Volume 98

February 2020

Issue #2

The Time to Be Fervent
Most Rev. Anthony Mikovsky
Prime Bishop
As I write this article, we still find ourselves in the
season of Pre-Lent, but the day of Ash Wednesday is
not that far off, February 26 this year. During this
approaching season of Lent we are called to incorporate within our lives the Lenten disciplines of Prayer,
Fasting and Giving. But in saying that there is one
thing that has always been a bit of a concern here.
Aren’t we always supposed to be Praying, Fasting
and Giving? Aren’t we supposed to go to Church
each Sunday to join in the communal prayer of the
entire Church in worshipping Almighty God and receiving the Body and Blood of His Son, Jesus Christ?
Aren’t we supposed to be saying our daily prayers,
every day, asking God to forgive our sins and praying for those around us? Aren’t we supposed to be
fasting, at lease in regards to all of the sinful and
gluttonous areas of the world? Aren’t we supposed
to be giving, whether in time, treasure or talent, to
the support of our local parishes and to the good
work that they and the entire Polish National Catholic Church does? So what exactly are we speaking
about when we say that Lent is the time to Pray, to
Fast and to Give?
It is during this season of Lent that we are called to
make some real introspection into how we are living
our daily life and what these practices really mean for
us. One of the difficult problems that we face as human beings is that we fall into routine. We do things
without giving much thought to them at all, just continuing on in the same way we always have. Now
Website of the P.N.C.C.:

pncc.org

while this isn’t necessarily a bad thing, especially if
these practices are holy and wholesome, it does not
allow us to give some thought to our practices and
make changes or additions if needed. It is the season
of Lent that allows us to do this.
The season is one of increase and maybe also a little
bit of decrease. Individually we are called to decrease the attention that we pay to our own selfish
desires. We are called to decrease our own selfcenteredness. But this decrease allows us to focus on
increase in other areas.
We are called to increase our times of prayer. During
Lent the Church helps us in this regard by offering
extra devotions, such as Penitential Services, Stations
of the Cross and Bitter Lamentations. But this is really only a start. During this season of Lent we are
called to examine our prayer life as well. Can we
increase our commitment to the liturgical life of the
Church? Do we attend Mass weekly, or only once in
a while? Do we spend time in preparation before receiving the Sacraments of Penance and Holy Communion or do we rush in at the last moment before
Mass begins? Do we remember to say our daily
prayers at home, or do we only turn to God in the
moments that we need something? Lent calls us to
ask these questions and many others as we seek to
increase our times of prayer.
We are called to increase our fasting. The P.N.C.C.
Prayer Book speaks of fasting and abstinence, but not
(Continued on Page 3.)
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only in the season of Lent. As the Prayer Book states
we are called to abstain from meat on the Fridays
throughout the year in commemoration of the death
of our Lord on Good Friday. Many also abstain from
meat on the Wednesdays of Lent as well to increase
this fasting practice. Although all are called to this
fast, we also know that those who may have a medical or health condition are excused. Along with this
we are also called to keep the Eucharistic fast before
the reception of Holy Communion for two hours.
The Prayer Book states: “Fasting before Communion
is not primarily an act of penance, but one of homage
to our Lord.”
Like many others, I have to admit that during certain
times of the year I get a little lax with my fasting discipline. It becomes easy to let things slip a little, especially when someone else may offer us something
that does not meet our fasting discipline. Lent is a
call to once again pick up the discipline and hold it
more firmly. It is also a time to examine the concept
of fasting a little more deeply. Part of the discipline
of fasting is done in order to put ourselves and our
selfish desires lower than our desire to seek and follow God. It helps us to realize our reliance on the
God Who loves us. In this way we might be called to
increase our fasting to something besides food that is
drawing us away from God at the moment. This
could be some activity we are placing ahead of our
focus on worship and living a good Christian life, or
some other object or activity that we prize ahead of
Almighty God.
We are also called to increase our giving. Now giving is listed in the Five Commandments of the
Church, just as is the discipline of fasting. It states
that we must “contribute to the support of the
Church,” as the last of these commandments. Likewise the Constitution of the P.N.C.C. states that one
of the material duties of Church members is that
“every member endeavors to make freewill offerings
as the needs of the Church and the Parish require.” (Article III, section 4.B(5)) So therefore giving and support of Christ’s work in the Church is an
integral part of what it means to be a Catholic Christian. But Lent calls us to something more. This
could certainly be increased giving. Maybe there are
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some special aspects of the Church’s mission that
you feel called to support. Maybe you can increase
your giving to your Parish as a way to increase your
dedication to the work of the Parish in your local
community. Maybe you might choose to help fund
an ongoing work of the Church like the Youth Convocation or the Clergy Pension Fund. There are very
many ways in which you can increase your discipline
of giving.
This time of increase is also a call to be more intentional in your giving as well. After speaking with a
large number of people, I have often found that giving to the Church, while certainly a part of most of
our lives, is not very intentional. On a Sunday morning, or Saturday night, we see what might be left in
our wallet and then give some of it to Christ’s work
within our parish. During the Lenten season we are
called to examine this giving. We are called to consider our giving first and make it a priority. Let the
amount that we give to the work of the Church be
given as a first fruit of our labor, and not just an afterthought.
As I said above this season of Lent is called to be a
time of increase. And most importantly is called to
be a season of increased fervor. As Catholic Christians, the practice of Prayer and Fasting and Giving
must certainly be a part, not only of our Lenten journey, but of our entire life. But during this Lenten
season let us each take a little time, not only to continue these practices, not only to increase them in
time and effort, but to do so with a little more fervor.
It is this zeal as Christians that we are called to. We
are called to serve our Lord Jesus Christ and His Holy Church in an ever stronger and more diligent way.
If we love God, and His Son our Lord, Jesus Christ,
we then will love His continuation in the world today
through His body, the Church. We will seek to more
fully live the spiritual disciplines of the Church and
through them more closely follow our Lord. As St.
Paul says to the Corinthians: “Since you are eager for
spiritual gifts, strive to excel in them for building up
the church.” (1 Corinthians 14:12) Let Lent be a time
to increase our spiritual disciplines, and also to strive
to excel in them, to be more fervent, that we can continue to build up the Church, the Kingdom of God,
among us.
Official P.N.C.C. Facebook Page: PNCC1
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The Consecration of Bishop-Elect Jarosław Rafalko and
Bishop-Elect Ottar Myrseth
April 30, 2020

