of the Third Plenary Council of the Roman 

Catholic Church held in Baltimore in November 1884 

gave ownership of all church buildings to the dioce-

san bishops. This fact along with the seeming lack of 

concern for Polish immigrants led to open revolts of 
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Roman Catholic parishioners in Chicago, Buffalo 

and Scranton. In 1896, the revolt resulted in a group 

of parishioners preventing the pastor, Father Aust 

from entering the church. The police were called, a 

riot ensued and 52 parishioners were arrested. This 

led to these parishioners visiting Father Hodur and 

telling him their story. After listening, Father Hodur 

said, “Let all those who are dissatisfied and feel 

wronged in this affair set about organizing and build-

ing new Church, which shall remain in possession of 

the people themselves. After that, we shall decide 

what further steps are necessary.” Land was pur-

chased, a foundation was built, and Father Hodur was 

asked to be their spiritual leader. He agreed to take 

charge of the parish on March, 14, 1897. His first 

Mass was conducted on the following Sunday in the 

uncompleted church. Shortly thereafter, at the request 

of the parishioners, Father Hodur prepared a Consti-

tution for the parish. “The program for the new 

movement was based on the following principles: 1. 

The Polish people shall be in control of all churches 

built and maintained by them. 2. The Polish people 

shall have the right to administer the church property, 

through a committee chosen by their own parish. 3.  

The Polish people shall have the right to chose their 

own pastor.” With this start, St. Stanislaus Bishop 

and Martyr parish led the way to the creation of the 

Polish National Catholic Church.  

Within the next five months, more parishes in North-

eastern Pennsylvania followed. Social and economic 

pressure was brought to bear on the parishioners of 

St. Stanislaus. “Slanderous tactics were used in an 

effort to discredit many of the individuals. The brand 

of ‘heresy’ was wielded” To counter these actions by 

the Roman Catholic Church, Straż (The Guard) was 

started; its first edition was printed in April 1897.    

Rev. Hodur went to Rome and discussed the matter 

with Cardinals Ledochowski and Vanatelli. He was 

ultimately told that his requests of parish organiza-

tion and lay controls of their property was rejected 

and told that “the request is absolutely impossible.” 

This was confirmed in writing by Papal Delegate 

Martinelli who was located in Washington, D. C. Fa-

ther Hodur told a parish meeting of his efforts; after 

which the parish voted “to continue steadfast in their 

faith, free from Roman jurisdiction.” Father Hodur 

notified Bishops O’Hara and Hoban and Papal Dele-

gate Martinelli of the parishes decision by letter. The 

response was excommunication of Father Hodur and 

the parishioners of St. Stanislaus on October 2, 1898. 

St. Stanislaus resolved to conduct services in Polish 

on Dec. 16th, which it did on Christmas Eve.  

With the ever growing number of parishes wishing to 

follow the lead of St. Stanislaus, a Synod was held in 

September, 1904; some 147 clerical and lay delegates 

from 5 states and almost two dozen parishes met and 

formally made a new denomination, the Polish Na-

tional Catholic Church. The Synod voted Father 

Hodur as Bishop-elect and administrator of the 

church. “The Latin service books were ordered to be 

translated into Polish, and a Theological Seminary 

was to be established. The Synod defined the purpose 

of the Church: To sanctify people by introducing 

them to the living Christ. 2. To preach the pure Gos-

pel of Jesus, interpreting it with sound knowledge. 3. 

To help mankind create a Church which, in living 

practice, would meet the standards of Jesus Christ.” 

The adopted Constitution declared that sovereignty 

rested with “each democratically organized parish 

which owned, controlled, and administered all parish 

property. The parish selected its own pastor, it paid 

pastoral and other salaries, and had the right to elect 

to the General Synod one delegate for every 50 active 

members of the congregation.”  The General Synod 

was given the authority to interpret and define the 

religious truths for the entire Church, elects candi-

dates for bishops, enacts and repeals laws relating to 

discipline and administration, and controls the spir-

itual and material affairs of the Church. The Synod 

also supported the Christian concept of Apostolic 

Succession. Father Hodur was consecrated in Sep-

tember 9, 1907 in Saint Gertrude’s Cathedral in 

Utrecht, Holland ensuring Apostolic Succession for 

the Polish National Catholic Church. Prime Bishop 

Hodur continued to preach until his death on Febru-

ary 1953. He was buried on Feb. 21, 1953 in the 

Grotto of Christ Benign.  Three bishops of the Epis-

copal Church participated in the funeral services.  

The next topic is the Polish National Union (PNU). It 

was organized as a fraternal and insurance organiza-

tion in 1908 because members of the Polish National 

Catholic Church forfeited their insurance payments 

and benefits when they left the Roman Catholic 

Church. People who join the PNU were not required 

to be members of the Polish National Catholic 

Church. It worked closely with the Polish National 

Catholic Church to build a Home for the Aged and 

Disabled at Spójnia  Farm, Waymart, PA in July 

1929. This 400-acre farm also included a set-aside for 
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use as a children’s vacation camp; the Friends of the 

Polish School Societies erected and maintains two 

buildings for summer camps. “Another farm at 

Thornhurst, Pa. comprising some 900 acres with nine 

buildings is being prepared for the same purpose, as a 

home for the aged.” The PNU has over the years giv-

en financial aid to students, published more than 

100,000 copies of school books used by parish 

schools. 

The Widening Horizon segment is the story of the 

growth of the Polish National Catholic Church. With 

the tripling of membership in New England, Minne-

sota and Missouri parishes, Prime Bishop Hodur was 

unable to administer all of these parishes. The four 

Bishop-elects elected at the General Synod in 1921 

were consecrated at St. Stanislaus on August 17, 

1924 and became leaders of Dioceses which provided 

the administration of these widespread parishes. Par-

ishes comprised of Slovaks asked Bishop Hodur to 

bless their new church building. Other Slovak parish-

es in Perth Amboy, NJ, Newark, NJ, McKees Rocks, 

Pa., Braddock Pa. joined the Polish National Catholic 

Church. Lithuanian parishes in Scranton, Pa., Pitts-

burgh, Pa., Wilkes-Barre Pa., and Lawrence, Ma. al-

so joined the Polish National Catholic Church. Dur-

ing this period, the Straż became the weekly newspa-

per of the PNU and a dedicated church newspaper 

Rola Boża was started. 