On Friday, October 25, 2019 at the Special Synod of the Polish National Catholic Church, the
Very Rev. Jarosław Rafalko was elected as a Candidate for Bishop by the assembled delegates.
Following the Synod at a meeting of the Supreme Council, the Prime Bishop, together with the
bishops of the P.N.C.C. and with the members of the Supreme Council, chose to consecrate Fr.
Sr. Rafalko and set a date of April 30, 2020, the Solemnity of Saint Joseph the Workman, for
the Consecration.
On this same date of October 25, 2019, the Nordic Catholic Church, meeting in Holy Synod at
Gran, Norway, also elected Very Rev. Ottar Myrseth as a Candidate for Bishop. He too will be
consecrated Bishop on the same day.
The celebration of Holy Mass together with the Episcopal Consecration of Jarosław Rafalko
and Ottar Myrseth will take place on Thursday, April 30, 2020 at 1:00 p.m. in Saint Stanislaus,
Bishop and Martyr, Cathedral in Scranton, Pennsylvania. A celebratory dinner will follow the
event at St. Stanislaus Youth Center.
Invitation letters will soon be sent to all parishes of the Polish National Catholic Church with
information regarding hotels in the local area. We also ask each parish to send to the Office of
the Prime Bishop the number that will be attending so that the meal following the consecration
can be planned.
Please remember to keep Bishop-elect Rafalko, Bishop-elect Myrseth, and their ministries
within your prayers, especially as they prepare to enter the ranks of the Episcopacy.
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I Better Not Read This
Rev. Jim Konicki, Chair, P.N.C.C. Vocations Commission
I was going to entitle this article something different,
but sort of thought: ‘If I do that, no one will read it.’
I was recently at a pastoral installation at Bethany
Baptist Church. Bethany is a beautiful church with
faithful people called to follow the Lord as genuine
disciples in the face of many struggles. The pastor to
be installed was for another church, Ebenezer Baptist, about three doors away, the next half block over.
Ebenezer is much smaller with a sort of broken-down
old building, but again, a wonderful people buoyed
by faith and called to active discipleship despite the
struggle. There was Bethany, Ebenezer, and you
know, one other Baptist Church on the same block.
Three congregations, three groups of people called to
discipleship, three different congregations living the
gospel message and working together to lift their
community.
The ceremony was beautiful. The investiture included the passing on of the Holy Bible, that God’s word
be peached and taught, and the Baptist Hymnal, that
the people sing out His praises (maybe we should
add that into our minor orders?). And, if you thought
church dinners with pierogi were great (and they are),
church receptions with fried chicken, greens, and
mac and cheese – equally fantastic.
The part that most moved me was the recognition of
two certain pastoral responsibilities. It was these –
God sends us pastors after His own heart, and
Stay where you are placed.
In Jeremiah 3:15 we read: And I will give you pastors according to my heart, which shall feed you with
knowledge and understanding.
The first point that was made is that pastors, shepherds, deacons, priests/presbyters, overseers/bishops
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are a gift directly from God’s heart to a community.
God was literally giving a piece of His heart to broken down old Ebenezer Baptist. The people of
Ebenezer, gathered in assembly to see the installation
of their new pastor, were to recognize that God loves
them so much that He took a piece of Himself and
gave it to them. They were to work with the pastor
because should they later reject the pastor, they
would also reject the giver of the gift – God. “Reject
the gift, you reject the gift giver.”
In Luke 9:62 Jesus says: “No one having put his
hand to the plough and looking back is fit for the
Kingdom of God.”
The second point was to the new pastor. The pastor
was to recognize that God was giving them to broken
down old Ebenezer Baptist. They were not to long for
the fancier building down the street, or the bigger
congregation across town, or the better pay in the
bigger city. They were put in that place by God for
His purposes. The pastor was admonished to stay
where they were placed by God, setting their shoulder to plow, and working in the field given them;
God’s field.
The call to discipleship is real and is in every place,
big and fancy or broken down and old. The need for
pastors who are from God’s heart is urgent. The
plough (or plow) is ready and waiting. Yes, you are
called to this work. You know if you have been
called, just as I did. It took me 43 years to even take
the first step – to believe that I was a piece of God’s
heart given to take up the plow and work in His field
in a place He designed me to serve. Set to it, for we
need deacons and priests. Feel free to call or text me
at
518-522-0944
or
E-mail
me
at
frjim@holynamencc.org.
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“Discovering the P.N.C.C.”
20 National Mission and Evangelism Workshop
th