The Mission to Poland began at the end of World 

War I when the church provided relief to Poland. In 

1919 Father Bronisław Krupski who was sent to su-

pervise the relief work, was also authorized by Bish-

op Hodur and the Church Council to begin a mission. 

The first parish in Poland was established in Cracow 

in 1921. In spite of the massive opposition of the Ro-

man Catholic Church, the church grew and Rev. 

Francis Bończak, bishop-elect, was sent in 1922 to 

administer the mission and establish a seminary. He 

was consecrated in 1924 and remained in Poland un-

til 1927. The Polish Constitution of 1921 which guar-

anteed the right to preach was not enforced and the 

Church was persecuted. Before the Nazi invasion in 

1939, there were 56 parishes and about 50,000 mem-

bers. Bishop Padewski was interned by the Nazis in 

Tittmoning, Bavaria in 1944; he was exchanged by 

the United States. During the War, 17 priests died. 

After the War, aid and six missionaries from the 

United States helped the church get back on its feet. 

Bishop Padewski returned to Poland in 1946. By 

1950, there were 122 parishes and 70 priests. Bishop 

Padewski was arrested by the Polish Government on 

the charge of “complicity with the U.S.A.” The 

Polish Government transferred him to a prison in 

Warsaw on Feb. 7th. A request to have a representa-

tive of the American Consulate at the behest of the 

Polish National Catholic Church was denied by the 

Polish Government. “On May 10, 1951, it was report-

ed that Bishop Padewski had died in prison.” No one 

was permitted to see the body before it was buried.  

Father Zielinski said, “We know that our Church is 

something infinitely greater than a protest against the 

doctrines and dogmas of any authoritarian church; it 

is a living expression of positive ideals and princi-

pals. We are building not a new Church but a Church 

that is closer to the spirit and teachings of Jesus.” 

Seven sacraments are practiced in the Polish National 

Catholic Church; Confirmation is considered the 

completion of Baptism. The Word of God is consid-

ered a Sacrament. Polish replaced Latin as the lan-

guage of the Mass and other services. Preaching in 

English is also done. Two forms of confession are 

used, public for adults and private for children up to 

the age of 21.  

The organization of the church is described in this 

book. The book also includes a list of the bishops and 

their consecration dates. The book ends with the Con-

fession of Faith of the Polish National Catholic 

Church.   

I hope that you get an opportunity to read this book-

let. It gives you a short form description of the Polish 

National Catholic Church, its organization and its 

growth.  I am sure that you will learn about the bases 

and history of the Polish National Catholic Church. 

Perhaps it will inspire you to become more active on 

the P.N.C.C. History and Archives Commission of 

the Church. 
Joseph Francis Seliga 

Chair, P.N.C.C. Commission on History and Archives  

(The Polish National Catholic Church - Continued from Page 11.) 
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Delivering the Word During Challenging Times:  

We’ve Got This! 

At the end of 2019, a cluster of pneumonia cases was 

reported in Wuhan, China.  This was eventually iden-

tified as a novel coronavirus and the world seemed to 

hold its collective breath, waiting for outbreaks 

across the continents. 

During the very end of winter and early part of 

spring, cases of this new virus, now known as 

COVID-19, spread rapidly throughout the United 

States of America, and we were hit with a pandemic.  

It seemed as if, in the blink of an eye, everything shut 

down; people were told to stay at home, and if they 

had to venture out, they needed to wear masks. 

The world as we knew it had changed. 

No more going to the movies or theaters; no dancing 

at clubs or dining out and drinking at restaurants or 

pubs.  Parades, festivals and concerts ceased.  Gyms 

shut down. Stores that sold ‘non-essential’ items 

closed.  Eventually, even religious services were held 

only behind closed doors, with just the celebrants 

allowed in the churches, mosques, synagogues and 

temples. 

People, being the resilient and innovative creatures 

that we are, developed new ways to go about our dai-

ly lives while trying to maintain our physical, emo-

tional and mental health.  Most everyone donned 

masks; some wore gloves.  Social distancing when 

out buying groceries or pumping gas became a 

“thing” (which many of us introverts gladly em-

braced).  We stayed home not only for our own 

health, but also for the health of our at-risk loved 

ones.  

We began socializing with our friends and relatives 

via video chat. Online shopping reached fever pitch 

as we fanatically (why?) sought out our beloved pa-

per goods, caffeine and cleaning products. We looked 

to Streaming TV and YouTube to find a way to exer-

cise, relax and be entertained.  Takeout, delivery and 

curb service became the norm instead of “going out” 

to eat.  Eventually we even decided that it was a good 

thing to develop curbside cocktail pickup! 

Just as we found different ways to visit with our 

loved ones, shop, exercise, drink & dine, relax and be 

entertained, we found new ways to take care of our 

spiritual health and to deliver and receive the Word 

of God, and to stay in touch with our fellow parish-

ioners.  Masses and parish, diocesan and national or-

ganization meetings were (and still are) held via 

Zoom.  Liturgies are shared on Zoom, YouTube and 

Facebook.  Even the archaic landline and “snail mail” 

have been brought back to life to communicate and 

worship with some of our older parishioners who 

don’t have access to the latest technologies. 

Our parishes have been holding virtual Sunday 

School classes, Bible Studies and Coffee Hours.  The 

entire Holy Week and Easter season was virtually 

celebrated. Palms were blessed in the sanctuary and 

taken outdoors to be distributed on the steps of the 

church or in the parking lot, via drive-through.  The 

same with blessed Easter baskets. 

Talented parishioners have been sharing religious 

hymns and musical selections via the Internet on 

their parish Facebook pages.  Many parishes and in-

dividuals have been sewing face masks for hospital 

workers and first responders, and have been collect-

ing or helping to distribute food to responders and to 

those in need. 

Our pastors continue to work tirelessly, night and 

day, to make sure that they keep in touch with their 
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parishioners.  Daily prayers and Bible readings, as 

well as sermons and parish bulletins have been post-

ed on parish Facebook pages.  Weekly liturgies have 

been mailed, emailed or posted online so that every-

one can continue to worship at home. 

Now, we are beginning to get back into our churches 

a little at a time, to worship in-person with our parish 

families.  We must still follow our local guidelines 

and continue to be vigilant about not touching our 

faces, about cleaning our hands, wearing face masks 

and social distancing; but we are beginning to see a 

light at the end of this long, dark tunnel. 