Resurrection Parish, Temperance, MI
Friday, March 27 – Sunday, March 29, 2020
Greetings from the Mission and Evangelism Commission of the Polish National Catholic Church.
Over the past 20 years, the National Commission on Mission and Evangelism has presented to the faithful and
clergy of the Church an opportunity to explore one of the many faith-driven aspects of the Church on a national level, as well as experiencing the Church on a local parish level. Our goal for each Mission Workshop has
been that the faithful come away with a burning desire to bring the faith-driven work of the Workshop back to
their parishes and be a light to that local Community of Faith, the Parish, and the communities in which they
live.
Beginning on Friday, March 27, 2020, the Polish National Catholic Church will present the 20th National Mission and Evangelism Workshop. It will be held this year at Resurrection Parish, located at 1835 West Temperance Road, Temperance, MI 48182. As an outreach for the Workshop this year, we ask you to bring with you
gift cards to support local veterans through the Bedford Twp. Veterans Center. The gift cards can be for Sunoco Gas Station or Walmart.
Our hotel accommodation is at the Quality Inn located at 111 Waterstradt Commerce Dr., Dundee, MI 48131,
Phone (734) 529-5240. . Participants must call the hotel directly to make their own room reservations.
When making reservations please use the hotel code: Mission & Evangelism Workshop. Deadline cut-off
for obtaining the guaranteed room rate of $69.00 plus tax is Wednesday, February 26, 2020.
Each participant must fill out a registration form and send it to Resurrection Parish by Saturday,
March 14, 2020. This year the registration fee has been waived so that as many people as possible may attend
to gain a better understanding and deeper appreciation of our Church. Please register by the deadline date so
that Resurrection Parish can prepare the food for this event.
We pray that many will consider joining us for the 20th National Mission & Evangelism Workshop of the
P.N.C.C. and we look forward to your attendance.
Information regarding the Workshop has been sent to each parish and is also available on the pncc.org website
under the Organizations/Commissions Events pulldown menu selection.
For questions or concerns, please contact:
Very Rev. Jaroslaw Nowak, Phone: (313) 505-2964
Email: Fr.J.Nowak@gmail.com or
Tom Kowalski, Phone: (419) 349-1834
Email: tjkowalski@msn.com
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2020 Mission & Evangelism Workshop
Tentative Schedule
Friday, March 27, 2020
3:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. – Registration at Resurrection Parish, 1835 West Temperance Road, Temperance, MI 48182
5:00 p.m. – Opening Session – Prime Bishop Anthony Mikovsky & Very Rev. Jaroslaw Nowak
5:15 p.m. – Ice Breakers – Bishop John Mack
6:00 p.m. – Dinner
7:00 p.m. – Imagine the Experience – Ron DeLuca
8:00 p.m. – Evening Prayer
Return to the Hotel
Saturday, March 28, 2020
Breakfast at the Hotel
8:45 a.m. – Morning Prayer
9:15 a.m. – Welcome – Set Expectations – Very Rev. Jaroslaw Nowak
9:30 a.m. – Session I – Discovering the Catechism – Karen Sobiechowski
10:00 a.m. – Discussion
10:30 a.m. – Session II – Liturgy – Rev. Jason Soltysiak
11:00 a.m. – Discussion
11:15 a.m. – Session III – Reconciliation – Rev. Robert Koerber
12:00 p.m. – Group Photo – Lunch
1:00 p.m. – Session IV – Stewardship – David Kost
1:30 p.m. – Discussion
1:45 p.m. – Breakout: Create the Elevator Talk – 3 min. Pitch of the P.N.C.C.
2:30 p.m. – Break
2:45 p.m. – Group Reports
3:15 p.m. – Session V – Reach Out to the Community – John Hayes Harris III, M.Ed., FAWHP
4:30 p.m. – Break
4:45 p.m. – Celebration Panel
5:30 p.m. – Gift Cards – Chris Cremean – Resurrection Parish
5:45 p.m. – Dinner
6:45 p.m. – Commissioning Service
Sunday, March 29, 2020
9:30 a.m. – Morning Prayer
10:00 a.m. – Holy Mass
Breakfast with the Resurrection Congregation following Mass
11:30 a.m. – Concluding Remarks – Prime Bishop Anthony Mikovsky

Hotel Registration
Individuals are responsible for their own hotel registration and payment.
Quality Inn
Phone: (734) 529-5240
111 Waterstradt Commerce Drive
$69.00 per night plus tax
Dundee, MI 48131
Code: Mission & Evangelism Workshop
Hotel rate expiration date: Wednesday, February 26, 2020
Workshop Registration
2020 Workshop Registration Fee: The fee has been waived this year.
But Registration Forms must still be filled out and mailed to:
Resurrection Parish
20th Mission Workshop
Deadline
1835 West Temperance Road
Saturday, March 14, 2020
Temperance, MI 48182-9441
Website of the P.N.C.C.:
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Above is the new Future Direction poster that was recently mailed to all Bishops and Senior Priests for distribution. If you wish to obtain one of these posters, please email Paul Gorgol at paulgorgol@aol.com or Very
Rev. Robert Nemkovich at robnem21@aol.com.
Website of the P.N.C.C.:

pncc.org

Official P.N.C.C. Facebook Page: PNCC1

10

Website of the P.N.C.C.:

God’s Field — February 2020

pncc.org

Official P.N.C.C. Facebook Page: PNCC1

Volume 98, Issue No. 2

11

The Youth Convocation Program
Rt. Rev. John Mack
I would like to devote this article to the subject of
youth ministry and specifically, the National Youth
Convocation. The Buffalo-Pittsburgh Diocese will
host the National Youth Convocation at Mercyhurst
College in Erie, PA from July 20-24th. I pray that
many of the pastors, youth and youth ministers in our
diocese plan on attending. It is a program that is
worthwhile and fulfilling. Plans and details for the
Convo are taking shape through conference calls and
the work of the clergy and laity. Our theme for this
year’s Convo is 2020 Vision – The Vision of Jesus.
Let me give you a brief history of how the program
evolved.
Youth from parishes in the Buffalo and Detroit areas
of the P.N.C.C. had developed a relationship that
grew from visits from their youth and adults to one
another’s cities. Instrumental in working with the
youth were two outstanding clergy: +Fr. Edward
Sobolewski of Holy Cross Church in Hamtramck,
MI, and +Fr. Thaddeus S. Peplowski, the assistant
at the cathedral in Buffalo, NY. Although this began
with just the two cities meeting one summer over a
weekend, the youth asked: “Why not do this again
next year and invite the whole Church? This began
the germination of an idea that would grow into the
bi-annual convocation. Truth be told, it was a hard
sell for these two men of God to convince the hierarchy of the worthiness of such an endeavor, but they
persisted. They were instrumental in getting things
started. The Cathedral Youth Association hosted the
P.N.C.C. youth to the first youth convocation held
from August 18-20, 1964. There were 620 youth in
attendance representing 48 parishes of the P.N.C.C.
Wow!
My own experience with youth convocations began
in 1969 when I was 13 years old. The youth groups
from the four parishes of the Detroit seniorate
(known as the Detroit steering committee) chartered
a bus and headed off to the Convocation that was to
be hosted by St. John the Baptist Cathedral on Cowan Avenue in Toronto! We were ecstatic! Again,
about 650 youth, clergy and chaperones headed for
Website of the P.N.C.C.:
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downtown Toronto for 5 days of faith, learning, fellowship and friendship. We stayed at the King Edward Hotel (which I visited a number of years ago –
for nostalgia’s sake) and all the meals and sessions
were held at the Cathedral complex to save on cost.
(Talk about “cooking for an army.”) The sessions
were uplifting and inspiring. I remember hearing Fr.
Stephen Wlosinski preach at a Mass and how he
made a great impression on me. I also remember
hearing the sad news that the Prime Bishop, +Leon
Grochowski, had died in Poland. For a “recreation
day” we took the ferry boats over to the Toronto Islands and enjoyed an “all-day picnic” with activities.
The five days came to an end too quickly and we
headed back to the “motor city.” As Convos have
evolved, we moved the location from a hotel/parish
setting to college campuses in the late-70s . This
helped us to try to keep costs down. Since Toronto in
’69, the hosting of the Convocation has been rotated
through the 4 American dioceses on a bi-annual basis.
I’d like to concentrate in the next few paragraphs on
why the Convocation is important. First of all, it
gives youth from across the entire denomination an
opportunity to meet. (last Convo we had a contingency of about 30 from the parish in Denver, Colorado that traveled to Scranton.) So many life-long
friendships have sprung up from attending the Convos. Some youth have even found their future spouse
by attending. Youth from a smaller youth group are
given the opportunity to see the Church on a “wider
scale” so they don’t feel so isolated and insignificant.
The Convo program gives the youth an opportunity
to spend 5 days with the deacons, priests, bishops and
Prime Bishop of the Church who are present. What
other denomination can offer that? Our kids have
the opportunity during sessions, small-group reflections, meals and socializing time to talk to one another about the problems they face as they grow and mature in their lives. Most importantly, it provides an
opportunity for our kids to share their faith journeys,
their spiritual growth and their questions about the
(Continued on Page 12.)
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faith and believing. Anyone with children, but especially those with middle-schoolers and high school
students, know the challenges and difficulties society
and the world throw at our kids.
The Convo program encompasses many things.
There are times for speakers and presentations; socializing, recreation and fun; prayer and Mass attendance; service projects and even time to just “hang
out.” Our excursion day for this year’s Convo will
be a trip to Waldemeer Amusement and Water Park
that is located only 15 minutes from the Campus. It
is situated near the shoreline of Lake Erie. We are
still investigating what we will do for a “service project.” We are planning a well-rounded program for
our youth and we encourage all pastors to attend and
all parishes to have representation.
I am well aware that we live in a world in which our
children are so over-scheduled that they scarcely
have time to breathe. The demands placed upon
them academically, socially, in activities, sports and
everything else are staggering! Our schools literally
“own our kids” today. Unfortunately the very things
that our kids need the most; the compass that will
guide them for the rest of their lives, is missing in all
this. Faith, morals, ethics and spirituality are the
gifts that secular institutions and activities cannot
provide. I therefore implore you to please encourage
the youth in your parish to attend Convo 2020. I
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pray that you will promote this event to your children, grandchildren, and great-grandchildren. Better
yet, experience Convo first-hand by attending.
There is no upper age limit for anyone – all are welcome: the young and the young-at-heart.
In looking back over the years of my attendance, I
know that much good has been accomplished by the
Convo program. The NUYA (National Youth Association) was formed with representatives from each
diocese of the Church. They have a constitution and
goals for serving the needs of youth in the Church.
Youth have been led and taught by committed disciples of our P.N.C.C. and inspiring Christian speakers.
This has led to their involvement with their parish at
the local level, their diocese and the general Church.
Vocations have come from seeds planted at the Convo that have been nourished and encouraged. Our
female participants at the Convo have taken on leadership roles with their peers and have subsequently
blossomed into women of faith in their adult years,
serving the Church in many capacities. The Convo is
the one preeminent program that brings together the
youth from around the P.N.C.C. If nothing else,
pray that we can continue to reach the next generation of P.N.C.C. youth, so that they would be strong
in their faith, steadfast in their commitment to Jesus
and empowered to be the leaders not only of the future, but of the present.
Faithfully in Christ, Bp. John
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The First Youth Convocation of the P. N. C. C.
The first convocation, convened at the invitation of
the Polish National Youth Club of Holy Mother of
the Rosary Cathedral, was held on August 18th
through 20th, 1964. There were 620 participants,
youths, adult counselors and clergy; with participants
from 48 parishes of the 4 dioceses. The theme of this
convocation was “The Church and I” and was also
the name of the main lecture by the Reverend A. M.
Rysz. The convocation was comprised of worship
services, lectures, discussion groups, panels and social activities.
This short booklet of 28 pages published for the occasion includes a description of the activities, a listing of the parishes of the participants, the text of the
main lecture The Church and I, a list of the five questions to be considered by the groups, the results of a
questionnaire about benefits of the event, a photograph of the participants, and a drawing of the emblem for the event.
The convocation began with a supper and an orientation provided by Right Reverend Thaddeus F. Zielinski, Bishop of the Buffalo-Pittsburgh Diocese. He
described the purpose. This was followed by a skit
Come To The Fair presented by the youth of the Cathedral parish. The skit was followed by a get acquainted social.
A Pontifical High Mass in the English language began the day on Wednesday. The topic of the sermon
was “Be Doers,” preached by the Very Rev. Walter
Słowakiewicz. Later in the morning, the “The
Church and I” lecture was delivered by Rev. A. M.
Rysz. After the lecture, the group was separated into
12 sub-groups according to age. The groups were
tasked to consider the following five questions: “1.
How may I participate more fully in the devotional
and sacramental life of the Church? 2. How much am
I contributing in time, effort, stewardship, and work
for the societies and growth of our Church - my parish in particular? 3. How can I help to propagate the
Polish National Catholic Church in my local community? 4. Am I furthering my knowledge of the Polish
National Catholic faith, its history, ideals, and precepts? and 5. Am I incorporating the full doctrine of
Website of the P.N.C.C.:
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our faith in my daily life?” After the groups met,
each presented the comments that had been raised in
their groups and the entire group then agreed upon 10
findings. These were as follows: 1. The youth should
practice their faith more sincerely by regularly attending Holy Mass, receiving the Sacraments, and
proudly living in accordance with the faith of the
Polish National Catholic Church. 2. The youth
should give greater service to their parishes through
active participation in the youth societies and programs sponsored by their local congregations. 3.
More youth gatherings such as convocations, retreats, social and athletic events should be held on a
diocesan and deanery level. 4. The Church Organ,
“Rola Boża,” should be subscribed to by every family of the Polish National Catholic Church, and in
particular, should be read by the youth. 5. More
pamphlets, histories, and informational literature,
relating to our Church, its practice, beliefs and doctrines, should be published in English and distributed
by the Church. 6. The local libraries of each community, in which there is a Polish National Catholic
parish, should be supplied with sufficient literature
concerning the Church. 7. Efforts should be made to
keep the college students of our Church, who are
away from home and the Church environment, interested and informed of Church activities and religious
life. 8. More youth should be encouraged to attend
the religious courses sponsored by local parishes,
and in particular, the Sunday School of Christian
Living. 9. Young men and teenage boys should be
encouraged to dedicate their lives to the priesthood
of the Polish National Catholic Church. 10. The
youth of our Church should offer themselves more
fully to the service of the church, with piety and dedication as “priests without collars.”
At the evening banquet, Bishop Zielinski challenged
the participants to live up to the 10 resolutions passed
by the participants the day . “Mr. Leo Zagiaczek, director of the 4th District of the Polish National Union,
called upon the youth to be members of Spójnia, and
whole heartedly support its educational, social, humanitarian, and recreational program.”
(Continued on Page 14.)
Official P.N.C.C. Facebook Page: PNCC1
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(The First Youth Convocation of the P.N.C.C. - Continued from Page 13.)

The last day of the convocation was spent at Beaver
Island State Park. The religious aspect was fulfilled
by a Mass conducted by Reverend John Słysz and a
sermon delivered by the Very Reverend Joseph Nieminski entitled “I am the vine, you are the branches.” The Mass was followed by a discussion led by
Bishop Thaddeus Zielinski.

the youth of the Church. I believe that it contains information that is useful to those P.N.C.C. members
who did not attend this convocation. The Church and
I had five sections: 1. What is the Church, 2. Beginning of the Church, 3. The Four Ecumenical Councils, 4. The Polish National Catholic Church, and 5.
Loyalty to the Church.

The convocation ended with a service of Benediction
of the Most Blessed Sacrament and a farewell sermon by Bishop Thaddeus Zielinski.

In the section, What is the church?, Father Rysz starts
with the definitions contained in the catechism. He
continues with the elaborations provided by Archbishop Rinkel of the Old Catholic Church and Bishop
Magyar of the Slovak National Catholic Church. The
next section, Beginning of the Church, intends to respond to the second question and starts with a reference and quotation from Chapter 2 of the Book of
Acts of the Apostles. The lecture continues with the
first Four Ecumenical Councils of the undivided
church: Nicea in 325 AD, Constantinople in 381AD,
Ephesus in 431 AD and Chalcedon in 451 AD. He
said that we need to understand them “for upon these
is the doctrine of our church founded.”