Soon we hope to be back to a more “normal” way of 

(Delivering the Word During Challenging Times- Continued from Page 13.) 

life, where we can gather together with our entire 

congregations and parish families for worship, study 

and fellowship. 

Until then, we will continue to do as much as we can 

in our virtual world.  Keep monitoring and following 

or subscribing to our parishes’ and organizations’ 

Facebook pages and YouTube channels.  Follow the 

National Church on our official P.N.C.C. FB page at 

PNCC1 and subscribe to our P.N.C.C. Liturgies 

YouTube channel.  And continue to worship and 

pray. 

We’ve got this! 
Julie Orzell 
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Mr. Edwin Perez Installed as Porter, Bleser, Lector and Acolyte at St. Martin & St. Rose Parish 

San Antonio, TX 

On Sunday, May 24, 2020, as approved by Rt. Rev. 

John Mack, Bishop of the Buffalo-Pittsburgh Dio-

cese of the P.N.C.C., Very Rev. Augustin Sicard in-

stalled Mr. Edwin Perez as Porter, Blesser, Lector 

and Acolyte at St. Martin and St. Rose Parish in San 

Antonio, TX. 

Mr. Perez is preparing to attend the Savanarola Theo-

logical Seminary to be ordained Deacon and then to 

hopefully go on to the priesthood. 

Traugott Twins Turn Out P.N.C.C. Logo Face Masks 

St. Martin & St. Rose Parish, San Antonio, TX 

It came to our attention at the National Church 

Center in Scranton, PA, that some talented twin sister 

seamstresses who are former parishioners of St. Mar-

tin & St. Rose Parish in San Antonio, TX, had been 

sewing and decorating face masks for various local 

organizations and schools, as well as their former 

Pastor, Fr. Sr. Gus Sicard.  When we saw those 

masks posted online, we decided we would like to try 

and sell some from here in Scranton, PA. 

After contacting Robn Traugott, their mom, we were 

very pleased to learn that Emma and Audry would 

gladly create and donate some masks to the P.N.C.C. 

so that we could sell them, with all proceeds going to 

our Clergy Pension Fund. 

We all came to the decision to sell the masks for 

$5.00 each, plus the cost of $1.50 each for First Class 

USPS shipping. 

The first batch we received sold out online in less 

than an hour!  The second batch we received sold out 

overnight! 

The total we received for the Clergy Pension Fund 

through the sale of the masks, with additional dona-

tions, was $348.00. 

Many thanks to the Traugott family for your time and 

talents and this very generous donation to the retired 

clergy of our P.N.C.C. 

Julie Orzell 

Buffalo-Pittsburgh Diocese 
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All Saints Parish Distributes Palms and Mother’s Day Geraniums 

Johnson City, NY 

On Palm Sunday morning, Rev. Dennis Ruda, pastor 

of All Satins Parish in Johnson City, NY, blessed 

palms in the church and then carried them outside to 

the road in front of the church to distribute to parish 

families as they drove by in their cars.  As they 

passed, Fr. Ruda spoke briefly with each family. 

On Mother’s Day Sunday, each mother of All Saints 

Parish received a potted geranium plant provided by 

the All Saints Men's Society. Fr. Ruda stood on the 

curb in front of the church and handed plants to 

mothers in their cars. It was most welcomed by many 

who were glad to get out of their houses and travel to 

the church where they were able to wave to their 

friends and see their pastor. 

Submitted by Rev. Dennis Ruda and Elizabeth Ruda 

Central Diocese 

Easter Polish Food Sale 

Holy Cross Parish, Baltimore, MD 

Many people were disappointed and sad that Holy 

Cross Parish in Baltimore, MD, was probably going 

to have to cancel its annual Easter Polish Food Sale. 

People were really counting on the traditional Polish 

foods for Easter, especially in this difficult time with 

the coronavirus. 

So, because people were still allowed to go to the 

grocery stores and pick up or have food delivered 

from restaurants, parishioners found a way to still 

have their Easter Food Sale.  Anyone interested in 

purchasing food was asked to send a message to or 

call the parish to set up delivery or non-contact pick 

up of items.   
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New Landscaping at Holy Cross Parish 

Woodland Park, NJ 

We thank David Obssuth for purchasing eight new 

shrubs that were planted in the front of the church. It 

took seven hours of work - old shrubs were removed, 

new plants planted and 40 bags of mulch were spread 

in front of the church. 

The property is now spruced up and so much nicer! 

This work was done with the help of Michael Cyman 

and Fr. Joseph. Yes, we are getting ready for the 

church to be open again……Missing all of our pa-

rishioners. 

Holy Mother of Sorrows Parish 
Dupont, PA 

The Pennsylvania State Mayors’ Association initiat-

ed an event entitled “Bells Across Pennsylvania 

Day.” This statewide event took place on Sunday, 

May 3, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. with a  three-fold purpose: 

- to recognize and honor first responders, healthcare 

workers and employees of grocery stores, pharmacies 

and other life-sustaining businesses who have main-

tained essential services to the general public while at 

risk of infection from COVID-19 and who deserve to 

be celebrated as “hometown heroes.” 

- to show solidarity with elected officials and resi-

dents of municipalities across the Commonwealth of 

Pennsylvania, all of whom are fighting COVID-19 

on the front-lines together in their communities. 

- to demonstrate a collective resolve that Pennsylva-

nians will prevail over COVID-19 and work tireless-

ly to ensure that their businesses and civic life will 

thrive once again. 

Holy Mother of Sorrows Church in Dupont, PA, ob-

served this event by ringing all the church bells for 

three minutes, one minute for each of the above pur-

poses (Continued on Page 18.) 
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Holy Mother of Sorrows Y.M.S. of R. Branch #2 in 

Dupont, PA helped celebrate Mother’s Day, May 

10th, by sponsoring a takeout brunch for all parish 

mothers and their families. More than 120 meals 

were served, free of charge.  

The dedicated men from Holy Mother of Sorrows 

Y.M.S. of R. Branch #2 volunteered their time and 

energy to the parish cemetery clean-up on Saturday, 

May 16, 2020. Their hard work included cutting 

overgrown shrubs, weeds, and trees around the fenc-

es, and cleaning other debris from the cemetery. God 

bless you for your work. 

Holy Mother of Sorrows Parish contributed to the 

Dupont Centennial Clock and Memorial Lawn Pro-

ject.  A brand new town clock, a “great tribute” to the 

people who have lived in Dupont for the past century, 

was installed in the area of the Dupont Municipal 

Building.  Along with the clock installation the pro-

ject included installing a retaining wall, engraved 

paver patio plus a sidewalk, grading, trees, shrubs and 

perennials, mulch and hydro-seed. The clock is a 

"great tribute" to the people who have lived in 

Dupont for one century.  The project was completed 

on May 20, 2020. 

Submitted by Very Rev. Zbigniew Dawid  

O God, you are my God, whom I seek; 

for you my flesh pines and my soul thirsts. 

Thus have I gazed toward you in the sanctuary 

to see your power and your glory, 

For your kindness is a greater good than life; 

my lips shall glorify you. 

Thus I will bless you as I live; 

lifting up my hands, I will call upon your name. 

As with the riches of the banquet shall my soul be satisfied, 

and with exultant lips my mouth shall praise you. 

You are my help, 

and in the shadow of your wings I shout for joy. 

My soul clings fast to you; 

your right hand upholds me.- Psalm 63  

(Holy Mother of Sorrows Parish - Continued from Page 17.) 
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Our Pastor & Assistant Pastor at St. Stanislaus, 

Bishop & Martyr, Cathedral Parish 

Scranton, PA 

Have you ever walked in these men’s shoes? 

And gone where their feet have trod? 

Have you ever thought of what they mean to us? 

And on your knees, given thanks to God? 

 

Have you ever told them thank you, 

For being there, when times are tough, 

For comforting words and fervent prayers 

When trials come and storms of life are rough? 

 

They answer our calls during the day & night 

And tells us not to worry, for they will be there. 

They give up their comfort of quiet rest 

And comes with prayers of comfort to share. 

 

Have you ever thought to say thank you  

To these awesome clergy of our church, 

For preaching God’s word to help us understand, 

For all the times they have asked for things 

That will lend us a helping hand? 

 

When you pray, put these men at the top of the list 

And ask the Lord to surround them with loving care, 

To give them strength and walk with them, 

To help them with the burdens that they must bear. 

 

Have you ever walked in our Pastor and 

Assistant-Pastor shoes, 

And gone where their feet have trod? 

Have you ever thought what they mean to us, 

And on your knees, given thanks to God? 

This Pastor & Assistant Pastor appreciation poem reminds us of the importance of these shepherds in our lives 

and how we should respond as sheep. 

We give thanks to The Holy Spirit for these kind, compassionate & dedicated clergy of the P.N.C.C. as they 

lead us through these difficult times that we now struggle through… the yesterdays, today & our tomorrows on 

this earthly planet.  We know not all that they are doing behind the scene…but are extremely grateful & thank-

full for their sacrifices & endeavors. 

Never forgetting their wives…. Dr. Barbara Nowicki, Kimberly Lucarz, Carol Mikovsky, Arlene Swantek & 

children that they, too, have made sacrifices that we sometimes forget to offer our gratitude to in keeping them 

in our hearts & prayers. 

As President of Branch # 1 of The Adoration of the Most Blessed Sacrament Society…submission of this po-

em gives me great pleasure especially for Pastor Appreciation to acknowledge Bishop Bernard J. Nowicki & 

Father Janusz A. Lucarz of the P.N.C.C. &…. always remembering and offering our thanks be to God for our 

Primate, Anthony Mikovsky, and Bishop Emeritus John Swantek…these men are all truly a gift from our dear 

Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.                                                                                Submitted by Kathleen A. Michalina 
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Free Fruit and Vegetable Boxes Distributed 

St. Valentine’s Parish, Philadelphia, PA 

St. Valentine’s Parish in Philadelphia, PA, has been 

participating in the Share Food Program, a pilot pro-

gram run by the City of Philadelphia to help people 

during pandemic COVID-19. 

On Wednesday, May 20, 2020, the parish distributed 

3,105 pounds of fresh fruits and vegetables from their 

Church Hall to surrounding area residents. 

This program will continue each Wednesday from 

10:00 a.m. – 12:00 Noon and 7:00 – 8:00 p.m. Every-

one is eligible. No questions asked. Generally it 

should be one box per household, but if a family is in 

need of additional food, or if someone comes to pick 

up boxes for friends, relatives or neighbors, they will 

not be refused. 

COVID-19 required rules will be practiced during the 

pickup. Face masks, gloves and 6 ft social distance 

are mandatory during pickup. 

Evening distributions are by reservation so that boxes 

can be held for those who cannot pick up in the 

morning.  For the evening distribution please make a 

reservation by phone 215-535-4978 (leave a mes-

sage) or email stvalentinespncc@gmail.com and state 

how many boxes you would like us to hold for you. 

(The Church Enlivened - Continued from Page 3.) 

done for several weeks and continue this work.  Sure, 

it might not be exactly the same as it was during 

quarantine, but it doesn’t need to be.  It might in fact 

be something even stronger, even better, because 

now the Church is once again worshiping and acting 

together. 

My brothers and sisters, members of our Holy 

Church, we have just come through this time of the 

Solemnities and through this time of quarantine, and 

we have done so full of faith and in the knowledge of 

Christ, His love, His way and His work.  Let’s not 

allow any of this to diminish in the weeks and the 

months to come.  Let us instead, be the Church that 

goes forth as the Apostles did to spread the message 

of the love of God.  Let us instead, remain strong in 

our belief in the Holy Trinity, as we acknowledge the 

God, Who created us, Who loves us and Who contin-

ues to sanctify us.  Let us instead, unite ourselves in 

the Holy Eucharist and in prayer, to grow ever closer 

to Jesus and accomplish His work in our world, 

building up the Kingdom of God.  We can certainly 

do these great things, because Jesus has promised us 

that He will be with us always, until the end of the 

age. 
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Eastern Diocese 

47th Annual  Eastern Diocese Youth Retreat 

Aug. 16-20, 2020 

The Annual Eastern Diocese Youth Retreat will be held at Camp Howe in Goshen, MA or via Zoom. The re-

treat is open to diocesan youth ages 8-17. This year our theme is “Discipleship.”  The deadline for registration 

is July 15th.  Please keep an eye out for updates regarding this very important annual event for our youth! 

Holy Cross Parish Spring Activities 

Central Falls, RI 

Attleboro, MA Drive-thru Food Drive, May 2-3, 

2020 

Our 2020 Confirmation class member, Zack, volun-

teered at the Attleboro, MA Drive-thru Food Drive 

on May 2 and 3, 2020.  He also purchased two bags 

of food and personal items to donate to those in need. 