After the convocation a 20-question survey was sent
to the 620 participants; there were 108 responses; 4
of the 20 questions were answered with less than 66
yeses. These were: Number 6. Should the participants go to Confession and Holy Communion at the
next convocation? Having 59 yeses, 45 nos and 4 undecided; Number 7, Were three days sufficient time
to conduct the convocation? Having 28 yeses, and 74
nos and 6 undecided; Number 9. Should college and
post high school participants have their own separate program, lectures, topics, and discussion
groups? Having 62 yeses, 37 nos and 9 undecided;
Number 10. Was the time allocated to the discussion
groups sufficient? Having 65 yeses, 37 nos and 6 undecided; The other responses had from 81 to 106 yeses. A total of 15 of the responses had greater than 80
yeses. These responses have been used to make the
Convocations better.
The booklet included a Letter in Appreciation of the
Youth Convocation from Mr. And Mrs., Paul Knapek
which was published in the October 1964 issue of
God’s Field.
Rev. A. M. Rysz said that his lecture The Church and
I intends to answer these questions: 1. What is this
institution which we call the Church? 2. Just how did
this institution come into being? 3. What is our concept of Church? 4. What is the Polish National Catholic Church? 5. Since I am a member of the Polish
National Catholic Church, what are its tenets, its beliefs, its teachings? 6. How do I as a young person fit
into the scheme of things, and how am I to manifest
my faith? and 7. How am I to work for God’s greater
glory through the Polish National Catholic Church?
As you can see, these questions are not confined to
Website of the P.N.C.C.:
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The Emperor Constantine called the first council to
meet in Nicea in 325 A. D. The 318 bishops attending
this council met for a little over 2 months; the results
were the establishment of the Nicene Creed, acceptance of the doctrine of the Holy Trinity, rejection
of the need for clerical celibacy and decided the true
divinity of Jesus Christ.
The second council meeting in Constantinople in 381
A. D. reaffirmed the Nicene Creed, denounced all
opposing doctrines, agreed upon the divinity of the
Holy Spirit. Its purpose was to unite the church upon
the basis of the true faith.
The third council meeting in Ephesus in 431 A. D.
“decided the doctrine of the perfect union of two
complete and distinct natures in one person - Jesus
Christ. Since Christ was also man, he had to be born
of a woman, and thus, Mary was declared especially
chosen to be the Mother of Jesus, the Son of God.”
The 600 bishops meeting at the fourth council meeting held in Chalcedon in 451 A. D. “reaffirmed the
Nicene and Constantinople Creeds, and the formula
of natures; each perfect in itself, and each distinct
Official P.N.C.C. Facebook Page: PNCC1
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from the other, yet. Perfectly united in one person,
who was at once God and Man.” Consequently “the
development of the Christological Doctrine was completed.”
The lecture continued with a discussion of the Polish
National Catholic Church. Reverend Rysz quoted
from the pamphlet written by Bishop Zielinski with
the same title, the Polish National Catholic Church;
“The Polish National Catholic Church is part of the
one Indestructible Church which began some 2,000
years ago when Jesus Christ commissioned His
Apostles to go into the world, teaching all nations
under the guiding power of the Holy Spirit.” The lecture goes on to talk about the history of religion in
Europe generally in Poland in particular. He said that
after abuses took place in their church, people took
matters into their hands, “they found out that they
had no voice in the management of the properties
which were built with their labor and sacrifice.” Father Hodur was asked by the people in Scranton for
help. He did and after visiting Rome to present their
petitions, which were rejected by the Vatican, the
Polish National Catholic Church was formed. Father
Rysz said, “I want to emphasize that they were not
establishing a new church, but they were reestablishing that original church of the Apostolic Age, in
which they and their children could worship God in
spirit and truth, and work to uplift themselves spiritually, morally, and intellectually.”
Reverend Rysz said that what the Polish National
Catholic Church teaches can be found in the pamphlet prepared by the Very Reverend Waiter
Słowakiewicz for School of Christian Living teachers entitled “The Faith We Teach”. They are listed in
seven statements.
Bishop Hodur re-injected the idea of a national
church wherein the duty of that church “is to represent Christ and his church to that particular nation;
to preach the Gospel and the faith to that nation;
proclaim the Gospel and faith in the form best suited
to the character of that nation; the national church is

Website of the P.N.C.C.:
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to be involved in making that nation, she is bound up
with the national life of that people.”
The section Loyalty to the Church is a response to the
question, What is expected of me as a member of the
Polish National Catholic Church? Loyalty is defined
as “being the state of quality of being loyal; faithfulness to engagements or obligations.” Reverend Rysz
said “Sometimes, I seem to sense a lack of awareness
on our part for the sacrifices and dedication of past
generations who helped build our Church. Sometimes, we do not try to understand the work, the labor, the aspirations, the love, and the dedication to a
cause by those who came before us.” He further asks
if we have thought about what we want to do in life.
“I bring this to mind because Christ taught us to be
of service to others, to uplift and to inspire them.
Church work requires diligent, faithful workers, who
realize the benefits which are reaped from working
with and for others, the satisfaction derived from doing good. Church is not only worship on Sunday. It is
a Christian service for everyday of the week.” Reverend Rysz continued by telling of the many ways that
members can help the Church; spoke about Christ’s
washing of the feet of “His disciples to teach them
the value of service.” He then reminded everyone
that their parents and grandparents left an established
Church, the Roman Church which demanded courage, vision and sacrifice and which resulted in being
“ridiculed, spat upon, persecuted, but they persevered and the church which you and I inherited from
them is the symbol of their victory over death.”
I hope that you get an opportunity to read this booklet; I’ve just scratched the surface. Even though it is
about an historical event, the thoughts it explains, the
questions it asks and the information it presents are
pertinent today. I am sure that you will learn about
the basis and history of the Polish National Catholic
Church. Perhaps it will inspire you to become more
active on a Committee or Commission of the Church.
Joseph Francis Seliga
Chairman, P.N.C.C. Commission on History and Archives

Official P.N.C.C. Facebook Page: PNCC1
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God’s Field
Appeal for Easter Greetings

The deadline for submission and payment of Easter Greetings is APRIL 1, 2020.
The cost for publishing Easter greetings for individuals, parishes and organizations is $20.00. Due to space
constraints in the page setup of the God’s Field, greetings are limited to up to three (3) lines of text.
Example greetings:
The Adoration Society of St. John’s Parish, Everytown, USA
Eve Adams, President
We wish everyone a Blessed Easter!
St. John’s Parish, Everytown, USA
Rev. Adam Adams, Pastor
Wesołego Alleluja!