Thanks also to Jay for letting Zack help and also a 

big thank you to Brenda for helping out as well. Just 

amazing work! Faith in Action responding to Covid 

19 - Discipleship 2020! God bless you for helping 

those in need. 

Central Falls/Pawtucket Holy Cross Parish Drive-

Thru Food Drive, May 16, 2020 

On Saturday, May 16th, a wonderful and blessed af-

ternoon was had at Holy Cross Parish in Central 

Falls, RI, where a walk-up/drive-thru Food Drive in 

response to the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic was held 

to help those in need in Central Falls and Pawtucket. 

Numerous bags of food and several masks (made by 

Blessed Trinity Parish, Fall River, MA, parishioners) 

were distributed. A big Thank You to Brenda, Linda, 

Lois and Steve. Discipleship 2020 continues as we 

put our faith into action! 

MA Military Support Foundation Food4Vets, 

May 8, 2020 

The Holy Cross Parish, Central Falls, RI, along with 

the Blessed Trinity Parish, Fall River, MA 2020 

Confirmation Class volunteered at the Massachusetts 

Military Support Foundation - Foxboro terminal for 

the Food4Vets program. We were happy to box nu-

merous meals for veterans and active military fami-

lies who need assistance during the Covid-19 pan-

demic. Fr. Sr. Rob Nemkovich was blessed to close 

and seal the box with the 2 millionth meal! Disciple-

ship 2020 in Action. 
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A Very Different and Very Busy Spring at Blessed Trinity Parish 

Fall River, MA 

Our Discipleship plans and calendar for 2020 took on a change no one saw coming. In a matter of a couple of 

days our parish changed gears to adapt to living our faith in new and different ways as the Covid-19 Corona-

virus pandemic emerged.  

Sewing masks, making Thank You and Thinking of You cards, streaming Holy Mass on Facebook Live and us-

ing Zoom to have joint worship over the Internet was how we prayed, worked and stayed connected. 

Our amazing gifted sewing angels answered the call and made nearly 2,000 masks to help keep people safe 

during the Covid-19 Pandemic. 

We also volunteered at local food distribution banks and donated food to local food pantries and to those 

healthcare and emergency workers on the front line who are fighting the pandemic. 

On Saturday, April 25th, Very Rev. Robert and Kathryn Nemkovich joined numerous veterans, Gold Star Fa-

ther Steve Xiarhos, State Representative Alan Silvia and City Councillor Trott Lee to help feed 100 veterans 

and active military families during this difficult economic time especially during the Covid-19 pandemic. 

They were all very blessed to help these folks who have and are serving our country and to support the Massa-

chusetts Military Support Foundation. 
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On Pentecost Sunday, June 1, 2020, Blessed Trinity Parish prayed for the Spirit to renew the face of the earth 

during these very difficult days.  Every parish youth received a book with an important message: everybody 

can help somebody as we are all God’s children. Something we hope we all will live each and every day of our 

lives as our Lord’s disciples. 

After nine long weeks with Holy Mass streaming Live on our parish Facebook page, we were able to resume 

public worship on Sunday, May 24, 2020 with face coverings and social distancing.  

After Holy Mass Fr. Sr. Rob thanked our Cantor, Laurie Dionisio, for her gifted service to our parish in music 

ministry. During the pandemic we especially thank Ed, our organist, and Laurie for sharing their gifts of music 

and enhancing the beauty of our worship.  

Blessed Trinity Parish Thanks Fr. Sr. Rob on Clergy Appreciation Weekend 

Fall River, MA 

On Sunday, June 7, 2020, the parish family of Blessed Trinity Parish, along with members of the Fall River, 

MA neighborhood group, turned out to present Fr. Sr. Rob Nemkovich with a splendid, surprising and socially 

distanced “Thank You” for all of his hard work at the parish and throughout the community — especially dur-

ing the past several months.  What a wonderful way to live out discipleship in meaningful, merciful and loving 

ways! 
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Bishop Sobiechowski Blesses Stole and Chasuble 

Holy Trinity Cathedral, Manchester, NH 

On Sunday, May 31, 2020, Rt. Rev. Paul Sobiechowski, Bishop of the Eastern Diocese and pastor at Hoy Trin-

ity Cathedral in Manchester, NH, blessed a red and gold stole and chasuble that was presented to the Church by 

Fr. Christian Tutor, OSA and the All Saints Anglican Church, A.S. A., Concord, NH. 

Face Masks from Holy Trinity Parish 

Webster, MA 

Holy Trinity Parish, Webster, MA, made and donated 

face masks to the Blessed Backpack Brigade.  

The Blessed Backpack Brigade is a small 501c3 

group dedicated to helping those in need within their 

own community. They work to provide guidance and 

support for the local homeless, elderly, disabled, vet-

erans, unemployed, underemployed, impoverished, 

and beyond. From providing free fellowship meals to 

supplying backpacks filled with everyday essentials, 

they rely on donations and volunteers to continue 

their mission.  

Outdoor Masses at Holy Saviour Parish 

Union City, CT 

Fr. Paul Dudek, pastor of Holy Saviour Parish in Un-

ion City, CT, celebrated Easter Mass outdoors due to 

the ongoing pandemic. 

Parishioners remained in their cars as joyful Easter 

hymns were enjoyed via a loud-speaker system. Prior 

to Mass, Fr. Paul blessed each person in their vehicle 

throughout a completely filled parking area. 

A month later, Fr. Paul celebrated Sunday Mass in 

the same format in honor of Mother's Day. 

Submitted by Donna Warner 
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(Continued on Page 26.) 

Prayers from On High: 

Spiritual Rooftop Service Delivers Healing Message 

By Joseph B. Nadeau/jnadeau@woonsocketcall.com - May 6, 2020 

WOONSOCKET — The coronavirus pandemic 

forced the temporary closing of their places of wor-

ship to keep the faithful safe, but local spiritual lead-

ers rose above that barrier Tuesday to voice prayer 

over the city from atop the Cornerstone Building. 

In all nine pastors and congregation leaders made a 

journey up the stairs of the 10-story Social Flatlands 

commercial building to raise their voices in praise of 

God and prayers for the safety of local residents and 

their front line protectors in the crisis. 