An online form can be found on the pncc.org
website at: pncc.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/online_greeting_form_2018.pdf

ALL GREETINGS, ACCOMPANIED BY PAYMENTS, MUST BE RECEIVED BY APRIL 1, 2020 IN
ORDER TO BE INCLUDED IN THE APRIL ISSUE. We no longer publish greetings submitted without
payment, so please be sure to send in your payment with your greeting or it will not be published.
Please send 3-line greetings, along with payments in the form of check or money order payable to God’s
Field, to:
God’s Field - Easter Greetings
National Church Center
1006 Pittston Avenue
Scranton, PA 18505

2020 Easter Greetings for God’s Field
Please send to the above address your greetings and payment before April 1, 2020.
(U.S $20.00 check or money order for each greeting, payable to God’s Field)

Website of the P.N.C.C.:
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Don’t Forget to Renew Your God’s Field Subscription for 2020 - 2021!
The 2019 - 2020 God’s Field subscription year ends after this February 2020 issue! March 2020 - February
2021 God’s Field subscriptions are now available to individuals and parishes. Although printing costs have
increased, the subscription rate is still $48.00 per year for 12 issues to U.S and $62.00 per year for 12 issues to
Canada. Single issues of God’s Field are still available for purchase from the National Church Center for the
new rate of $2.25 each (pickup) or prepaid $4.00 each (shipped within the U.S.) and $5.25 each (shipped to
Canada). These rates will remain in effect until further notice.
Please note that the gratis online version of God’s Field will continue to be available to everyone on our
website at pncc.org.
We do not accept groups of individual parishioner subscriptions from parishes, nor do we accept multi-year
subscriptions. Individuals are responsible for ordering and pre-paying for their own personal subscriptions
annually. Prepaid annual gift subscriptions from individuals for another individual are accepted.
Individuals and parishes who wish to start an annual subscription or who wish to continue to receive an annual
subscription to God’s Field must fill out the form, below, and send a check or money order in USD, payable to
God’s Field, along with current name and full mailing address. Please include zip+4 (U.S.) or postal code
(Canada) to ensure delivery of your subscription; if you do not include a complete, valid mailing address including zip+4 or postal code we cannot guarantee delivery by the Post Office. Only prepaid subscriptions will
be mailed, so please send in annual subscription payments prior to the end of the subscription year so that your
subscription continues to be sent to you. If your annual subscription is not prepaid, you may experience a gap
in monthly issues of God’s Field. Parishes and individuals may copy and use the form, below, and send with
payment to:
God’s Field
1006 Pittston Avenue
Scranton, PA 18505
Thank you.
The Staff and Management of God’s Field—Rola Boża

God’s
nual

God’s Field Annual Subscription Form March 2020 - February 2021Field AnReturn form & payment to:
SubGod’s Field
1006 Pittston Avenue
scription Form March 2017 - February 2018
Scranton, PA 18505

Name:
Street Address:
Renewal or Subscription: (Circle one)
City:

Check No. and Amt:
$48.00 U.S./ $62.00 Canada

State/Province:
Website of the P.N.C.C.:

pncc.org

Official P.N.C.C. Facebook Page: PNCC1

18

God’s Field — February 2020

Central Diocese

Holy Mother of Sorrows Happenings
Dupont, PA
ANS SocietyAnnual Meeting
The Society for the Adoration of the Most Blessed
Sacrament of Holy Mother of Sorrows Parish,
Dupont, PA, held its Annual Meeting on Sunday,
January 5, 2020. The following officers were elected:
Carol Bondurich, President; Lois McHugh, Vice-

President; Stephanie Shumlas, Treasurer; Mary Jo
Searfoss, Recording Secretary.
Additional members attending the meeting were:
Donna Micka, Adele Sabach, Joyce Jopling; Eleanor
Bruno, Rose Kazinetz, Lois McHugh, Ruth O’Dell
and Debbie Keener.

50 years of service.
On January 26, 2020, National United Choirs Music
Scholarship Sunday, parishioners of Holy Mother of
Sorrows Parish in Dupont recognized Jan Cwikla for
his 50 years of service as a choir member and an organist. Very Rev. Zbigniew Dawid, pastor, and Paul
Kaspriskie, Parish Committee Chair, presented Jan
with a commemorative plaque and gift. Brunch and
cake followed the presentation.
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Y.M.S. of R . Annual Installation Meeting -Dinner
On January 28, 2020 the Young Men’s Society of
Resurrection, Branch # 2 of Holy Mother of Sorrows
Parish held its Annual Meeting and Installation Dinner in the local VFW Post 4909 Hall in Dupont, PA.

19

The elected officers are: Jack Wall Jr. - President;
Anthony Shumlas - Vice-President; Nick Kazinetz Recording Secretary; Atty. Andrew Shumlas - Treasurer; Carl Cwikla - Financial Secretary; Very Rev.
Zbigniew Dawid – Chaplain.
Submitted by Very Rev. Zbigniew Dawid

St. Mary’s Parish Participates in Local Christmas Stroll
Duryea, PA

Pat Bolock festively poses between Bumble and the Christmas tree that St. Mary’s Parish entered in the
Duryea Christmas Stroll tree decoration contest. The tree was adorned with elves and reindeer for this year’s
theme of “Santa’s Workshop” in mind. Although the tree did not win this year’s competition, everyone had a
wonderful time participating in this annual community event.
Submitted by Rev. Carmen Bolock
Website of the P.N.C.C.:
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Eastern Diocese

Eastern Diocese Support of the Clergy Pension Fund
At its regular Diocesan Council Meeting early in 2019, the Eastern Diocese, to encourage support of the
Clergy Pension Fund throughout the Diocese, decided to match all of the funds collected throughout the parishes of the Diocese. This was in addition to a $10,000.00 outright donation that was made in June of 2019.
In this action the Eastern Diocese is recognizing the fact that it is vital for all within the Polish National
Catholic Church to actively support the Clergy Pension Fund. This fund, which has been in existence for quite
a number of years, allows the Church to give support to the parish pastors of the P.N.C.C. upon their retirement. At present the pension amount is $600.00 per month when a clergyman reaches the age of 70 after at
least 20 years of service to the P.N.C.C.
The official collection for the Clergy Pension Fund occurs in the month of June, when Father’s Day is celebrated. It reminds us that we must remember not only the fathers within our families, but also our spiritual fathers, the pastors of our Parishes. While this collection is taken throughout the Church on Father’s Day, donations to the Clergy Pension Fund are welcome at any time.
Eastern Diocese Donation
The following parishes also made donations:
Holy Trinity Cathedral, Manchester, NH
Holy Trinity Parish, Plantsville, CT
St. Joseph’s Parish, Westfield, MA
St. Casimir’s Parish, Lowell, MA
Blessed Trinity Parish, Fall River, MA
Holy Name of Jesus Parish, S. Deerfield, MA
Holy Cross Parish, Central Falls, RI
Our Saviour Parish, Woonsocket, RI
St. Joseph’s Parish, Stratford, CT
St. Casimir’s Parish, Wallingford, CT
Holy Cross Parish, Ware, MA
St. John the Baptist Parish, Manchester, CT
Matching Funds from the Eastern Diocese

$10,000.00

Total Donations to the Clergy Pension Fund

$31,012.60

$5,567.00
$1130.00
$1076.00
$892.00
$585.00
$490.00
$369.00
$162.00
$100.30
$55.00
$55.00
$25.00
$10,506.30

We give thanks to Almighty God for the generosity of the people of the Eastern Diocese and its Parishes
and Diocesan Council. We also encourage others to support the Clergy Pension Fund so that our retired pastors can know the love and appreciation of the people of the Church for all of their dedication and sacrifice.

Website of the P.N.C.C.:
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Blessed Trinity Parish Continues Discipleship into Our Local Community
Fall River, MA
The last few months have seen much community involvement at Blessed Trinity Parish. Our largest
Thanksgiving Day Community Dinner to date was
conducted, with 150 meals served to those in need or
alone this past Thanksgiving. We were blessed to
have many from our parish and local neighborhood
group along with our Mayor and City Councilors
helping to serving this delicious Turkey dinner.
For Christmas, our parish hosted a toy wrapping effort for a city-wide toy drive in conjunction with the
Fall River Police Department and the Fall River
Neighborhood Associations. Over 100 elves filled
our parish hall to wrap gifts. There were folks from
our parish, neighborhood watch groups, city council,
our mayor and numerous police officers.
Several of our parishioners went on ride-alongs with
the police officers delivering bags of gifts to over
250 children in need in our community. The recipients’ heartwarming stories were shared as a part of
the homily at Holy Mass the next day.
The parish also applied for and received a $1,000
grant to help in the toy drive efforts – the parishioners donated and put together 8 bikes and filled tables
with new toys.
In addition to the toy drive, the parish had a very successful Advent Christmas food drive that gave numerous boxes and bags of food and several hundred
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dollars in gift cards to our local food pantry. The
youth of the parish also made cookies and delivered
them to first responders at two firehouses and our police station on the Saturday after Christmas.
Our newly-elected Mayor of Fall River, Paul Coogan,
appointed Fr. Sr. Rob Nemkovich to serve on his
transition team for public integrity in government.
This committee met several times at Blessed Trinity
Parish and prepared a proposed integrity plan for implementation and to restore the public trust in our local government.
January 6th was the day that Fall River held its Inauguration Ceremony. On this date the clerk received
and certified the election and then, for the first time,
the prayer for Divine Guidance was offered by a
P.N.C.C. clergyman, Very Rev. Robert Nemkovich.
Following the prayer, the mayor, city council and
school committee then received the Oath of Office.
After the ceremony Fr. Sr. Rob got to spend several
minutes speaking with Massachusetts Lieutenant
Governor, Karyn Polito.
The parish is now concluding a January sock drive in
conjunction with our Mass State Representative Alan
Silvia Warming Feet Program and the Souperbowl
for Caring. May we continue to live as disciples of
Jesus and be Jesus to others – especially that in need!
Submitted by Kathy Nemkovich

Official P.N.C.C. Facebook Page: PNCC1

22

Website of the P.N.C.C.:

God’s Field — February 2020

pncc.org

Official P.N.C.C. Facebook Page: PNCC1

Volume 98, Issue No. 2

23

Western Diocese

Y.M.S. of R. Branch #29 Concludes Clothing Collection
St. Mary’s Parish, Parma, OH
Y.M.S. of R. Branch #29 of St. Mary’s Parish in
Parma, OH, recently concluded its winter clothing
collection. This has been the third time that the
United Y.M.S. of R. has conducted this campaign,
and the third year that Branch #29 has participated.
In November the United Y.M.S. of R. put the call out
to all P.N.C.C. parishes to conduct a clothing
collection during November, December and January
and to then donate those collections to local charities.
While the collection took place, the clothing items
and monetary donations were tallied using a designated scoresheet provided by the United Y.M.S. of R.
The scoresheet stipulated points to certain items collected. For example, a winter coat was given 25
points, socks were given 1 point per pair, and monetary donations were given 1 point per dollar collected.
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Each branch’s scoresheet will be collected by the
United Y.M.S. of R. so that it can be determined
which branch has “won” or collected the most points.
St. Mary’s Parish, Branch #29, had won the first
two competitions, but this year (Praise God for all the
loving donations!) competition looks as if it has
ramped up Church wide!
Regardless of which Y.M.S. of R. branch collects the
most, Branch #29 collected and donated approximately 700 items to Big Brothers Big Sisters of
Greater Cleveland.
We wish to thank everyone who donated to this great
cause. Stay tuned for the announcement of which
Y.M.S. of R. branch collected the most for this annual event!
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