The highpoint prayer service was thought of by Bish-

op Herson Gonzalez of Vida Church, 120 Prospect 

St., and carried out with the help of Mayor Lisa 

Baldelli-Hunt, Cornerstone’s owner John Boucher, 

and the assembled priests, pastors and faith leaders 

climbing to the sun-drenched roof. 

All wore facemasks while make the climb up 10 

flights of stairs and maintained safe social distancing 

as required under state protocols while spreading out 

to various overlooks on the city. 

“We are going up for prayer and I am going to be 

appealing to the Chief Cornerstone, that is another 

name for Jesus, and just making an appeal for heal-

ing,” said the Rev. Jeffrey C. Thomas of the St. 

James Baptist Church at 340 South Main St. 

“Prayer always goes well,” Thomas noted and said 

he looks forward to putting up a video of the service 

on his church’s website. 

The Rev. John Kiley, a retired Catholic priest who 

helps out with services at St. James Church in Man-

ville and Saint Ambrose in Albion, wore his vest-

ments for Mass while he offered prayers from the 

roof. The Rev. David Marquard, pastor of Praise 

Tabernacle North, North Smithfield, brought his 

strong voice to the rooftop to offer a prayer through 

the steady wind of the morning. 

Like his peers, Kiley has been offering his parishion-

ers services with the help of Facebook and other so-

cial media platforms and has gained acknowledgment 

that it does help people during their time of crisis. 

“The faithful are in need and God will see us through 

it. He is still there,” Rev. Kiley said. 

Even with the shutdown and the change to distanced 

services, Rev. Kiley said he still gets about 50 people 

joining him when he does do a Mass online. 

“That has been helpful,” he said while noting he too 

gains much from the observances of faith. 

The Rev. Henryk Wos, pastor of Our Saviour Parish 

of the Polish National Catholic Church at 500 Smith-

field Road, said he was more than happy to join the 

service and “offer a prayer for our city during this 

difficult time.” 

His prayer would be for “our city leaders, for the peo-

ple who are the front lines, for the regular people, 

definitely, and for all of those who are affected by the 

coronavirus,” Rev. Wos said. 

Wos’s parish was founded in the city back in 1924 

and went through its own crisis when its original 

church on Arnold Street was destroyed by fire in 

1962. The congregation came together at that time 

and built its current home at 500 Smithfield Road in 

just a year and half, Rev. Wos noted. 

The current crisis is a new challenge to be overcome, 

Rev. Wos said. 
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“For us, the priests, it is really complicated and unu-

sual. We say Masses with no responses from the pa-

rishioners,” he explained. The services are carried to 

people via Facebook and Rev. Wos said his are avail-

able from his church every Sunday at 10:30 a.m. 

“So this is what we have, we have Zoom, and in this 

we are communicating with each other,” Rev. Wos 

said. 

Tuesday’s prayer service, put together for the upcom-

ing National Day of Prayer, was also going out via 

online websites or through the phones the faith lead-

ers brought with them to record a special prayer that 

could be watched by their congregations. 

The Rev. Wilfred Gregoire, a retired priest living at 

St. Agatha’s Parish where he helps out with services, 

brought along a prayer to fight illness that was given 

in French. 

“O Divin Medecin, toi qui as toujours aime consoler 

et guerir les malades de corps et d’esprit, accorde-

moi la patience d’endurer mes souffances. Par ta Pu-

issance, soulage l’acuite de ma douleur et de ma fa-

tigue, mais surtout, doux Jesus, gueris les plaies de 

mon ame. Bein qu’il me soit difficile de prier, je dirai 

a jamais: Que ta volonte soit faite,” Rev. Gregoire 

said while reading his prayer. 

“It is a prayer for the relief from sickness and a pray-

er to surrender to God,” Rev. Gregoire said. 

The Rev. Axel Ramos, pastor of the Ministry to 

Grow on Arnold Street, was among the clergy mem-

bers broadcasting their prayers to their congregation 

by phone and voiced appreciation to the organizers 

for the opportunity to reach out in that way. 

“It’s beautiful here. I think this is what we need to do 

as leaders of the religious community, this is going to 

make a big impact on members of the community,” 

Rev. Ramos said. 

“I said a prayer of healing for our city and it couldn’t 

have been from a better place. You could see every-

thing, the hospital, the nursing homes, the residences 

and the businesses,” Rev. Ramos said. 

“Our businesses are really struggling and I’m praying 

that they will be able to come back,” Rev. Ramos 

added. 

Pastor Rah’d Letang of Woonsocket, a member of 

Holy Ground Ministries in Providence, said the ser-

vice couldn’t have come at a better time for people of 

faith. 

“It was an opportunity for people to get together and 

unite us all for some good to come out of this pan-

demic,” Rev. Letang said. 

The Rev. Dan Sweet, pastor of Holy Trinity Parish at 

Park Square, included thoughts of keeping everyone 

safe in his prayer over the crisis. 

“Help us with our social distancing and to draw to-

gether in communion with one another,” Rev. Sweet 

said. “And help our minds and our hearts to be united 

in care for the most vulnerable among us, especially 

the elderly who are so vulnerable to this virus. 

“Help us to see that all of our sacrifices are in care 

and an act of love for them. Help us to respect our 

leaders and to obey those directives directed to the 

public health,” Rev. Sweet said. 

As the service wrapped up, Bishop Gonzalez said it 

was consistent with praying throughout the country. 

“Praying here, we atop this beautiful building, are 

praying to the Lord from the air supremacy if you 

will, for getting over the virus, getting over every-

thing, and casting out blessings and declaring a love 

of the Lord, the favor of Lord, the grace of God for 

all the people of Woonsocket, our state, our country 

and even the world,” Bishop Gonzalez said. 

“So thank you so much, this means a lot to me per-

sonally, and I think that everybody watching is going 

to be inspired by what we are doing today,” Bishop 

Gonzalez said. 

Bishop Gonzalez also thanked Baldelli-Hunt for an-

swering his call to hold the service and noted her an-

swer was just “yes, let’s do it,” before setting out to 

make it happen. 

Baldelli-Hunt explained that when Bishop Gonzalez 

reached out to her “as he so often does he had a won-

derful idea, as do the other faith leaders in the city of 

Woonsocket. 

“Everyone is always thinking of ways that we can 

bring our community together. And Bishop asked if 

it would be possible to stand atop the roof of the 

highest building in the city of Woonsocket so we 

could all come together and bless our city,” she said. 

Baldelli-Hunt said she in turned called John Boucher, 

the owner of Cornerstone and “without skipping a 

(Prayers from On High - Continued from Page 25.) 

(Continued on bottom/right column of Page 27.) 
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beat, he immediately agreed to allow us to come up 

here today and to pray and to bless our city,” Baldelli

-Hunt said. 

“And I want to thank John for his willingness to al-

low us to impose on his roof in this way but again 

this is what our community is made of. It is made of 

people who are always willing to come out and to 

care and to do whatever needs to happen to bring us 

together and make for a better city and a better life 

for all of us,” Baldelli-Hunt said. 

She also thanked the clergy participating. 

“I feel so fortunate that we have faith leaders here 

from so many denominations within Woonsocket 

who are always working to better the community and 

to help so many people that are in so much need at 

times,” she said. 

Follow Joseph Nadeau on Twitter @JNad75 

(Prayers from On High- Continued from Page 26.) 

Traditional Easter Food Baskets Distributed a Little Less Traditionally 

Holy Trinity Parish, Kewanee, IL 

For years Leslie Rafalko has been teaching children from the Holy Trinity Parish how to prepare Easter Food 

baskets. This year the tradition continued, although a little less traditionally. 

We at Holy Trinity Parish in Kewanee, IL, prepared the Easter Food Baskets earlier. When the baskets were 

ready Bishop-Elect Jerry blessed the food. The assembled baskets were taken outside in front of the church 

and parents came and picked them up. 

Thank you, Lynn Lamb and Stella Ptasnik for baking the delicious cupcakes. 

Mother’s Day Remembrance 

Holy Trinity Parish, Kewanee, IL 

Western Diocese 

Every year all mothers of the Holy Trinity Parish, 

Kewanee, IL,  have received special plants or flowers 

on Mothers Day. This year was different. Bishop-

Elect Jerry Rafalko offered the Holy Mass on Sun-

day, May 10th, for the intention of our mothers. After 

the Mass, he decorated the cross at the old section of 

our cemetery with a wreath of flowers to honor the 

mothers who have departed from this world. 
Submitted by Bishop-Elect Jerry Rafalko  
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Holy Trinity Parish Gets Ready for New Administrator 

Kewanee, IL 

The members of Holy Trinity Parish in Kewanee, IL 

are getting ready for the new administrator and future 

pastor. 

Bishop-Elect Jerry Rafalko, the pastor of Holy Trini-

ty Parish for the last 30 years, is now the pastor of 

All Saints Cathedral Parish in Chicago, IL, and the 

administrator of the Western Diocese of the Polish 

National Catholic Church. 

The Holy Trinity Parish has officially been “open” 

for a new priest for a couple of months now, but the 

world pandemic situation complicated the search for 

the new administrator. We hope that the remodeling 

of the rectory will be completed in a couple of weeks 

and the new priest, with his family, will come to 

Kewanee and start his pastoral work with the mem-

bers of Holy Trinity Parish later in June. 
Submitted by Bishop-Elect Jerry Rafalko  

Rectory Renovations in Progress Rectory Renovators Taking a Lunch Break 

Apreciación del clero 

Señor Jesús, has instruido a tus apóstoles a proclamar Tu Evan-

gelio en todo el mundo, administrar el sacramento del bautismo, 

absolver y en cada Santa Misa hasta Tu segunda venida, 

proclamar Tu muerte y resurrección. Gracias por los sacerdotes. 

Por comunicarnos tu Palabra, nos perdonan nuestros pecados en 

tu nombre y nos conectan contigo en la Eucaristía. Déjalos ser 

sacerdotes según tu corazón. Sostenlos en tu corazón y apóyalos 

con tu gracia. 

Gracias Señor por nuestros sacerdotes.  

Dzien wdziecznosci kaplanom. 

Modlitwa za naszych kapkanow: Panie Jezu,Ty poleciles swoim 

Apostołom,by na całym świecie głosili Twoją Ewangelię, aby 

udzielali sakramentu chrztu, aby rozgrzeszali i podczas każdej 

Mszy Swietej aż do Twojego powtornego przyjścia, głosili 

Twoją śmierć i zmartwychwstanie. Dziękuję Ci za księzy. Za to 

ze przekazuja nam Twoje Slowo, w twoim imieniu przebaczaja 

nam nasze grzechy i lacza nas z Toba w Eucharysti. Niech oni 

będa kaplanami wedlug Twego serca. Przygarnij ich do Twego 

serca i wspomagaj ich swoja laska. 

Dziekujemy Ci Panie za naszych ksiezy.  

Clergy Appreciation Prayer for Our Deacons, Priests, and Bishops: 

Lord Jesus, You have instructed Your Apostles to go and preach Your Gospel all over the world, to baptize, to absolve our sins, and 

at each Holy Mass up to Your second coming, proclaim Your death and resurrection. Thank you for the priests. Because they preach 

Your Word to us, they forgive us our sins in Your name, and they connect us with you in the Eucharist. Let them be priests accord-

ing to your heart. Hold them to your heart and support them with your grace. 

Thank you, Lord, for our priests. 
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Leslie Rafalko Honored 

Kewanee, IL 

Leslie Czaban-Rafalko, BSN, RN, from OSF (Order 

of St. Francis) Saint Luke Medical Center Emergen-

cy Department, Kewanee, IL, and wife of Bishop-

Elect Jerry Rafalko, received The DAISY Award. 

DAISY honorees consistently demonstrate excel-

lence through their clinical expertise and extraordi-

nary compassionate care. They are recognized as 

outstanding role models in the nursing community 

and among OSF HealthCare. 

Leslie received the following nominations from pa-

tients and their families that show through the eyes 

of our patients, just how Leslie serves with the great-

est care and love! 

"[Leslie is] very caring, sweet, and always checking 

in to make sure you are okay and comfortable. [She 

is] always letting you know every update about tests 

and what will be done next. Not only me but running 

in and out of every room to make sure everybody is 

cared for. Best nurse seen here in a long time!" 

"Leslie was very kind and competent. She was very 

much a patient advocate for my father and compas-

sionate for the pain he was experiencing. She was 

also very kind to us his family members and gave my 

mom who is 93 a warm blanket. She was also very 

good about communicating and updating his status." 

"Leslie is extremely professional and attentive, well 

above expectations." 

Congratulations and thank you to Leslie Rafalko, 

BSN, RN for serving with the greatest care and love! 
Submitted by Bishop-Elect Jerry Rafalko  

Bieshop-Elect Jerry Rafalko Celebrates 40th Anniversary of Ordination 

On Sunday, June 7, 2020, parishioners from Holy Trinity Parish, Kewanee, IL, celebrated Bishop-Elect Jerry 

Rafalko’s 40th Anniversary of Ordination to the priesthood. 

On this Clergy Appreciation Weekend in the Polish National Catholic Church, Bishop-Elect Rafalko was pre-

sented with a cake and card to celebrate his anniversary, which is actually June 8th, and also to thank him for 

all that he has done for his parishes, the Western Diocese and the entire Church. 

May God continue to bless him and all of the clergy of the P.N.C.C.!! 

http://pncc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/PNCC1?ref_type=bookmark
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St. Mary’s Parish Takes on the Challenge of an Adjusted Ministry  

Parma, OH 

Pastor, Rev. Jason Soltysiak, and Deacon Jim Plos-

konka of St. Mary’s Parish in Parma, OH, have been 

like so many of our pastors and deacons, making sure 

to virtually keep in touch with parishioners and en-

sure that they continue to spread The Word of God.  

They, along with Rev. Greg Gronn, have ensured that 

Liturgies of the P.N.C.C. are shared online with not 

only their parishioners, but with all members of the 

Polish National Catholic Church. 

As if they weren’t busy enough, both Fr. Jason and 

Deacon Jim took it upon themselves to provide us all 

with some online learning about our Church’s litur-

gies, customs, traditions and music. 

Beginning in March, Father. Jason started a series of 

YouTube sessions covering topics such as: Items 

used in Sacred Liturgy, A Dressed Chalice, Passion-

tide, Stations of the Cross, Liturgical Colors, Holy 

Triduum, Easter Procession, Symbols of Resurrec-

tion, St. Joseph the Workman and Liturgical Vest-

ments in the Church.  Each week his videos are post-

ed on the St. Mary’s PNCC in Parma, OH YouTube 

channel. 

Deacon Ploskonka also began a series of educational 

videos on his YouTube channel, Jim Ploskonka.  

These videos contain information regarding the 

hymns sung in the Polish National Catholic Church.  

Among the hymns Deacon Jim discusses are: Come 

Unto Jesus, Hymn of Faith, Tyle Lat, Serdeczna Ma-

to, Forward O Youth, Pod Twą Obronę and Cześć 

Maryi. 

Please take some down time from all the worries and 

happenings in the world  and view these videos.  Af-

ford yourself a little interval to destress and learn a 

bit more about our Church. 
 

St. Mary’s Parish Food Ministry Continues  

Parma, OH 

For nearly a decade St. Mary’s Food Ministry Pro-

gram, coordinated by Deacon Jim Ploskonka, has 

been offering a weekly hot meal to any and all in the 

local community.  With the onset of stay-at-home 

orders, this ministry had to continue in a slightly dif-

ferent manner. 

Instead of serving a hot sit down meal in the Parish 

Hall, meals have been distributed in brown paper 

bags, with an appropriate Christian message includ-

ed.  The meals are distributed to cars in the parking 

lot, since no one is admitted into the church except 

for the food prep workers for the food ministry. 

 

http://pncc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/PNCC1?ref_type=bookmark
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=st.+mary%27s+pncc+in+parma%2C+ohio
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1oVnfaBHr72ktBMhIzDc4Q
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Finding Ways To Serve God and Each Other During a Health Pandemic 

St. Mary Parish, South Bend, IN 

When the year 2020 began, many of us were looking 

forward to the program and activities of our church-

es. I don’t think anyone had any idea that we were 

going to be hearing about a corona flu pandemic, or 

feeling such drastic effects. I am proud of our 

P.N.C.C. clergy as they continued offering Masses in 

our churches on behalf of the faithful who were 

asked to remain home. Home Worship services were 

developed and distributed, Masses were celebrated 

on outlets like Facebook and YouTube, and clergy 

found ways to engage homebound congregations. 

Our congregation in South Bend was a little more 

fortunate as our Governor recognized the importance 

of religion, while balancing safety concerns. There-

fore, we had parking lot services for Palm Sunday 

and Easter which our congregation felt safe and com-

fortable in attending, as we followed all health guide-

lines and directives. As many were not able to see 

the inside of the church, we muted our decor as a 

symbol of our sorrow, and had a very simple symbol-

ic tomb consisting of an arrangement of lilies and 

flowers. 

We also made sure the exterior of the church and 

grounds were well manicured for those passing by to 

see. 

Simple Symbolic Tomb of Lilies and Flowers 

Manicured Lawn and Grounds 

Before we found out we were in the middle of a pan-

demic, we began a service project to collect items for 

the Oliver Apartments in South Bend, which is per-

manent supported housing for the homeless. People 

found ways to shop and drop off badly needed items 

like toilet paper, sanitizing wipes, disinfectant, and 

food. These items are needed year round, and we 

were pleased to collect and distribute 91 jumbo rolls 

of toilet paper, 10 containers of sanitizing/

disinfecting wipes, and 120 pounds of food. We 

thank our parishioners and friends who found ways to 

help others, while needing help themselves. 

Items Collected for the Oliver Apartmets 

(Continued on bottom of Page 32.) 
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As pastor, I believed it was vital to keep in touch 

with parishioners. The way I found most effective 

and personal was by making phone calls to all parish 

households a couple of times. I wanted to make sure 

that if any parishioners needed anything, all they had 

to do was ask. Many of these conversations were up-

lifting for me, and I hope helped raise the spirits of 

those I spoke with. 

On Mother’s Day we were pleased and excited to see 

our parishioners in church, and took the opportunity 

to honor all Moms or remember our departed Moms, 

by having everyone take a pink carnation courtesy of 

our Chopin Choir. We continue following all health 

directives and guidelines for the confidence and safe-

ty of our congregation. We realize that our parishion-

ers have been through a lot physically and emotional-

ly, and understand it will take time to overcome fears 

and concerns. We want them to know that whenever 

they feel well and are comfortable and ready to leave 

their homes and come to church, we will be there 

waiting. May God Bless the P.N.C.C. and our Nation! 

Submitted by Rev. Charles Zawistowski 

(Finding Ways to Serve God and Each Other During a Pandemic  -  Continued from Page 31. 
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